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TrXJITKihSil'UNIJlSNCE THE STAVE 'rtlAt) 
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C ''cmin 1 1 8i^i on iv. 


JTiOnfisIativf Dt'upfilch to India, li‘) Aug (No. 11) 
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>U‘ of Slavt»ry goncrally , hy a Alasut 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 


iioMiJAV — continued. 


No. S. 


Proceedings in the case of certain Runaway Slaves, — Liberation of 'I'wo Slave Girls imported 
into Ahmcdijuggur.— Defects in tlie existing Law for the Punislinient of Parties charged with 
exporting Slaves and Preo Persons and selling thorn in a Foreign Territory'. 


Judicial Letter from India, S December (^No. 15) 1S3S, part?. 24- - - 

Legislative Letter from India, 22 April (No- 11) 1839# paras- lot to 156* 
Legislative Despatch to India, 13 May (N<i. 6) 184-0, para. 26 
Political Letter from Tlomba^^ 20 May (No. IG) 1840- paras. 2 to 5 
Political 1-etter from Bombay, 27 November (No- 48) 1880, paras. 8 

[\>Jitical Despatch to Bombay, 13 May (No. 10^ 1840, para. 3 - - 

Judicial Letter from Bombay, 1 February (No. 1) 1841, paras. 48 to 55 


p- 23^f 

p. 288 
p. 28S , 

255 

p. 261 

p- 251 
p. 2G2 


I N D T A. 


Legislative Lt^ttcr from the (tovernor (rcnoral of India, dated the Nth Day of February 
J 8 14'J’’"vri7ii *’tl?e Report from tlic Indian X..UW Commissioners, and its A]>[>entlix. ou 
the Subject of Slavery in the East Indies (No. 3, of 1S41) - - 

!>cgislativc Letter from the Governor General of India, dated the lOth of May 1811- and 

Minute of the Governor G€-*neral (No. 8 of 1841) • - - - p. 27'^ 

Legislative Despatch to India, dated 25th of August 1841 (No. 15. oi* lSl-1) — ith 

Enclosure - - - - - - • - -p. 2S')- 

Extract I’olitical Letter from India, dated 9th June fNo. 34) 1811, paras. 2 <Sr 8 — With 

Fmclosures - •p. 2S5 

l^olitical Despatch to India, dated J9th July (No- 21) 1841 — With Enclosures - - p. 2^ 7 

I-etter from Sir John llobhouse to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the lia^t 

India Comjmnjs tinted 17th September 1888 - - - ■ P* 

Letter frotu Sir Jolm Hobhousc to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of tlu' Easi hnlitj 

Company, dated 23d February 1841 - - - - - )>. 2>N 

Letter from C. Buller, Esq-, to J. C- Mclvill, Eaq., dated 81st July 1841 — With Enclosurt- p. 2S9 
Letter from Hugh Stark, Es<p, to J- C. Mclvill, Esej., dated 18th August 1H88 - - p. 2S9 

Letter from J, C. Mclvill, Esq , to Hugh Stark, Esej., dated tith September 1888 - p, 2S9 

Letter ironi T. N, Watcrheld, F.sij., to T- L- Peacock, Estpr dated 16th August 1841 — M’iih 

Enclosures - - > • - • - - p. 290 


DAVID HILL, 

Assistant Examiner of India Correspondence. 



AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 


No. 1. 

IN D I ‘ A. 


(X/RRESPONDENCE respecting the Pi’cparalion of a Repokt ou Slavery in 

India by the Law Commissioners. 


I.iansj.ATivE Descatcu to India, dated na August (No. 14 ) 1 »:3.s. 


No. 1 . 
r N D 1 A. 


{■•29.) l.cgislative I.ettc-r, August (So. 3 ) 1835 : 

Kef’erencc to the Law Coininissioiicr.s ot Court's ortieo. 
on the sul>jcct oi slavery. 


Para. 1. In our tb'spalcli in the Public De- 
partnu'ut, dated 1 Otli Dceeiubor, No. 44 of JS34, 
ptiras. 71 to 7.'>, we drew your attt.'ntion to the 
uieans (o he pursued for the mitigation of the state* of slavery in India, with ;i 
view to its e.xtinetiou at the first safe moment. 

-2. In your rejjly in thi'. Legislative Dojtartment, dated 31st August, No. 3, of 
1S3.'), para, 2 n, yon informetl us that this drdicate rpiestion would shortly l)e 
referre<l to the Law Commissioners, which reference aj)pear& to have he<-u made 
lujdei* vour resolution of the snmi; «late, 

3. M'e have not siina- ree('i\ed any communication from you on the subject. 

4. A nutici' now stands 011 the Order-book of the House; of Commons for the 


next sosion. 


To 


o bring under the consideration of 1'lie House the state of 
Slav(‘rv in India,” and it i.s most importsint that we .sliouhJ have tin; means of 
j)laeiiig hel'ore the Legislature a e.lear ami comph*te \iewoftlie sidyeet, in all its 
i<-hitiuns to the well-being of the nnmevous ]>arties affected by it. 

W(; desire lluil the attention of tlie Linv Commissioners may be immedi- 
ately reealhMl to this questioju and that wc niay rect;iv<?, with as little delay as 
[lossible, a Report ou the nuNUis of currying out i-emedial measures to the fullest 
practieal extent. 

arc, 

(signed') 


London, 2.0 Augn-t ih3s. 


See. 

J. I. Liishiiiiftoti. 
If. Ji'n/iins. 

(See. &c. &e. 


E,xtract Lkoislative LEXTiiu Irom India, dated 4 May (No. 13 ) It>-10. 

Ihira. 124. Tiin goNa-rnmeut of Bombay being eompetont to pass orders on Uopoit ol l.-.-.w 
this application, w<* did not interfere in the matter, hut our colleague, Mr. Coinnu»5>io!i 01 . 
Amos, took the op[)ortunit.y of remarking that, in the forthcoming Report respect- 
ing slavery, which had occupied nuieh of the tiiiu; of the Law Commission, tlii; 
portion w}ii<*h related U) Bombay was in a v(Ty unsatisfactory state, none of the 
members of tliat bo<ly possessing any general kn{)vvledge of the state of slaverv 
ill the Bombay j)n‘sidenc 3 '. Borrndaile, shortly after this, arrived in CaU 

entta, and his appointment to tlic Law Commission wa.s notified to join 
honmirahh' tXmrt in our despatch (No. 2), ilated 27 .'Anuaiw l!<40. 


E.xtuact Leoislativk Dekfatcu to India, dated 29 July (No. f>) lrt40, 

Para. 20 , A\"k hope soon to receive a Report Letter Trent, dated (ictelter (No. i! 4 ) 1839 ( 119 ; 
Jrorn the Law Commissioners on tlic subject of ftcfVsence to tlie l.tu\*Cotn<ni.‘..^ioti respecting .'•lawry. 

slavery in Imlia generally. Parliament and the public arc becoming impatient 
at tlit‘ delay. 

• 238 , 


u 



CORREftPONDE^’CE (3N THE SLAVE TRADE, 


IN IH A., 


Extuact Le<ii»i.atjvk Lktteh from India, 16 Novembor (?^o. 19) 

1840. 


Matters rtjl'tirreci to Law 
ConnuissioTT 

Proposal to print a por- 
tion oi'the Slavery Report 
of the J^aw Commission in 
.mother press. 

Leg. 127 April 1840, 
' No. 8 ajid y* 


T^ani. ttiK To t))>viatc tlui dolay 'wliicli would occur in printing at the 
Military C)iy)liniL tlie entire Report on the state of slavtay in India, 

pj'cpnrtMl l)y the Indian Law Commissioners, ptirmissiou was recpiested 
to employ another ]>ress'iii printing, simultaneously, all, or.sucli portions 
of it as could not couveniently be peiformed at the Orjdian l^ress. 
The ( utiri? Report, it is computed, will ocefupy about 1,850 pag( s of 
printing, sonu*. portion of which, already printed, lias been received 
by ns. 

Ro. W'e saw no ohjoctiou to the, crn]doymeut of anotln^r press, if tlie Military 
Orphan Press, alnnidy engaged on the work, w^ei'e unable to complete it within 
tlie rt‘<|uisito time ; hut if it could coinjdete the work 'within tlie linn% and in 
tlie manner desired by tlie Law- Oanniissioiiers, wt' wen^ of opinion that jirefer- 
ence oiigJit to ])v giv(‘n to it. 


Legislative Despatch Io Ind / ta ^ dated 3 March (No. 8) 1841. 

Slavery Report. Para. 1 . Ry \ oiiv lettc.T of the 1 Htli of Novemher last (pai'a. 2J)) we were ajijiriscd 

that tlie Rejiort of tin' Law (’ominissiouevs on tlie subject of slavery liad been <h>iU“ 
ph‘ted, ami tJiat arrangemerits had heeu made for printing it with t xp(‘<lition. 
Some portion of tlu* R<‘port was stated at that time to liave been [ij’iuted and 
laid Ix forc you. lJiidi‘r these circumstances, we regrd. that w(^ have n<it hei*n 
fiuTiisJu d w itli a co])y of that documeiit by tlie mail desjiatched in tin* end of 
DccA.miher. AVe feel assured that wxi ina^- rely upon rir.eiving it by tlu', utLXt 
mail ; hut, in order to guard against tin) risk of disapjaniitment in that res]K‘ei, 
we desire that, unle>s already done, tJiree (‘opii.s of tlu^ Report, may be Ibrwarded 
by the first iiiail, after your receipt of this despatch, witli a view to its being laid 
before tlie two Houses of Parliaimait. 

We, &c. 

(sig'iicd) JK .15. Jiaylcif, 

(L LyalL ^ 

Loudon, 3 March 1 841 . See. 6i.c. See. 


RxTaAe r Ljauslatj vi: Con- (.ltations, "2.1 April 1840. 

;iSo. 8.) 

iA‘oin J. (\ C\ SvfhirlnmL Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law ("oimnis.-ion, 
ru T, TL JSIaddovk., Es<j. Secretary to (hmnTiment of Jnd'ta^ dated 4 April 
1840. 

Sir, 

No. 8 Tni: Rrport at large on the state of Indian slavery which the Law Commissioners 

will -nbmit to the Rigid honourable tln^ (iovernor-gencral of India iu ("ouucil 
will ini hide : 1. A r<*v i<w ot'the evils resulting from slavery in India, founded 
V}] The evidence taken )»y the Law Commission and official documents to whicJi 
they In.vi* had. iUTx^ss, witJi suggestions of remedial nu.TismT^s. 2. A digist of 
su(‘li evidence and documents, dividixl into sechons, applicable se,yerally to 
tin piovinces ciencndent on the three Presidencies. 3. Ajipendix containing 
<‘VHlcnc(‘ taken, and ofii<dal documents collected by the Law Commission, and 
not yf.4 printed. 

2. The whole, it is computed, will occupy about 1,850 pages of ]>rintiil|»’, ol' 
which 140 are now printed, btdng part of thc! third of the abovi^ subdivisions. 
The remaimng part of tlie same third subdivision will occupy about 73 jirinted 
.pages. / 

3. On a reference: to the superintendent of tlie Military Orplian Priiss, tlif* 
Law' Commissioners find, as appears ]>y the letter Iiereinito annexed, that to }>ass 
•through the press the wdiohi of the unjirinted matter will require the? delay of 

• , about 



AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 


■dl)oul. lour ov Hve mouths, nud to otti-ot. it, iu tli;it tinio r.hoi'i! must he iu» iiiicr- 
riiptioii, and tlio pross must luivc oxtrji ju'iutors. It is a])pr(>h(‘udod that the 
hrst and sc'cimd of tlu' abovi', subdivisious will, IVoiii tho natun* ol’ thc.iu, as con- 
sist iiig of composition and not of official returns, require much more «u>rrec.tiou 
lltaii tlic! third part. 

4. To obviate the inconvcTuence, of the delay, th<^ Law Commissioners I'ctpiest 
pcnuis-siou to emjtloy another pres.s iu printing simuhanoously all or such pans 
of the two first subdi vi.sioiis as may be. fouiul convenient. 

'^J’lie} solicit this permif^ion, because, they umlerstatid that the orders of Ou- 
vernmeiit vetpdro that all puhlic printiny- business be sent to the Military 
(.>rplian Pr«‘S.s. 

• i lia%'(v 

(sicfiied) J . ('. C. Siithirhind, 

Indian Lstw Commission, Srretary. 

■1 y\pril 1840. 


From O. H. Esq. Superiutendoiif. Or))han J^ress, to ./. t/. O. Suthrr- 

hiud, Es(p Secretiiry to tlie Indian Law (Unnmissiou, (latt‘d 4 April 18 JO. 

Dear Sir, 

RKCKoXTNti, as you say, the appendi.v now passing through th<‘ pres.s to make 
1,800 or 1,000 pagr.s, foolseap, ami no further interruptions oeeurring cither iu 
supply <tl‘ eopy or tletention of proofs, I cahuiIaO- the whole eau he got out iu 
four or ri\ <; mouths. Additional humls shall be put on, and not an hour lost on 
the work. 

1 am. See. 

(.signed) G. ll. Itattmann, Superiuleudent. 

Crphan Press, 1 April 1810. 

(True eopy.) 

(signed) J. C. C. Suthfrlaitd, Secretary. 


(No. 210.) 

From T. IT. MaddorJi, Esq. Secretary to tin; (.«ovornme“nt of India, to J. C. 

C. Snf/irrlandy Esjj. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, dated 27 

Aj>ril 1840. 

Sir, 

I iiAVK the honour to acknowledge the rcecij)t of your letter (No. 8) dated 
the 4th instsml, and to inform you iu rtqjly tliat tlic Right liouourahle the (.lo- 
vernor-general in Council secs no ohjectiou to the emi>h»\'rnent of another jiress 
for printing the Report on Indian slavery, should the Military Orphan Pre-ss, 
already engaged on this w’ork, he unabh^ to complete, it vithin the requisite 
time ; hut if the hitter jiress hii able to eomplete tlui work wirhin the time and 
in th<' manner desired by the Law C<»mmissioners, it is his Lordship’s opinion 
that th(^ preference should he given to it. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) T. II.''3'^addock, 

Secretary to the Coverumeut of India. 

Council Chamber, 27 A])ril 1840 


B 2 


No. i; 

I N 1)1 A.- 



CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 


_No. 2.— 

STATE of Slaverv generally ; Protection of Slaves ; power of Correction pos- 
sessed by a Master over his Slave ; Objections to any Legislative Enactment 
defining the Rights of Masters ; proposed Law, enacting that Offences against 
Slaves shall he punishable in the same manner as Offences cominitted against 
Free Persons ; Law and Practice relative to the Sale of Children, 


Leoislative Despatch to dated 26 September (No. 15) IS.IS. 

Gun attention has been drawn to the <>bservations on the subject of slavery 
contained in Note (IL), which is appended by the Law (Jommissioners to tl«e 
Penal Code. ln‘ those observations it is recommended “ that no act falling under 
the definition of an offence should be exempted from punishhnent because it is 
committed by a master against a slave.” This recommendation has our entire 
concnn'ence, and we desire accordingly, witli riffercnco to our despatcli on tin's 
subject, under date the 2.9th of August last (No. 14), that you will lose no tiiiu^ 
iji passing an enactment to the foregoing eff’ect. 

We are, &c. 

(signed ) ./. JL. Lushinglon , 

R. Jenkins. 

London, 26 September 1898. &:c. &.c. &c. 


Extract Legislative Leti'Er from India, dated 11 F{‘bruary (No. 4) of 1839. 

Para. 1. We have the honour to acknowledge the^ receipt of your desjiatches 
not<Hl in the margin. 

2. The former of these despatches, ret|uiring a report u]>on the state of slavery 
in India, was recc;ived at the Prt!sidency on the 24th November last, and was 

referred to the Law Commissioners for the preparation of the required 
^o. 11 report on the 26th idem. The Commissioners’ reply, dated the 8th 

So. ^ & 45- ultimo, informetl us that, they werennabh^ to comply with your wishes 
by opportunity of the bteatner, which, according to public announco- 
meut, is to leave IJomliay on the 2.5th iiLstant. 

3. Aware, however, of your anxiety to be furnished at the earliest opportunity 
with all the information which had been collected upon the subject by tJic Law 
Commissioners, in consequtaice of your recent directions, Mr. Amos, as presi- 
<lent of the Commission, laid before ns on tlie 4tli instant the examinations 
(copies of which are forwarded herewith) which had been taken pursuant to 
such directions ; and we were about to forward these separately, wliou we 
receivetl a Report on the subjt^ct from the Law Commissioners, winch we 
transmit with this despatch, in the hope of its reaching Bombay in time for 
the stf*amer, resci*\dng our own sentiments on the subject to be forwarded, after 
due consideration, by a future opportunity. 

4. The Miblect of your dc.spatch. No. 15‘, is included in the Report of the 
Commissioner- now forwarded. 


Letter from the Goveunor-general in the Legislative Department, dat«d 

6 May (No. 1) 1839. 



AND MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 


opinion, in Mr. Officiating Secretary Grant’s letter of the ,8th ultimo, filie <pies- No. 2 .* • 
tion wliether any law having for its object the protection of the slave against 111 - i n D I*A:. ' 
treatment by his master, should now be promulgated, or wlietlu* notliing should 
be done in the matter of slavery in India, pending a reply to the reference made ' 
to your Honourable Court by the Honourable the President, in' Council, in his 
desj)atch. No*. 4 (11th February) of 1839, I have considered it advisable te 
submit my views on this subject in my Minute, recorded under date the 0th 
instant, a copy of which I have the honour to transmit herewith for your infor- 
mation, in order that my • sentiments may receive the consideration, of your 
honourable Court at the same time with the rest of the papers already forwarded 
in the despatch above alluded to. 

5 . Copies of the letter from Mr. Officiating Secretary Grant of tlie 8th April 
last, and of the papers specified in tJie 6th paragraph of that communication, 
which do not appear to have been sent to your Honourable Court, accompany 
this despatch. 

I have, See. 

la, G May 1839. (signed) Auckland. 


E-Vtuact Leoisjlative Despatch to India, dated 11 Septenibcr (No. 14 ) 183 . 9 . 

Para. 38 . This subject is under consideration. Letter irom, dated tith February (No. 4) 1835); ditti 

Governor-generars, 6th May (No. 1). 

Report of the Law CommisBioners relating to (slavery, and Minute of the Governor-general as to tl 
immediate promulgation of a law for the protection of the (slave from ill-treatment by his master, 1 
whether nothing should be done in the matter of slavery in India, pending a reply to the referent 
by the Hon*»ur!iblu the President in Council of the 1 ith February (No. 4) 1839. 


Extract Legislative Letter from India, dated 16 September (No. 22) 1839. 

Para. 8. The subjects of these dcsi»atches have engaged inucli of our atten- Slavery; Nos. 
tion, as your Honourable Court will have learned from our letter dated the 11th and 15, of 1838. 
February last (No. l), anti the Governor-generars despatch, dated the 0th May 
(No. 1). Furtiier tiiscussions have taken place since the dates of these commu- 
uicutions, which will be reported in due course. 


Legislative Letter from India, dated 27 .January (No. 1) 1840. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Compan3\ 

Honourable Sirs, 

In continuation of the despatches noted on the margin, we Department, 27 Jmiuary 1840. 
have the honour to forward to your Honourable Court further President in Council, No. 4, 11 Fe 
correspondence which has passed on the suJiject of your Honour- 

able Court’s despatch (No. 15 ) 2Gth September of 1838 , desir- Governor-general, No. i, 6 May 1839 


when committed against a freeman, shall also be an offence 
when committed against a slave,” 

2. On receipt of the Governor-generars Minute t.f the 6th of May, for- 
warded to your honourable Court, witli his Lordship’s despatch of tlie same date, 
we proposed, for the consideration and opinion of the Indian Lsjiw Commission- 
ers, and of the governments of Fort St. George and Bombay, the following three 
ipuistiotis, communicating at the same time our own views in regard particidarly 
to tl*e first of those questions. • 

» Fii’st. Whether or not it is expedient now to pass any law to the effect of that 
directed by your Honourable Court.* 

Secondly. Whether, supposing a law of the nature pro{>osed to be determined 
,on, it could with justice be passed without compensation to the oM’uers of slaves ; 
238. B 3 * and. 
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Draft Act, (B.) 

It is hereby de- 
clared and enact- 
/^d, that no act 
whicli would be 
an oU'encc if done 
against a free per- 
son, shall be ex- 
empted from pu- 
nishment because 
it is done against 
a slave. 


and, genorally speaking, wlial compeiisatiou would be equivalent to the practi* 
cal cliaiige which such a law wouhl effect in the value of a slave ; also wliotlier 
it would be indispensable, if tlie power of moderate coiTection be taken away, 
tfiat some provisions for enforcing obedience, in the nature; of the regulations or 
bye-laws fur eiiforciiig the obedience of servants, should be enacted. 

Thirdly. Wlietlier iu the event of a law of tlic nature proposed being passed, 

it would b(; expedient 
Draft Act, (A.) to pass it in the form 

It is hereby declared and enacted, that whoever assaults, imprisons, of the .Draft (A-% as 
or inHicts any bodily injury upon any person being a slave, either by entered OH the inar«in 
way of punishment or of compulsion, or in the prosecution of any pur- , . , . , 

pose, or for any other cause, or under any other pretext whatsoever, ^^'nicil, is taken, Witil 
under circumstances which w^ould not have justified such assaulting, slight altoi’ations, IroTll 
imprisoning, or inflicting bodily injury upon such person, if such per- draft prepared by 

son had not been a slave, is liable to be punished by all courts of Law Coniniission- 

criminiil judicature within the territories subject to thc' government of ' ‘ . i -ax i 

the Jlast India Company, as he would be liable to be punished by aiHi Siiouilttefi^ 

such courts if such person had not been a slave. with their Report of 

the. 1st of February 

1S3U, or in the more gcaieral form (IL) (also cited), v bich follows more nearly 
tilt; words of your honourable Courl’s dc'spalch above referred to. 

3. For our detailiHl views upon the foregoing questions, we bt!g to refer yonr 
Honourable Court to our secretary's letter of the 27th of Mny 1830. 

4. The go^'e^lments of Fort St. George and Bombay duly replied to our eom- 
numioation on the aotli of July and 5th August last. The government of 
Madras submitted the sentiments of the Sudder Court at that pr(;sidency on tlie 
several points above noticed, and intimated its entire eoncurrenec; in tin* opi- 
nions expressed by the judges. That government w^as also of opinion, that it 
W'ould be jireferable not to legislate at all in respect to slavery, until the wliole 
question in all its bearings bas bei'u fully considcr(;d/' 

5. 1'hc government of Bombay did not furnisli any opinion of its own, but 
submitted a letter from tlie judges of tlie Sadder Court, wdio remarked, that 
there dovs not appear to be any necessity to pass a special law for the jirotectiou 
of slaves throughout the zillahs of tins (the Boinlaiy) presidc;ncy, as tin; law in 
force is as applicable to them as to fr(?omen, and no offence done against a free- 
man is, by tli(' Bombay Code, exempted from punishnu'nt, because it is done 
against a slave." The judges further observed, that as the powa;r of a master 
to correct his slave has never been admitted by our (the Bombay) Code, the 
general practice; <»f the magistrates lias b<;en against it, although exceptions are 
quoted in the Note (B.) to the Penal Code, and it is not coiivsidered that a sti'ict 
(aiforeenicnt of this rule; would be looked upon by the community as an in- 
fringement of‘ right, or a deterioration of jtroj)erty, for masters an; also pro- 
tected against the; misconduct of their slaves, as the regulations for the j)unish- 
ment of servants, contained in section 18, Regulation Xll. of 1827, have 
been ruled by this Court, under date tlie 4tli November 1830, to be applicable to 
slaves." 

0, Our colleague, Mr. Amos, recorded a Minute, under date the 27th of 
August, on the foregoing cominunications from Madras and Bombay. 

7. \\"e address€Hl the Bombay governnu jit, on tbe 2d of September, stating 
that we were of opinion that, for the purpose of the Report on slavery, as W(;ll as 
with H'spect to the particular Act under consideration, it would be desirable to 
inquire of the C^ompany's advocate at Bombay, wht‘ther, in any prociieding for 
false imprifconment, tlje Bombay Regulation would amount to a legal justifica- 
tion, the person imprisoned being a slave, and not under any specific contract of 
sevvict' ? 

8. We also stated that w t; considered it to be desirable to inquire of the judges 
of the Su<hler F(aij<larry Adawlut at Bombaj^ wlmt is the number of cases in 
which the regulation lias 1>ecn put in force against slaves, and whether, under 
the Bombay Regulations, a master punishing a servant (not being a •slave), 
young or old, by moderate correction for gross negligence or misconduct, would 
be punishable as for an assault? 

IK With •I’egard to the general practice of magistrates," wc observed,* that 
there \ras no doubt that, as regards immodjerate correction, or even moderate 
correction without fault, every^ kind of law, and the universal practice of magis- 
trates throughout India, is in favour of tbe slave. What, we stated, w e particu- 
larly desired to know was, whether the Sudder Foujdarry Adaw lut meant, that* 

.tho„ 
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the general pru«itice applies to moderate correction for negligence or misconduct. Ho, 2 .; 
if such were the case, we further desired to be informed of the mimber of cases .1 Nj. j> i*a. • 
in which masters have been punished by magistrates for moderate correction of 
their slav(!S. 

J 0 . We haye nf)t yet received a reply to this communication. In expectation 
of that reply, we have hitherto delayed reporting tJie papers to your Honourable 
Court. 

11. The Law Commissiemers, in acknowledging our secretary’s letter of the 
‘i7tl* of May last, observed on the lath of June mllowing, that the subject of it 
would bti discussed in their general Report upon slavery in India, which it was • 

expected would be soon rca<ly for submission to ns. 

1 * 2 . As suggested by the Governor-general in paras. 1 3 and 14 of his Lordship'.s Leg. Cons. 27 Ma 
]VIinnt(!, dated the Gth of May, we have requeste«l the Law Commissioners to sub- 
niit, for our consideration, with their own opinion an<l sugge.stions, a report on is^Dec- No, 
tlie j)resent shite of the law and practice in India relative to the sale of children. 33 . 

We have requested that this .subject might be trcate<l of in a separate report, as 
it iijjpeared to us to be a i|uestioii wbicb, supposing it to require legislation, 
migJif. be convenii^ntly legislated upon without reference to tlic question of the 
punishnu'Ht by a master of his slave. On the 1 Gtli of December last, we forwarded 
to Hi«; Coinmissiiuiers cci'tain papers which wc had called for from the Madra.s 
government, t^xplanatory of tlie cireumstances under which it was considered 
H<lvisuhle by the Sudder Court at that presidency to issue a circular ordei'. Of 17 Sept. 1839, 
directed ,to tlie, criminal authorities subordinate to it, ruling that, excepting in No. in. 
a season of famine, the act of the sale of a child by its parent was punishable by 
tazeer. This subject has also been reserved by the Commissioners for considera- 
tion in tli(*ir general Report on slavery. 

W(! have, &.c.' 

(signed) J. Nir.olls. 

P'ort William, 27 January 1840. Ti'. PV. Jiird. 

tf 'in. Casement. 

A. Amos. 


Extract JiunciAi. Lktter from Fori Si. George, dated 10 February (No. 4) 1840. 

Para. 17. The government of India having retpiested that the Court of Fouj- 
<laree Aduwlut might he called upon to rcjiort the circumstances under which the 
i.sHic of the Cireulav Order, No. Ill, on the ssde of ehiUIron, was tliought a<lvi- Sa’e of children, 
sable, wt! re<pieste«l the judgi-s to stq»ply the information ; and a copy of their 
nqdy, wbicb was didy furuislted to that governinciit, we beg now to submit, for 
the information of > our Honourable Court. The. Circular f)rder in question was 
forwarded to your llonourabh! Court iu a letter to the address of the secretary at 
tile India IJoiiso, dated 1.5 October 1839, No. 29. 


Extkact Legislative Letter from /wf/ia, <luted 16 November (No. 19) 1840. 

Para. 31. In our despatch, No. J, of 1840, we informed your Honourable Slavery, 
t .'ourt tliat we had called on the Law Commission ami the goviuTiments of Madras l-cg.C 0 ns .37 Apr 
and Bombay for further information relative to a propo.scd law providing that N®- ^°* 
personal injury or assault committed on a slave should he punished in the same 
manner as if committed on a free person. On agam calling the attention of the 
Bombay government to the subject, his Honor in Council furnisiied ns with 
ilocuintnts containing the opinions of tlie judges of the Sudder Adawlut and of 
the acting advocate-general on the several points referred to in the despatch 
above (j[uoted. . • 
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Extract Legislative CoNsirLTATiox, 6 Novembep 1S88. 

Extract from a Letter (No. 168) from J. C.C. Sutherland^ Esq. Secretary 
to the Indian Law Commission, to T. H. Maddockf Esq. Secretary to tlie 
Government of India, dated 14 September 1838. 

Sept. 28, 1835: Mr, Secretary JVfac* Pam. 7. For consideration in their proper place, the letters 
e^e^ncfosed*^**^' '"^***' correspond- noted in the marg^in, made to tliCt Law Commissioners t|irec 
Dec! 7 *18;^ ditto, with ditto. references connected with slavery. First, as to bondage an<l 

.July 17^1837 : ditto! with ditto. slavery in Assam : second, the enactment of a law extending to 

the ^adra.s territory rules analogous to those of Regulation 
X. of 1811, and Regulation III. of 1832, of the Bengal Code, for the purpose of 
preventing importation of slaves and internal removal for purposes of traffic : third, 
the system of slavery existing among the Portuguese inhabitants of Anjengo. 

8. In pursuance of the intention expressed in the general letter of the 30th 
March ('No. 108), tht; Law Commissioners Avill soon address the Supreme 
Government on these important subjects. 


JS’o..*a. 

• 1 1 ? D I A. . 


Extract of a Letter from the Officiating Secretaiy to the Indian Law 
Commissioiici's, dated 30 March 1838 (No. 108). 


Letter, dated sStli September 1835, No. aoi. — '^IVansmitting copies 
of a correspondence relative to the gradual mitigation and extenua- 
tion of slavery and bondage in Assam. 

Letter, dated ytli December 1 835, No, 66.— ^Transmitting copies 
of a letter from the chief secretary to the government of Fort 
Sfc. George, dated 17th November, and of its enclosures, relative to 
the prohibition of the importation of slaves by land into places de- 
pendent upon the Madras presidency. 

Letter, dated i7tli July 1837, continuation of letter, 

No. 66, dated the 7lh December 1835, transmitting copies of a com- 
municution from the‘cln'ef secretary to government of Fort St. 
George, dated the Gth of June 1837, and of its accompaniments, rela- 
tive t© a system of slavei’y existing among the Portuguese ini habi- 
tants of Anjengo. 

Letter, dated lilh December, 1837, No. . — Forwarding copies 
of papers relative to the traffic in slaves, which is supposed to be car- 
ried on to a considerable extent in the ports upon the Malabar coast. 
Desiring the Commission to put the Act proposed by the govern- 
ment of Bombay, for the suppression of this traffic, into proper form, 
and to return it with their reply. 


These papers relate to the important 
subjt^ct of slavery, 

Tlui question of providiug more effee- 
tually bylaw for thepreventiuii of theim- 
portati on of foreign slaves hy sea, which 
IS the subject of the paper last ontcrc'il, is 
distinct from the questions to which the 
papers mentioned in th(i four first entries 
relate; and it will be distinctly trc'ated in 
a separate letter now under prejiarution. 
The papers mentioned in the three first 
entries Jiere noted refer to the importa- 
tion of foreign slaves by land, and to 
questions of internal regulation in re- 
spect of native slaves, 'fhese subjects 
will be treated in another separate let- 
ter, now also under preparation. 


(No. 46.) 

No. 12. Extract from the Proceedings of the Honourable the President in Council in 
the Political Department, under date the 17th October 1838. 

Extract from a Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors (No. 12) 

of 1838, dated 13 February. 

Nos. 84108!), Para. 26. It was highly proper in Lieutenant-colonel Voung to refuse to 

confining slaver)’ deliver up fugitive slaves; and although that officer must be held to have 
«n Ourhw;!' exceeded his powers in i.s.suing to the Rajah of Gurhwal a peremptory mandate. 

requiring him to interdict the future purchase of sla'frcs'in his territories, the letter 
of Sir diaries Metcalfe to the Rajah, urging him to discourage the practice, was 
highly commendable. " • 

27. The Lieutenant-governor appears to have first learned the existence of 
slavery in Kuniaon from the statements of the Gurhwal Rajah on the piA^seiit 
occasion, miferences were very properly made to the commissioner of Kumaoi; 
for information on the subject ; and that ofccer’s reply will, of course;, lie foi’- 
*vardi‘d to us. The information which your Government tiossesses, applicable to 
the execution of the intention of Parliament respecting the abolition of slavcMy 

throughout 
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throughout India, seems siHl to be defcotiye; and we recommend to you 
the issue of circulai* querie&i with a view, in payticnlar, to hscertam in what payts 
of the Britisli territories agricultural slavery exists, what is its charsetyr, and 
what the nature of tlie dififtcultiCs which may oppose its abolition. ija. ; 


Extbact from a Letteb from the Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor-General, dated 11 June 1838. 

With reference to paragraphs 20 and 27 of the Court’s despatch, pointing but 
that the information which the government possesses respecting the aboli^ou of 
slavery throughout India seems still to be defective, and recommending the issue 
of circular fjueric|, with a view, in particular, to ascertain in wbat part of the 
British territories agricultural slavery exists, what is its cbaractelll^ and what the 
nature of the difficiuties opposed to its abolition, his Lordship has had occasion 
to know that very extensive information was, some time ago, laid before the Law 
Commission ; and lie would recommend that tlie evidence possessed by that body 
should b(! digested, any defects in it supplied, and a report, thus compiled, be 
transmitted to the llouoni’ablc Court. His Lordship would add, that with refer- 
ence to sucl) returns, and in discussing the subject with the best authorities, he 
Jiad satisfied himself that (practically) in our courts of justice the riglits of master 
over slave, and a property iu Jiis labour, cannot be asserted ; and it has laicn 
jirovided, in the draft, of the Penal Code now before the Council, that no plea, 
tbuiided oil the supposed rigiit of one man over the person of another, shall justiiy 
injury or restraint. It has also, as his Lordship’believes, been fully established, 
that throughout our well-settled provinces, where there is a dominion of law 
and a knowledge of right, agricultural slavery cannot bo said to exist ; although, 
ill some of our frontiers, as in Assam, and in our less reclaimed districts, parti- 
(;ularly in Malabar, the government may yet have, for a time, to contend with 
inveterate national liabit. But the contest must be conducted with tlie support 
and care of the Government, under good legal institutions, and by persevering 
exertions of local authority, rather than by abrupt and sweiqjing interterence. 

Ordered, that the foregoing extracts be sent to the Legislative Department, with 
a view to the same being made the subject of a communication to the Law 
S Commission. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) fV. S. Bayley, 

Assistant Secretary to the (iovernment of India. 


Notes by the Honourable A. Amos, and T. C. Robertson, Esqrs. 

Tins reference is likely to take up a considerable time, for a report on the 
ilomcstic slavery of India would take an individual, and still more a commission, 
a long time to prepare. 

Lately, the Mysore Report was sent (I believe by the Govoriior-geuetars 
directions) to the Commission ; and it has, I collect, absorbed the attention oi’ 
two of the Commissioners for some time. 

With such interruptions, I see no hopes for “ procedure,” and yet there seems 
to be nothing so pressing as the adapting of the Mofussil Courts to the trial of 
Europeans,, the harmonizing of the Supreme Court with the Mofussil Courts, 
&c. ; and we have, now before us the suggestion, that the Mofussil Courts have 
n§ legal means of obtaining evidence at Calcutta, aud that they in fact obtain 
it in such a way as would avoid their criminal and liK il proceedings. 

* ^ ' (signed) A. Awm. 

I. quite agree with, Mr. Amos, and would instruct the Law Commission to 
Jeave domestic slavery alone for the present. ’ 

• . (signed) T. C. Robertson. 


<: 
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No. 2. 

India. Extract of a Letter (No. 448) from T. If, Mcddock, Esq. Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of India, to J, C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secre- 
tary to the Indian Law CommisiSion, dated 5 Novemher 1838. 

No. 14. Para. 2. Secondly. On the subject of slavery, adverted to in the 7tli and 8th 

paras, of your letter, the President in Council looks forward to the early Report 
Pol. 13 Feb. 1838, promised by the Commissioners. A copy of an extract fk»m a despatch from 
No, la. ’ the Honourable Court of Directors on this subject, is roforred for the I<aw 

Commissioners’ information. 


Extract Legislative Consultation (No. 105), 26 No\^mber 1838. 

Ko. 3. From J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commi.ssion, to 

T. If Maddock, Es<j. Secretary to Government of India, Legislative Depart- 
ment, dated .10 November 1838. 

Sir, 

^ I Aiv^ directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the .^»th November, 
and, with reference to an extract from a despatai from tlie Honourable Court of 
Directors, on the subject of slavery, enclosed in that letter, the Law Commis- 
sioners direct me to say that, if it is the wish of G(wernment that they should 
now enter upon the general question of the abolition of slavery throughout India, 
ill execution of the intentions of Parliament, they would suggest that some of 
their members should be detached for the purpose of local inquiry. They htel 
that, without such inquiry, it would be impossible for tliem to pronounce, with 
confidence, upon die time at which, or the means by vdiich, the abolition of 
slaveiy can be eflected, with a due regard m those intere.sts which, however 
iniquitous as regards the slave, appear nevertheless, to have the sanction of 
legal right. 

2. The important work of firaming a code ol‘ judicial establishments .ami pro- 
cedure, in wliich the Comuii8.sioners are now engaged, though the attention of 
the absent members must of course be witlidfrawn from it, would, if this phm 
were adopted, be continued uninterrupted by those who remain at Calcutta. 

3. AVitb reforenee to ])aras. 7 and 8 of my letter to Mr. Se(jrotary Maddock, 
No. ir>0, the Commissioners direct me to observe, that the three brandies of 
the subject of slaveiy alluded to in tiiose paragraphs, can, in their opinion, be 
cffectnally disposed of only in the manner they have suggested above witli 
reference to llie general question. 

4. I'he ])ro])ositious, from Assam in particular, relating to registration, com- 
jx nsation by Govoruinent, and punhasc of freedom by the slave, could hardly 
Ik decided upon without local inquiry. 

5. 'file Commissioners possess, it is true, much inforhiation in the shape of 
answers to questions addressed to the several Courts of Sudder Dewaiiny and 
Nizanmt Adawlut. But these questions were framed with a view to obtain such 
information as should enable the Commission to determine whether it was neces- 
sary to make any distinctions in the Penal Code in consequence of the legal 
existence of slax cry ; and it is obvious tJiat a much more searching jmd minute 
iiupiiry is necessary before the Commission e«in venture to recoranuuid |)o.sitive 
measures for the mitigation and ultimate abolition of slavery. They abstain from 
entering into any further details until they are informed whether it is the wish 
of his Honor in Council, that they should give, their assistance to Government 
in exccutmg the intentions of Parliament as exprtsabd in the 8Hth section jif 
the Charter Act. 

I have, &c. • 

Indian Law Commission, (signed) J, C. C, Sutherland, 

16 Nov/mber 18.38. Secretasy. 
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(No, 1043.) ‘ ‘ . INJOliA. 

From IL Chamier, Esq. Cluef Secretary, Fort St. George, to T. H. Maddock, Esq. 

<.)fficiating Secretary to the Government of dated 30 October 1938 . ■ No. 4 . 

Sir. 

Thk Honourable the Court of Directors having, in para. 54 of tlieir.letter, Judicial Depart* 
dated the 5th January la^. No. 1, a copy of which is annexed, directed that a 
tratiscript of a paper, contsfining answers to the quesdons circulated by thfe Board PP- 4 i 6 -- 4 a 3 «f, 
of Control regarding slavery in the East Indies, lai^ before this Government by m 

Mr. F. C. Brown on the 26th February 1834, may be furnished to the Legisla” iggs. 
tive Council of India, I am directed by the Bight honourable the Governor in 
Council to forwaif d you a copy of the document m question, and to request that 
the same may bo submitted to the Honourable the President in Council in the 
Legislative Department. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) M. Chantier, 

Fort St. George, 30 Octo1)er 1838. Chief Secretary. 


(No. 471.) 

From T. II. Maddock, E«q. Secretary to the Government of India, Lej^islativc 
Department, to’ J, C, C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Com- 
mission, dated the ‘26th November 1838. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, I am directed to request that you 
will inform the. Law Commissioners that it is not the intoutiou of the President 
in Council to direct them to institute an inquiry into the state of slavery in India 
in the manner suggested by tlie Law Ominiissioners in tli(‘. first ))aragrapli of 
your letter of the 1 6th instant. 

2. The enclosed copy of a desmtiji from the Honourable Court of Directors, 
dated the 29th August last, will point out to the I.rfiw Commissioners what is 
particularly requiivd at the present moment in the shape of information on the 
subject of Indian slavery ; and the Prcsiilent in Council is in hop(!S that, with 
the ma6.s of information on this subject already collected by the Commission, 
and by ubtmning early replies to such queries as tin* CommissionoTs may think, 
it n<!<x*sHury to put to officers of Government in ditferent parts of India, such a 
report may be furnished, in time t<j meet the wishes of the Hcmourable Court of 
Directors, as may be found eminently useful, though it does not embrace all tin; 
details which a more prolonged investigation would have aeciiiuulate<l. 

3. I am directed to annex au extract from a letter from tlnj dejmty secretary 
to the Government of India with the Governor-general, dated the 11th June 
1 888, in which his Lordship recommends that the evidence on the subject of 
slavery possesstal by the Law Commissioners, should be digested, and that* any 
defects in it being supplied, a report shall be compiled for transmission to the 
Court of Directors. 

4. 1 am also directed to furnish you with a letter, in original, from the chief 

secretary of Govcu'nmenl at Madras, Containing copy of one from Mr. Brown, 
with his replies to the queries on the subject of slavery circulated by the Bosird 
of Control, which itiay be returned if the Commissioners are alrejidy in posses- 
sion of a copy of diosc questions and answers. ' 

**■ ' * I have* & 1 .. . 

CSuncll Chamber, (signed) T. H. Maddock, 

26 November 1888. Secretary tp Govornmeut of India. 
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(No. 168.) ' ‘ , 

Extract LsaistATivE Consultations, 17 December 1838. 

No, 44 , From J. C. C, Sutl^rland,' "Esfi. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, to 

J. P. Grants Esq. Ofl5.ciating Secretary to the Government of India, I.egislative 

Department, dated 7 December 1838. ' 

Sir, 

1 AM directed by the Law Commissioners to acknowledge and reply to your 
letter of the 26th ultimo, being in answer to mine of tlxe 16th. With it wore 
received the following enclosures : 

1 ,st Copy of a despatch of the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 29th Au- 
gust 1838. * 

2d. Extract of a letter from the deputy secretary to the Government of India 
in attendance on the Govemor-general, dated llth June 1838. 

3d. Original letter" of the chief ' secretary of the Madras Government, dated 

30 October 1838, with copy of Mr. Brown’s replies to the 1 7 questions of the 
Board of Control on the subject of slaveiy in the East Indies. 

2. The Law Commissioners observe that the Honourable Court, with re- 
ference to Mr. Macnaghten’s' letter, dated 31st of August 1836 (in which were 
enclosed extracts, paras. 38 to 7i>, from the honourable Court's despatch of the 
lOtli Deceml>er 1834, No. 44), direct that their attention may be recalled to the 
gener;|l. question’ of Indian slavery, and require an early report as to the means 
of carrying into effect the measures remedial of slavery with the fulhist practical 
extent. 

3. The Right honourable tlie Governor-geucral, upon the suggestion of a prior 
despatch of the Honourable Court, recommends, in the deputy secretary’s letter 
above mentioned, that the evidence possessed by the Commission should be 
digested, any defects in it supplied, and that a report thus compiled be ti’ans- 
mitted to the Honourable Court. 

4. Tlie Law Commissioners /lirect me to request that you will inform his 
Honor the President in Council .that thej' will, with as little delay as possible, 
endeavour to carry 'into effect the' instructions contained in yoxir letter. 

5. They instruct me at the same time to rqmark, that the Honourable Court, 
in directing that the attention of the Law Commissioners should be immediately 
recalled to the -subject of slavery, seem to be under a misapprehension as to tlxe 
nature of the communication made to the. Commission by Government on the 

31 St of August 183.5; but as the Commissioners will have an opportunity of 
removing this misapprehension in the Re|iort upon slavery wliich they are now 
called upon to prepare, they do not wish "me here to enter into any explanations. 

6. In the Appendix to the Report of thfj Select Committee, dated 16th of 
August 1832, head, “ Public (K.),” the answers pf Mr. Babt;r to the questions of 
the Board of Control on the subjec* of slavery are printed ; and at page 423, 
reference is made to “ the slavery in India documents laid before Parlianicnt 
12 March 1828.” The Iaiw Commissioners would feel obliged if his Honor 
the President in Council will cause them to be provided with a copy of these 
documents, whicli have (they believe) been printed. 

i I liave, &c. 

Indian Law Commission, . , , (signed) J. C, C,'Sut?ierlandf Secretary. 

7 December 1838. 


^No.'613.) . ' /. T’, 

From .7. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to Govifminent of India, to 
J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Sectetary to tliife >lndi^ Law Commission, «dated 
17 Decemberiiass, . ' 

Sir, .* ^ „ > 

directed by the Honourable -the President in Council to acknowledge tlie'' 
reed ip of your letter. No. 168, of the 7th instant; and with reference to the last 
P^llfefcthcreof, to forward herewith, for the use of the Commission, a printed 



AND MEASURES t^KEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. * 13 

copy of the p^ers touching the state of slavery in India, whiclj were ordered by No. 2. 
the House of Commons to he printed on the 12th of March 1828. This book has INDIA 
been procured from the office of the secretary in tlie General Department ; and 
I am directed to request that you will return it, with the Report upon slavery 
Avhich the Commissioners arc now preparing- « ^ ' 

^ I havci &c. 

' * ■ . ' , 

Council Chamber, . (signed) J. P. Grants 

\7 December 1838. , Officiating Secretary to Government of India. 


Extract Legislative Consultation, 4 February 1839. 

* 

(No. 2.) 

From J. P. Grants Esq. Officiating Secretary to the GoVjprnment of Ixtdia, to Ne. 2. 

J. C, C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indhin Law Commission, dated 

31 December 1838. 

Sir, ’ ■ ■ 

With reference to ray letter to your address, dated the 17th instant. No. 513, Leg, jjcp. 

I am directed by the Honourable the President in Council to request that you 
will inform the Commissioners that h>s Honor in CouncR is very anxious to 
transmit a Report on the Subject of slavery in British India to the home autho- 
rities, by the tiverland mail of March next, at the latest. He would wish to be 
furnished with the report which the Commissioners have promised on tlmt im- 
portant subject one clear month, or at least three clear weeks before the latest 
safe date for sending despatches from hence, in order to go by the March packet 
from Bombay. If tlie Commission shall not be able to prepare a complete 
report upon the subject by the time stated, his Honor in Council still hopes 
that they may be able to furnish him by that time with a report embracing the 
matter of some considerable part of the necessary information, for immediate 
submission to the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

I have. See. 

a . 

Council Chamber, (signed) J. P. Grant, 

31 Dec. 1838. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 


(No. 177.) ; • 

From J. C. C. Sutherland, Estj. Secretary to the Inditm Law Commission, to 
J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Legis- 
lative Department, dated 8 January 1839. 

■ Sir, , ■ ‘ ' 

1 AM directed- to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 31st Decem- 
ber, received the 7th instant. 

2. In that letter you state that the Honourable the President in Council would 
wish to be furnished with the Report which the Commissioners have promised 
on the important subject of slavery, one clear month, or at least three clear 
weeks before the latest safe date for sending despatches from hence, in order to 
go by the March packet from Bombay. 

^ 3. Supposing tiie packet to leave Bombay the lieginning of March, the latest 
safe date tor siding despatches from hence will be about the 12th of February, 
an^ three weeks before^ that will be the 18th January. The Commissioners 
direct mie to say that they fear, considering tJxe mass of materials before them, 
that it will be impoi^ible to prepare a report within so tHami a tinae, 

. ^ , I have, &c. *. 

s Indian Law Commission, , (signed) . ■[ ' J. C, C. Sutlterland^ 

8 January 1639. ' ; r Secretary. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON 


, J.N I> lA. MiNtTE by the- Hoftourable A. Arno^ ’iiaied 4 ' 18819- 

Knowino the anxiety of the Honoui’able Court of Di^c^rs to be furnished, 
at the earliest opporttmityj^with all the inftn’mation: "wfiich; has Tbeen collected 
upon the subject of slaveiy by the Law Corainission, in conseqdence of the 
recent directions of the HonouKiblo Court, as a member ol, the Law Commis- 
sion, I beg to lay before the Council a copy of the examittati,otta which have 
been taken, pursuant to such directions, and to obet^rve that the subject c^ju- 
tinues to occupy the particular attention of the Law Commission. 

4 February 1830 . (signed) A. Amos. 


■* ^ , QUESTIONS. 

I. — Ov what place are you a native, and what districts are you principally acquainted 

with frofti residence therein ? 

2- — What are the ciasscB of domestic and what their conditions, according to your 

observation ? ■ ' 

i). — What usually is the origin of doxnffStic slavery ? 

4 .- — Ate the sale and purchase of domestic! slaves frequent amdn^t the Hindoos or Moslems ? 

6. — By what meuns are recusant domestic sltwes coerced ? 

6. — In wliat inodes are domestic slaves usually worked ? 

7. — Does figrestic slavery obtain at any places ^ith which you J^re acquainted. What is 

its character, and what classes of people are such slaves, and what is the origin of 
their servile state ? 

8. — Arc agrestic slaves ^ regarded as bound to the scSl, and may they be sold or removed at 

the pleasure of the muster, and are j^uch sales and I’emovals frequent ? 
y, — In what models are they worked and coerced ? . 

manumission olten pmetised, and is it desired by the slave ? 

II. ^Tb tlie slave entitled to acnuiie property for his own use i 

12. -~Are domestic or agrestic slaves married with obseiwanee of rites, and is it a duty of' the. 

master to provide for the marriage of his male und female slaves, and when the 
slave husband and wife belon|[ing to diiferent masters, or when the husband is free, 
by what rule is the ownership in fneir <^hildrcn regulated ? 

13. — If a fcinale slave be married to a freeman, or the slave of another jx^rson, has the hus- 

band any right to remove or retain his wife ? 

14. — C an you "mention any judicial decision or orders by magistrates passed in regard to 

questions between muster and slav<i ? ^ ^ 

15. — What is the gehcnil clnuacter of the treatment of slaves, domestic or agrestic, in respect 

to diet, clothing, care and support, in illness and old age? 

10.— Can the slave, infinn from old age, or other cause, assert a right to support on his 
master ? 

17. — Does ill usage give the slave a legal right to emancipation ? 

IB.- — Are slaves often let out to hire, or mortgaged ? 

in — ‘What are the usual forms by which slaves are transferred ? ti 

20. — Have any instances of ti'ansfer of slaves under contracts for hire, for long or short periods, 

come under your notice, and, under any circumstances, is such a contract popularly 
confgdered as operathig on absolute sale ? 

21. — Does the imwe of a slave, the subject of such contract, become the property of the 

hirer / 


additional QUESTIONS. 

Has the slave ft right to food, clothing, and shelter from the master? if withheld, bow 
docB he obtain ml reB.«i ? . : 

Can he, under ^ ach circumstances, transfer hts septieek tp Another, or is it good ground 
for emiincipatiou ? 

Is cruelty or hard usage ground for emancipation? By wliom are the funeral cicpcuaos 
of a deceased slave defrayed ? Is the masiet |irohibilted from requiring any -parttcwlaf service 
frqni his slave? Any aflV^ting caste? . Conmibinage ? Has a slave a ngnt to any portion 
of his time iii*wdiich to Work lor himself? When a separated slave is, called on to perform 
t>thg| «ej vice?i than to attend at rniarrieges, festivals, Sup. he ever receive hire lor such 
‘tervice ? Have these separated slaves usually a spot of ^ee land given theta (nanka^) 
>e erection of their houses ? ‘ , 

liich is cheapest, the services of a male or feni^le slave, or of' a. free “servant? What 
ilie expense of each ? If dearer, wherein the advaiita 5 ^:e of slave s«irvicfe ?‘ 'Ai*o malp slaves 



A*-' fAiiCEN ' FOIt ' m .rs? 

ever ret^iincd merely for tlie- pwrppee ofjrefiaittiaff the femafe t Are female free eervahts for 
domestic work eai^lly p^curahle? * eiavee fteouent^ employed as cotifidentiiil 
in the superintendence of hcjuaeholM or gomaehta&s, tehaildars^ mooktars, &c. ? 

Call a pei^Urbecorning a slave for debt, or by selling himself^ redeem himself by paying; 
the principal debl^ or with interest,, or on repayment of the p^jreho^-monby ; or can parents 
redeem their ch^dren sold during distress, by repayaiertt of the purehasc*money, or with in- 
terest, or with expenses incurred? 

. Is slavery of Mahomedans confined to any particular class or classes of Mahomedans ? 

Do Maliomedans circumcise their Hindoo slaves? 

Is^therc any kidnapping goiqg on for the purposes of slave trading ? if so, whence and by 
whom committed ? ^ 

^Vhat proportion do the slaves bear to the whole population ? Does not every respectable 
Hindoo and Mahumedan family keep slaves according to their ability? 

Mumoffes . — With whom is the marriage of a female slave generally contracted ? Ever 
with a freeftian? Who defrays the expenses of the marriage?* , 

ff she is married to a freeman, docs sli^ become tree; if so, how is hei* master com- 
pensated ? . ^ ji*. 

Arc the daughters of female slaves usually married to freemen and does the nmster in 
such cases receive a douceur for the bridegroom,. called ^^menet^baitah/’ and thus reliuqnifih 
all right over her ? . , * 

If a female slave is married to the male rIuVc of another, dotliey five iogetller does each 
continue to serve liis and her oMrxt master ? if ijotf bow b the ihaster ' who loses his slave's 
services compensated? iDoes a male slave ever marry a frcic woman, &c, ? if so, does she 
become the slave of his master^ Does one person, slave or freeman, ever many several 
slave women ? Are you nWsire of the practice, bf punkah shadee,'* heakara,^' ur, 
pun wall battur'^ professional bridegrooiu . 

Offspring , — To whom (jbes the produce of the marriage of two slaves, diffWeiit masters, 
belong ? , . ^ 

To the master of the male or female slave ? 

Or the male issue to the one, the fomate to the other ? 

Does it dcqiend on which master pays the expenses of the marriage ? 

'fo whom the issue of a marriage between a female slave and a free man ? 

Betwfjeu a male slave and a free woman ? 

To \vl)om, in ease of a punwah shadee ? Has tire boakai*^ a right to every altermte 
chilri ? Are the female children necessarily slaves ? Or may they, on attaining maturity, 
dispose of themselves to whom and how they please ? On the marriagii of a mule or female 
^lavo, is it ever stipulated with the master that the offspring sludl not be slaves ? Is it ever 
stipulated at such marriages that tlie parents shall be at liberty to sell or otlicrwise dispose 
of their female issue to w hom they like ? ; 

Tr4tmfers * — Is the transfer of slaves by sale frequent, and what the usual prices ? Is it un- 
lawful for the master to sell (moitgagc or let) his slave beyond a certain distance, L e, the 
next village or pergunnah * oris his right unliniited in this respect ? Would it be considered 
hard if Im sold his slave to a resident of a distant zUIah ? ^ 

Arc^ there: any adsciipti gU bm who cannot be sold separate, from the laud ? 

May thc! slaves, when unwilling to go to the hew purchcuicr, select a purchaser of his own, 
and cui^the master object to this,- or may they m such c,aeeK punchase their freedom ? 
In cast* of a sale, does any property possessed by the slave go to the new master, or remain 
with the old / 

Can marri< (i slaves l>e sold so as to sepa^iate them, the husband from the wife ? Can 
childi-en be sold (or given away), so. as to separate them from their parents before a certain 
age, and what age ? Are slaves <^ld by auction in execution of decrees, or for arrears of 
revenue or rent? ^ 

Mortgage and X^««es.~Wbat are the conditions of mortgage t And as tcspects the 
children living at the time or the|pafter born? Are long leases frequent with the Hindoos 
and Mahomedans f How mapy years ? Wliy lease ? What becomes of the children ? Does 
it bind them for offer, or for a time? ** Izarananmhs,^’ purur chaltur'* (deed of sale). 
Who maintains the slave during Suppose he dies, or becomes disiibi^^ how 

tloes that affect the contract ? 

Arc short leases practised ? Hpw long ? At %vliat rate ? 

VrostituHon . — Are sale, or hire leases for this purpose lawful ? 

Mock Marriagenj*^ 


2: 
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, * 

LIST of"WiTKE!>sss examined on(,SL4vi5»t'. 


NO. 

DAI V or 
KXAMIN^TkON. 

s 

XAMC 5 . 

native country. 



occlri»A'rioN. 


1838 : 




1. 

28 December 

Raj Covind Sen - 

• - Pergunnah Saritel, 
village Cbuntoorjf 1'ip* 
perab. 

* - Mooklitear of the Rajah 
of Tipperab* 

2. 

s8 — - 

1839 : 

Telv Loll 

- ♦ Belmr, \ illuge Tut tell- 
poor, porgunnah Putch* 
rope. 

- • Mookhtear ih the Suddor 
Dowanny Adawlut, C«il- 
cutta. 

3. 

2 January 

Vydia Nath Misdcr - 

- - Tirlioot, pergunixali 
Dharwar. 

- - Pundit of the rre*^ideiicy 
Sadder Dewaiiny Adawlut. 

4 - 

a 

2 — . 

ilauiud Hus$ool 

- - Debar district, l^atna, 
pergunnali Sanda, 

Vakeel of ditto. 

5 - 

12 — 

It, 11, Mytion, csfj. • 



Magistrate of Sylht-t. 

il 

J,> — - 

Dhuib Singlt Dos - 

- - Porgunnali Outteya, 
Northern Cuttack, 

4 

* 

- * Oriah Missiil Kihan in 
the Presidency Sudder De- 
wnnny Adawlut. 

7 - 

18 — . , 

Kablioo Natli Khan * 

- - Village Sattecn, per^* 
guiinal) Kbsittu ilajsha- 
bye. 

w - Agent of the Ranees ol 
the late Hajah Bislu n Nath, 
'of Natore. 


f 

S 3 — - 

Henxy lUckctU, e&q. 


- -Commisc^ioncr of Revenue 
and Circ'uir, iQtU division, 
Cuttack. 

2*. 

2:^ ~ - 

Tck Loll 

Continuation of the examination of. 

V- 

0 

3^ — - 

Ram Kri<ilma Piitnaik 

- - Village Durmukhun 
Daporc, pergimnAli Sa- 
racl, near Poorec, South* 
ern Division. 

- - Mooklitear in the Suddei 
Board of Revenue, (’’al- 
cutta. 


(tigned) J. C. C. Suthalanti, 

Secretary Indian Law Commission 


28 December 183H. 

Jlaj Govind Hen, Mookhtear of tlie Rajah of I'tppera fi. » 

I AM a native of the pergannah Sarail, village Cliuntoor, in Tipperuh. • 

I am acquainted with the diatricts of Tipperali, Sylhet^ MymeoBing, Dacco, and 
Chittagong. 

In these districts there are ttvo classes of slaves, the Kayat and Chundal. 

The distinction between them is, that the Kayat is pure, and the superior castes can 
receive water from him ; the Chunoal is impure, and can only be employed in out-dooi 
work. , 

A slave is eitliet so by descent or by sale. A fice person may be sold cither by both hie 
patents 01 the survivor of them, or by himself. * 

A tree person who has attained maiority cannot be sold_ unless with his own consent. 

These sales of free men only take place in time of calamity. 

Sometimes the consideration for which a free mao sells himself is marriage with a slave 
whom the master will not permit him to marry upon other terms. 

bometimes free persons arc sold by theiusclves or ny their parents to Mussulmans, ond 
become Mussulmans. But no adult, t|>veo if already a slave, can be sold to a Mussulman, 
without his own consent. 

If a Kayat slave w^re converted to lalamism, he would become nnfit for domestic use, 
but H'ouid continue a slave, and might be employed out of doors by a Hindoo master. 

1 am not t^warc that these is any impovtation of slaves for sale in the districts of which 
I speak, tliuugh sometimes people, going to Assam buy staves there, and bring them back 
with them. 

'I’he price of a young Kayat woman varies fronl 40 to too mpees ; that of a young man 
from 20 to 40. 

The price of a young Cbundanl woman va|ies from 10 to ao rupees ; that of a young 
Chuudaul man is about the same. • 





THe edfis^ of the tb# fooiale amt^tig Kftj^at slarai kf >he 

att«fn<te ^|>pii tlio;l«4ie«,of tbo ibto^ " 

The prfcb of a Kay^t h ffoni ao to 30 rapeea; that of a mate ebild, from 

10 to 25'. * ■ ' '"' ' 

That of a femt^ Choodapl, is. ftom 7 to io rupees y that of a male child^, the same* 
There is in l^lhet a class of ont-dpor slaves, who are Mosaulmaiv^. I believe they are 
low caste people, who have been cobvertecft, but have retained their servile state. 

Slaves are very numerous in these districts ; a family of respectability will frequently 
have from 10 to 25 families of slaves ; aiiil there is no family of respectability, either 
Mahfemedan or Hindoo, that has not at least one family of slaves. 

L Should say, one*-fourth of fhe population are staves* 

‘ Many slaves are not required to do regular work for their masters, but only to attend at 
festivals. 

There is generally a reciprocal regard between master and slave; and the master treats 
his slave with more kindness and attention than his hired servant. 

la general, it is considered derogatory to sell a slave ; but it is done when the owner is 
in distress. 

It is customary, on the marriage of a daughter, to give one or two female slaveaas her 
attendants. . , 

If a slave gives offence, it is usual to give him a slap or blow with a shoe. 

J never heard of a case of manumission; but a master sometimes ejtpels his vicious 


slave. t 

Slaves are married with the same ceremonid^ as free persons of the same class; and 
when the husband and wife belong to different masters, it is usual for the owner of the 
woman to give her to the man^a master, receiving a present, which is always less than her 
value. V ^ . 

If this kind of marriage takes place without the consent of the woman’s master, the^ 
offspring are ail his slaves* 

Sometimes female slaves are married to persons whose profession it is to go abou^ias the 
husbands of slaves ; these persons are called byahkara, and this kind of marriage is called 
punwa shadi. The offspring of this ng^arriage are the slaves of the woman^s master. The 
bvahkara is generally a slave, but receives to his own use what be earns as a byahkara. 
lie comes to each of iiis wives about once in a month or two, and receives at each visit 
sustenance and a present. He receives at each marriage four or five rupees. 

It is not usual to let slaves to hire ; but iiave heard that beyond the limits of the Com- 
pany’s territories, in the hill country of Tipperab, Mannypore, and Juntia, that cmftom 
prevails. 

J|,n a case which was decided on appeal in the Nizamut Adawlut in 1837, <^^rtain slaves 
were restored to their owner. The name of the case is, Pholia and others (the slaves) v. 
Mu.snud AH, zemindar of Sarail, whose agent I was. 

A nephew of mine brought an action against a slave of his and two persons, to whom 
the slave had clandestinely given his own daughters in marriage. The object of the suit 
was 10 recover the two female slaves ; the suit was compromised. 

In another case, «>f which the circumstaoces were the same, the master got a decree in 
the zillah court of Tipperah, and recovered his female slave. 

1 have been 18 years in Calcutta, and only know these cases from hearsay. 




28 December 1838. 

Tek ZoU, Mookhtcar in the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, Calcutta. 

1 WAS born in Behar, in the village of Futtehpore, perguniiah Putchioke* 

I am acquainted with Ulat district and the adjoining ciistricts. * 

Of Hindoo slaves, there are two classes in Behar; tne Kuhar and the Dhanuk which is 
also called Juswar Kirmi. These are both inheritable, and are transferable by sale* By 
the local custom of Behar, fiee persons, whether infant or adult of these two classes, may 
be sold by their fiiaternal uncles or maternal grandmothers, not by their parents* 

No one would buy a free person of classes unless the maternal grandmottier or 

maternal uncle were present at the delivery, and consenting. 

The mother has a veto npon^the sale, but not the father. 

The maternal grandmother has tlie prior richt to sell. 

She being dead^ or permanently^ absent, thiini the inatertifrl uncle^ 

These sales take place not only in times Of calamity, but at times^ 

Bun vickrie is one kind of Jfaese sale^ which take plaOe wbcm tho subject of rhe sale is 
absent Trom his family mid cannot got at. ' 

The consent of the sah^ec^ is quite immaterial and is not Staked^ . / 

The price is lower when tWsale is bun vickre€,qn'ai^onnt of the riek tile buyer runs of 
not firing possession of the person Sold. ^ 

^ If a person thus sold were to refusq^ compliattce, the buyer could coerce him; and I 
should think tike magistrate would support the buyer in doing so. ' 

1 do npt know any df,;^^he ^ind qf my own.knawlii^gobut 1 Ivavc heard of suoh 
^cases. , ' " ’ ’ '’V'\ ' 
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purpose of payl«#vi|jw cfe^^Ofi Ifwth;^ ^ ^ " 

' \ 'When'^'' iatoit <^‘' a ''-cdavertof!- tw': waf<f,',tne 'ftJ'Avfeiife caQad 

mcMC^lah,:i&ftdftl^ ^ ^^v.. :/• ^;y ;:r ■ , 

{ ha^ l$«if^ m lMiy 4ki»ea bWrighii h^t fefc Hmdoo 

would ttot do/»o> because he w not be suie ol i&e slheeV caste* eiid w^^^ poHutiop. 

The akvea.thes brought from other districts wo; g^eeaHy chHdrsii; 

Be^des thdse who have tbtis become slaves fttrni feemeiit there arb mboy who mpe slaves 
by descent; these have all descended from persons bejon^ng to the Knhar or JiHhvur 
Knrmi, and who have been sold in the manner described ^ * * 

In case of scarcity or famine, other castes sometimes give up tlieir children to be brought 
up by persons in good circumstances ; but no price is given, and the children are not slaves 
though they perform services in the house. 

Sales of free persons as above described are very common ; and so are sales of persons 
already in slavery. 

The only difference between the Kuhar and the Jwswar Kurmi is, that the former being 
of inferior easte^ carry palanquins, which t lie latter do not; with this exception, they are 
both employ^ in the*same menial offices and in agriculture. 

The price of slaves of course varies much according to circumstances. But the price of 
a young female may be from 50 to 125 rupees, and that of a young male about a third less. 
The cause of the difference is, that the girl may have children, which will belong to her 


owner. 

Children of from six to eight sell for from 10 to rupees; the price of females exceeding 
that of nudes in about the same propoition as above. 

The pergunnah of Puchrokee contains about a lakh of people; I should think the pro- 
portion of slaves is about One-eighth. Probably the same proportion may prevail in the 
rest of the ziliah. 

If usslave will not work, he is coerced by threats, by flogging, and by stopping his 
rations. 

The usual character of slaves is obedient, but sometimes slnves are refractory. 

In agricultural labour, slaves are generally mixed with free labourers, and no greater 
quantity of labour is exacted from them. Both work the whole day, with short intervals 
for refreshment. 


2 .January 1839. 

Vaydia JVath Mhmr, Pundit of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, Calcutta. 

1 AM a native of pergunnah Dharour, zillnh Tirhoot. 

I am well acquainted with that ziliah, and have some knowledge of the adjoining districts 
of Sarun and Poorneah. 

The slaves in Tirhoot are all Kyburts, but they are subdivide*! into Kyburt (proper), 
Dhantik, Amat, and Kurmi. 

[Kyburt, in common parlance, is pronounced Keeat.] 

Many people of these castes, however, are free. ** 

The origin of all this slavery must be traced to self-sale or self-gift. 1 arriv^ at this 
conclusion by comparing the actual state of things with the doctrine of the shasters. 

By the Hindu law, a Brahmin cannot be a slave to anybody; a Khytyra or Byse might 
be, but I never beard of any that were. 

The slaves of the several classes mentioned are nearly the same in regard to purity, and 
arc employed indifferently in in-door and oat-door work. 

There are no slave castes in my country, nor does the HtndcS> law recognize slavery as 
incident to caste. 

Many of the slaves of great families are settled on the estates, and are not required to 
perform any service, except attending at ceremonies, and defending their master in case of 
need. They pay rent, but less than is paid by free persons. They have# however, no right 
to any part of the produce of the land, nor to any. property, os against their master; and if 
he is angry with them, be sometimes takes every thing from them. 

The Jlajah of Durbhunga has a great many slaves; many free people of the castes speci- 
fied arc in the habit of applying to be put on his list of slaves* th4«^ object is to obtain the 
offices of gorudslittw and tensildars. 

I know of no test of Hindoo law which gives the slave a right to sustenance from his 
mastei, but all masters do maintain their old and infirm slaves ; and I think, as thig is the 
established custom, a court of justice would decree maintenance to a slave if it were refused. 
But 1 know no case in which the question has beert brought before a court ; indeed, slaves 
ate generally nfore favoured than other servants. 

The practice o( self-sale is now frequent ; the transaction is recorded by an instrument 
called patam bhatarak. The price in these cases the absolute property of the slave, and! 
descends to his heirs ; which is also the case with all property of which tile slave may 
have been possessed previous to the sale. 

The stile office children by their parents only takes place in cases of great distress, and , 

would 
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'fAjqplN H>R ITS .^BWHON. 

' 'vro«»14> b9;'.mv^id4^,.odi«^.ei|etU)^l«i^ 

they wcmid be )«bared oiJ&er t»6ti>ii^ and tll#t w^lr iesBiliM 

«^pamte.dt away iol^ the 

Bajab* My etdbat liade, tfae:heM of the flumllY^ weat i^lOr to Mto^; 

they agreed to do fio> buctbo bead ofthe famjjfy dying ait tlutt tiaaey ^y did not li^dmo 
back* The death of thia Ujaole took place about 30 years ago; and aio^e that time, my 
other uncles^ my father* and eider brother^ have written oeca^nally to tbeHajah^a mani^r 
to claim the alaves* We haiirc sent meBsagefiy and they answer, Will ccane/' We 

have never sued for them, because it would be expansive; and the courte do not &vour 
the claims of masters, tqf^elaves ; and another difficulty exists in this, that we are a uume* 
rcrus body of kinsmen, having a joint undivided claim on several families of slaves* 

Those <'f ihe slaves who have acquired no property, say they are ready to return ; but 
those who have made acquisitions, refuse. 

It would not be considered disrepuiable in us to take the acquisitions of these slaves, 
which by law belong to us. 

I am one of an undivided family of four brothers* We have in our household 13 slaves ; 
three who descended to u», and 10 whom we bought. Besides these, and "besides those 
above-mentioned who weal away to Dchampdre, there are two families, con listing together 
of 10 or 12 individuals, who belong to us, my aunt, and my sister. They are settled on 
another part of the Durbhunga liajairs estate; but they come to us whenever they are 
suminoned to attend at I'estivals. We do not support tllem; 

The chastisement of a slave ought to be the same as that of a son, that is, by the half 
rattan, or by tying him up by ihe hands. But it may be inferred from the power which 
tile shasters iccognize in the master to exact work, that he may punish the slave who 
refuses to work ; and it is the duty of the ruling power to make the master and slave both 
perform their duties. One of our slaves ran away, and my brother applied to the magi- 
stiate to have him restored. This took place about 20 years ago; the magistrate issued 
orders to ilie daroguhs, but the slave escaped into the I^epaui territoiy. The slave aftei- 
waids, on hearing that I was established in Calcutta, came and Joined my household. My 
broliier then wroic to inform me of his having run away, and to beg me to turn him away; 
but 1 kept iiim notwithstanding. 

I do not know any case of inanumisBion ; but I have heard of manuinksions wdiere the 
slave had done something with which the master was much pleased. When a slave saves 
his master’s life, he is tjyso Jacto manumitted, according to the Hindoo law; and in such 
case, the slave is entitled to share in the master’s property as a son. 

Slaves are employed generally in menial offices, with the exception of cookery, which 
would be impure if performed by a slave. Poor persons who have no slaves, hire persons 
to do such work ; but slaves are preferred by those who can afford to purchase them, 
because slaves have a permanent attachment to the family. 

in general I think it is more economical to bq^^a<^rved by slaves than by hired servants. 

A master is in general more disposed to faYOiar his slave ihan a hired labourer, from 
w hom he generally exacts the full measure of work. 

A severe master might oppress his slave in a way which u hired servant of the same caste 
would not submit to. 

The slave has no riglit to any portion of his time. 

A slave who does not work regularly for his master, *bul is only called upon to aUend 
at festivals, or to do other occasional service, receives, when so called upon, tlie same rations 
as u free man and w ages, but not so high as those of a free man. 

IMo absolute slave has a right to purchase bis freedom ; but sometimes there is a stipu- 
lation for redemption in the contract of self-sale, or of the sale of a child. 

I have never heard of a class of slaves called mooliah zuda. The Hindoo slaves of Mus- 
sulmans remain Hindoos.# 

By the shastert^, property id slaves (or bipeds, as they are called) is treated with the 
same respect as immovable property, and is transferred with equal formality; consequently, 
no one buys without full inquiry ; and in the conveyance all the particulars are^rei^orded. 
When a slave is bought of a stranger, it is usual to require that some known per^OB should 
become surety that the seller has a right to sell. . , ^ 

Perhaps one or two sixteenths of the Whole population of these districis are slaves ; but 
the great majority of the l^ybert caste are slaves. Almost all respectable families have 
slaves, even those who are in a state of decay. 

The same rites are observed at the niarriag|e of slaves as gf oth^, Su^rjis, ati^;the master 
is under a mq|ra| obligation to provide for the marriage ot t.is;^av^ as of bis children. 
The parents of a younjg sbtv^ are consulted as to the choice/Of 
gitimase children of a ^lave woman are slaves of the womaip’s ^ 

When two slaves of different masters intermarry, ilicre a stipulatibn between, 

the two masters respecting the ownership of the childreO,^ tliere is^no stipulation, 

the male children tbllow the father, the females the moth^., 

^ There is frequenUy a specif stipulation respectitijg; the ownership of the children de- 
pending upon the expenses of the miilriage being aiU paid by one party, or some such 

If a free person of either sex marry a slave without stipulaj;ing for freedom with the 
• 238, B2 master. 
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master,' biA^ person becomes a slave ; but if such person atipuiates for freedo9> tb^n tlio 
chiidren are slaves or free aceordiog to their sex. I am stating the law as laid down in 
tfaeshastera; but. 1 have beard that the practice is conformaUe to it, though I do not 
know any case of my own knowledge. 

If a male slave marry the slave of another master without bts consent, such slave may 
nevertheless have acoefss to his wife, but so as not to interfere with her service more than 
comugal rights necessarily require* « . 

T^he practice of pumwan shodee is known in the districts of which I speak. 

The sale of slaves is very common, but it is becoming less so, because the leaning of 
the courts against slavery deters people from purchasing* The probability that tlie courts 
will not enmrce the rights of the master has causea tfa6 price of slaves to fall con* 
siderably. 

The present average price of a young girl is now from 25 rupees to 40, and it used 10 
be from 50 to 60* The price of a young male of 18 or iio, is from i6 to eo rupees, dhd 
was from 30 to 40. 

It would be considered oppressive to sell a slave so as to place him be^nd the reach of 
communication with people of his own class, or to separate families^ The courts ought 
to interfere ro prevent such sales. 

There are no slaves adscript to the soil. 

1 know no instance in which slaves have been sold in execution of a decree, or for 
arrears of revenue or rent; but I see nothing illegal in such a proceeding. 

1 urn not aware that slaves are ever hired out, but the interest of a debt is sometimes 
paid by the services of a slave, the slave remaining in the possession of the debtor, who 
continues to maintain the slave. 

The mortgage of slaves is legal, but not much practised, not being convenient. 

If a mortgaged slave die, the loss falU upon the mortgagor, and he must provide another 
slave; but if the death be occasioned by theiatilt of the mortgagee, tlien the loss falls upon 
him. 

Sale for the purpose of prostitution is of course illegal, because a prostitute ilecessarily 
loses caste. 


2 .Tanuary 1839. 

Hamid RmsooU Vakeel of the Sudder Dewatiny Adawlut, Calcutta. 

1 AM a native of Behar, district of Patna, perguimah Sanda. 

I am acquainted with other districts of Beliar, viz. Hamghur, Behar Proper, Shahabud, 
and Tirhoot- 

. There are two classes of Hindoo slaves, Kuliar and Kurini. The Kahar are principally 
domestic slaves. Many of the Iturmi have separated themselves from £h^ir masters, owing 
to the decay of the master's family, and have established themselves as cultivators upon their 
<Hvn account. The right of the master to these slaves remains nevertheless, and may be 
asserted. 

The slave generally returns lo servicp when required; if he refuses, and a breach of the 
peace arises, and the case comes' before the iiiagistTatc, he Would, if he had no doubt about 
the slavery, pass an order for the delivery of the slave tt> the master. If he bad a doubt, he 
would tell the master tolbriug his action in the civil c^rt. I do not know any instance oi 
this of my own knowledge, but I have lieard of such instances. 

I remember a case inzillah Behar, when one Afzul All, aMudim, applied tp the magis- 
trate, and being referred to the civil court, brought u regular action in the zillah court 
against the slave (a girl), and Sulumut Ali, the person who was harbouring her. She got 
a decree, and the girl was restored to him. 

The great majority of Kurmis are absolutely free. But^^as fifr as I know, a free Kahar 
does not exist, though many have left their masters and are practically free ; but these when 
claimed never pretend to begoorwaor unowned. They are sold by iheir owners, but never 
by any one else. 

The sale of fi*ee children is rare; but in times of extreme distress, even Brahmins, 
Khetnees, and Synds, will sell their children. I have heard that this occurred in the great 
famine, in the Fu«U year 1177* At pipesent, only the lower classes sell their children when 
urged by distress. « , , , ^ 

The 'sale <»f high caste children is not considered valid in iaw; and X have beard, that the 
purchasers of such children in the great famine returned the children when they discovered 
that they ;were of high caste. ^ 

By strict JMahoinedan law', no one can be a slave but a Gnfir taken in battie: but by 
gopular recognition, the sale of a Mahomedati child of the labouring classes is pefmitted. 

law is evaded by framing the deed as a contmot of hire for a long period* The same 
form is used iir the sale of Hindoo, for in Behar the Mahomedan forms of contract and 
conveyance have been generally adopted. ... * 

'rhe offspring of a person thus sold is free* My grandfa^er bonghi a female Kahar in 
this manner ; she remained in our famdy as a slave till her death, but we have no right 
to her children. They did service in our family, and were supported by us, but they 
ari* free^ , ^ . . . 
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I hj»ve never known e contract of this sort in which any mention was made of future off- JCo. 

spring* but I have known cases in which men have sii]d both themseives and their existing ^ 1 N Ef I A 

offspring by the same deed* ’ ^ 

I have never heard of any importation of slaves into zillah Behur or Patna* and people - 

do not buy slaves from unknown persons, • " ' 

If a slave refuses to work* the master corrects him with a slap on %he face or a rattan. If 
the slave is indorrigibly obstinate or vicious, he is turned away 5 this rarely happens. Slaves 
perform menial oiKces in the house, including cookery, when the master is a Mabomedan. 

Slaves are also employed in agriculture. 

Manumission is rare, and not generally desired by the slave ; but it sometimes happens 
theft a master, anticipating frdtn the evil disposition of bis children that they will maltreat 
the slaves* manumits such of them as he has a regard for* 

The slaves of great people frequently appear to possess property, but I suppose in law 
it^is the property of the master. I know of no case in which the right to such property 
lias been disputed between master and slave. 

A master has no right to exact from his slaves otBces which are unsuitable to his caste, 
and I presume the slave would be protected in refusing to perform such offices. 

The Mabomedan master has a right to exact the embraces of Iiis female unmarried slave 

of the same religion, but not of a Hindoo slave. 

If a slave so subjected to the embraces of her master has a child by him, she is called 
umul wuld (the mother of offspring), and becomes free; the offspring inherit as legiiimaie 
children. 

Slaves are not entitled to any time to work for themselves. 

A slave who is separated iroin his master is entitled to food and clothing, if called upon 
for some occasional service, and he also commonly receives a present* 

1 think, upon an average, that there is some economy, and certainly some comfort, in 
being served by slaves rather than free people, particularly female slaves. In the country 
female free servants are not to be procured. Both males and females of the lower classes 
think it derogatory to them to lake menial service, and to the females in particular it is 
disreputable. 

Slaves are frequently employed in offices of trust ; they arc generally more trusted than 
free servants. 

A man who has sold himself into slavery, has no right to redeem himself without his 
master’s consent. 

Nor has the parent of a child which has been sold any right to redeem the child. 

Synds * and Sheikhs^ and Palana and , ^lie descendants of the Prophet. 

Maliks I, are the only Mahornedans who ^ descendants of his companions. 

cannot be slaves according 10 the custom iDescendaotsofpejrsoua who have received titlesfrorn the sovereigns, 
or the country. 

A Mahomedari master employs a Hindoo slave in out-door work, and does not interfere 
with his religion. 

The proportion of siwves iti the above districts may perhaps be about live per cent. 

All respectable families, whether Hindoo or Mahomedan, have slaves. 

It rarely happens that a Hindoo slave is convened, and becomes moolla zada; I never 
paw one. 

The same rites of marriage are observed among slaves as among free men, whether 
Hindoo or Mahomedan ; ana it is the duty of the master to provide a spouse for his slave, 
and to pay the expenses of the marriage. 

In the absence of any special agreement, the master of the female slave is entith^d to the 
offspring. 

So also if the husband is a free man, and there be no special agreemen t. 

It is not usual to make special agreements as to the distribution of the offspring. 

I never heard of a free woman marrying a slave. 

I am speaking of the slaves of Mussulman musters, whether such slaves he Mussulmans 
or lliodoos. ♦ 

The husband of the slave woman baa no right to remove his wife from her master’s 
household^ but be is einitled 10 have access to Iter. 

Slaves are generally well treated ; the old and infirm are entitled by law and Justice to 
support and care ; I have never heard of this right being enforced by application to a 
court. 

Cruelty to a slave does not entitle him to emancipation. Cut the magistrate ought to 
interfere to prevent and to punish it. ^ . 

The withbolding of support, or the inability to give it, would authorize t|»e tnagisnate 
to set the slave free* ' , . . 

It is thought disreputable to sell slaves, but not so to buy* 

The price oi‘ a Hindoo slave girl is from 30 to too rupees ; that of a young male from *-25 
to 40 rftpees* ^ > o ' 

It is not usual to sell slaves to purchasers living at a- gtfat. 4ktance;> iior to separate 
families. 

According to usage a slave about to be sold is allowed to <ob}er,t to 4he purchaser, and 
so choose any other who- is willing to.pSy the priee, and the master ought to give, the 
slave time in suoh a caso to find a purchaser ; if, however, the. slave cannot, fin^'one, the 
transaction must proceed, , v . ... • 

1 know af no class of slaves who are adscript to the soil. 

3s8. 1 ? 3 It 
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It is not the castc/in to sell slaves iu exeetttion of decrees, or for arrears of rent and 
revenues 

The practice of letting slaves to hire, or mortgaging them, does not occur in iny 
country. 

Procuresses sometimes ttdnap chtidren for the purpose of prostitution. 

It would be disgraceful in a Mahoinedan master to sell a girl for that purpose ; it is also 
contrary to Mahomedau law. - ‘ 


12 January 1839. 

R. H, IMytton^ Esq. Magistrate of Sylhei^ k. 

I WAS three years in S\dhet as magistrate and collector. 

Syllict is under a ryoiwary settlement, and every meerassadar has in %is family one, 
two, or three slaves. 

It is considered as a mark of distinction to possess slaves, and a man’s slave is the last 
thing he will sell. 

The number of registered meerassadars is a lakh and a quarter, but amongst them are 
many under purchasers who are of an inferior rank and station, and do not possess slaves, 
though they call themselves meerassadars. 

I cannot say what is the number of registered mcerassadars, for these reasons, it is 
extremely dilhcult to estimate, with any accuracy, the number of slaves. 

It is not common to sell a slave against his own consent, nor to sell one to a person 
residing at a great distance. 

Complaints have sometimes been made to me by mothers that their master was about to 
sell their infant children, so as to separate them; I mean children of an age to require 

F areniaJ care. In such cases I have interfered to prevent the master from doing so. 

have never found it neoessavy to do more than issue an order, I doubt whether, it would 
be legal to enforce such an order by ])unishment. 

I never recollect a case of the separation of hu^-band and wife coming before me. 

'J'he greater part of the whole population is Mussulman, and so is the greater purl of the 
ave population. 

1 have never heard the term raoolla zadar. 

A great many Hindoo masters have Mussulman slaves, but very few Mussulman masters 
have Hindoo slaves. 

The greater part of I he poorer classes is Mussulman, and it is of course these classes 
who sell themselves and their children in times of scarcity. They do not, object to selling 
iliemselves to Hindoo masters. ^ 

The slave population is principally employed in agriculture. 

The condition of slaves diffeifkvery little from that of freemen of the same class. 

1 never heard of any slaves who are adiicripti glebcc.. > 

I never lieanl of a case of manumission. 

By law, I believe, the master is entitled to all the slave’s earning s. 

But in practice it is very common for slaves 4 o possess prof>eny. Some are burkaudazes, 
receiving government pay to their own use ; some are holders of lands undd' their masters, 
and pay rent. 

The master can by law compel his female slave to marry against her consent; indeed 
bot h slave and free children arc generally married at an age at which they are incapable of 
giving consent. 

heinale slaves are frequently married to men whose po^ae^uon it is to go about as the 
husbands of slaves. The object of this arrangement is^ the slave girl may remain in 
her master’s house, aud that all her children.may belot^ tO him. 

These itinerant husbands receive a present at the martiage, and they arc maintained while 
visiting ihcir wives by the master. i 

The master is bound by law to maintain bis old or infirm slave, and the general feeling 
would be strongly against the neglect of that obligation. 1 have never been called upon 
to enforce it as a magistrate. 

I think ihci’t! is no imporlatiou of slaves into Sylhet, nor do I think there is any exporta- 
tion to foreign countries ; but certainly, and particularly in years of scarcity, there is some 
cxportfttion into the adjoining districts. ^ ^ 

I think ff would not be expedient to prevent this, inasmuch as to alleviate distress. 

I do not think Regulation HI. of 1832 applicable to such erases; because this is not 
importing trom one province to another^ and because under the circumstances under which 
jt J^kes place, it cannot, I think, be called removal for purposes of traffic. • 

1 here 18 also a pr^tice of inveigling slaves, piriacipally women and children, away from 
theu- rnasiurs, leaiTying them away and selling them in the adjoining districts, especially in 
the peigunnah mBickrampore, near Dacca, which is inhabited by respectable Hindoos, 
Kayeis, amongst whom there is a great demand for such slaves. t 

Viitmever a case of this kind has come before me, t have always punished it as a theft, 
^fore me ' ^ practice of my predecesaon 5 I have had many sU^ coscb 

There* 
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Thtre are many persons who are legally slaves, and who may be recldim^d by their 
niasjters, but who are practically free, and living^ in residences of tlieir own* 

There are others who are in states intermediate between complete slavery and that which 
I have just described. m . . 

The usual way in which a man sells himself, is by a deed, purporting to lease his services 
tor a long term, nearly a hundred years in general. The deed is calkd a khadagira pbttah. 

In Initia it is common to borrow money, the borrower mortgaging his services for a 
short term of years. 

Cases have come before me where free female children have been sold for purposes of 
prostitution. I have always intertered to prevent the completion of such sales, and 1 think 
I liaiVe bound over the parents^ii recoct; nizaaces not to sell the children. 

I never heard of slaves being sold in satisfaction of a decree* or for arrears of revenue or 
vent. , 


m 15 January 1839* 

Durb Singh Dus^ Driali Missul Khan, in the Calcutta Court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. 

I AM a native of pergunnah Cutteya, in the northern division of CuttacK, 

Since 1819 1 have held various ofHeiai situations in that province, where I remained till 
November 1837, when I attained luy present appointment in the Sudder. 

There are two classes of persons in Cuttack who generally keep domestic slaves, Mussul- 
mans and Kaets. The latter are subdived into Myniia or Oriah Kail, the Bengale and 
Lalla or Western Kails* 

There are also some jajahs and zemitidars, who are Kundaits, Rajpoots, and Ketrays, who 
keep such slaves, but no Brahmin does so. 

Before the Mahratta invasion of Cuttack, the Rajah Pursallum Dheo prohibited Brah- 
mins from keeping slaves. I da not know the reason ot’ this prohibition, but since that 
time no Brahmin keeps a domestic slave. 

The Byse also never keep domestic slaves ; it is contrary to the principles of their caste, 
'fhe cloniesiic slaves consist of such low castes as arc considered pure* 

The impure castes are employed exclusively in oiit-door work; all classes of people who 
can afford it keep ihi.$ of skives, and they are constantly sold from hand to hand* 

The pure castes are, Chaso, Khimdait, Gualali, Tutni, Agair, Bus Bania, Nursaia. 

The impure caste sare, Dhobee, Chumar, Ghoklia, Kyat or Kyburt, Rarce, Pan, Kundra, 
Napit, Bhagti Ilari and Dim. 

All kinds of slaves are constantly sold, but according to popular recognition the consent 
oi' the slave is necessary. 

This custom has arisen from a proelaination issued in 1824 by Mr* Robert Keir,' wbo was 
commissioner of Cuttack. 

A slave who was soki against hU own consent ran away. The master used force to 
coerce him; he complained to the magistrate, who gave him no protection; he then 
appealed to the commissioner, who gave him his liberty, fined the purchaser, and issued the 
pioclamutiou of which 1 have spoken. 

The proclamation declared the sale of slaves illegal. 

Since that tUfie, I think in 1829 or 1830, a slave complained to Mr. Forrester, the 
magistrate, who deelaied a deed of sale of a slave 10 bo unlawful, fined the purchaser, 
awarded costs from him to the slave, and referred the purchaser to the civil court to 
recover the price he had paid from, the seller. This is the only case I remember since the 
proclamation. The effect of tlie proclamation has been, not to put an end to sales, but to 
prevent their taking place without the consent of the slave. 

There are Mussulman slaves wbo are the Ulegitimate offspring of women of low caste, 
whether slaves or free women, by Mussulmans* 

The offspring of a Mussulman and a ]ow^*astc woman, has no right to inbeiii from his 
father, unless the ceremony of marriage has been performed between his parents. 

There are also Mus^hlman slaves, wlio liave become so by conversion, having been bought 
irom their parents or masters in childhood. 

The origin of Hindoo slavery is, side of free persons by iheniBelves or their parents. 

1 eople do not usually sell themselves or their children unless pressed by necessity. This 
not uDcoiuuion at the present day. 

The purer classes of slaves are sometimes employed in out-door work m well as in-door. 
In such cases they work separately from the impure classes, by whom they would be con- 
taminated. If a man of pure caste accidentally touches one of impure caste, he must purify 
himself by washing. 

It is usual for people olE^impure caste, in going along the road, if they meet a man of 
pure caste O'ho. happens not to observe them, to give warnings laying, " Good Sir, I am of 
sutdi or such a cast# ; you bad better retire*” ^ ' 

Formerly, the impure castes lived in separate* villages, and gave way w'henever they met 
u^erson of pure caste op the road ; bu( since the country came under the Company's 
government, they have become more independent. ^ 

If a slave refuses to work, or otherwise misbehaves, the master corrects him by beating* 
with the hand or a cane, or by tying him up for an hour or two. ^ 

• ^38* B 4 


No. • 

I N D T a: 


Original.* 


Ori^^inal. 


I never 



24 . 


IVp. *J. 

INDIA 


COERESPONDENCEi-ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 

I never -beArd of a complnint being made by a slave to a magistrate of ill treatment* 

Emancipation ia not uncommon, when a master is much pleased with a slave. In that' 
case, if the slave was purchased, the master gives him thei»deed of sale ; if there is no such 
deed, the master executes^ farigb Jchatte'^or release. 

No time is allowed to ttm^slave to W'oik on his own account, and anything he may acquire 
belonj^s to his master. < 

The murrhigcs of slaves take place with the same rites as those of free men of the same 
caste, and the expense is paid by the master. Upon the death of slaves of pure castes, the 
master also provides the funeral feast. 

The usuaJ practice is for the master to buy a husband or wife for his slave. But when 
u marriage takes place between the slaves of two different owners, the owners ti^ke thd'ofl- 
spring alternately; and if the vroman ceases to bear when the number of her offspring is 
uneven, the last child goes to one owner, he paying half its value to the other. 

When such a marriage takes place with the consent of the woman’s master, she goes" to 
live with her husband, rendering only occasional service to her master. If it take place 
without his consent, he allows the husband to have access, but the children alt belongs to 
him, the woman’s master. 

1 never heard of the intermarriage of a free person with a slave. 

The low castes of which I have spoken are in three different conditions. They are 
eitlicr, 1st, free, or 2dly, actual slaves, or ^dljr, persons who having’been themselves slaves, 
or having sprung from slaves, can never escape the stigma of slaver v, tliough they are in 
the enjoyment ofliberty. . fe 

Persons in this last condition intermarry with actual slaves, but only wdien they can pur- 
chase thorn from their masters, ♦ 

1 never heard of hyakaras or punwa shade. 

Slaves are generally well treated ; their condition is equal to that of hired labourers. 

The master is bound to maintain his old or infirm slave ; and 1 presume the slave might 
obtain a decree for maintenance in the civil court. 

The master may exact any service which is not derogatory from his caste. It would be 
derogatory to the pure castes to compel them to work with the impure, and would there- 
fore be an act of oppression. 

It is> more economical to employ slaves than free men, both in doors and out of doors. 

I am an owner of slaves ; 1 have 50. 

1 give an adult male slave a seer of rice, half a chittacic of salt, half a chitiack of oil, and 
a quarter of a seer of dol, or a pice to buy vegetables. 

I also give two pice a week for tobacco ; two pice will purchase as much tobacco in 
Cuttack as four annas here. 

1 also allow them to cut firewood upon m3' ground; the usual allowance for firewood, 
when the slave is topurcliasse it, is half a pice a da3'. 

1 give four dhotis, two ungarkhas, one chuddar, and one blanket every year. 

This is the usual allowance given to slaves.^ 

They are provided with lodging. 

They are trusted with the custody of money and other valuables, in preference to hired 
servants. 

There is no redemption in the case of self-sale, or sale of children by their parents. 

There is a class of persons who agree to serve as slaves for food. They can put an end 
to their servitude when tbey^ please ; but the stigma still remains. The^e people differ 
from hired servants, in respect that they live upon the leavings of the master’s table, which 
degrades them to the rank of slaves. 

The children of such people, if born after the servitude commenced, are slaves for ever. 

Such people can ocquire no property during the continuance of the servitude. 

Women become slaves in this way as well us men. 

The pro{>ortion of slaves to freemen is as 6 to 10 ; a great zemindar will sometimes have 
12,000 slaves. There are many such, d unmar Jay Chowdroe and Baghwat Chowdre, and 
others. I dare say there are 200 or 250 who have as many. 

1 have been speaking only of the northern and central division of Cuttack. In the 
southern division there are but few slaves, and they are seldom sold. The great zemindars 
there employ freeiuen. 

The southern and central divisions are the most flourishing parts of Cuttack. 

Land is better cultivated by slaves than by freemen, for the slaves feel that they have an 
interest in the land. 

I attribute the present depressed state of agriculture in North Cuttack to the late inunda<* 
lions of the sea; Vormerl}', u was as well cultivated as the other two divisions. 

The catiLos to which slaves of North and Central Cuttack belong exist in equal numbers 
ill South Cuttack. 

The price of a young mule varies from 5 to 30 rupees; that of a young female is the 
same. * 

Slaves of the Gokha caste sell for more than other slaves, because thq^ men ard^ fishermen, 
and the women manage the'huyirig and selling, and are very skilful, and their occupation 
is a productive one, both 10 the slave and the master* The Gokha is aM^wed to retain a 
large share of the produce, making over the remainder to his master. The Gokha femalfes 
ne>^r sell for less than 50 rupees ; tlie male sells for less, and I oaemot tell the reason. 

Generally, the pure castes bear a higher price than the impure, because Acy can be 
employed m domestic occupations. 

A boy 
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A boy of fivo or six sells for one-fifth of the price, of a young adult* The same of a girl, 2^# • 

Before Mr. Keir’s proclamation, the slave might be sold to a purchaser living at any INDIA’ 
distance, and the master was oo^ponsidered to c^ct oppressively* 

But even in those times it was not usual to separate families. 

There Hre no adscripti giefj^. ^ 

It is common to borrow money upon a mortgage of slaves, but tbfr slaves remain in the 
possession of tire mortgagor. 

It is not common to let slaves to hire. 

The old form of self-sale was by a deed of sale, but since Mr. Keir^s proclamation it is 
done by a lease of 60, 70 or 80 years^ which is understood to include children born after 
the tease. ^ * 

Sale for prostitution is illegal by the Shaster, and is considered immoral and disreputable, 
though it takes place sometimes. 

T knew a case in which a judgment creditor included slaves in the schedule of his debtor’s 
property, for the attachment and sale of which he moved the court. The debtor objected, 
and Mr. Pigou had the slaves struck out of the schedule,’ saying, they were not a fit 
subject for sale. 


18 January 1839. 

Kos/n Nath Kha?i, Agent of the Ranees of the late Rajah Bishen Nath, of Naior, 


1 AM a Brahmin. 

I am a native of the village of Satteen, pergunnah Khatla, district of Rajshalie. 

I am principally acquainted with the ziilah of Rajshalie, but 1 have likewise some know 
ledge of the adjoining districts. 

I possess two slaves. One is dead, and I have now but one. 

Most of the respectable people in Rajshalie, both Hindoos and. Maboinedans, have 
domestic slaves. 

The Mahomedans have generally Mahomedan slaves. 

The Hindoo slaves are of the Kybut, Kait, Julia, Malie, and generally of all tlie^'low 
castes. 


There is no caste so low as to be incapahlc of slavery, but the lowest castes are not 
employed within doors. 

The origin of slavery is self-sale, and sale by parents or ^ This figurative expression has reference to 
other relations, in loco parenlu^ also of a wife by her husband. » maxinx of Hindoo law, according to which the 
'riiis sale does not dissolve the marriage. If lliu husband has fcu»de is considered as the soil, and the male as 
access to her, the offspring will belong to the purchaser who *3eed. 
is the owner of the soil.* 


These sales, which formerly sometimes took place in Rajeslialie, were principally sales 
of slaves imported from Rungpore and Mymetising. (The sale of slaves domiciled in 
Rajeshalie, has always been uncommon.) 

But about 20 years ago, a person was detected in having bought a boy of 10 years old, 
and sacrificed him to the Goddess Kali., He was tried, convicted of murder, and executed. 
This cixse occurred in Rungpore, but in consequence of it, a proclamation was issued bv 
order of the Nikamut Aduwiui, in Rajeshalie and other adjoining di:>tricts, prohibiting the 
sale of slaves in the market. The people supposed that the prohibition was extended to 
all sales, and in consequence of this understanding, though private sales still take place, 
yet it is no longer the custom to register them, as it was before the proclamation, in the 
ziilah or the pergunnah cazee’s office. 

Formerly, slaves were imported from Rungpore and Mymensing by itineraiu dealers. 
That traffic has ceased, and now when a person in Rajshalie wishes to buy slaves he must 
either go or send, or write to those districts, and has some difficulty in finding slaves for 
sale. 


The slaves may be about two or three sixteenths of the whole population. 

Some of the agricultural slaves are fed by their masters, but others cultivate for them- 
selves iarni wbicli their masters have allotted to them, cultivating at the same time the 
master’s land. In this case, the master supplies cmttle and implements of husbandry. 

Self-sale does not now occur in Rajsbaiie. I believe it has ceased in cont^quence of 
the proclamation which 1 have mentioned, and of Uie inclination of the courts in favour of 
freedom. ’ , . 

A self-sold slave may be purchas^ in Rungpore and Mymeusinjgff but such a slave will 
probably be told that if’he runs away, the courts will not restore him to his master. 

Refractory slaves are coerced by ihi'eats, and beating with the hand or a stick. But this 
conseqiDcnce often follows, that some other person who wishes to seduce tlxc. slave, tells 
him that ifihe complains to tiie magistrate, will be liberated, and ttjcQHater, therefore,. 
\cr^ seldom beats bis slave. s * . < , . ' 

lliere are no . V • 

s But if an estate is cultivated , by sli^vea, no qne. would purqhasq the estate without the 
slaves. - '' -'v - 

' There ii«^e many estates in Mymeosing, in wbich Uie f mater pan. of the cultivated are 
slaves, and there are some such estates in Rajsimlie* r / . 
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I cm in pnwtenlar the estate of LuaKknrpore; a portion of that estate has been 

sold for arrears of revenue, the slave cultivators were not sold with? the land^ and I eon-- 
sider thenx to be still the property of the old zemindar ; l|pt practically they are free ryots, 
paying rent to the new zemindar* . ' 

When slaves are sold with the land, it is usual to have separate bills of aale far the land 
and the slaves. 

I have heard of but one instance of manumission. • 

The slave cannot hold any property against his master. 

Slaves are married with the same rites as free persons of ihesame caste. 

It is the moral duty of the master to provide tor the marriage of his male and female 
slaves. Sometimes the master will buy a wife for his male 'slave, sametitne^ he will lAarry 
him to the daughter of a free man, who consents to make his daughter a slave, to obtain the 
favour of the master. The slavery of the bridegroom is not considered derogatory to the 
creole's family, she being still admitted to communion with her family. • 

Sometimes the master will buy a husband for his female slave. In other cases he mar* 
ries her to a byafcara, who visits her occasionally, she remaining in her master’s house. 
The byakara has generally several wives of this kind, and visits them in succession. Some- 
times this kind of marriage is intended cmly us a screen to conceal the intimacy of the 
masier with his female slave. 

The offspring of a bynkara, whether he be free or a slave, belongs to the masters of his 
wives respectively. 

It is not usual for the husband and wife to be slaves of different masters^^ on account of 
the inconvenience ; but if a slave of one master marries the slave of another without his 
consent, the offspring belongs to him. If such a marriage were to lake place with liis 
consent, there would he a stipuJaiion as to the division of the offspring. 

Slaves are in general well treated ; a respectable master will treat hia domestic slave as 
a child. Less kindness is felt for the slave who does not live in his master’s house ; but 
lie is treated in the same way as a hired labourer. 

There is more satisfaction in having domestic services performed by slaves than by hived 
servants, because they arc more trustworthy ; but 1 think the expense is about the same. 

The same may be said of out-door slaves. 

The slave lias a right to maintenance from his master in age and sickness, and the 
courts would enforce the right. 

According to the Shaster, the master would he punished for ill using his slave, but the 
slave would not be liberated. Now, however, 1 believe thc courts would liberate tlie slave. 

In Myiiieiisingh and Rungpore, masters lei ilicir slaves to hire, particularly females, but 
not in Uajshalie. The hiring is generally for short periods, from two to six months. 

There are two modes in which slaves are mortgaged : one when the mortgagee has 
possession of the slave whose services discharge the interest ; the othei: whfen the posses- 
sion remains with tiie mortgagor, and the security of the creditor depends upon the deed 
only. 

Slaves are transferred by nn absolute bill of sale. 

1 know no instance in which slaves have been sold in execution of a decree, or for arrears 
of rent or revenue. 

There is no redemption in the case of self-sale, or sale by a parent. 

As far as 1 have observeil, it is not usual lo separate husband and wife, or young children 
from their parents; but the master has cortuinly a right to sell his slave to whom be 
pleases, without his consent. But the ruling power ought to restrain him in any oppres- 
sive exercise of that right. 


“22 January 1839. 

Jfenry Ricketts, Esq, Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit.— I9tli Division. 

I iiAVK been employed in the districts of Cuttack in the Political, Judicial, Revenue, and 
Salt Departments, since the year 1827. 

Slavery prevails in alt pans of Cuttack, but more' particularly in the chukla of Budruk, 
in the northern divijsion, and in the chukla of Jebazpore, in the central division of the 
district. 

Slaves are kept by all classes of person’s, and are employcjd chiefly in out-door work. 

The slaves arc principally, Pans, Kundras, Cliasas, anci Gowalahs. 

The Pans andKumlrus are impure castes, aiid cannot be employed in any services by 
which their masters might be polluted. 

There are ^dso Mussulman slaves. 

In i82j^ o#' 1830, ill consequence of the prevalence of decoity in the chukla of ♦Budruk, 
and the impression that the .<»laves were chiefly concerned in those atrocities, I took a 
census of the Have population of that portion of the district, and found it to amount, to the 
best of my recollection, to about 11,000; and in 1831 or 1832, 1 look a census of therwhole 
populatioli of Belasqre, including the chukla of Rudruck, and found it to be 500,000. The 
official returns of this census are deposited in the magistrate’s office. * , 

■ 1 do not know liow slavery originated iu Cuttack, but accessions are continually made 
hy the self-sale of adults, and the sale of children by their ]^renU in time of distress. 

I belicie 







I bc.lieve tbii Miisftutnaan slayea bear a lees piroporlion to tlie free Mahoinedaii, ppj^ 
than the Hmdoo slaves bear to the free Hindoo population. 

A deed ofsale ie the form, Of^ocument ueed in cases of sclfHSale^ and the sale of chil- 
dren ; and these writings purport to convey the parties soid> and ttielr ctescendants, in full 
property ibr ever. The civil courts so far recognise these sales as to admit the deeds in 
evidence for the purpose of deciding on the titles of parties claiming, the proprietary right 
in the slaves^ but the slaves themselves are never parties to such suits, Z recollect no suit 
instituted by a master against a slave, or i?ire uersd, founded on a deed of tliis descrip- 
tion, and I cannot say therefore what the result would be; but 1 should not myself 
enforce such a deed, on the principle that slavery is not recogniaed by any ol our 
regufations, * 

I was for seven or eight years magistrate of the northern division of Cuttack, and during 
that prriod several complaints were preferred to me by masters, regarding the ruju-attend- 
ande of their slaves, but 1 never interfered to asbist in c»>ercing ihe latter; and 1 believe it 
to be thf^ general practice of the magistrates in Cuttack not to recognize the right of the 
master to punish or coerce his slave. I know not how this practice oiiginated; I never 
heard of any proclamation issued by Mr. Kcir, when commissioner of Cuttack, on the sub- 
ject of slavery, 

I am not aware what measures musters resort to for the purpose of enforcing the services 
of their slaves. My impression is, iliat one or two cases Jiavc occurred of slaves complain- 
ing Mgainst tiieir masters for maltreatment, but 1 have no distinct recollection of iheu) ; 
such complaints are exceedingly rare. 

As a magistrate, 1 would not recognize the relation of master and slave as jusltfytug any 
act on the part of the master which would otherwise be an cadence ; not even an act of 
slight correction or res'ttHiiu of the slave. 

I do j»ot know vvh ether /slhv;cs are ever manumitted by their masters ; my irupressioii is, 
that slaves do occasionally punijiase their liberty, but [ cannot call to mind any particular ‘ 
instance. ^ 

The slaves do not enjoy the priWlogc of working during any portion of lime for their 
own benefit; the iiuisiers have a right to their full labour. 

1 can give no information respecting the marriages of slaves. 

*^I’he shaves are geiiciaily wellMieaied, and their condition is equal to, if not better than 
tliat of the free agricultural labourers, particularly in a famine. 

It is the usage ot the country formatters to support their slaves under all circumstances, 
but suits are never preferred by slaves ou tins account, and I imagine that such suits 
would not be entertained by the courts. 

tSluves are usually niainiaincd by a daily allow^unce of food, and periodical supplies of 
’clothing, but some have lauds given them to cultivate, the master receiving half the pro- 
duce, or such portion of it as may be especially agreed on. 

Free persons sometimes mortgage themselves for a time, either on account of debt or for 
:m advance of money ; but I do not know for what periods such contracts are usually made, 
or the conditions of them; whether the services of the self-mortgagor go to the tlisclmrge 
of both principal and interest, or of interest only. 

T believe that liansfeis oi' slaves from one owner lo another are frequent, but that they 
are never made without the slave’s consent. 

I understand also tliat slaves are mon gaged by their niasters as security for ihe payment 
of a debt, but in sucli cases ti»e slaves continue in the possession of iheir owners. 

1 am not aware whether masters let llieir slaves lo liire. 

I know of no slaves ath* ripti Cljildren aie frequently sold by their parents for 

llir purpose of prosliiution ; sometimes by kidnappers. There arc female slaves attached 
to llie I'enqde of .luggernaiu, but I do not know if to other temples also. 

I am not auare of slaves bring sold by auction in satisfaction of decrees courts, or 
for re alizing arrears ofrcvefiue or rent. 

1 kiKiW of no persons being imported into or exported from tlie district, of Cuttack as 
slaves. ^ 

Ividn£ipping is certainly not common, but a case of kidnapping of a child occurred a 
short time ago ut Cuttack ; for what' purpose the cliild was taken 1 know not. 

I rcinemher only to have tried one suit whilst ofiiciating as judge of Cuttack, in which 
the ounership in slaves was disputed, and J do not recollect the paiticuhu's of ii. 
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25 January 1839. 

Continuation of the Djefosition of Tek Loll, Moktar of the budder Dewanny, Calcufta. 

SI AioJxMissiON is rare, but sometimes it takes place when a master base particular 
cause o!p satisfaction wiib a edave^ 

Upon occasion of funerals it is usual to give one or moi^ slaves, amongst other presents, 
to ilu! officiating brahmin.’’' 

In* general, slaves are contented with their lot. ' 

• They can have no propehy as agaiast their masters, but by his indulgence they fre- 
quently possesa property. * 

Their marriages ^nd fbnerais arc attended with ibe same rites as those of free people of 
the same caste, and the master pays the expehses. 

* E 2 i have 







One female riavf accos^pamed my family #6m Bebar 1©' Calciitla# twai^yesM^a^dd 
agO| and h iioar wim u» ; tare, oneixiaie and one I bpi^^ btber 

foorare left in aiy family houae in fiehan Tiiey consbt of a )ttd^ a ii^ adi^ia mamed 
to the fifave of another master, an' tinmamed girl, and awidoar a^ho has married a aecond 
time; the former a^^eall aaggaL r 

I bought two of these slaves, viz. the girl I mentioned and the lad, from <their masters. 
Tu'o sold themselves to me, viz. the widow and the man who is married to another 
matl'S slave ; he was a free man, though married to a Slave. 

Of the other three, I bought one girl of ii years old* from her maternal grandmother; 
another girl, very young, from her maternal uncle ; and h boy of between four aod*'five, 
from his maternul uncle. 


r ^ Note* — 1'he question lo which this is an answer was asked in conse- 
quence of our having observed a statement in the lollowiiig words, in the 
collection of papers entitled Slavery in India, p. ,5 : “ It seems that on 
the sale of a slave who separately procures his own subsistence, one- 
half of the price is received by the owner, the other half going to the 
parents of the slave/* 


♦ I know of no case in which the price 
of a slave is shared between the maternal 
relation and the owner. 



The girl I bought from her grandmother has been married since we came to Calcutta. 
I married her to a slave who had left his master, and who followed me from Behar, and 
now lives in my family as a servant. He told me he was a slave, but never disclosed liis 
master's name. I pay him w’ages. The marriage was performed at iny expense. 

1 have only heard the prices of the slaves* remaining in Behar from my brother. 

The girl who was bought from her master cost 41 rupees. 

The self-sold man, 126 ; of the other two I have forgotten the price. 

Of those in Calcutta, the male w'ho was bought from his maternal uncle in Calcutta, 
* cost seven rupees. 

The girl who is married to the runaway slave cost 1 1 rupees ; she was bought in Behar. 

The unmarried girl was bought for five rupees in Calcutta. 

All the seven are Behar peo]>le of the Kunar caste. 

The maternal relations who sold the children to me, had settled in Calcutta, and were 
in distress. I do not know' if the children were born here' or in Behar. 

It is a moral duty incurabeiilLon the master to provide for the marriage of his slaves. 

If my male slave niarriea female slave of attother, tlie progeny all belong to the 
owner of the woman. 

The owner of the female to whom my slave in Behar is married, has assigned a house 
to which my slave goes at night after his work is over. Thev have children, who all belorur 
to her master. 

It is uncommon for slaves of difiereni masters to intermarry. 

It is not uncommon for a free Kuhar to marry a slave. Even if he were to marry a free 
woman, the cliildren would be under her domtiiiop, and not under his, according to the 
rules of the Kuhnr caste, therefore he has less reluctance lo marry a slave. 

If a free girl marry a slave, which often happens, the children are free, as they follow 
her condition. 

These customs belong to the Karrni as well as the Kuhar caste. 

Slaves are in general well treated. If they live in a separate house, they have rations; 
if in the house of their master, tliey have their portion of the food which is dressed for 
the family. They all receive clothing ; usually two suits in the year. 

The quantity of food is not fixed, but proportioned to the appetite of the slave when he 
lives in the house ; but when be lives separate, and chooses to dress his own food, he 
receives a fixed allowance. An adult male would receive three seers of rice in the husk, 
or two seers of wheat unground, and in addition three quarters of suUoo, which is the 
meal made from inferior grain or pulse. This is more than he can consume, and he barters 
the surplus for salt, and other condiments, 

He has no allowance of i’uel, but must find it for himself. 

He sometimes can get a little tobacco out of the surplus, but it is not enough tp pur- 
chase pawn and betel. 

It is considered that the slave has a right, to support in sickness aiid age: 1 never knew 
it refused. 


Extreme ill us^e would not confer a right to emancipation, but the magistrate would 
punish the master in that case. 

If the master had do occasion for any service from the able-bodied slave, he would tell 
him to go and earn his own livelihood, but without relinqiiishtug his legal rights. 

I do not know of any case of a slave being let to hire ; but mortgages of slaves occur 
in two forms: that is 10 say, when the slave remains in the possession of the mortgagor, 
and when he is iransferred to the mortgagee, in this latter case the mortg^ee asjpports 
the slave, and has the beuefii of his labour; which however does not, wimout special 
agreement, go^to discharge ihe interest. 

The children born during ilie mortgage belong in either case to the mortgagor. • 

1 remember a case which occurred in Behar thrpe or four years ego : A Suniasi claimed 
® p>^*P^d Beetui, and several others, as his hereditary slaves ; the case was decided in 

tpe plaintiff'^s favour by the Sadder Ameen, and Ihe decision was confirmed by the zillah 
court, * 





• I have OfUeutte; before thait time, I of 
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i ®av!fe*« ii» jmttm* , Piei^ ate Wo .waya ia 

^ '«irbfcb ths aale $)ave^ <wheHwr aelP-aate t^r aale by a miM^iet) lakea place* Oim i« when 
the price aatU^ between Ibe parlie^^ the oithepr the price ia settled by a coffimlttce of 
arbitratora/wbo fix the price after a personal examinatiou. pf the clave. If the slave about 
to he «o)4ia a premant woman, and the future ofisprittg is sold with her, the price is 
greater than it wotiTd be if the woman were sold alone. 

A Kuhar could not be required to perform the work of a. sweeper, but sometimes he will 
do such work if his master is ilk 

'Pbere are some slaves wfaa live, with thoir master’s consent, ou the lands of other 


persons, and perfornt no service for their masters, except attending at festivals .when they 
receive food. 

4t is more economical to have labour performed slaves than ov freemen; slaves show 


more zeal in the service of their masters. 

The females belonging to Hindoo families in poor circumstances nave no objection to 
hire themselves as servants. 

It is common to commit the cusiotly of valuable things in the house to slaves, but not 
to employ them in zemindary ofiices. 

The sale of children is vety frequent in times of scarcity. 

Their relations who sohl them have no right of redemption. 

When a man agrees to serve for food, he can hardly be called a slave ; his children are 
not affected by the contract. 

When a Mahomedan buys a Hindoo slave, he does not usually make a convert of him. 

Self-mortgage sometimes occurs, and is subject to the same rules as the mortgages of 
which 1 have spoken. 

This kind of contract docs not affect the children. 

I never heard of a byakara. 

The transfer of slaves is very common, but people of consideration think it derogatory 
to sell these slaves, and, when in reduced circumstances, prefer to let their slaves go and 
earn their own livelihood. 

It is lawful and not discreditable for a master to sell his slaves to purchasers living at 
a distance, and to separate families ; but such cases are rare* 

It is usual for the master, after he has fixed the price of his slave, to allow him to select 
any purchaser who is willing to give that price. 

There are no adacripti gleb{& in Behar. 

Slaves have frequently been sold in execution of decrees by order of the courts in Behar, 
Patna, and Shahabad, but I cannot ti^l^^hcther this is still done. 

They are not, I believe, sold for arrears of rent or revenue. 

Procuresses do obtain female children for purposes of prostitution. 

There are no dancing^girls attached to the temples in Behar, 

Slaves are divided among the family, like any other part of the inheritance. 


/ NOt. 2. 


29 Jaauary 1839. 

Ram Crishna Palnat and MaJiamti or OriaA Kait. 

1 AM a native of village Bir Muk Runder Pow, pergunnah Sacai, near Pooree, in the 
•southern division of Cuttack. 

I am mooktear by occupation. I have lived all my life in Cuttack, and have only been 
two months in Calcutta. 1 am the owner of villages ; I have no slaves of my own ; my 
lands are cultivated by free people. There are slands in Central and South Cuttack. They Original, 
are the children or descendants of men of high caste, except Brahmins, and of Mussul- 
mans, by concubines of inferior classes. 

Among the lower castes self-sale, and the sale of children in times of scarcity, are also 
origins of slavery. 

The pure castes are, Chasb., Gurala, Khuiidait, Soodra (proper), Goo^ifea (confectioner), 

Buriee (carpenter), Loohur, Bus Bunnia (seller of pieces), Napit. 

^ The impure are, Telee* Kyburt-Rare, Gold, Tanta, Rungree (dyer), Chwmar, Gokha, 

Khundra, Baslee, PaUj Haree Dorn, Bagdee. ^ 

The Brahmins do not own domestic slaves, but they have slaves for out<^door work. 

The impure castes are employed exclusively in out-door woifk ; the pure are employed 
in both out-door and in-dopr work. > . 

Sales of slaves are not common. 

Those slaves who are tber spurious kindred of their masters are never sold; the others 
not very ofieo* * 

# The sale U invalid wUlmut the consent of the slave. This is the local usage of the 
country. 1 have heard of a proolamation of Mr. Keir, which prohibited the sale of slaves. 

The consent of the slave is necessary/ by the old local usages independently of the pr^ 
clamaiton. '* ^ 
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The .spurious offspring af u Mussoltnun by n woman of Um Oasie would not be a slave ; 
I do not know whether he would inherits . ^ 

1 never heard of any class of slaves in Cuttack called moolta ^a« 

There are some classes so yery impure, that it is necessary to wash after accidentally 
corning in contact with them, if one of these see a mun of respectabilky coming towaiHis 
him, he either gives or gives warning, that the men of good caste may avoid the 
pollution. - ’ • , 

If a slave of pure caste i» disobedient, it is usual to correct him by slaps with the hand ; 
but the course with a slave ol' impure caste is lo comnlain to the darogah^ who will ad- 
monish him ; he may also he corrected by causing anotli^r impure man lo beat him. 

I never Irearrl of an instance of emancipation ; the slaves do not ini general desire it. 

It sometimes hapf)ens that a master in deranged circumstances will tell his slave lo go 
and earn his own livelihood. 

In this case it is not usual for the master to receive any of the slaveys earnings unless the 
slave should be his child. 

Tile master does not, by this proceeding relinquish Ills legal rights, though sometimes 
the slave becomes practically free. But this does not frequently happen. 

I never heard of a slave being let to hire. 

No time is allowed to the slave to work on bis own account. 

Slaves are married with the same rites as free jieoplc of the same caste, and their funerals 
are performed in the same way. 

Sometimes a master will marry two of his slaves to each other ; sometimes he will pur- 
chase a husband or wife lor Ins slave, and sometimes he will marry them to the slaves of 
other masters. 

Free people do not intermarry with slaves, except those people who, though not belong- 
ing to any owner, have the taint of slavery in their blood. These people marry slaves 
w ithout loss of consideration. 

When 1 speak of buying a Imsband or wife, 1 do not mean buying them from another 
master, for it is not usual for masters IjO sell their slaves. 1 mean the purchase of a man 
Jhm him^Jfy or of a girl from her parents. 

The max iti which regulates the local usage is that the seed is more worthy than the soil 
in the dislribuiion of the offspring, and therefore if a free man manies ray slave girl, with 
or without niy consent, the offspring is bis. 

It is not Usual upon the marriage of slaves to make any special agreement respecting the 
ownership of the ofl’spring. 

If I consent to the mariiagc of my female slave with a free man or with the slave of 
another master, she ceases to be my slav4'. In the first cuse she becomes free, in the last 
she becomes the slave of the husbaiurs master. 

The condition of slaves is liardtr than i bat of free labourers. Their work is harder, their 
fnre and clothing are worse, and they are sometimes bi'atcn. 

When I said the slaves do not desire emancii>ation, I mean that they look upon it as 
uiiaitainable, and therefore do not think about it. 

'J he slave is entitled to maiiUetiaiice liom Ins master in age and infirmity, and 1 think 
that Mr. Wilkinson, formerly collcetor and magistrate of Cut lack, enforced tliis right in a 
case which was brought before him. 

Jt is not usual to exact the lowest offices IVom slaves of pure caste, but if the master 
insist, the slave nniBl obey. The slaves, of impule.ca^^e peiform the lowest offices. 

1’hc labour of slaves is» more econoniical than than that of f ree labourers. 

If I could obtain slaves I should cuiuvate mv villagi s by iiieans of them, but they j^re 
i\ui to b(' had, and I should also employ ihein for domestic purposes. 

Tliere is no redemption in the case of sell-sale or sale by parents. 

The proportion ol slaves (ineaiiing by the term all who have the siigma of sjavery) to 
free men, is as (i to lo; one part out of the six is in actual slaver^^ the other five practi- 
cally fret' : I am speaking only of Southern Cuttacik, 

bomhern Cuttack is more thickly peopled, and more cultivated, than the other divisions. 
The people are more industrious ; this has always been the case. 

The pnrcliase of children by procuresses for prostitution takes place. The cliildren are 
boineiimes kidnapped, and soinetiini's bought from their mothers. , 

I lemembei that Mr. Wilkinson puni.slied a man with eight months^ imprisonment for 
selling a child li^hacl kidnapped. 

Slaves are never sold in execution of decrees, or for arrears of rent or revenue. 

There are or fio families of slaves belonging to the Temple of Jiiggerriauth. Tlie 
nudes of those lauuUes are not married to the females, bat live with them in a state of 
concubinage. Tiie tncmbeis of this college of dovadasis, or slaves of the god, is kept up 
by titeir own ptogeny, and no additions to their number:^ from without is permitted* 

There is an ^dier temple in Cuitack, that of Rogenat, which has a similar establishineat. 
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filNPU 'StAVERY 

In the tecbuioai language of Hindu law Susimbaka, or person owing 
service (susTUsh*) is fivefold : the pnpil (sishya), the apprentice (antwasi), 
the hireling (ehrittaka), the overseer (adhikarma krit), and the slave (dasn). 

Breach of obedience duei is one of the 18 titles of law. The four first are 
denominated servants (karmakartt) and are liable to pure w'ork. 

2 , There are 1 5 descriptions of slaves enumerate<l by Narada, who are said 
to be liable to impure work: 1 , The housoborn (grihajata) one born in the 
liouse of a female slave ; 2, the bought (krifa) ; 3, the obtained (lal)dlia ) ; 4, 
tin? inherited (daya dupagata) ; 5, the self-sohl ; 6 , the captive in war ; 7, the 
ajjostate from religions mendicity or asceticism ; 8 , the maintaiuod in a fatnine 
(arrakala chritta) ; f), the pledged hy his owner; 10 , the slave for a debt, wJm 
submits to slavery for discharge from debt; 11 , the won. in u stake (panejita), 
one who is overcome in a contest, one who Inul agreed to submit to slavery in 
that *:veiit ; 12, the self-oftered witli the words “ 1 am thine;” 13, the consti- 
tuted (krita), for a stipulated time, 14, the slave for his food (bhakta das) ; 15, 
the slave for his bride (bad.iva krita). 

;{. I'ho labdha, or obtained slave, is described in llio IVJitakshara as obtained 
by acceptance and the like. Mr. Oolebrookc has rendered the term “ reeeivi?d 
by donation,” the author of the Digest in his comment says “ l>y acceptance of 
douatioti ; and the like.” If not included in this denomiiifitiou, the female slave 
acquired by her marriage to a man’s slave is a 16 tb clvtss. According to a' text 
of Katyayana, and its comment in the Vevada Chintamain, she may be (jitlu^r a 
free woman or slave of another, if he has assented to her marriage. Another 
instance which may pcrliaps .be included in the labdha, is below noticed (p. y). 

4. The free man iu the last eight instances, must consent to slavciy. The 
maintained in a famim.* is (lescribed by the author of the Mitnksluira, as “ pre- 
served from death for slavery.” 'I'Ik! apostate becomes the king's slave, if he 
fail iu performing utoiiemeut. Th<* author of the Digest says that the capfivt'. 
in war must also assiiut to slavery to save his life ; but in the Mimkshara. his 
assent is not implied. 

5. Menu enumerates .siwen slaves j tlje captiv<;, the slave for liis fomi, tlie 
bought, the house-born, the given, the paternal, aiifl the penal (dunda dasa), 
e.vplaincd to be one consenting' to slavery, to discharge a fine and the like. The 
author of the Mitakshani says that this enumeration is m»t exedusive of other 
<lescriptious of slaves, which opinion the author of the Digest adopts. 

0. Any person bound to obedience, is ouly bouinl to reiidt?r service suitable 
to Ills class, according t(> which also is he to be treated. In the Digest, B, 111. 
cup. 1, s. 1, V. 7, the verse of Narada whicli imjilics this position is not reudereil 
acqoi'ding to the comment, and the more obvious sense of tin; text ; but it is 
said generally, that all shivcs are to perform the lowest offices. 

7. lly the old law, in the direct ortler of the classes, a Brahmin might have a 
wife of .each of the three classes inferior to himself; a Kelmtuya, one of Ijoih 
of his two inferior classes ; and a V'^aisya a Sudia wife. On tJie same priuciplo 
servitude is saitl to l>e iu the <lircct order of the classes ; tin; 
be the slave of tlie inferior, but au equal may be of an equal. 

8 . But the Brahmin is uot liable to .slavery. The aj)ostat<; is stilted generally, 
to bo the slave of the king in the MitaksUura, whicli does uot cite the text of 
Katyayana in whicli it is said the apostate Brahmin is to be banished. 'Hie 

apostate, 

apostate idem, v. 5G. 

9 . In treatises of adoption, an extract, imputed to the Kaleka Purana (though 
of doubtfiil authenticity) is prominently cited. (See translation of the Dattaka 
Mimansu, s. 4, p. 22 , anyl MitaksUara on “ Inheritance,” cap. 11 , s. 1 , p. 13.) 

It has a passage which declares tliat adoptetl sons duly initiated may be con- 
sidered as sous “ else they are termed slaves,” The author of the Digest, com- 
menting on the words “ bought” and “ received” in Karada’s description of 
sdpvcs, observes that they may meap. also boys purchased ,or received for adop- 
tion, but who have become slaves through some feilure in the form ; and he 
adds, that they'^ become slaves independent of consent ; and he is uot shakem 
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in Jiis position, though it should be urged that thus a Brahmin might become 
a slave. 

10. Sir T. Strange in his appendix to the ^th chapter of his Hindu Law, 
rpurtes a latter of Mr. Colebrooke on Hindu slavery generally, in which he 
discusses ihe peculiar point just referred to. Mr. Colebrooke quotes the 
elaborate exposition of the autlior of the Dattaka Mimansa (s. 4, p* 40, 41, 40), 
which is, in effect, that the informally-adopted falls to the condition of a slave 
if tlie adoption, fail, from three causes: 1, excess of age;, 2; rites omitted; 
3, impossible from their prior jierformance. Mr. Co)pbrooke does not treat ,the 
construction of the author of the Digest with much respect, and adds, that but 
for the commentary of the author of the Dattaka Mimansa, he should consider 
the words in the passage of the Kalika Parana as figurative, and mereiy 
intended to declare the adoption void. 

11. The author of the Mitakshara, in his comment on the labdha, or 
obtained slave, as already noticed, says by acceptance (parigraha) and the 
like. Parigraha, means also adoption, but if he contemplated the case of the 
inforanally-adopted, he would probably have been more explicit. 

12. I think the first impression , of Mr. Colebinbke, that the passage in the 
extract imputed to the .Kalika Parana, is nci- to' be construed literally, is cor- 
rect ; nor doCs the comment of Nanda Puni^it appear to me opposed to this. 
ll<i merely deduces from the text tliree predicaments,* in which, in an informal 
adoption, the adopted are said “ to be slaves,” tWt is, do not acquire the fili^al 
relation. 

13. - The*|Jower of moderate chastisement bf slaves seems a .necessary condi- 
tion of the relation of master and slave. Menu (Cap. 8, v. 299 and 300) 

declares that a wife, a son, a slave (dasrt) a pupil and a yqunger 
lirother may be chastised with a rope, a slip of bambu (venu- 
dala) ; they are to be beaten on ' the back part -of their bodies. 
The person chastising contrary to this rule incum the penalty of 
theft. The commentator, Kalluka Bhatta, says the- chastisement is 
for tlic sake of iTistructioii, and that the bambu <lala is a .light siiluka slip 
or lath. A text of Katayayanu, cited in the Rutnakara, »is this ** Corporal 
})imisbn)eiJt (tadana), and biiuiing, so also vexation (vidambana). These are 
the penalties of a slav(! ; pecuniary fine is not ordained.”* The autlior of - the 
Rutnakara explains tliat by corporal punishment is meant flagellation with a 
whip and the like ; by vexation, tonsui'c, exposure on an ass attd so forth.. 

14. Narada declares tliat the pupil <les<u*tiiig his master may l^^cbypo^Uy 

punished and confined; and Cirolama says, “ that for ignorance onu Incapacity 
he may be corrected with a small rope or cane.” The Rutnakara commenting 
on another text of Narada enjoining the duty of the pujiil, says that he is thus- 
declared to be a servant. "" 

15. By another text of law the mutual litiganqn between husband and wifii, 
teacher and pupil, lather and son, master ami servant, iij not legal. The author of 
the Digest remarks, that this docs not exclude special cases, and that the text 
implie- that the teacher, and so forth, has the power of correction; and adds that 
if the pupil or the son violate his duty, and,3i»e teacher or father be weak and’ 
unnble to correct him, it is consistent with common sense that he “ should then 
apply to the king.” 

10. Narada ill his text lias the words “ badha and bandha ” (binding); the 
forniei’ might mean death ; and the author of the Mitakshara obviates that sense 
by declaring that (vjrporal punishment (tadana) is meant “ on account of the 
slightness of the lault.” It is not important whether the mode of punishment 
indicated by “ a rope ” is tying up or stripes. It appears clear that the Hindu 
lav recognists the power of the master to inflict moderate chastisement on his 
slave. He is, liowevcr, liable to punishment for abuse of that power. . 

17. Can n slave own or earn property independent of his master? There are 
two nearly^ identical passages of Namda and Monir (chap. 7. 416.), on this 
subject, which declari; that a wife, a slave, and a son, can have no exclusive 
property, and that their gains belong to their owner. A passage of Katyayana 
declares the 'dominion of the master over the slave’s goods: “But the master 
has no right to the goods acquired by his fttvour or sale.” According to ofle 
reading “ bj* public sale.” Another reading rejects the negative. The passage 
quoted is as it occurs in the printed copy of the Chintamani ; the author of 

widely 
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which says, whatever property is obtained by a slave by the favour of hia ma-ster, 
and by self-sale, is the slave's property ; the master is not entitled to it. 

1 8. Kalluka Bhatta, commenting on the above text of Mani, says that it is to 
declare the independence of the wife and the rest, and he ilhistrates the case of 
Stridhan, as an instance of property in the wife. The author of the Digest, in 
his comment on these passages, seems of opinion, that the slave may have exclu- 
sive property; and in a prior passage he combats the objection that a slave 
maintained having no property, cannot repay his food, by asserting that he 
may .through affection possess property. 

19. As a general position it appears, however, to me correct to say, that the 
goods and earnings of tt slave belong to his master, the exceptions being the 
casd on which the master has assured the slave’s ownership, the j»roceeds of a 
yelf-sale, or any thing analogous. 

20 . By the preservation of his master’s life from imminent danger a slave is 
not only emancipated, but entitled to inherit as a son ; and if a female slave bear 
her master a son, according to a text of Katyayaua both are entitled to liberty ; 
but according to the explanation of the Prakasa Parijata, and other Maithila 
books, as noticed in the (Ihintamani and l^igest, this must be only considered 
in the case where the master has no legitimate or adopted son. 

21 . E.xcppt by the preservation of his master's life and his will (and in the 
case of the mmale slave, by bearing him a son), there is no emancipation of the 
first five .slavcis enumerated in para. , 2 . This i.s distinctly stated by the author 
of tlie Mitakshara, who docs not even allude to the text of Gotama fiavourable 
to the femahi slaves in the case premised. 

22 . According to the comments of Vignaniswara, on a very obscure text of 
Yajuya Walkya (which he declares applicable to the apprentice as well as sale), 
the sluve maintained in a famine, and the slave for his food, ai'c emancipated by 
reliiujtiishing their supjjort, and replacing what they huv(? consumed from the 
commencement of their slavery. But the words of this text do not suggest this 
latter position. 

2 .*}. Narada says, the first is reh'asod by giving a pair of oxen ; for what ho 
consumed in a famine is not discharged by labour : and ho adds, that the second 
is released immediately on relinquishing his footl. Tln^ author of the Rutna- 
karu holds, that tlic slave f<>.d in a laminc obtains his liberty by relinquishment 
of food and gift of a pair of ox(!n. In tliis, the more obvious st^nse of the text, 
tbi; author of the Digest concurs, noticing, however, that the author of the 
Vevada Chiutamani holds that he must give the oxen in addition to what he has 
consumed, 

24-. According to the Chiutamana and Digest, the slave for his food is released 
by relinquishing the same, and this a])pears the most rea.sonable doctrine. It 
does not seem tmroasouahle that he whose life w'as saved in famine should iiiake 
some return beside.s Ids labour ; but that he should give both a pair of oxen, and 
the value of his support, is hardly just, and probably not intended. 

25. The debtor slave is releasoil by liquidation of his debt with interest, accord- 
ing to Narada. The comment in the Mitakshara on the obscure text of Yajuya 
Walkya, already noticed, says that the de 1 )tor slave is discharged on repaying, 
with interest, his present creditor wliat be paid to red(!em him from a former 
creditor. This seems the mention of a special instance by wa^' of illustration. 

20 . Tile pledged slave reverts of course to his master vidio pledged him, if 
he redeem him from the mortgagee. This is declared by Narada. But an 
involved and obscure comment on the above obscure text of Yajuya Walkya in 
the Mitakshara, bears this construction, that the pledged slavti is ivleased on his 
jiaying the amount for which his master pledged him, with interest. It, how- 
ever, hardly can have been meant that an owner, pledging bis slave at an 
under-valuation, sliould give the slave the right of redemption at that under 
price. , 

27. The slave for his bride (literally, attracted by a female slave), is emanci- 
pated b}' separation, “ because” (says the author of the MitakshaVa), “ it is 
prohibited to cohabit with a slave.” ' * 

*28. The slave for a term is, of course, emancipated by the lapse of the period. 
The captive, the stake won, and the self-oifered are emancipated, according to 
Narada, cited in the Mitakshara, by finding a substitute equally capable of 

. 238 . F labour, 


No. a. * * 
INDIA. ■ 


Digest, B. lit 
c. 1, V, 43, 


Idem, V. 4^2. 
Idem, V- 49. 


Idem, V. 35. 


Idem, V* 44. 


Idem, V. 43. 


Idem, V. 4G. 


Idem, V* 45. 

Cited in Digest, 
H. 111. c. 1, 
comment rn V.4G. 


Idem, V. 4(1*. 

V, 47. 



34 '.. 


CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 

Nartida, cited in the Vcvada labour, that is, according to Vevada Chintarnani, “another slave.” 
CMntBiomi and Y^uya jjjg apostate, the only release is death. He is the slave of the 

Walkya, in the itaksbara. king. Texts of Hindu law especially provide for the release of those 
Idem, V. 40 . 41 - enslaved by force, or by fraud of kidnappers, and the interference of the king is 
required. 

29. It thus appears, that for the mass of slaves which fall within the first five 
classes, the law has given little hope of emancipation. 

30. There are two texts of Menu which, if taken literally, abridge tliat hope : 

Digest. B. in. a Brahmin may compel any Sudra, though nnbou|^t, to render service ,of a 

c. 1 , v.^GandsB. slave (dasa) to him, for he was created to serve the Brahmin, and even the 

emancipated is not released from his servile state, wliich is natural and indelible. 
(Chap. 8, V. 413 and 414.) * 

31. TIjo commentator adds, “ For spiritual purposes it is necessary that obedi-' 
ence be paid by a Sudra, to the Brahmin, or otlicr twice-born man. This is 
what is meant, else the subsequent enumeration of slaves w'ould be nugatory 
that is, if a Sudra cun never escape from servitude. The author of the 

It is menb'oncd by Chiutauumi, commenting on the last of the two texts, slates it is meant to 
the Mariw^aya*^^ express contempt of slaves, otherwise jiurcliase and other causes of slavery would 
Parana. not be pertinent iu regard to Sudrjis, nor would they be capable of manu- 

mission. 

32. The autlmr of tlic Digest has a long, and as usual, unsatisfactory comment 

on the above terrific texts. He denies that the Sudra W'as born a slave to all 
men, or i,M,^comes the slave of any one who takes him, but intimates that the 

relation of tmister and slave is indis'^oluble- Regarding the text, as ap])licable 

to the slave lie,ense(l, not enfranchised, he supposes the case where such slave 
undertakes the service of a second masttir. In that cast; he belongs to him, and 
may be coerced to do servile wmrk without penalty incurred by the second 
mastisr. 

Digest, B. lit- instance, tlie power of the master to sell seems limited. Accord- 

c. x,,v.’()o. ing to a text of Katyayiuia, cited in the. Chintarnani, a man, not urgetl hy 

distress, who attempts t<» sell his female slave, who is obedient, and objects, is to 
be Sued two panas. The t(;xt implies that the sale would be illegal. 

34. The issue of a slave is a slave. This is implied by the definition of tin* 
house-born, anil the position, that the fr(!e wxiinan who marries a slave becomes 
a slave of her liusband’s master. If a man, without stijnilation to thtr contrary, 
allowed his slave girl to marry a fret; man, it should follow that she would be 
released from her master. But if his assent wcire wanting, his propcirty in her 
would remain undisturbed, and the ofl'spring, on the general ])rinriple of the 
greater right of the owner of the soil, would be. his. This principle is distinctly 
laid down in Menu, cli'd)i. », v. 48 and .os. But if some of the natives, examined 
by the Law Commission, are accurate, this rule, on defect of stipulation, docs not 
seem always to he the local us'agt-. One witite.s.s, a resident of Cuttack, says, the 
local u.sage is the converse of the legal rub;, and others liave stated that, in the 
absence of special agreement, the masters of slave's wdio have intermanded share 
the progeny. 

35. The'sth of Mr, M'Naghten’s C!!ollection of Precedents on Slavery, has u 
construction of Hindu law re.sting on rcsisoning. If A. would sell liis slave B. 
to C. for a fixed price, and by sucl» sjtle a great grievance would be indicted o)j 
li,, as lor instance, his removal to a distant country, then, in that case, if another 
purchaser at the same price ofi’ers, whether designated by B. or not, A. must 
s<*ll to such other purchaser- The reason assigned is, that the master would 
sufler no htss. Tlie present pundit of the Sudder Dewany Adawlut, Vendya Nath 
Misr, w’ho gave this opinion, has btien examined by the l..aw Commission, and stattjs 
that it would be considered as oppressive to sell a slave so as to place him beyond 
the reach of conunanication with people of his own class, or to separate families; 
the ciiurts oright to interfere to prevent such sales. There does not aiqjear to 
be any legal authorities manifesting sucli tenderness for the slave ; and if the 
pundit’s doctrine is to be taken for law, it must be tjonsidered os resting on 
popular usage and feeling, lo which is opposed any oppressive exercise of his 
power over his slave by a master. 

(signed) J. C. C. Sutherland^ 

Calcutta, 1 February I88u. Secretary. 
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1 February 1830. No, 2., 

It is proper to begin with a short statement of my motives for sending up this _ { jj j ^ . 
separate Minute with our Report. 1__: 

Tile Law Commission recommended, that in the Penal Code, “ no act falling 
under the definition of an offence should be exempted from punishment, becaust’ 
it is committed by a master against a slave.” We are now called upon to say 
whether the law is not already in conformity witli that recommendation in every 
part of British India, and if it is not, to prepare a, draft of an Act which shall 
make it so. An opinion upon the ex|jediency of the Isiw is not asked from us ; 
but thti cxpe.diency t)f sucif a special law docs not necessarily follow from the 
expediency of adopting the principle in a general code ; and therefore, being 
called upon for a draft of sucjh n special law, 1 think we arc called upon by 
our position to express opinion upon the (picstion of expediency, if we have 
formed one. We have abstained from doing so in our Report for the reasons 
tli<‘rein mentioned. I have foriueil an o[)inion upom this question, and so ftir as 
regards tliis presidency, an opinion which, I think, is very unlikely to bc5 shaken 
by furtlier inquiines, and I therefore take this mode of t^xpressing it. 

I shall first consider whether tlntre is any reastiu to suppose that the proposed 
law will excite dissatisfaction in any such degree as ought to prevent its enact- 
ment. 

For this purp<tse it is proper to consider what changes in the laws relating to 
slavery have already been made and acquiesccil in. 

Regulation X. of 1811 prohibited the inqwrtation of slaves from foreign 
coiuitri<^s. ^ 

Whtrther the prohibition is of importation of slaves gencifilly, or only of 
iiiiportatiou of slaves for the jnirpose oi sale, given away, or otherwise disposed 
of, is difficult to say, when the various high authorities "who havt' held contrarj’- 
opinions upon the point are considere<l. 

The honourable Court of Diivctors, on the 2(Jtli April 1820, held, that the 
regulation prohibited importation generally. The contrary doctrine, however, 
seems to have been atited upon both before and since. The Regulation IV. of 
1 832 prohibits th(i removal of slaves for the jjiirjjosc' of traffic from one pro- 
vince to ajiothcr w'ithin this presidency. 


These arc tin* only tw'o general laws made by tJie legislature which 
iutt-rfeve with the rights of masters; but tJiere are sevt'ral cases in which 
local authorities have legislated with that effect by proclamation, , and 
odnu's in wliich the people have believed tliat legislation of that kind 
had taken place, whicli are deserving of notice. 


The two regulations m 
, garding Kisas, cited it 
,■ our lieport for a difl'eren 
purpose, are hardly wortl 
noticinp, with a view t< 
iny present purpose. 


In the yt!ar 1812 Sir C. Metcalfe, then resident at Delhi, issued a proclama- Slavery in India, 
tion ]>rohi biting absolutely the sale of slaves. The Covernment doubted the 
expfAieucy of this proclamation in respect of this prohibition, and in auotlier 
respect also, betaiuse the law* in the territory of Delhi would therebjf beconn* 
difli'vent fnmi what it was in the rest t*f British India. A correspondence en- 
sued, in the cour.se of w hich Sir C. Metcalfe savs, in a letter dated 3d Januarv 


1813, “ I do not find that the prohibition of the side of slaves bus oeca.sioncd 
any surprise at this place. It is considert;d t<* be merely the extension to this 
territory of the orders promulgated in other parts of the British dominions; and 
from a general misunderstainling of the orilers of (luvermneut issued elsewhere 
on this subject, it is not known that greater restrictions arc in force in this dis- 
trict at the pi'esent moment than in any other j)aTt, of tin*, country. It is desir- 
able, in my humble opinion, that this delusion sh.ouhl not be done aw'ay, either 
here or elsewhere, by a formal sanction for the sale of slaves.” 

In a letter dated 16th April 1813, Sir C. Metcalfe says, in explanation of the 
passage just cited, It w'as my intention to iutinuite that tlje prohibition of the 
sale witliiu this territory had not occasioned suiy surprise, it being gemun-lly con- 
ceived that the same prohibition previously existed in all other parts of the 
British dominions. The prohibition of the traffic in slaves, whether it be an- 
nouncecl iii a prohibition of the sale, or a prolubition of the iinptwtation, must 
undoubtedly occasion a c^ertain degree of dissatisfaction ; but it is grnoiigst the 
worse orders of the community, amongst the professed dealers in human flesh, 
whose abominable livelihood is aftl^ted by the abolition, and amongst that de- 
testable class of wretches who bring up slave>girls from the earliest age for public 
prostitution. The respectable orders of society, tliough they may experience 
^ 238. F 2 %ome 
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some iBccmyeuiieiioc from the privation, acknowledge the humanity and propriety 
of the proiiibition/’ ' 

The eonsequence was, that the prohibition was allowed to coutiane in the 
proclamation which was substituted for the one above-mentioned, the 2d article 
of the sul»titute(f proclamation being as follows: “ The sale and purchase of 
slaves in the territory of Dellii arc also strictly prohibited, and any person who 
shall buy or sell, or sliall be concerned in buying or selling one or more slaves, 
shall be lialilc to be punished by the court of criminal judicature.” 

The final result is very extraordinary and very illustrative. The proclama- 
tion, and all distinct rt*collection of its contents, appear to have perisheil at 
Delhi. But in its place there subsists a belief tliat Sir C. Metcalfe abolished, 
not the .sale of slaves, but slavery itself. 

The commissioner of Delhi says, in his answer to the question^ of the J^aw 
Commissioners, “ Since the promulgation in this territory of the law prohibiting 
slav(*ry, we have not even recognized possession as a claim, and I do not at this 
present moment recollect aiij' instance of a male slave petitioning for emanci- 
pation. I have known very many applications from the unfortunate class of 
females purchased for the jnirposes of jirostitution, and in every case the appli- 
cants were absolved from any further compulsory servitude, the mistress being 
referred to the civil court to obtain coiiq)ensution for any expense incurred for 
food, clothing, jewels, &c.” 

The judge of Delhi says, “About the year 1811 , some orders ou the subject 
of slavery were i.ssii('(l by the tlien chief authority at Delhi., The precise nature 
of these orders I am now unable to state, a copy of them not being procurable ; 
but 1 have reason to believe that they went far to remove all invidious distinc- 
tions between master and slave, find that the courts in the Delhi territory, 
which have probably been guided iii their decisions by the orders in question, 
have not for many year.s, so far as I am awan*, recogiiizcd any right or immu- 
nity beyond that of stu'V'ice, to attach to the one w’hich did not in an equal de- 
gree belong to the other.” 

The officiating session judge of Caw'u pore says, “The reason. why such cases 
have never come before me, is principally that my experience since 1833 has 
been wholly confined to tin; Dellii territory, where, for a long time the name of 
slavery only has existed ; its reality Inis been long extinct.” “ Having hi^en, 
before my a])pointment to Delhi, for eight years in South Behar, where I have 
myself, as register and civil judge, daily decided cases of purchase of whole 
families of predial slaves, or lialiars, 1 was astoni.slied to find that slavery was not 
recognised at Delhi, 1 was informed that since Mr. Seton’s time no claim to 
a slave, or to comjiel slaves to work, has been allowed, and I found the esta- 
blished practice of the court, that whenever a pm-son petitioned that another 
person had claimed liiiii or her as a slave, an ayadnama, or certificate of free- 
iloni, was given him or her, to the efleet tlnit they were free. I gladly hailed 
this custom, but I jiursued another course, wliieh 1 deemed more effectual. It 
struck me that issuing these fiyaduamas or certificates was, to a certain extent, 
allowing the existence of shivery in .«ome .sort or other. When similar :ippU- 
caiioiis were made to me, I u.«ed merely to psiss an order that slavery did not 
txist, and informed the petitioner that if any person molested him or her, he 
should be punished.” * 

The additional jr.dge of Burdwau .says, iu his answer to the questions of the 
Law Cominissioii, “ In thi.s district the impression amongst the natives is almost 
universal, that the exi.eting laws pi'ohibit the purchasing of slaves ; and though 
tiiis is not in reality the ejise, still all that now remains of the traffic in slaves 
i.s the. occasional 2jurchase of a few children, Avho are offered for sale in times of 
great scarcity.” 

The officiating inagi-straie of Hooghly, after stating a case from tlic records 
01 his office. 111 which two slave-girls, who had been abstracted from Uteir mas- 
ter’s house, w(‘^e irinde over to him, though they alleged ihat they Jiad met with 
constant maltreatment in his house, adds, “ It would not, however, be* fair to 
jud^c of the practice of the court from one isolated instance. The idea that the 
natives iu geueral_eiitertain of what is likely to be the decision of our courts in 
cases of slavery is widely different. 1 am informed by the old inhabitants of the 
place that, uiKier the Dutch government, which encouraged slavery, an immense 
ji umber of persons of that class were to be found inChinsurah; but finding, after 
the Session, that tlicir new rulers looked with a cold eye uppn the right of pro- 
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perty which tlxe niastei; asserted in the slave, they had generally shah^i off their No. 2. 
fetters aaid gone abroad as freemen. So strung indeed was thO’ opinion of our .INDIA, 

disinclination to uphold slavery, that I cannot learn that any oixe ever came for- 
ward fo rtKJlaim his runaway bondman. Such is still, I have reason to believe, 
the prevailing idea on this subject of the inlialiitants of the district at large.” 

TJic joint njagistrate of Bograh concludes his answer thus : “ 1 would beg to 
remark that the prevailing idea amongst the natives now is, that slavery has been 
long since abolisJied, and the i^stem has to all intents and purposes ceased.” 

Since the general subject of slavery wtis referred to us, on the 6tJj November 
last,* we Lave examined as many native; witnesses conversant with it as we could 
find in Calcutta. *Onc of those, Durbh Singh Das, Oriuh Missul Khan, speaking 
of Jiis country, North Cuttack, staU:.s as follows : “ All kinds of slaves an; con- 
stantly sold,' but, according to popular recognition, the consent of the slav(j is 
necessary. This custom has arisen from a proclamation li is right to mention that another native 
issued in 1824 by Mr. Robert Kcir, wlio was coiumis- witness considers this to be a local custom of 

.sioner of Cuttack. 

A slave who was sold against his consent ran away. Tlie nia8t,c;r used force 
to coiiree him. He complained to the inagisti-ate, who gave him m» protection ; 
he then appealed to the commissioner, who gave him his liberty, fined the pur- 
chaser, and issued the proclamation of which I have spoken. The proclamation 
ilechired tlie sale of slaves illegal. Since that time, 1 think in 182 !) oi’ 1830 , a 
slave complained to Mr. Foster, the magistrate, who declared a deed of sah; to 
be unlawful, fined tlie purehas(;r, awarded costs from him to the slave, and 
referred the purchaser to the civil courts to recover the pri<;e ht; liad paid from 
the seller. This is the only case I remember since the. proelamatiou. The effect 
of the proelamatiou has been, not to put an end to stiles, luit to pi’cvent their 
taking jjlace without the consent of the slave. 

These instances all point to the conclusion, that tlie respectable and influential 
portion of tlie native community may lie expee-ted to yield a retidy obcdit'iice to 
iiny^ commands of the lading povv(;r, having for their object tlie proteclion of 
slaves from oppression. 

1 have heen careful, ia setting forth these instances, to eoiifine iiiy’sclf 
entirely^ to statements of fact, and I have therefore omitted some strong 
expressions of opinion contained in the documents from wliicli I liiive ipiotcd. 

Tho<e {;xpressions are in favour of the perfeel .safety of legislating to any e.\- 
tent on this subject; but I am not sure that I have not mot in the mass of 
evidence before me, opinions wliich ought to be placed in the opposite scale. 

1 can venture to affirm that I liav i; met with no statements of fact to lie opposed 
to those which I have s(;t forth. Assuming, then, that there is no reason to 
ajijirt'hend that the proposi'd law will excite disi;oiitent in any important degree, 
it ri;niains only^ to Ik; considered whether, upon intrinsic grounds, it is desirable 
that the master sliould not possess tiie power of moderately correctiug his slave. 

It is tieec.ssiiry to bear in mind that tin; question ivlates to such moderate cor- 
rection as a parent may' inflict upon his child, not to such severe punishment as 
a M%;st Indian master might inflict upon his negro. 'J'liis difference, it is true, 
is only one of degree,, but it is nevertheless a difference of tundaineiital impor- 
tanci! as regards the proposed measure, or more strictly' as regards the reasons by 
which the ifroposcd measure must bo justified. 

If the slavu‘;-owner of Uengal were now by law in possession of a jiowet by 
which he could extort productive labour from liis uiiwdlling .slavi's, it might be 
desirable, for tlie sake of humanity', to take away that power ; but it could not be 
alleged as one of the reasons in favour of such a. measure that the power to be 
taken from the master was a pow<;r of no substantial value to him. I think such 
a reason may be alleged in favour of the proposed law, and i think that reason, 
coupled with the liability' to abuse which is in.sejiarable from a power residing 
in private persons to infiict corporal punishment upon adults, sufficient to justify 
the enactment of the proposed law. 

Further, if the power in question were substantially' valuable, it might be 
necessary to accompany its abolition, W'hcre it still exists, with other nieasures 
which may' well be dispensed with upon the contrary supposition. * 

* 1 think it is desirable that the master should not possess the power of moderate 
correction. 

Our researches into the subject of Indian slavery have led me to believe that 
it operates in a great degree in mitigation of the evils which are incident tc 
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Slavei^y may be regarded dte the Indian poor law anti pi^totire of infeotioide ; 
aixd jf it were necessary, for securing the advantages which belong to it fix this 
capacity, to invest the master with the powel^of mod^arate coriveNition, I should 
hesitate before I pronounced fm opinion against the legal sanction of that power. 
But I do not think that the power of mo^rato correction can have that effect. 
The only way in which it can be, supposed to ha^re that effect is by enabling 
the master to extort productive labour from an unwilling slave ; to obtain that 
kind of labour wliich will leave a surplus after maintaining^ the slave and his 
family. The cxporn^nce of W^est Indian slavery and of English pau|>erism l#oth 
show in th(*ir opposite results that productive labour cannot be extorted from 
fm unwilling laboiinir without the infliction or the expectation oi such puiiish- 
numt as English ninmicvs will not tolerate, as the judicial authorities of British 
India do not recognize, and, as I b(;lieve, the laws of India never sanctioned. 
Tlu' inv(?stigatioiis of the Commissioners of Poor Law Inquiry in the years 
18;V2— .33, produced, if my memory does not much deceive me, an irresistible 
bo<:W of evidence to the truth of this doctrine. It is not that a man cannot be 
made to do work by such eorrection as a parent may inflict upon a child, but 
that he cannot be made to do such work as will paj^ for liis maintenance* and 
l(*ave a profit to his employer. Now there is not, I tliink, one of the judicial 
aiithoriries among those wJio have given a distinct opinion upon the point who 
recognizes any greater right in the master than that which a parent has in 
res})ect of a child, or a master in respect of a scholar or an appnmtice ; conse- 
quently^ if tlic slavery of this part of India is beneficial to the master, it must 
be eitlier bt*caiise the slave has some atlier motive besides terror to make it so, 
or that tile master oN tirsteps those luirrow^ limits to Ids power of correction 
w hich are recognized liy all those judicial functionaries who admit that any 
pow(!r of (‘OiTCfctiori at all resides in the master. The former siipjiosition, I 
believe, is in ac(‘ordaiic(‘ generally wdth the real state of facts in this country ; 
the latter is only realized in rare cas(*s of <*xc<*ption. Slavery in the East is not 
like slavery in the W<*st ; a system of mere violence and oppression — a system 
of which the vivifying jiriiicijile is the dread of the cart-whip. Slavery lu the 
East is a syst(*iu which seems to be hehl together by the mutual intercuts ol‘ 
master and slave, and by tlie fore,e of habit; it is held together very loosely, 
no doubt, but still sufl5eii‘ntly to produce juactiisal results. The perpetual and 
hereditary service*, of tluMr donu^stics is what tlici upper classes in India particu- 
larl\ desire as conducive to that, privacy wliicli belongs to their households. 
On tlK‘ otIn.‘r hand, the* lower classes are glad to bind themselves and their 
posterity to such jjorpetual se.'.rviee , in order to he secure of siibsisteucc in sick- 
ii<*s.s ami in old age, and in tlios(‘ [xeriods of seai*city which ai’e cv(;ry now' and 
tlieii rceurring. 1di(i force ol hahit, so p(‘eM!iarly strong in this country, 
operates also upon both paiti(*s to jireveiit the dissolution ixf their mutual rela- 
tion. All I have hitherto read and In ard of Ixidian slavery leads me to think 
tliio it may b(* described, with souie ajiprouch to accuracy, as a custom 
according to wliich a j)oor family sorws a rich one from gciuiration to gciiicra- 
tioii, the rich family in rciturn siipjairting thfj j>oor one in age and sickness, us 
well as in health and vigour, and in pc'riods when the poor family could not 
earn enougli t(» inaiutaiii ils(*lf, as well as when it could earn more than 
(*uough. The status of eacJi family of slaves appears to originate in. one of two 
v.ay«; first, in ;> contract by w hich a freeman sells lnuis(5lf and his po.sterity, 
or s(dls his child (or otlicr relative) and its posterity; and secondly, by the 
birth of a which has b(*en begotten by a man of su|J€rior caste upon a 
w/<miau i>{' iuferi(-r caste. Such child is in some parts of the country a slave, 
aiitl may bc^comc of course tiui stock of a race of slaves ; hut iu whatever way 
the statur :M:iy originate, the continuance of it must, it siiould seem, except iu 
cases of abuse, have Ixh-ii in a great measure voluntary on the part? of the 
slave?, for the master never seems to have had any means of enforcing his 
rights wdih'b were at oiie.e, lawful and effectual. Pi'oceedings against a .slave 
in courts of law are manifestly ineffectual. Such moderate correction as*a 
parent may inflict on a child certainly was lawTul, though many of our fuuc- 
.tionariiis no longer permit it; but it must always have been ineffectual. Such 
severe correction as would be effectual has always been unlawful. 

Tl^s 
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slaves for diamismotfo^ induct, and such iihe toifoneesj -fn^er than :^!eicb 

(correction or chastiBenient), s» the pawerof passing sentences of tazeei^ and 

kisas, &c. is solely vested in the hakim. If, therefore, the master should exceed 

the limits of hifif power of chastisement above stated, he is liable to tazeer.” 

Tazeer is, in its lowest d^ree, the kind of punishment, inflicted upon the smallest 
misdemeanors, by the, m^istrate. What the master may inflict upon his 
slave is something less than tlie lowest degree of tazeer. 

Tlie pundits say, “ In cases of disobedience or fault committed by the slave, 
the master has power to beat his slave with a thin stick, or to bind him witJi a 
rope ; and if he should consifhjr the slave dest'rviiig of severe punishmeut, he 
may pull his * hair, or ex]jose him upon an ass.” * correctly 

Tlift thin stick reminds me of the* alleged right of an Englishman to <rorrect bis jjig ilair.^as^om ^ 
wife with a similar instrument. It is true that the ignominious punishment last gM-retary, Mr. 
mentioned might Ik! felt severely Ijy some individuals; but as a general method Sutherland, inloi m 
of extorting jjrohtable woi’k from a reluctant slavt*, it can never hatt' been 
efficacious. If ajiplitnl W'itli the frequency with which the eart-whip is ajtplied 
in Georgia or Carolina, it would soon cefis<‘ to be any punishment at idl. In 
what light too these punishments wer<! looked upon by the lawgiver liiniscifis 
Tuaiiifest from th<*. following passage of Menu : “ A wife, a son, aslavt;, (niistruus- 
lated servant by Sir William Jones), and a younger whole brother may he 
corve.e.ted, when tliey commit faults, with a ro}>e, or the small shoot of a cane.” — Menu. 290 and 'joi 
Digest, 11. p. :i 34 . ' to 308.“" 

The description of persons among whom tin; slave is enumerated shows clearly 
the descri])lion of punishment to which he was liable in common with them. 

For confirmation of the vi»^w 1 have here takt;n of the Hindu law, 1 ref<;r to 
the compilation by Mr. Sutherland, which will be found in the Apjteudix to our 
Report. 

1 feel, therefore, little doubt that shivttry iu Bengal (if iudetsl slavery be not 
an improjicr name for such a condition) lias subsisted for ages without any such 
])ower being vested iu the master as would enable him to extort productive labour; 
and, I believe, that tlie ])ower of parental correction which h<5 possesses, wlien it 
lias not already been taken from liim by judicial disrrt'tion, may be taktiii fmm 
him without any real injury to his iutiu'esls. I do not moan to say that it may 
not be convenient t(» the master iu the government of his household, but f 
think that the great liability of such a power to run into exc«iss wluai it is exer- ^ 
eised against adults, more than eoumerbalances any good to the master which 
can result from it wfien e.oufine.d within its legal limits. 

One topic remains to I>e noticed. I liave Iwen cousidt;rmg the proposed law 
with retenmee only to those inflictions by tlie master on his slave which havi; tlu‘ 
correction of the slave for their object. But a master has, by tlie Maiiomeilan 
law, a right of adifi'ereiit kind over iiis lemah* slave, of which the abolition ought 
to be universally and certuiiily known. The answer of the ruuftces, from wliiidi 
1 have quoted above, is of such a nature, when it touches tiiis topic, as to be 
ex 2 )ress(!d in I.atiu inste.ad of English, in the translation frt>ni the original Persian. 

I need not ‘allude to it further, than to remark, that in it is inqilicd tliat the mas- 
ter may compel his female slave to be his concubine. Of course no court of 
justice, under oiir Government, would hold such a law- any justification of an 
act of violence or a course of persecution. But, I think, nevertheless, that it 
may be reckoned among the advantages of the proposed law, that it will include, 
a distinct negation of so monstrous a right. 

I am not aware that there is any discreiwuicj' between any docrine of tliis 
Minute and what my much-esteemed colleagues have said in Note (B.) to the 
Penal Code. 

The doetzine of my Minute, which at first sight may at variance witli 

their Views, is, that tne master’s power to com'ct his slave cannot witli propriety 
be abolished by an iinnvediate, sjzecial, and isolated measure, unless the pdwer is 
already so limited as to have no substantial value ; because, if the power had a. 

•substantial value, it might be proper to accompany its abolition wntb other mea- 
sures. It is true that my colltazgues, when they sent up the Penal Code, di<l not 
say this, but 1 think they have not said anything that is inconsistent with it. , ^ 

(sigued) C. II. Cameron. 
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Extract Lisoist.ATiv£ Coxsoltations, 7 January 1839. ; 

From H. Torrens, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Governmeni^-i^, With 

the Governor-general, to T. H. Maddoek, Esq. OiHcia^ng iSeei^a^ to the 
Goyemment of India, dated 18 December 1838. 


Sir, 

I AM directed to request that you will submit, for the consideration of the 
honourable the President in Council, the accom|>anying despatch, in original, 
from the honourable tlio Court of Directors, desiring that a particular enact- 
ment .sliould he passed, declaring that no offensive act should be excmjit from 
punishment, because committed by a master against a slave. 

2. The Govenior-gencral is impressed with the belief that this principle lias 
been invariably acknowlcdgtwl, and acted up to in all courts of justice in Bengal, 
such being the result of a minute inquiry entered into by the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut of. the Lower Provinces within the last four years, and to the records of 
w'hich reference may be easily had for the purpose of verifying his Lordship’s 
inijiression. 

3. A similar equitable principle is believed to have been generally adhered to 
in the North West Provinces, in the very few instances in which persons have 
appeared before a criminal tribunal in tlie character of master and slave, the 
spirit of the regulations of Government requiring that all parties should he 
dealt with in our courts of justice on a footing of perfect equality. 

4. It w'ill remain for the honourable the President in Council to determine 
whether, after a consideration of the question, reason might not be shown for 
deferring the immediate enactment of a law, which there might be .some doubt 
for considering specially requisite Avith reference to the limited prcA'alence of 
slavery in the Bengal presidency, the very mild character in which it exists, and 
the established principle in our courts of refusing to recognize any distinction of 
persons in respect of criminal proceedings. 

5. His Lordship has directed me, in this letter, more especially to refer to the 
presidency of Bengal ; but, although he is less accurately inforraetl of the law' 
and practice in the other presidencies, he is led to believe tliat the same principle 
of general protection is also extended to them ; but he would wish, on tliis 
head, to have ftirther inforinatiou. 

6. 1 am also directed to forward despatch No. 16, of 26th September 1838, 
in this ilepartment (with its enclosure), for submission to the honourable the 
preshlcnt in Council, and that the special reports of the Indiiun Law Commis- 
sioners, and Opinions or resolutions of the Govemmtait on them, required by 
the court, may be prepared and forwarded as early as practicable. 

I have, &c. 


(signed' II. Torrevs, Officiating Secretary to the 
Cam]) Pool, < io’.eriiment of India Avith the Governor-general. 

18 Det^einbor 1838. 


(No. 22 .) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to 
J. C. C. Sut/wrland, Esq. Secretan* to the Indian Law Commission, dated 
7 January 1839. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request you Avili lay the accompanying copy of a despatch 
(No. 15, of 18.'$.s), received from the honourable the Court of Directors, before 
the Indian Law Commissioners, together with an extract from a letter flFom the 
officiating secriitary to the Governor-general of India (paragraphs 1 to 5) on 
the subject tlieveof. 

2. lije President in Council, with advertence to what is .said in Note (B.) of 
the ])ropo.sed J^cnal Code upon the present state of the criminal law in respect to 
sleeves, and to the observations made in the accompanying extract from the letter 
ol thi! officiating secretary to the Right hououixmle tlie Governor-general, re-*- 
quests that the Commissioners will be so good as to favour him wito their opi- 
nion as to whether the laAv, as now* actually in force over every part of British 

India , 
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is or is not sucli as to make the pnssuig of a la^y of the nature directed 
by the Honourable Court reSquisite, in order that, the intention of the Home 
Government may be carried into complete effect ? 

3. If the Commissioners are of opinion that a special law is requisite, with 
this view they are requested to frame the draft of such a law, for the considera- 
tion of the Copncil of India. 

4. The subject of tin's despatch will, of course, find a place in the general 
, Report upon Slavery in India which the Commissioners are now preparing ; but 
I am directed to request that this letter may Imj specially answered at the earliest 
convenience of the Commissioners. 

I have, &,c. 

, (signed) J. P. Grant, 

Council Chamber, Officiating Secretary to tlic Governnient, India. 

7 January 1830. 


Extract Legislative Consultations, 4 February 1839. 

(No. 182.) 

From Indian Law Commissioners to the Honourable the President of the 
Council of India, in Council, dated 1 February 1839. 

We have now the lionour to report our opinion upon the question referred to 
us in Mr. Secretary Grant’s letter of the 7th ultimo. 

2. That question arises out of a recommendation made by the Law- Com- 
mis.sion in Note (B.) to the Penal Code, (the provisions of the code being frannul 
in accordance with the rccomineiulation), which is, “ that no act, falling under 
the definition of an oftence, shoidd be exem])ted from punishment, because it is 
committed by a master agaiu.st a slave.” The Honourable Court of Directors 
observe, in th<ur desjiatch, in the Legislative Department, dated 26 September 
1 838, No. 15, of whicb an extract accompanied the above-mentionc<l letter of 
Mr. Grant to <mr socretarj^ that this recommendation bus their entire eoncur- 
rt'uct!, and they di«Hit that Governiinuit will lose no time in passing an enact- 
ment to the cffe<*t of tlio recon>men<lation. 

The Right honourable the Governor-geneial is stated, in a letter from the 
officiating secretory to the Government of Imlia with the GoveiTior-general, 
elated the 18lh December 1838, an extract of which also accompanied Mr. 
Grant’s letter, to be “impr(‘sse<l witli the In licf that tliis princij)lo (the pi’inciple 
of the recommendation) has b(!on in^ aiiahly acknowledge<l and acted up to in 
all courts of justice in Bengal, such being the rc.sult of a minute inquiry eiiteretl 
into by the Sudder Dewauny Adawlut of the Lower Provinces within the last 
four ytiars.” 

“ A similar c'quitablc principle,” it is added, “is believed to have been gene- 
rally adhered to in the North Western Provinces in the vt-ry few instances in 
which persons have appeared before a criminal tribunal in ihc ehai’aetcr of 
master and slave, the spirit of the regulations of gorvernment requiring that all 
partii'S should be dealt with, in our courts of justice, on a footing of perfect 
equality.” 

The secretarj'^ with the Governor-gene rul tlun proceeds to remark, that “it 
will remain for the Ihmourable the Presidi'Ut in Council to determine whether, 
after a coiLsidcration of the question, reason might not he shown for defining the 
immediate enactment of a law which there might be some doubt for considering 
specially reqjusite with reference to the limited j)reviilence of slavery in the 
Bengal presidency, the very mild character in which it exists, and the established 
principle in our courts of refusing to recognize any distinction of persons in 
res(|)ect of criminal proceedings. 

“ His ^Lordship has directed me in this leitejr,” the secretary with the Gover- 
nor-general continues, “ more especially to refer to the presidency of Bengal ; 
but, although he is less accurately informed of the law and practice tli the othew 
presidencies, he is led to believe that the same principle of general ’protection 
is <nlso extended to them, but he would wish, on this head, to have further infor- 
mation.” 

The question referred to us by Mr. Secretary' Grant’s letter, which encloses the * 
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documents we have cited, is, “ whetlier..the law, as now actually^ in force over every 
part of Bntiah India, is or if not such as to make the passing of a law of the 
nature directed by the Honourable Court requisite, in orqer that tb'e intention of 
the Home Government may be carried into complete effect ?” Tib question 
we must answer, that we tliink the passing ^.of a law of '^the nature direcJted by 
the Honourable Court is requisite, in <^er that the intention 1^ the ^onfie Govern- 
ment .may be carried into complete e^ot, ; 

Our reasons for thus answerihg, ai» as folloy# t^FIrsfj Oar notion 

of the law now In force from the. statenjieh.ts M tlm 'vai#ai 9 judiciiid^&nctionaries . 
as to the course th^ wonid .pumue, 6r would exjpijcf^ tfoshf subordinates to pur- 
sue, under, supposed circumstances,! theii tbefow^ in ^roe piarts of Pritlsh India, 
is already in conformity with the. intentions .of '^ihe Home GoverOnieht ; in o^er 
parts it is not; and, in, other par|B i's |ii':8uch a state' that no onbean say with 
certainty whether it is or is not i)n.‘ conforaiity with those, intentions: It will 
be observ(^, of course, that law dependini^ '^ipbn the opinions of 'fynctidttdNes,' 
is liable toby changed by d change of functionaries. ^ 

It is in this the lasi-mentioued state,- that we conceive the lay t© be in the 
Lower .Provinces subject to this, presidency. We speak with the utnio^ ''deference 
to the Right honourable the Goveirnor-geiieral ; but bis Lordship was writing 
from recollection of <locuincnt8 which we have before;.u8. We say $0^ thodgli 
upon the presumption that the minute inq'uiry which his Lordship alludes to as 
having been "entered into by the Sudder iXwanny Adawlut. for we Lower Pro- 
vinces 'within the lust four yeJirs, was tluii inquiry which was initiated for the 
purpose of enabling the court to icply to certain questiou^ addressed to theip on 
tlie subject by the Law Qoipnqnssion, and the result of vdifob, combined with the 
result of similar inquiries instituted by tbejCourts bif . Suddcr and Foujdarrie 
Adawlut at Madras and Bombay, formetl the basis of tbat^tocouimcndation of 
the Law Commission which induced the Honourable Coui^ijuf' Diroctom to issue 
the instruction now' under discussion. ■ ' , 

The uncertain state of the law, as collected from the answers of the judicial 
functionaries, is set forth in Note (B.) to the Penal Code. But, in consequence of 
the doubts expressed by the Right honourable tfie Governor-general as'* to the 
opinions of the functionaries of. the Lower Provinces, it will be right to cite 
more largely from those authoriti(?s. 

Mr. C. R. 11 . Martin, the officiating judge of the 24 Pergunqahs,, says : 

“ The authority of tlie master over tlie slave is quite absolute according to the 
Mahomedan law, and, prot (Action cannot legally be extended to the'^ter in casc 
of cruelty or hard usage ; but notwlthstaudiug tlie law of the pi'esent time is 
so much on thcj side of the irtaster, it i.s an acknowledged power of the courts to 
award penalties on the master if he do not teed and clothe Ins slaves w^l^ do 
not allow them to marry, and punish them without cause." 

Mr. J. K. Ewart, the offif’.iating magistrate ^ of the Southern Division of 
Cuttack, says : “ A master, whether Hindoo or Mussulman, is considered to 
have a right to his slave's labour, and to apply summarily such , moderate cor- 
rection as is ne.e(!ssary. If it is proved that a master has exceeded tnat limit, be 
is liable to punishment.*’ ' 

Mr. C. Harding, the commissioner of pircuit of the l 2 tb Diyls;ion, says: — 

“ Complaints between roaster and slave are of i^nch rare, occurrence, and the 
pi'actice of courts so different according lo circumstance^, that it is impossible 
to reply to this questfou satjbsfactoriiy." “If a masifer, without due provocation, 
seriously maltreated liis sjayc, he would probably be .fined and admonished. 
If he moderately chastislid him for impudence, (Rsobedience, or neglect of duty, 
he would be eoiisid^ed justified in so doing." 

Mr. W. Dumpier, the commissioner of the iQth Division, say's: “ A magis- 
trate is, I con-sidev, authorized todntejrfere in cases of cruelty ^r severe maltreat-- 
ment only ; but, as no law is laid down, tb^ pS*acti«^ of affoidihg the aasiii^nce 
varies much ; some officers entirely separating tbi© Slave itnd master^ yrailst 
others deem it sufficient to take security for the future gbod conduot of the 
master." -y’ 

Mr. R.Jl. Mytton, the magistrate of Sylhet, sdys: “ Thb criihtoal courts do 
not interfere between master and slave, .except- for ill-treatn|ent, or .any act 
which may militate against nature. In the former Case, moderate correction of 
a slave by his master would not be considered as a misden^anor.” 

These citatlon.s show tliat the judicial functionaries of tfic Lower Provinces 
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ate far from unanimous in denying tlie,righ.t of correction to the master, tiiongh No, 2 . 
it is true that about half those who have sgiven any opinion, say thej should INDIA, 
make ao difl^rence . between the treatment of a slayts and a freemanA 'I’?:,: 

The Coart of Nizamut however, which pr^ides over and reguktes 

the proce^lug^ of all tluase^nctioharies, had expressed a different opinion. Jn 
the letter written by the r^istrar of the court, in .^aiisWer td the inquiries of the 
Law Cbmmissi&n, it is said, “ A ma-ster would hot be punij^liM, the court opine, 
for inflicting ajstigbt correptioa, on his I^al slaved such a# a teacher would Iw 
justified in ipfijctlng on a.-ftoll^W, or n l^tifer on his child.” 

In4he Upper Proviu[C^/ as the JNizatnlit .A|^wlut, suintnihg up the o^iiflOus 
given by their suhordinates,. state, without Expression of disfSnt on their own 
part, that no diptinctiou iS <reeqi^j4^d between the slave and the fre^an in 
criiflinal matters, with soth©' fw^.#*!^pdons "it be said that the law is 

already in eonlbrmity with •^the , intentions of the Home Government ; still 
understanding the word law/tha^cOurse.rflflch the judicial functionaries say 
they would pursue. ' \ ' , V' 

With respecl to the presidencies of I^adras and Bqmbay, the Right honour- 
able the Goverabr-geneial icjxpx*esSes a’ wfeH;.for information. Upon this 

we beg W, rcuiair^k, that the lAw Coinmissioh, wli^ it thade the recommendation 
contained in No^ (B.) to the Penal Code, had Collected from those presidencies 
u body of information precisely' sihiilar to that which it had collected from 
Bengal. The result is shortly .‘*tated ;, jii that note, and need not .be here Note (A.) 

repented.. Of tfeitUer tliose presidencies can it be said that the laW is through- 
out every psu't of them already in confbx-mity with tliie intentions of the Home 
Government. Secondly* we have, been, speah^gf hitbCfto 6f the law as collected 
from the statpmenttf .^f the varxbUS , judicial fpnctibnax’ix^, Sb to the course they 
would pursue, nr wohl4 expect theif subordiiiafes' to pursue, under supposed cii'- 
cuinstaixces. BUt iJl'ttiust dJi.e rtmiern^q^ed tl*at 'a*law so.; collected, is one which 
the people have ixo litmus ahy reasonable approach m cexrtainty. 

This is in itself sutflcxentl^ endent j ,|bu)^aistrikxn^ T^lit iS thrown xtpon it.;% 
comparing the answer qif^t|m^.,Oj65c^atih^ “magfetx^tef 'oL Sq Cut^k, already 
cited, which, recqgnij^es the- tight with the 

answer of tie n^ghbouring fuhetiohary, Mr, Mills, the qfiiciating magistrate of 
Central Cuwack. The latter st|itesj tliat the practice which he finds has been 
adopted b^ every officer that has presided in his court, “Is, "to punish the 
master, man limit any slhve who prefers a complaint against him for cruelty, 
hard usdp^' or, has any other reason for wishing to leave him. It does uot 
signify,” ue’ says,., “ Vhether the xil-treatxncnt of the master or alleged cause of 
dissatisfaction op, the part of the slave, is substantiated or not. i&rci*y magis- 
trate has passed; an 'prder on all such cases to the following purport : ‘ Wo do 
not rlteognize slavery, you may go whei'o you please, and if your master lays 
violent liauds on .yqxi, he shaft be punished.’ ” And not only docs Mr. Mills 
state this as the uniform practice of ' his owu court, but he also thinks he may 
with safety assert, “ that the inagistmte^ of Bengal never recognize the masters 
to have a li^al right over their slaves with regard to their persons.” 

But it is further to be bbseryedj thafr not ortM'have the people 'no' means of 
knowing, witli any reasoixable Approach to coirom^, the law which would in 
general be adininxs£ei:ed to thorn, . but the scttif ces ‘or inforhxation on the subject 
which open tq th^^m woi^ld probably texid to them. Those sources " 

are the Mphnmedan4b>v, Hifidtt jaw^ t^e/R^guHtxons.^^ 

The substance of the Mahoimbdhfi. and ^ bn this subject may be 

shortly Stated thq woifds of the hxiSftees and puntRtinf ^ Sxidaer Dewanny 
Adawlut, of Calcutta. In thfe year ldOfif, that cbiwrt,f?^t:^ a vie^tb A^rtain 
whether any modification of; the Mahbmedah dr Hindu laws* of slavery t^pear 
requisite or expedient,**' v^^blvefi, that certara ^ue^ions should' be put to the hiuf- Slavery in indU 
texf ^nd puuditsldf the court . The tlixM of thd^ qu^tions wbs,^ What offences S03- 
the perdona of s|ayes, and, pait^ of femaib 'slavesj, committed by tfadr 

owners dr by others, ptuaishable, and In v^t ma.mer V* 

The answer of thd xhultbes was, “It is xihlawfntfof aittasitbr to puilish his male 
or female sfaW fm* di8rcs|^tful conduct, and siich Uke;offence8, further than by 
tadub (correction dr clxasti^ment),' as the powbx df psissing sentences by mzeer 
alxd kisas is solely Vested in the hakim.*' If„ therefiilre^ the master should exceed 
the limits of his po'iver of chastisement dbpve stilted, 'he iS liable to tazeer,” &c. 
a.qS. “ a a The 
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The answer of the pundits was, “ In cases of disobedience or fault committed 
by the slave, the master has power to beat his slave with a thin stick, .or to bind 
him w'ith'^ rope, and if he should consider the slave deserving of severe punish- 
ment, Jtc ma}'^ pull his liair, or expose liira upon an ass.” 

It may be observed, with regartl to Mahomedan law, that as they only are 
slaves by that law who are captured in an infidel territory in time^of war, or who 
are the descendants of such captives, the status of slavery contemplated by that law 
can hardly be said to have any existence in this country. But, on the other 
hand, those jiarts of the regulations of the Bengal Code, adopted afterwards into 
the Madras Code, which provide that a master who*has murdered his slave ‘shall 
not screen himself under the technical objection derived from the principle of 
kisas, or retaliation, are legislative recognitions not only of the criminal branch 
of Mahomedan law, but also of the existence of a status of slavery cajiable of in- 
tercepting tlie general principles belonging to that branch. 

At Madras, too, the Mahomedan law, as to the master’s right of punishing, 
received, so late as 1820 , the confirmation of a circular order of the Court of 
Foujdarry Adawlut, which has never been revoked, though it is said by the 
judges of that court, in their answer to the Law Commission, not to be recog- 
nized in practice. It is, howcvei% recognized, so late as 1823 , in a general report 
to the Ciovernor in Council by the Foujdarry Adawlut. 

With regard to Hindoo slavery, it may be said that the question under discus- 
sion is one belonging to the criminal branch of the law, and that the criminal 
branch of Hindoo law has been sujjerscded by the Mahomedan. But this, we 
apj)rehend, is not a strictly corroci view of the matter. We do not think this 
question belongs to the criminal branch of tin; existing law, but to tlie law of 
persons or of status. We think that when the Mahomedan conquerors introduced 
their own criminal law, and left to the Hindus their own law of persons or of 
status, that left to them that exception or defence against criminal charges which 
ari8(fs out of the Hindu status of slavery. This doctriuii may b(i illustrated by 
the more palpjiblo case of the cxcc'ption or defence arising out of tlm law of mar- 
riage. There can be no doubt, we think, that a Mahomedan judge would hold 
a Hindu exempt from piinishriient for restraint upon the ])ersou of a woman who 
was his wife by Hindu law, though he might have more than the four wive.s 
permitted by the Mahomedan law of marriage, and Imve been united to them iu 
a manner wliich that Jaw does not recognize. 

The magistrate of Agra, wliose answers evince much refl(H:tion and xrsearch, 
adverts to this view of the subject ; but lu' is of opinion that the Mahomedans did 
interfere, to a certain extent, w'ith the Hindu status of slavcu’y ; and he cites from 
the Aycen Akbaree, Vol, 1 , jxage 302 , the following passage, where Akbar, giving 
instructions for the guidance of the jtolice, says: “He must not allow private 
people to confine the person of any one, nor admit of pi'oplc being sold as slaves. 
He shall not allow a woman to be burnt contrary to her inclination.” But sup- 
posing Mr. Manj-ell to be right on the historical question, it still does not follow 
that the British (jov<Tnnu‘nt of India, in adopting the Mahomedan criminal law, 
adopted also the Mahome.<lan modifications of the Hindu law of status. Mr. 
Mansell says, with reference to this doctrine, “The criminal law as administered 
under Regulations VI. and VII. of 1803 , is undefined and anomalous to a degree 
which renders it necessary to the student to fall back upon first principles ; and 
the magistrate, among conflicting analogies, must select that wliicli is most 
consonant to natural justice.” We are far from thinking that this i.s any unrea- 
sonable stretch of judicial discretion in favour of personal liberty. But we are 
now euusideiiug the subjt'ct not with a view to the judicial decision of a particular 
case, but to that systematic legislation for which the Law Commission was created ; 
but Mr. .Mansell very properly confines his doctrine to such parts of British India 
ai: have been under Mahomedan sw'ay. With ivgard to the rernairider, into 
which Matiomedun law has Ixeen no otherwise introduced than by our Regulations, 
there can be no ground for thinking that the Hindu law of status been 
altered. 

It is to b<! noted also, that by the construction of the Sudder Dew’unny Adawlut 
of 1798 , confirmed by the Governor-general in Council on tlie 12tU«of April of 
that year, and fully recognized ir. the subsocpicnt resolution of the Honourable the 
Vice-president in Council, dated » September 1827 , the spirit of the rule con- 
tained 
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tainedin eection Ifi, Regulation IV. of 1793, for observiiig the MaliOmedan and 
Hindu laws in suits regarding succession, inheritance, marriage, and caste, and 
all religious usages and institutions, was determined to be applicable to cases of 
slavery. It is true that the rule and the construction have direct reference only 
to civil proceedings; but they must, we apprehend, operate indirectly in crimi- 
nal proceedings, by obliging the criminal courts to admit those exceptions or 
defences which arise out of the civil rights thus confirmed. ‘We may employ 
again the illustration of marriage above adilucoil. We cannot doubt that, under 
the rule, a criminal court would hold a Miudu justifi<‘d in e.xcrcisingsuch restraint 
towards his wdves as would 'amount to false imprisoameut if exercised towariLs 
other women. And if that be so, the same court ought certainly to deal in the 
saiyc way under the construction with the exception or defence arising out of 
slavery. 

The Regulations, the last-numtioned source of law accessihle to ^tho people, 
are silent on the point in question. 

Some of the judicial authoritie.s, indticd, and in particular those of the north- 
western provinces, consider tlic silence ol tlie Risgulatious as involving a negation 
of the power in question. 

The collective opinion of these authorities, is thus summed up liy the Sudder 
Dewaiiny Adawlut: — 

Although tlie Mahomedan law permits the master to correct his slave with 
moderation, the code hy which tlie magistrates and other criminal authorities 
are required to regulate their |.troc('edings, tioes not recognize any such 
power; and as the regulations of CJovcnuueut draw' no distinction between the 
slave and freeman in crkninal matters, but place iheiii on a level, it is the 
practice of tin; courts, following the jiriueiples of equal justice, to treat them 
Loth alike, affording rhem equal protee.tion arnl eijual v«;dress, whenever they 
come before them, and whether they stand iu tin; relation of master and slave 
to each other or not.” 

This inference from the silence of the Regulations wouhl be a just one, if tin; 

, Regulations professed to be a complete ctnle ; but this is not the case. They 

t irofess to be merely a supplement and corrective of Aiahonieduii an<l Hindu 
aws. Wo think, therefore, that it woulil he very imsufe to infer tJiat any 
provision of those two systems was repealed by the mere omission' to notice it in 
the Regulations. 

We think, therefore, we are justific'cl in saying that the soiireos of information 
which are open to the pe ople, would j)rol)aLly t.<uid to mislead them. And if 
this is the case, an express enactment or declaration hy the Legislaturi; seems 
highly de.sirablo. It would he very hard upon a mast(;r who had given his 
slave moderate correction in the supj)Osed ex<'reise of a higal right, to be brought 
into a court of justice as a eriuiinal, and subjected to punislnneut. 

How far the people are actually misled, it wouhl he diflieult to estimate. 
From some instances which have come to our knowletlgt;, it would seem that 
the pc«>ple feel it is not safe to trust to the three sources of law above men- 
tioned ; that they do conjecture as well as they can, frequently imleed over- 
shooting the mark, what course the criminal courts will adopt ; but whether 
the above-mentioned sources of information do really mislead the people, or 
whether they do not mislead, because they arc known to be unsafe guides, a 
law distinctly declaring that the legal right of inod<‘rate eorrcctiou dties or iloes 
not exist, is tlie remedy indicated by either state of tilings. 

The question which of tliesc tw'O iloctrines is it most expedient to promulgate 
as law, is not submitted to us by the present reference ; and smne of us do 
not feel prepared to express, at this stage t>f the iiujuiry into slavery, any opinion 
upon that point. ,, We therefore submit the draft, without further remark, of an 
Act for carrying into effect the views of the Honourable Court of Directors, 
founded upon the recommendation contained in Is’ote (B.) to the Penal Code. 

We have inserted, in an appendix, the evidence which we have taken since 
the general subject of slawry was submitted to us on the .‘ifh t^ovemher last. 
The evidence which has lieen heretofore collected on this subject has been 
principally that of European judicial functionaries, and describes* little more 
man what takes place in courts of justice. In the evidence now submitted 
will be found some information respecting the domestic condition of the slaves. 
23^* « 3 We 
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We have also placed in the appendix a cotnpflation from the original autho- 
rities relating to slavery, made oy our secretary, Mr. J. C. C. Satherland. 

We submit this our Report for the consideration of your Honour in Council. 

(signed) A. Avios 

C\ H. Cameron. 

F mUett, 

Indian Law Commission, 1). Eliott. 

1 February 1839. J. Yountjf. 

1 have sent up a separate Minute stating, my opinion res[»ccting the expe- 
diency of the proposed law. 

(signe^d) Cl H. Cameron. 


Legislative 
Department ; 
proposed Art af- 
fecting slaves. 


-Minute by the Governor-cieneuae, dated 6 May 183!>. 

Para. 1. The Honourable Court have, by their despatch of the 2«th September 
1838, explicitly desired that the Governor-geiieraJ of India in Conucil should 
lose no time in passing' an enactment to the efl’eet, “ That no act falling under 
the definition of an oflence should l>e exempted from punishment, because it is 
committed by a master against a slave.” 

2. At my suggestion the Law Commissioners were called upon to rejiort, 
whether the intention of the Home Gov<;rnment was not already carried into com- 
jihite cfi'ect by the jimetice of our criminal courts; the answer of tlie Commis- 
sioners was unfavourable to this viiiw of the case, aud the draft of an Act to the 
effect proiJosed has been accordingly submitted ; but doub(s, upon other grounds, 
have been thrown upon the policy of passing any such law; A'Jinutes on the sub- 
ject, of high authority, have been recorded ; and, in the end, the President in 
Council has requesti^d my opinion. 

3. It is observed by the Law Commission, that “ tin: law in some parts of 
British India is already in conformity with the intentions of the Home Govern- 
ment, in other parts it is not, and in other parts it is in such a state that no 
one can say, with certainty, whether it is or is not in conformity with those 
intentions.” 

4. In truth, the law in this respect partly depends upon the opinions of those 
by whom it is administered, and is liable in some degree to fluctuate with a 
change of functionaries. About half of the judicial lunctioiiaries of the Lower 
Provinces have given an opinion that they should make no ditference between 
the treatment of a slave and a freeman. In the Hpjxn' Provinces the Nizamiit 
Adawlut have affirmed, without dissent, that no distinction is recognized be- 
tween the slave aud the freeman in criminal mutters ; and in Aladras aud 
Bombay there is the same uncertainty, and the law cannot he said to be alto- 
gether in conformity with the intentions of tl:e Honourable Court. It is cited, 
as an instance of the uneertaiuty ami inconsistency of the law', that the right 
of moderate correction in the master is recognized by the magistrate in Southern 
Cuttack, whilst in Central Cuttack the judgment u[)on every com])laint by a 
slave, whether suh.stautiated or not, has bceti “ we do not recognize slavery, you 
may go where ytm jilease, and if your master lays violent hands upon you, we 
will punish him.” 

5. Even in Malabar, where the caste of Chennurs, or rustic slaves, liave 
been said fcj liv<; in the lowest stage of servility and degradation, it was stated, 
by the magistrate, as far hack as 18:j5, that “ slaves complaining against their 
masters for acts of violence, receive i;quul pi'otectioii with all other castes. 
They now r< adily resort to the inagi-strate’s cutcherry, where prorajit attention is 
given to tht:ir comjilaints, and the partita offending against them are imme- 
fliaiely punislu-d, without any reference to their rt'lutive situations.” 

1 am aw'are that an entirely similar doctrine lias not been held even in the 
neig'hboir. irig distnet of Oauara. But it is altogether clear, that the abuse of 
violent panistiment is not any wht:re legal. Even the authorities which allow 
any right of correction, do not place it higher than that wliich a parent has 
over a child, or a master over a scholar or apprentice ; and tlie Hindu law 
equalizes the rights w'hich a man has in this respect over ids wife, his son, his 
slave and his younger brother of whole «legree. 

(j. With all tliiis, however^ aiid witli whatever degree of equality aud 
* huinuniiy 
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humanity in practice,' the law, as it stands, is uncertain, and the remedy indi- No 2. 
cated by the Law Commissioners is an enactment, either declaring that the INDIA, 
legal right of moderate correction does or that it does not exist in the master ; 
and, as the question has not been submitted to them, the Connnissioners col- 
lectively decline to discuss which of those two doctrines it would be most 
expedient to promulgate ; and they accordingly, in obedience to the directions 
issued to them, submit the draft of an Act for consideration, by which the right 
of moderate correction is denied. 

7 . I do not approve of the law in the form proposed ; I think that it 
attehipts to define, and to festrict too closely ; and I should prefer the more 
general form of Act, as originally proposed by the former Law Commissionj^rs, in 
tbe^ir Note (IV) on the draft of Penal Code, and as approved by the Honourable 
Court in their despatch now before us. 

8. If the matter, however, were wholly left to my discretion, I should very 
much prefer not to legislate at all for the purpose of regulating the' conduct of 
masters towards their slaves. All such regulation implies a recognition of a 
state of slavery, towards the absolute extinction of whicii I am satisfied that, by 
the mere force of time, of civilization, and of the lenient and well-understood 
principles and pra<‘tice of British administration, great advances are in progress. 

If we, in this manner, formally recognise the state of slavery, we shall incur a 
great danger of <lirectly defeating our own intentions, and of becoming parties 
to tlie maintenance of that state, by being led into different measures for the 
regulation of the rights and obligations incident to it. In the case vuth which 
wc' have now' to deal, it would seem impossible not to uccomjiariy the enactnUint 
of such a law as is j)rQposed with provisions, giving to masters some easy legal 
means of obtaining the due services of their slaves. A sttmniary jurisdiction is 
already given to magistmtes in the Bengal presidency (by Reg. VII. 1810 ), for the 
enforcing th(' duties of the rclati<ni of masters and free servants and labourers ; 
and the masters of slaves might justly require tfiat some law, similar iii priii- 
ciple, should be passed for the fair protection of their rights. Measures of such 
a character wouhl, however, J mpprehend, be found highly iiieonvcnieiit and 
embarrassing. At jjresent, the hold of masters over their slaves is, generally, of 
the most loose description. Tlie leaning of our courts against the admission or 
support of a condition of bondage, is notorious, and of j»owerful effect. There 
is no course of legal jtroceeding against an ubscoiiding slave, exc«'pt by a r<’gular 
civil action, on the iuefficacy of w’hich the former Law Coinraissioners have 
justly and forcifdy ol»S('rved. The at.taclmient and continued labour of tlie slave 
IS secured only by habit, by fixed nafional usage aud o]>iuion, aud by the sure 
means of good and moderate, and even indulgent and favourable treatment. 

These circumstances furnish, to my" mind, arguments of exceeding strength 
against a legislation wdiicb must revive, and, in some maimer or otlier, confirm 
rights now rapidly losing all their force without any ostensible interference of the 
Government. 

y. I would not enter into a discussion ujion the degree to which, in the 
present condition of Indian society, all slavery is excluded from amongst the 
Mahomiidans by the strict letter of their own law, or upon the degree to which 
the Mahomedun law and usage have superseded the Hindoo law of slavery ; 
but it is, I think, from the causes above explained, sufficiently clear tluit the 
abhorrence to slavery qntertained by the English functionary, is gradually 
establishing an administration of the law under w^liich all slavery must fall. 

W<* may be certain that with the lapse of time that abhorrence will only 
increase and be diffused, and that any inconsistencies now existing in legal 
practice, must be befoi’c long removed by uniform interpretations in. favour of 
the slave. 

10. On the other hand, I admit the strong general arguments which may be 
ui^ed against any permission of laws of uncertain construction, and inconsistent 
administration; aud I do not at present see leason to anticif>ate, as far as 
regards this presidency, serious dissatisfaction or other inconvenience from the 
adoption of the proposed remedy ; and if, in the opinion of others, it were likely 
to he productive of good, and if the law were drawn and could be passed, with- 
out 'injustice to masters, simply in the more general form mentihued by the 
)lonourable Court, and so as not to bear the construction of at all sauctiuumg a 
state of slavery, I should be prepared, in deference to the Honourable Court, to 
give my assent to it. I must hesitate, however, upon doing so against th^ 

, 238. V 4 declared 
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Ng. 2. declared opinion of Mr. Amos, and with tlie expression before me of doubts 

INDIA, ^pon the subject by Mr. Bird, accompanied by the statement by Mr. Robertson 

that, in his opinion, the Jaw in question would be objectionable, and calculated, 
in indiscreet hands, to worlt immeasurable mischief. 

11. We have been directed by the court to lose no time in passing a Jaw to 
the effect propo.scd ; ljut surely this direction, is in its very terms, compatible 
with a due discretion ; and before the law could be passed, thihk that we arc 
justified in asii.ing for tlie ojiinion of the Law Commission on its expediency, and 
bound in common prudence to consult the governments of Madras and Bombay 
upon the effects wliicli it may have within those presidencies. I propose, aceord- 

course be now, in the first instance, taken ; and in the mean- 
time I shall forward copies of all the Minutt's by the steam mail under dispatch, 
for the further observations of the Honourable Court. 

1 2. 1 Jiave said tliat tlie inclination of my own mind is against legislation on 
the suiyect of slavery ; for reformation is working its own way, and a direct inter- 
ference may frustrate our own objects, while it may in some places, and from the 

have used this term, not only in deference to the Hl'HCHce of any Very definite meaning in India 
distinction which has been drawn by Mr. Cameron, between to the term “ slave*, excite alarm and COUn- 
slavery in the Hast and slavery in the West Indies, hut tcraction ; and yet there IS one cluSS of abuse, 
because (ns I understood), such terms as Tuloce, Gholain, .^g connected with this subject, to which the 

word slave, though they may he often rather applicable to a attention of the Government and of the I.aw 
state of honourable and coveted dependence, than to one of Commission may very properly, in my opi- 
bondage nion, be directed. 


3 3. The subservience of a dancing girl to her keeper is, perhaps, not greater 
in India than that of tlie young prostitute to the panders of Paris and of London ; 
and no magistrate, in these days, would eonstrue it to he slavery, or in any >vay 
sanction the right of control whitdi is assumed. Yet the power over these, girls 
is sicquired by iiurclmse ; and, from correspondence with Major Sleenian, and 
others, I am led to believe that the traffic in children, for the supply of the 
zenanua uiul the brothel, is a source of c.xtensive crime, upon the temptation to 
W'hich gangs even of systematic murderers, as sfjipcars by the published Report 
upon the Megpunna Thugs, have been founded. All crime, indeed, by which 
the possession of the child is obtained, is already punishable by law ; but it is 
not easily detectt;d, and it seems probabh', that far too much of facility exists in 
tJic traffic wliich follows upon the jirofcssion. 

3 4. I should bo very glad if the Law Commission, or if the secretary of 
Goveniinent at Calcutta, in the Legislative Department, were called upon for a 
note on the state of the law and practice on this subject. I am told that it was 
brought under discussion before the Government a few years ago, soon after a 
great inundation in Cuttack, when, from the inability of parents to support their 
families, the extensive sale of children had attracted general notice. The pur- 
chase of ehildreu at that time was very generally an act of charity, and was 
considered to he legal and commendable; but the legality of such a traffic, in 
ordinary times, must; in my opinion, lead to evils more than counterbalancing 
its occasional good. 

Simla, 6 May 1830. (signed) Auckland^ 

(True copy.) 

(signed) T. H. Maddock, 

Officiating iSecrctary to the Government of India 
with the Governor-general. 


(No. 3js3.) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of Indian Fort 
WiUimn, w T. H. Maddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
India with the Governor-general, dated 8 April 1830. • 

Sir, • 

; tpgidaiive Depart- I AM dircv.ted by the Honourable the President in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of Mr. I’orren’s letter of the l«th of.December last, enclosing a deapatek 
from the Honourable Court, dated the 26th September 1838 (Legislative Depart- 
• ment, 
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ment, No. 15), and to 
the Right honourable 
the papers noted-' on th 

2 . On the receipt of Mr. Torren’s letter, the Law Com- dated 4 i-^b. 1839 , with lu Enclosure. 

missidnefs were requested to report whether the law, as now daJ 5 '?FJr\ 8 j 9 ,irthiteTnX 8 u^^^ 

actually in force over every part of Bntisli India, is or is not Minute by the Hon. Mr. Amos, of 

such as to make the passing of a law of the nature directed by i*t» Mr. Uohertson, of 3d Apr. 1839. 

the Honourable Court requisite, in order that the intention of the ^ *^**^*^' *** 

Home Government may be carried into complete tiffect. To this ©raft of Act, dated 8 April 1839. 

question the Law Comjnissioners answered in the affirmative ; 

and, as directed to do in case they should so answer, they submitted the draft 

of an Act of tlie nature directed by the Honourable Court. In doing so, they 

observed, that “ an express enactment or declaration of the Legislature seems 

highly desirable” to determine the existence or non-existence in a master of the 

right of moderately chastising his slave for a fault. But, observing that the 

question of which determination is the more expedient, had not been submitted 

to them, and that some of them did not feel prepared to express, at this stage 

of the inquiry into slavery, any opinion upon that point, they contented tliem- 

selves (with the exception of Mr. Cameron, who sent up a separate Minute upon 

this point) with giving a simple reply to the legal question put to them, and 

the grounds of tlieir opinion thereon. 

3. On taking the draft, thus submitted, into consideration, it was deter- 
mined to add a few words, for the purpose of making its whole intent more 
apparent, as explained in Mr. Amos’s Minute of the 1 st April 1839, with which 
addition it is proposed to re^id it for the first time, if it be determined imme- 
diatiily to pass any Act to the effect of this draft Act. 

4. But the question, whether any such law should now be promulgated, or 
whether nothing should be done in the matter of slavery in India before an 
answer may be received to a reference to be made to the Honotirable Court 
upon the subject, ha^ been the subject of anxious deliberation with the President 
in Council. On this point I am directed to tetpiest that the Right honourable 
the (jovernor-general may be referred to tlio Minutes recorded by Mr. Amos, 

Mr. Robertson, and Mr. Bird, dated respectively the Ist, the 3d, and the 6 th 
of April. 

5. Upon this question the President in Council begs to be fiivoured with the 
opinion oPthe Governor-general. 

6 . I am directed to suggest, for the consideration of his liordship, that per- 
haps it may be practicable for his Lordship to report to the Honourable Court, iu 
time for the next overland mail from Bombay, the result of this refeernce to 
him. The Report of the. Law Commissioners, dated the 1 st February la^, with 
its accompuniments, including au appendix of evidence takiui. by them on the 
subject of slavery iu India, has already been submitted to the Honoiirabh; Court, 
by the overlarid mail of February, with a despatch from the President in 
('-ouucil, dated the 11 th of February last, a copy of which wits forwarded to you, 
with my letter of the same date. The Minutes above referred to, the annexed 
draft, this letter, and his Lordship’s reply, will remain to be submitted to tho' 

Honourable Court. 

7. Amongst the papers sent herewith, is the copy of the Report of the Indian 
Law Commissioners required by your letter of the 7th ultimo. 

' I have, &c. 

Fort William, (signed) J. P. Grant, 

18 April 1830, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

.(True copy.) 

(signed) T. H, Maddock, 

* Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

\rith the Govemw-general. • 
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forward to you, for the information of r’ 

the Governor-general of India, copier of IStT ' 

lC md.rgin* Minute by the Hon. A. Amos, Lsq. 
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MimJTE .by th^ Honourable A. Anio$, 4{tted i ,4prifl 1830. 

OuilieSlav«ry Act. The first question which I propose to consider, is the Icgid ejffect of the Slavery 

Act, 

r 

It seems to be clear, that by the existing law of tlu? country, moderate correc- 
tion of a slave by his master is permitted, and that immoderate correction is not 
permitted, and that the boundary between the two kinds of correction is pot, and 
perhaps cannot, be very distinctly defined. TJie eiect of the proposed lav"is to 
abolish the right of moderately correcting a slave. If a cltaige of an assault, 
not amounting even to touching the person, still more, if a charge of beating, 
however slight, be preferred by a slave against his master, the master will not 
in future be permitted to justify himself by a plea of moderate correction, how- 
ever gross the misconduct, however wilful the disobedience, however reckless the 
negligence of his slave may have been. 

Our directions are, “ that no act falling under the definitimi of an offence 
shall be exempted from punishment, because it is committed by a master against 
a slave.” Now, it is to Ijc observed, that several “ acts falling under the defini- 
tion of oflences,” as assaults and batteries, are exetupted from punishment, 
becau.se they arc committed by a master against his servant ; though the law in 
this respect would tippear to bo different in different presidencies ; and, singular 
as it may seem, it is doubtful in English criminal law. Servants are under con- 
tract, the pei-fornjanee of which several ot the Regulations, and e3i)ecially tlio 
bye-laws of Calcutta, will compel by severe punishment. The jjropoaad Act 
leaves the master of the slave without meaus, either by his own per.soual correc- 
tion, or through the intervention of a magistrate, of compelling the service of 
his shive. 

It may perhajjs be said, that the Act may boar another construction, v\%. that 
a master shall not be allowed to justify an assault mcrtdy by proving that tlte 
|)erson assaulted is his slave ; but that he ihust go oit further, and jtrovothat tlio 
slave has been guilty of misconduct, disobedience, or ncg’ligeruee that a njaster 
shall not he allowed to justify an assault on his slave unless he shows that tlm 
assault, under the circumstsinces, does not fall under the deffnitiou of an offence. 
Ill answer, it is to be observed, that if the Act only ('fleets tliis, it effects nothing 
wliich is not already the established and universally known law of the country. 

I do not find a single ojunion any wlierc advanced,' that by any law preva- 
lent ill India, a master has a right to give (“ven moderate corr«Jction to his slave 
unless his slave has biicn guilty of some fault, 

1 think it. would not be expedient, as it has been suggested, to add a proviso 
to the Act^ that the slave may he punislicd under the same circumstances and in 
the same mamier as a m(’,niui servant, for this would materially modify what 1 
think, is, the obvious construction of our directions, and it might sullgect the 
slave to the regulations respecting .servants, or at least would lead us into a 
dtfclarution of the power of masters over servants, for wliicli we are not quite 
prepared. 

It has been thought by Mr. Cameron, that the Act would operate as a docla- 
ration against tlie assumed right of a master to prostitute his female slaves. I 
hav(> added some words to the draft of the Cominissioners, in order to make this 
intent more apjiarimt; but 1 think, that without making Uk; alleged practice a 
substantive offence, the Act cun reach it only in a very indirect and ineffectual 
manner ; I .«eurccly tliink that it would be (>xpedient to go so far beyond our 
directions as to legislate dii'ectly ami expressly with reference to this infamous 
practice. 

2d. Having considered the legal effect of tJte Act, I propose next to consider 
its practical operation. 

I believe, as far as an opinion can be formed upon the present stafe of our 
information, it will have no practical operation of any importance in ameliorat- 
ing the condition of slav'ery. Already both law and practice are opposed to im- 
moderate correction by a master of his slaye, and I conceive that the practice of 
the magistrates and the courts would decide doubtful cases in favour of the 
‘ slave. As to cases of moderate correction for misconduct, disobedience, or 

negligence 
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negligence, I think that there ia a variety of: grounds for believing that tbe;^ will t A. 

rarely be brought before a, magistrate, except perhaps from malieioos motives ; 1 

if so brought, there will be great difficulty in establishing tliem ; if established, or> it!^ Slavary Act. 
the Hrtigistrate would seldom be justified, especially in cases of gross misbeha- 
viour on tlie part of the slave, iu infilioting a puuisnment on the master which 
would have any other effect tlian bringing the law into contempt. 

3(h Lastly, with reference to the question of tlie expediency of the proposed 
Act, 

There is that conflict between law and the practice of magistrates, and that 
discrfepancy in the practice ftself, as^to make it somewliat doubtful whether in 
any, .and what cases, moderate correction may be exercised' by a master over his 
slavp without danger of legal punishment ; and, in a perfect code, such a point 
as this ought not to be left in doubt. 

Still, if the removal of such doubts will not be attended with any practical 
consequences of importance for the amelioration of slavery, it appears to me 
inexpedient to pass sucji an Act as an isolated measure at any time, and espe- 
cially under the existing circumstances of India. The objections against an 
isolated measui-e of this character at all times, and especially at the present 
moment, might e.vcn be set up against some small degree, at least, of practical 
benefit arising to 'slavt« iii India. ; differing as their condition does in essential 
particulars from those forms of slavery which have b^n princifially tlje subject 
of attention and reprobation in England. 

N<‘itlK‘r, I think, ought w'c to lose sight of the consideration, whether in 
taking away (by a side wind as itwert', and through the medium of the criminal 
law,) from the master the only legal means in his power of compelling his slave 
to work, wo otiglit not, in jus?tiee, fe> grant him compensation. 1 cannot helji 
dissenting from my' friend Mr. Cameron’s opinion (for it is by no means that of 
the Commi.ssioii), that any work wliich the slave might possibly perform, but 
which lie would not perform unless he were com[>elled by moderate correc- 
tion, is totally valueh.'ss ; and that the power of moderate correction will not 
ha\'e the .slightest effect in increasing the diligence, obedience, or respect of tlie 
slave. ; although the benefits which the slave may look forward to, in the event 
of age, sickness, or famine, as the implied, though not the Icgsd condition of 
his service, may protect such opinion from any ^’mputation of being a para- 
dox. Rut although stich an opinion may be well founded, is a different 
view of the subject so urlreasouable as that we ihust not expect lhat it will be 
gencnilly entertained by the masters of slaves, and will create in the country a 
general opiiqon against the justice of our proceedings? It may be observed, 
moreover, that if coercion will not produce valuable labour, coercion will not be 
generally practised, and that therefore there is Iciss occasion for a new law. 

But what appears to me the stronge.st reason against passing,, the Act at 
the present nionient i.s, that the investig-ations which have already taken place 
before th<3 Law Commission show what a very imperfect kuowletlge of tlie 
subject of slavery in India was in tlio possession of those individuals who were 
the authors of the recommendation which we are now directed to transfer into 
an Act, Our knowledge on the subject is still very imperfect, especially' as 
regards the jirosideney of .Madras ; upon the imixulant considerations of wliat.- 
will bo tlu' precise and the whole practical operation of the Act, and winit feel- 
ings it will occasion among the native community, I do not think that wo 
have the materials before us necessary for' forming the most correct judgment. 

4tb. It will be for others more conversant with official fornus and usage to 
say whether the Court of Director have intended on the present occasion to 
leave any discrt'tion in our hands; at all events, the directions wliich we have 
rwjcived indicate a very strong opinion upon tlie subject with the home autlio- 
rititis. It therefore will probably not be thought advisable to delay the execution 
of the directions we have received, unless tlie Governor-gcueral ami inemht?rs 
of Council, and perhaps also tlie goveniments of Mad«pS'.and Bombay, are 
unaniiqously of opinion that the publication of the Act ou^bf to be postponed. 

(signed) , Amos. 


Calcutta, 1 April 1839. 
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—■■ ■ MurtnrE by the Honourable T, C. Roberisont dated 3 April 1839. 

Oa tbeSIavery.Act. 


But for the peremptory tone of the order conveyed to us by the Honoifrablo 
Court’s letter of the 26th September last, I should have no hesitation in recording 
my concurrence in what Mr. Amos has stated .with so much clearoess and force 
against the immediate passing of the proposed Act. Looking, however, to tlmt 
letter, I fear that no discretion is allowed us, and that the Act, objectionable as 
I regard it in many respects, and calculated in indiscreet hands to work incal- 
culable mi.schief, must be promulgated. • * 


3 April 1830. 


(signed) T. C. Robe7'taon. 


Minute by the Honourable TF. W. Bird, dated 5 April 1839. 

The orders of tlie Court , merely are, that we should lose no time in passing an 
enactment, to the effect stated in Note (B.), which is appended by the Law Com- 
missioner." to the Penal Code, namely, “ that no act fulling under tlic definition 
of an offence should be exempted from punishment because it is committed by a 
master against his slave.” But it appears that the Draft Act submitted for this 
purjiose by the Law Commissioners with their Report of the 1st of February last, 
goes much further, and will have the effect of depriving the master, with respect 
to his slave, of tliat power of mmieratc correction which he can legally inflict, 
with sufficient cause, on all the rest of his family. 

This I do not think could have been intended, and is manifestly objectionable, 
inasmuch as it niises the condition of the slave above that of others who are not 
slaves, in the same domicile ; renders him entirely indtf])endent of his master, by 
whom he is fed and clothed, and assures him of impunity however gross his 
negligence, wilful his disobedience, or inexcusabh* his misconduct. 

Such a law we are not required by the Court’s instructions to pass ; a law^ 
which is declared by Mr. Robertson to be calculated in injudicious bauds to 
work incalculable mischief. If an Act, such as I conclude the Court ooutein- 
plated, cannot be frametl without releasing the slave from that control necessary 
for the preservation of good order and sobriety of conduct, it would he advisable, 
I think, to abstain from legislation at piujsent, and refer the question for the 
further consideration of the home authorities. 

6 April 1889. (signed) JV. W. Bird. 


Fort William, Legislative Department, 8 April 1839. 

Draft of Act submitted by the Law Commission, with certain Amendments 

made by the Council of India. 

It is hereby Declared and Enacted, That whoever assaults, imprisons, or inflicts 
any bodily injury upon any person, being a slave, either byway of punishment 
or of compulsion, or in the prosecution of any purpose, or for any other cause, or 
under any other pretext whatsoever, under circumstances which would not have 
justifieJ such assaulting, imprisoning, or inflicting bodily injury upon such per- 
son if siicJi })cj son had not been a slave, is liable to be punisiictl by all courts of 
criminal judicature within tlie territories subject to tlic government of tlm East 
India Company, as lie would he liable to be punished by such courts^f such 
person had not been a slave. 

(signed) JT. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 
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ExTiiACT Lechslativk CoNSTTi.lrATiolirs, 2’? May 1839. 
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From J. P. Qranty Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. No. 4. 

(No. 222.) (No. 341.) 

To the Indian Law Commissioners. To the Chief Seeretary to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George (No. .342.), 
and Secretary to the Government of 
• Pmnhay. 


Dated 27 May 183J>. 

(Legislative Department.) (Legislative Department.) 

Gentlemen, Sir, 

Wjth reference to yonr Report on In eonscMpieiieo of t)»e receipt of a 
the jmwent state of the criminal law despatch from the Hononmhlc the Court 
in India, relaiing to slaves, tlie -ho- of Directors, on the subject of Slavery 
noursihle the President in Council re- in India, the honourable tlie President 
quests that you will collectively favour in Council has had under his considera- 
hini with your opinions on the follow- tiori a proi)osed law (a copy of which 
ing points: — accompanies this letter), declaring and 

Ist. VV'hether or not it is expo- enacting that any assault committed, 
diont now to pass any law to the efi'cct or personal injury inflicteil, on a slave, 
of that directed by the Honourable shall be punishable in the same inau- 
(^ourt of Dir<*ct.ors in their despatch ner as if such assault had b<!en coin- 
of the 2(>th SepteTid>er 1838, JNo. 15, luitted or pcsrsonal injury inflicted on 
wh(‘reof an extract accompanied my a free person. 

letter to your uddi'css of the 7th Janu- ' 2d. The Indian Law Commissioners 
ary last I were, in the first instance. <lesired to 

2d. The, &c. report whether the law, in its 2 )resent 

state, did not provijlc all that was in- 
tended hy the Court of Dirwtors, who, in their de«patch, desired 
the Governnu'Tit of India to ])ass an Act, to the efi'ect of a jirov'i- 
sion suggested in Note (B.) of the Penal Code, viz. “ whatever is 
an offence when coniniittcd against a freemau, shall also he an 
offence when coiuniilted agaiyst a slave.’' In auswt'r to the ques- 
tion put to them, the. Law Commissioners haw*, reported that tlui 
law, in its present stale, does not provide for every thing m hi«-h 
the terms cited frtun the Penal Co<le would include. The grou)i<ls 
of their ojiinion will be seen from tlu^ accoinjianying coj»y of tiu'ir 
H(q)ort, datcid the 1st February hist. It would appear that tlu; 
Commissioners considered that the present criminal law of the 
country made, one dificrcticc between slaves and freemen, but no 
other, viz. that a master might Ix^ justified in inflicting moderate 
correction on a slave for certain faults. 

3d, The Right honourable the Governor in Council is ro- 
(jucsted to favour the Government of India with his opinion on 
the following points. 

4th. First : Whether or not it is cxjicdient now to pass any 
sjiecial law to the above eflect ? 

6th, Tlie President in Council remarks on this point, that, as 
will appear from the perusal of Note (B.) of the Penal Code, 
inuch variance in the piiictice of magisstrates -.xists as to recog- 
nizing the right of nioilerate correction by a master of his slaic. 
It is desirabte that doubts upon this subject should bq removed, 
if it can be done without the hazani of creating greatiyr ineonve- 
niences. Upon the expediency of formally abuiislting the ]iowcr 
of a master to correct his slave in any case, it may he desinihle to 
consider whether it would be regarded with justice, or in fact, by 
any considerable portion of the community, as an infringement of 
^ 38 * 11 3 rights 
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rights and a deterioration of property through the medium of tlie 
criminal' law. It is also to be considered* as the regulations for 
the punishment of servants do not appear to be applicable to 
slaves, whether, r^ardiug such benefits as ftie slave may desrive 
from his situation, it is proper that he should be placed in a much 
more independent condition tliap a servant, and be ^exempted from 
punishment of every kind, from whatever axithority, and on what* 
ever occasion. 

6th^ It may deserve- inquiry whether an objection applu^s to ijpy 
special law regulating tlm conduct of^masters towards their slaves, 
(especially if it be thong^it proper that tho law should contain pro- 
visions for enforcing, by a magistrate, tJie obedience of .slavey in 
like manner as servants), as implying a recognition of a state of 
slavery, towards the absolute extinction of which, by the mere force 
of time, of civilization, and of the lenient and well-understood 
principles and practice of British administration, great advances 
are in progress. It has been observed, that if government in this 
manner formally recognize the state of slavery, it will incur a 
great danger of directly defeating its own intentions, and of be- 
coming parties to the maintenance of that state, by being led into 
'different measures for the regulation of the rights and otdigations 
incident to it. It appears to be very important to compare, on the 
one hand, the inconvaniauces to which it. may he thought the law 
will give rise, not merely such as may nccCtearily result from it, 
but also such as it may be likely to produce if administered indis- 
creetly, or if made a plausible ground for, discontent and excite- 
ment, and, on the other, the practical benefits which the law may 
be expected to confer. As to this, it is to be observed that the real 
operation of the law is much more limited than wouhl, at first 
sight, ^pear from the terms of the provision suggested in Note (B.) 
of the Penal Code, which provision, it mutt be recollected, was in- 
tended by tlie Law Commissioners to 'l>e applied to the whole cj-i- 
minal law, and not merely to supply a particular defect in the 
existing law ; it was made to prohibit immoderate as well as mode- 
rate coirection, the former of which is already provided against by 
the existing law. It may deserve consideration whether the ope- 
ration of the law in simply ju'ohibiting moderate correction, will 
not, in fact, be still more limited by the general practice of magis- 
trates upon complaints of the nature in question, wliich is, at pre- 
sent, to lean in ravoux of the slave. And regarding the effects of 
usage, the distance df tribunals, the difficulty of establishing a 
charge of moderate correction, the trifling nature of the punish- 
ment which could with justice be inflicted on a master for mode- 
rately correcting his slave (it being understood that accordingly 
to the existing law, the master would be punishable if he corrcicted 
his slave immoderately, or even moderately, except for negligence, 
disobedience, or disrespect), it may be proper to inquire whether 
the Act would be likely to have any primtical effect of a general or 
extensive nature. 

7th. Without entering into a discussion upon the degree to which , 
in the present condition of Indian society, all slavery is excluded 
from amongst the Mahomedans, by tho strict letter of their own 
law, or upon the degree to which the Muhoinedan law and usage 
have superseded the Hindoo law of slavery, it must be sufficiently 
clear tliat the abhorrence of slavery entertained by the English 
functionary is gradually establishing an adruinistration of the" law 
under which all slavery must fall. It may be certain that, with 
tUf! lapse of time, that abhorrence will only increase and be dif- 
fused, and that any inconsistencies now existing in legal practice 
must be before long removed by uniform interpretations iii favour 
of the slave. 

8th. Second: Whether, supposing a law of the nature proposdfl 
be determined on, it could, with justice, bo passed without com- 
pensation to the owners of slaves ; and generally speaking, what 

eonipensatiou 
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compensation would be equivalent to the practical change which 
such a law would effect in the value of a slave? Also, whether it 
would be indispensable, that if the pqwer of moderate correction 
bo taken away, some provisions tor enforeing obedience, in the 
nature of the regulations or bye-law for enforcing the obedience 
of servants, should jbe enacted? 

* »tli. Third : Supposing a law of the nature proposed to be passed, 
whether it would be expedient to pass it somewhat in the form of 
the appended ©raft Act (A.), which lias been sh'ghtly altered from 
the draft prepared by the Law Cononissioners^ or in a more general 
form, as in theappemlod ©raft Act(B,), which follows more nearly 
the wOTds of the Honourable Court's despatch ? It has been ob- 
jected to the Draft (A.) that it attempts to define and to restrict too 
closely^ On the other hand, as will be seen from the Report of 
the Law Commissioners, the only legal efieet of the law would be 
to take away the right of moderate chastisement for misconduct, 
such as may be exercised by a parent oyer his child, or a master 
over his apprentice. It may therefore deserve consideration 
whetlier the Act, in the more general form, would import a great 
deal more than its real , operation ; and though its terms might be 
very proper in a code which embraced the wljole criminal law, they 
would be inappropriate in au Act which contained only a very 
partial modification of the existing law. It might be observed, 
that the use of such general terms would have the efieet of repre- 
senting tlie existing law as much more defective than it really is, 
and of introducing much greater changes in the uss^es and rights 
of tlie nativc’ community, than is either intended or effected. 

1 have, &c. I have, &c, 

(signed) J. P. GranU (signed) J. P. Grant, 

Offfe Secy, &c. GfiT* Secy to <3ov‘ of India. 


©KAFT Act (A.) 

It is hereby Declared and Enacted, That whoever assaults, imprisons, or inflicts 
any bodily injury upon any person being a slave, either by way of punishment, 
or of compulsion, or in the prosecution of any purpose, or of any other cause, 
or under any other pretext whatsoever, under circumstances which would not 
have justified such assaulting, imprisoning, or inflicting bodily injury upon 
such person, if such person had not been a slave, is liable to be pimislied by all 
courts of crimiual judicature within the territories subject to the governrnent 
of the East India Company, as lie would be liable to be punislied by such 
courts if such person had not been a slave. 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secy to Government of India. 


©HAFT Act (B.) 

It isjiereby Declared and Enacted, That no act which would be an offence if 
done against a free perspif, shall be exempted from punishment b^ause it is 
done against a slave. 


(signed) 7. P. Grant, 

Offieiating SeeJ to Government of India. 
23S. H 4 
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-jG CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRi^DE, 

(No. 359.) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Orfficiatinj? Secretary to tlio Government of India, to 
T. JL Maddoch, Esq. Oflficiating Secrotaiy to the Government of Ittdia with 
the Goveruor-geneniJ, dated 27 May 1839. 


Sir, 

Legislative. WiTH reference to your letter, dated the 6th instant, I am directed by the 

honourable the President in Council to forward to you, for the information ^of 
To the chief secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, tht^ Right honOtirable the Governor-goilcral, 
secretary to the Govenimont of llombay, and Indian Law Com- copies of tJie letters addressed on the suliject 
mission, doted 27 May 1838. gi^yery in India, as noted in the mat^in. 

To the Inaian Law Commission under the same date. 

1 have, &c. ^ 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secy to, Government of India. 

Fort William, 27 May 1839. 


No. 11. 


Judicial Dop. 

17 July 1839 
No. 130. 


Extract Legislative Co>’sxaTATiONS, 2 September 1839. 

(No. 627.) 

From II. Citamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fori St. George^ 
to .7. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to tlie Government of India, dated 
30 .Inly 1839. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 27th May last. No. 341, 1 am directed by 
the Right lionourable tbo Governor in Council to transmit for the information 
of the honourable tlie President in Council the accompanying copy of a letter 
from tlic acting register of the Smlder Adawlut, submitting the sentiments of 
that court oil tlic several points referred to in j'our letter under reply, on the 
subject of slavery in India, and to intimate that his Lordship in.Council entirely 
concurs in the opinions expressed by the judges, and considers it will be pre- 
ferable not to legislate at all in respect to slavery until tlie whole question in all 
its beariugs has been fully considered. 

I have, &c.' 

(signed) II. Chamier, 

Fort St. George, 30 July 1830. Chief Secretary. 


(No. 130.) 

No. 12. Fn)m 'J\ II. David!^on,'EsK[. Acting Registrar, Sadder Adawlut, Fort St. George, 
^otlosure. Chief Secretary to Government, dated 17 July 1839. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed by the judges of the Sadder Adawlut to acknowledge the I’ecoipt 
of tlio extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 2d .Tuly 1830, 
No. 539, foj-warding copies of a letter, dated 27 May last, from the officiating 
secretary to the Government of India, and of the papers wliiclj accompanied that 
conninmication, on the subject of slavery in India, with reference especially to a 
despatch from tiie. Honourable the Court of Directors, desiring the Government 
of India to puss an Act, to the effect of a provision suggestcid in Note (B.) of the 
Penal C'ode., aiid requiring theOo,urt of Sudder Adawlut to submit their sentimeuts 
on the scAi ral points tijcreiu referred to. 

2. Till' fii'st question on which the sentiments of this court are required by 
Govcrniui'ut vi “ Whether or not it is expedient now to pass any special law to 
the effect of that of which a copy is annexed, ‘ declaring and exacting that any 
assault committed or jatmuial injury inflicted on a slave shall bo punishable in 
the same ivunner as if such assault had been committed or personal injury in- 
llictcfl on ii free person ?’ ” 

3. With reference to the observation in, paragraph 5, of the letter from the 
officiating secretary lo the Government of India, dated 27th May 1839, that 
much variance “ in the practice of magistrates exists as to the recognizing the 

right 
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right of moderate correction by a master of his slave,” the judges of the Sud- No. 2! 
der Adawlut remark, that the circular order of the Foujdaree Adawlutof the 27th INDIA. 
November 1820, has laid down a uniform cimrse of g^oceduvo in this respect, 
and that inasmuch as no specific penalty is prescribed in the Regulations for 
assaults exceeding the jurisdiction of th(i magistrate, under sect, .‘12, Regulation 
IX. of 1816, the criminal judge is required, under the provisions of sect. 7, Regula- 
tion X. ofl8l6*as illustrated by the Circular Order of 28th Januaiy 3 828, to be 
guided in such cases by the Mahoraedan law, which does not make a master 
liable to punishment for correcting his slave, in a lawful manner, for an offence 
iucurriim discretionarj’^ [uinishiueut under that law. 

4. “ Regulations for the punishment of servants,” for breach of <luty, “ or tlc- 
parturefrom proper demeanor,” have been enactcid in section 18, Regulation XI. 
of 18*27, in the Code of Bombay, but there ai’c no such provisions in force under 
this presidency, where, therefore, the comparison between the condition of a .ser- 
vant and that of a slave exempted from correction by iiis master, cannot be 
made. 

5. In the Note (B.)to the Penal Code it appeal’s to be argued that the masters 
of slaves, in tht;se territories, exact service by tlic use of violence, and that the 
sense of reeijirocal benefit is not brought into operation under the system oi 
slavery tliere prevailing. 

6. Jhit. the information contained in the ofiicial reports on this subject doe.s 
not ajqantr to warrant this conclusion. It is certain that the ill treatment of 
slaves by their masters is not general, if indeed it exists at all to any great de- 
gree ; and as a motive, in the nature of that adverted to by the l.aw (.Commis- 
sion as not (existing, it is observable that the slave is fed, housed, ami clothed 
by his master. The enactment of a penal code abrogating all reference to the 
Mabomeihm law will set aside the rule above-mentioned ; and under the general 
provisions for the puni.shinent of assaidts, the masters of slaves will, by the ojiera- 
tion of that “ abhorrence of slavery” noticed in the letter from the oflieiating 
secretary to the Govenuuent of India, be dc-prived of any power which they may 
now exercise, of enforcing obcdicnc<( by personal correction. 

7. Some interval nnust elapse before the promulgation of a penal code ; the 
subordinate funetionaries whose opinions have been requin'd upon that framed 
by the Law Commission, have not yet all sent in their opinions, and the judges 
of this c’ourt have yet to commence tlie “ laborious revision” of this code im- 
pose«l iqion them, a.s well us to dige.st the o]uniuns laid before them. The occu- 
[)ation of tlieii- time and attention by their proper judicial diitie.s leave-s little 
leisiii’e f«»r this arduous iiiidovtaking. 

8. But it does not ap])ear lo the Court of Sudder Adawlut that in the meantime 
any special enactment on tlie subj('ct is re(juired. The observations in the letter 
umler consideration show that there Jire grave reasons for fjuestioning the. cxpt?di- 
cney of any spticial legislation on the point in question; and that any practical good, 
comineiisiuatc. with the danger of evil, would result from enacting tin; proposed 
law, cannot, In the opinion of the judges of the Sudder Adawlut, be. expected. 

9. VVitli reference to tlie .second tpu.'stiou in jiaragra()h 8, it appears to the 
judge.s that no satisfactory conclusion as to the claim for coraj)ensalion could be 
formed, or estimate as to the quantum of compensation be made;, without local 
inquiries, into wliich it would not be proper for this court to cuter witliout the 
special authority of the (ioveriinient, 

10. The pmvisions in the Bombay C.'ode for tJie punishment of servjints ’.vould 
be nugatory in the case of slaves, from whom a hue could not consistently be 
levied, and to whom “ordinary iinprisouinent without labour” for 14 days 
would be rather a boon than a punishment. 

1 1. If a law of the nature propost^d shall be determined upon, there can, in the 
opijiion of the judges of the biidder Adawlut, be uo doubt that the Draft Act (A.) 
would bo preferable to (B.) for the reasons stated in paragra})h 9 of Mr. S(icretary 
Grant’s lctt<;r. 

12. The latter Act would, in the ojnnion of the Sudder Adawlut, be calculated 

to oceasidh serious rniscoucewtion. I have, &u:. 

(signed) T. JL Davi(ls<^i, 

Sudder Adawlut Registrar’s Office, 17 .luiy 1839. Acting Registrar. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) a. Chamkr, Chief Secretary. 
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5 S CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

(No. 2037 of 1830.) 

From Z. /£. Reir/, Esq. A^.ting Cliiof Secretary to (government of Bombay^ to the 
Officiating Secrctiiry to t!u* Oovernmciit of India in tlie (legislative Depart- 
ment, dated 3 ^Viigu.sl 

Sir, 

I jSi aekno\vI(Mlging the rect^ipt of your letter, dated the 27tli of May last. No. 342, 
eiiclosijjg tlK‘ draft of a juoposed -Act, providing tliat a personal injury or an 
assault coinmitK il on a slave, shall b<‘ jmnisliahle Jii the same maniior as jf com- 
Tiii 1 t(*d on a (Vet^ person, I am directed hy the honourable the (lovernor in 
(’ouiicil to trausniit to you, to he laid l)efore tlu? honourable the President in 
Council, copy of a hotter froju the registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Ad&wlut, 
date<l the 2 (»th ultimo, nyxuting iho opinion of the judges of that court, that 
tliere is no Tiecessity to puss a sj)ec.ial law for the protection of slaves under this 
presidency, sinc<^ tlie laws at j)r(‘sent in force an; applicable to them, and an 
offence which would be punisliahle wh(‘n coiumitted against a fret^mau, would 
not bt; exempt from jiuiiishment if done against a slave. 

J have, See. 

Bombay C-astle, (signoil) Z. Jl. lieid^ 

5 August 183U. Aciting Cbu f Secretary to Government. 


(No. 1204 of 1830.) 

From P, W. he Gcyt^ Esep Begistrar, to P. /ni/oug/ih/, Esq. Secretary to 
Gt)Vt‘rniiient liombay^ dated 20 July 1830. 

Sir, 

I AM dirocied by judges of the Sudder Fouj<laree Adawdut to acknowledge 
your letter, No. 1075, dated the 3d instant, giving cover to a despaieli from the 
officiating secretary to the GovcTnment of India, on the subject of a proposed law 
relative to a jjovsona] injury, or an assaiilt committed ou a slave, and recpiesting 
their o])inioii on the same. 

2 . In reply, J am instrueted to ohst rve, that there does not appear to he any 
necessity to pass a sjx cial hm for tJie protection of slaves tiiroughout the zillahs 
of this pr('siden(‘y, as tlu'. law iiiforci^ is as applicable to tlnmi as to freemen, and 
no otfeiice done against a fretariau is hy tJie Jiombay (Jode (exempted from punish- 
ment Ik cause it is ( 1 oih‘ against a slav(e 

3. As the powi r of a master to c orrect his slavi', has never l)(‘on admitted hy 
our code, tl»e gi m ral pi*acti(‘e of the magistrates Ijas been against it, althougJi 
(.‘xeejiti Mjs are (pioled in the Note (B.) to i]u‘ Penal Code, and it is not considered 
tJiat a .strict eiil'orcement <d' this ruh^ would b< look(‘d upon by the community as 
an iiifriiigemcnt of right, or a (h 4 .cu 4 oratioii of property, for mastm's are also jiro- 
tr^'ced against the miseonduet ol their slaves, as the regulations for the punish- 
ment of servanls (contained in section 18, R('guIation Xll.of 1827, have been ruled 
by this court, under date the 4th November 1830, to be apjilicable to slaves. 

1 have, See. 

(signed) P, IV. he Geyi, Registrar. 

Bombay Sudder Foujdarec! Adawlut, 

20 July J83P. 

(Trim copy.) 

(sigm^d) h. IL Reid, Acting Sec^ to (Government. 


MiKiTK by tlie Honourable A. Amos, Esq. dated 27 August 1839. 

Inn (iiov(‘rnor-geTieral ( x pressed a wish that the governments of Madras 
->nd Boijjfiav sliould be consultcMl on the subject of the expediency of passing 
tlie Slavery A<;t, in (irder that wc might form a more satisfactory judgment: as 
to the propriety of delaying to conform immediately to the instructions for 
passing the Act received from the honourable Court of Directors. In pur- 
suance 
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s«iiance of tlio rocommciidation of tlic Governor-goueral, advices upon the sub- 
ject have been obtained from Madras and Romf)a3^ Nothing remains but to 
forward the papers to Ins Lnrdsliij) and to l.ln; lionio autlioritics. 

It will be oirscrvc'd, tJiat the Jjotnbay g‘ov<^niTnent (fo nor give* ns any opinion 
of tlioir own, biit it forwards, without eoiuinrnt, the oj)i]ii()n of tlic Sndder 
Court of that presidency, '^i'hc Bombay Sndder {5nirt think iJiat fliere is Jiot 
any necessity t<t pass the special law. They further o])S(‘rve, that such a special 
law would not work injustice or inconvenii*nee, nor call lor coinjKmsation, for a 
reason (the only oiKi assigniMl) which certairdy does not ap])Iy to the other 
presidtmeies, viz. that in lioiribay the magistrate will cufona* the services of 
a slave. 

It may be I’cniarked, that the construction given to section l«, Regulation XU. 
of lfe27, of the Bomba3' Code, hy th(' Bondiay Sudder ("ourt, is at least open 
to very grave dOubt in ]>oint of law. The operation of flits construction, in 
eases decided with reference to it, seems to call foriinpiii N'. 

It is observed by the liombay Sndder Court, that the power of a master 
to correct a slave is not recognized by tlie code, nor bj^ th<^ gmu'ral juaeticii of 
magistrat(\s. This, as to iinmodm’ate correcition, is tin' eslablisluMl law of tlai 
country, and practice of inagisirales over tin* whoh* ol* India. The only cjucs- 
tion upon the Md>j<‘et n‘gard^ moderate corn*ctif»n for misconduct, according to 
the Bombay I ndgtjs : tin's also is ])rohibit(*d b\" the Ihnnbav Code, Ijecansr* not 
admitt<*d hy it. J think it would be satisfactory to ask the Boni)»ay jiidgc'^ 
w1jeth(*r they hold, upon tin* same grounds, tliat it is pniii:^Iial)1e. in a nia><rr to 
give moilerate correeiion to a servant, \<unig or old, not ))eing a slave, ami 
whether, in })oint of 1‘act, these* <‘ases of nnulerate corrc'ction bv masters are not 
of a nature; that thr^y seldom, if <‘ver, arc* hrouglit before a magistrate*? With 
rc'gard to the* general pracrticc; sjiokeii of, I should like flu* Bom1>ay judges to 
be askc fl, h(*W' many eases of nimlcTate <*onection they adverled to, as consti- 
tuting such gen(*ra1 practi<*e ? 

Tin* ]\ladras go\ernnn*nt and Sndder (\»urt holli eom nv witli tlie. Snjn'eme 
Coveriiment in thinking tliat ih(*re an* giavc* vc'^muis for tpustif>ning tin* e\j>('- 
dieii<*y of tht; projiosc <1 law ; and tJiev say, tliat no practical good, ccminieii- 
surate witli tJie dang<*r of c*vil, can be c‘X]M‘cted to ronlt (Vom the ])roj>os(Hl law’. 

^\'ilh rc'gavd to tin* cjii(*slion of caniipeiisation, it is tin* opinion of tin* Madras 
authoriti(*s, tliat it (cannot be satisfactorily di^jio^cd t)f without fnrlher local 
inquiry, lliis alone is a strong reason i‘or not j>as^ij>g flu* Aet iminediat(‘ly. 

The Madras aiithoritii s conside r that a n guJaiion similar to tlaO iii tlie 
Boniliay ( 'ode would not answa r for liie Madias j^resid('ncy, eatiier as ngarels 
servants or slavo, (mt mon* jrarticnlaih as regards slaves; but if servants are 
punishable, bj' inodt'rato eone*e*li(m within tiie Ma<lras pr(‘sideiie v, then tlie; 
juelges are not right in saying that no e!om}ari'i>oir e*a)i ;n is(* in llu* Madras 
presidency lr-tvv(*en t.lj<* condition, in this ri'>])ee*v., of "servants and ol’ slavers 
undt*r the prope>st*d Act. I hav<; before; obsmwed, tliat tlie^ point is doiilitfuJ 
uri(h*r the English huv, Haw kins laying it down bioadly, that a masler may 
eorree^t his servant, and the right being ivcognized by inoic uiu'ijui voeal autlni- 
rity in the case ol’ apprentices. 

The Madras authorities tliiiik, that an Act in tin* ev[n'oss te*r?ns of Note* ( B.) 
w^ould be; calculated to occasion serious niibCouce*pli« ii. 

(srgiu'd) y/, Affios. 

27 August 183U. 


(No. 472.) 

From*/. P. Grants Ksq. Offienatiiig Secnlary’’ to the (iovcrnnu*ut of Indiay to 
L, It. Reid, Esep Acting Chie*f Secretary to the Corernmout of Bombay, datt*d 
2 Se])te‘mber 18;i9. 

1 AM directed by tlie^ honourable lluj President in Council to acknow'Jiedge the 
receipt of your letteu', No. 2037, uimUt date the otli ultimo, with its ^^jiclosure, 
and ill reply to communicate the following obse*rvations ; 

il. His Honor in Council is of opinion tJiat, for the purpose of the Re^port on 
slavery, as w'cll as with respect to tlie particular Act under consideration, it will 
238^ " 1 -2 be 
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No. 2. be desirable to inquire of the Company’s advocate at Bombay, whether in any 

X'N D I A. proceeding for false imprisonment, tht; Bombay Hcgalation would amount to a 

— ’ ■ legal justification, the person imprisoned being a slave, and not under any sjjwific 

contract of service. 

3. It is desirable also to inquire of the judges of the Sudder Foujdarry AcThfKput 
at Bombay what is the nunilMir of cases in wliich the regulation has been put 

, force against slaves; and whether, under the Bombay Regulations, a mastS 
jmnishing a. servant (not being a slave), young or f)l(l, by moderate correctiot^ 
for gross negligence or misconduct, would be punishable as for an assault. 

4. With regard to the “ general practice of magistrates,” there is no doubt tliat 

. as regards immodc;rate correction, or evcm moderate eorreetion without fault, 

every kind of law, and the universal practice of magistrates throughout India, is 
in favour of the slave. What his Honor in Council particularly desires to know 
is, whether the Sudd(;r Foujdarry Adawlut mean that the general practice applies 
to moderate <’orroction for negligence or miseondiiet. If such he the ease, he is 
further desirous t)f being informed of the number of eases in which masters have 
been punished by magistrates for moderate correction of their slaves. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating .Seer to Government of India. 

Fort W’^illifiie, 2 Sept. 18.30. 


(No. 471.) 

From .7. P. Grunt, Esq. Officiating Secretary to tin; Gf>vernmcnt of India, to 
7'. fL Aiaddock, ( Ifficiating Secretary to the Goveniment of India witii 
the GoveTiior-general, dated a September 1830. 


No. 17. 

Legislative Uepart- 
ment. 


Sir, 

In continuation of my letter. No. S.'iO, of tht^ 27 th May last, I am directed by 
the lionourable the President in Council, to forward to yon, for the information of 

’ ' the Right honourable the Gover- 

nor-general of India, c;opies of the 
papers as noted on tlic margin 
resjK’cting the Slavery Act. 

I have, &c. 


Goveniinent of Fort St. (ieorge, dated 
to the Govern ment of Uouibay, dated 


Letter from Chief Secrcttiry to the 
SO July with Enclosure. 

Letter from Acting Chief Secretary 
5 Aug. 1339, with Enclosure 
Minute by the Honourable Mr. Amos, dated 27 August 1839. 

Letter to Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, dated 
3 Sept. 1839. 


(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secy to Government of India. 

Fort William, 2 September 1839. 


Extract Legislative CoNstTLT.\TjoNs, 21 October 1839. 

No. 1 . From T. II. Maddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Govenior-general, to J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the 
Government of India. 

Sir, Fort \^illiam, 30 September 1830. 

Legislative. ^ directed to acknowledge the receipt of yotir letter. No. 471, dated the 

2d instant, with cnclosurt^s, respecting the Slavery Act, and to state in reply that 
the Governor-gi;ueral will await the receipt of the answer of the Law Commis- 
sioners to the letter addressed to them by order of the honourable the President 
in Council on the 27th May last. No. 222, before he records any opiniqn on the 
papers submitted with your letter under acknowledgment. 

‘ 1 have, &c. 

. (signed) T. H. Maddock, « 
Officiating Secy to Government of India 
Simla, 30 September 1839. with the Governor-general. 



AND TAKEN FOH ITS 

Extract Lboislative Consultations, 24 June 1830. 

(No. 192.) 

From*/. C. C. S%Uherland, Esq. Secretary to tJie Indian Law Comtni^ion, to 
J. P. Granny Esq. Officiating Secretary to the (jovernrnent of IndiOy dated 
13 June 1830. 

Sir, 

■» • 

I AM directed by the Law Commissioners to acknowhsdge the receipt of your 
letters, dated 27 May, Nos. 222 and 223, and to riMpest that yoii will inforin 
Jiis'’ Honor in Council that the subjects referred to the I.aw ( 'ommission in 
both these letters, are now under their consideration, witli a view to their general 
Report upon slavery in India. 

2. As it will be shortly ready for presentation, tin; Law Commissioners submit 
that the most convenient and satisfactory mode of accomplishing the wishes of 
his Honor in Council will be to proceed with that R(!j)ort. 

I have, &.C. 

(signed^ J. C. C. Sutherland, Secretary. 

Indian Law Commission, 13 Juno 1839. 


Extract Leoisi-ative Consultations, 27 May 1839. 

(No. 223.) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Oovemment of India, to the 
Indian Law Commissioners, dated 27 May 1839. 

Gentlemen, 

As bearing upon the general question of slaver^' in India, to which my letter 
to your address of this date. No. 222, rclate.s, I am directed by the honourable 
the*Pr<-sidentin Council to iv(|uest that you will prepare, and submit for the con- 
sideration of Govemment, a not<‘. of the present state of tlic law and jmactice in 
India relative to th»* side of children. 

2. It has bi:en observed to the President in Council, that the subservience of a 
dancing girl to her keeper, is jierhajis not greater in India than that of the young 
prostitute to the panders of Paris and of J.ondon, and no magistrap>. in these days 
would construe it to be slavery, or in any way sanirtion the right of control which 
is assumed. Yet the power over thiise girls is acquired by purchase ; and it is sus- 
pected that the traffic in children, for the supply of the zenana and the brothel, is 
a source of extensive crime, upon the temptation to which gangs even of sys- 
tematic murilerers, as apjiears by the published Report upon the Megpunna 
Thugs, have been founded. All crimciS, indeed, by which the possession of the 
child is obtained, are already punishable by law^, but it has bisiu observed that 
such crimes are not easily detected, and that it scimis probable that far too much 
of facility exists in the traffic which follows upon the possession. 

3. The opinion and suggestions of the Indian Law Commissioners arc requested 
on this subjiKJt in a sepanitc report, as it appears to the President in Council to 
he a question which, supposing it to require legislation, might he conveniently 
legislated upon without reference to the question to which my separate letter of 
this tlatc relates. 

* "I have, &c. 

(signed) J . P. Grant, ^ 

J Officiating Scc> to the Government of India. 

. Council Chamber, 27 May 3 839. • 
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INDIA. Extract Legislative Consultations, 21 October 1839. 

• (No. 768.) 

No. 3. From H. Chamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. Georgef 
to J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the CJovemment of India, dated 
_ , 24 September 1839. • 


Sir, 

Judicial Department. WiTii reference to the correspondtmee noted in tiie mtirgiu, 1 am directed by 
From the Officiating Secretary to the the Riglit hououmblc tlic Governor in Council to transmit to you, 
(^er^ent of India, dated 9 Jan. sid)mission to the honourable the President in Council, tlie 

TtfdHtmdatcd an ditto. No. 8C. comj>anying copy of a Circular Order, No. Ill , of the Foujdary 

Adawlut. 


1 have, &.C. 


Fort St. George, 24 Sept. 1 839. 


(signed) 


II. Ouimiet', 

Chief Secretarv. 


No. 4. 
Enclosure. 


Extract from the Proceedings of tlie Foujdary Adawlut, under date the 

17th Sept. 183.9. 

(Circular Order.) 

(No. 111 .) 

Doubts having been entertained as to the cottrse. of proeet'ding it is legally 
competent to a inagistrsite to udu])t in the case t)f tin; sale ol’a eliild by its parent 
in the provinces under this presidency, and the Mahoniedan law officers of 
the Foujdary Aduwlut having declared that, a<‘<-ording to tlje Mahoniedan law, 
the act is not punishalile wlie.n conimitte<l in a season of famine, and that at all 
other tinie.s it i.s punisiiabli' by tazc'er, the Court of Foiijdary Adawlut re.solve 
to promulgate that ojiinion for the information and future guidariee of tlie judi- 
cial officers, subject to their control. 

Ordered, that extract from the.se jiroeecding’s bi* sent to the four provincial 
courts of circuit, witli instructions to coriiniurii<-ate the same to the several i;i‘i- 
ininal judges ami magistriites witJiin their ri'spcctive divisions, by precejit 
returnable within 10 days from and after its receijit. 

(Tru(! e-\ tract. ) 

(signed) 7'. H. Davidson, Acting Registrar. 


(No. . 941 .) 


No. 5. 


From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the* Government of India, to 
//. Chamier, Esij. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, dated 
21 Oct. 1839. 


Sir, 

jgwlativc Depart- J directed hy the honourable the President in Council, with reference to 
your letter of the 24th ultimo, inclosing a circular order issued by the Court of 
Foujdary Adawlut on the sale of children hy their parents, to request that the 
Right honourable the Governor of Fort St. George in Council will call upon the 
court to report the circurnstaTiees under which tlu" issue of that circular order 
was thonght ad\ i'^able. 'J’lie subject I .0 which it. alludes has lately been spe- 
cially referred fur the eonsidei-atiou of the Indian Law Commissioners, and 
iJiat body have talvcii it into present consideration, in connexion w'ith tl’ 4 ! sub- 
ject of slav(irv in In<lia. 

y I have, &c. 

Fort William, (signed) J. P. Grant, 

21 Oct, 1839. Officiating Seev to the Government of India. 
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(No. 486.) No. 2 . 

From J, P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to t N D 1 > 
J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary' to the Indian Law Commission, dated 
21 October 1839. 


Sir, 

In continuation of my letter, No. 223, of the 27th of May last, 1 am directed by Legislative De^ai 
the honourable the President in Council to forward to you, for the consideration 
of the Indian Law Commissioners, the accompanying copies of a circular order 
issired by the court of Foujdary Adawlut at Madras, on the sale of children by their 
parents, and of a letter this day addressed to the secretary to tlie Government of 
Madras on the subject thereof. 

* I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secy to the Government of India. 


Council Chamber, 21 October 1 839. 


(No. 540.) 

From J. P. Grant, Estj. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to 
y. //. Maddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India with 
the Governor-Gcnend, dated 21 October 1839. 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter. No. 359, of the 27tli of May last, I am directed by 
the Jionoiivable the President in Council to forward to you, for the information 
of the Eight honourable the Governor-general, the 
accompanying coiues of j)U]>ers, as noted on the 
margin, respecting the .sale of children by their 
parents. 


No. 7. 


Fort William, 21 October 1839. 


Legislative Depat 
ment. 

I.utterfrom Chief Secretary to Government of Fort t 
George, dated 24 September 1839 with Enclosure. 
Letter to ditto, dated 21 October 1839. 

Letter to Secretary Indian Law Commission, dated 
October 1839. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating Seer to the Government of India. 


Extract Legislative Consultations, IG December 1839. 

(No. 930.) 

From //. Chamicr, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, No. 20 . 
to J. P. Grant, Estp Officiating Sei^retary to the Government of India, dated 
27 November 1839. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 21st ult. No. 541, I am directed by the Judicial Depart. 
Right honourable the Govenior in Council to ti'ausinit, for the inforniatiou of meat, 
the honourable the President in Council, the accompanying copy of a letter from 
the acting registrar of the Foujdary Adawlut, explanatory of tlie circumstances l^*'*** > 9 Nov. 
under which the issue of that court’s Circular Order, No. Ill, regarding the sale ^ 
of children by their parents, was considered advisable. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) H. Chamier, Chief Secretary. 

Fort St. George, 27 November 1839. 

(No. 219.) 

From /r. H. Davidson, Esq. Acting Registrar Foujdary Adawlut, to the Chief N®* **• 
Secretary the Government, dated 19 November 1839. ^ Lnclosuie. 

Sir, 

, I AM directed by the judges of tlie Foujdaree Adawlut to acknowledge the 
receipt of the Order of Grovernment, dated 8 Nov. 1839, No. 387, transmitting a 
communication, under date the 21 st ult. from the officiating secretary to the 
23 ®. 1 4 Government 



CORRlSSPOKfJi>ENCB ON 'fHE SLAVE TRADE* 


No, 2 , 
INDIA. 


* ' ' * 

Government of India, and requiring the court to report tlie circumstances under 
which the issue of their Circular Order, No. Ill, regarding the sale of children 
by their parents, was thought advisable, and to submit the following explanation 
on that point. 

2. During several years past, references have from time to time been made to 
the Foujdaree Adawlut, by the judicial officers iu the juovinces, for instructions 
in regard to the disposal of cases wherein persons were charged' with the sale 
and purchase of children for different purposes. 

3. On the 24th May 1 81 7, the magistrate of Vizagapatam, reported that “ a Hin- 
doo woman made a verbal complaint before him tiiat a police peon of the same 
caste had failed in lus engagement with her iu the purchase, as a slave, of her 
infant son, aged seven months. The cliild was sold for eight rupees, but the 
peon refusing the mother access to her infant, and not having procured her eldest 
son an employment as stipulated, the inotlK^r (mtreated permission to return the 
purchase-money and to receive her infant again. 


4. This most extraordinary purchase and sale, the magistrate observed, 
was cancelled at his particular desire, for he coul«l not satisfy himself as to the 
manner in which the complaint should he judicially determined, both parties 
being in his opinion, e<jually culpable; but on being informed by the judge of the 
zillah that the case was cognizable only by the civil court, he rofeiTed the mat- 
ter for the consideration of the Foujdaree Adawlut, observing, that if th<j opinion 
of the zillah judge, that under the existing regulations the parties were not liable 
to a criminal prosecution, were correct, it m'hs “ high time that the defect in the 
law, was “ ret;tified, and that slave dealing was declared to be abolished in India.” 

6. In reply to this reference, the Court of Foujtlaree Adawlut, iu their procood- 
ings under (late the 20tli Juucl817, ob.served, that “the matter is connected 
with the religious usages and institutions of the native subjects of this Cioveru- 
ment, and it is cognizable, as a civil action, uiide.r the j)rovisious of section 1 (S, 
Regulation Til. of 1802,” and that “ the magistrate is not authorized to take cog- 
nizance of the matter in question.” ° 

6. On the 5lh Deccimber 1825, the collector of Tinnevelly brought to the 
notice of the Foujdaree Adawlut through the provincial court for the southern 
division, “ a custom” wdiich the collector <.»bserves, “ is, I believe more or less 

f »revalent throughout the Madras territories, and as far as my own observation 
las gone, is more frequent in the distiu'ct of Tiruievcdly. The practice I allude to,” 
continued the coll<;ctor, “ is the sale and j»urehas*j of fiunale children by daneiu<>- 
women, for the avowed purpose of hringiug them up to a life of iinmoralit^. 
The custom is so notorious, and its ahoiuinahle tendency so evidi'iit, tliat no 
comment can he necessary ; hut I am aj>prelieiisive that unless it he sjiecifieally 
excepted from tliose purchases of children wdiieli are now (under some circum- 
stances; legal, an ojnuion may he eu(ertaim;<l that sueli (lealiugs are counte- 
nanced by law. A j>roluhitiou of such trausaetious eemld not he complained of 
as an infringement of any acknowledged rights; it would serve as a check upon 
child-stealing, which is occasionally [iractised under the j)retence of purchase, 
any tlm public expression of the will of the Government could not hut have a 
beneficial tendency to j)romot(; monility.” 

7. In conclusion the collector recommended that the practice in question 
should be “prohibited by law.” 

8. The judges of the proviueial ccnirt submitted their opinion, that there was 
“ not any occasion for the interference of Goveinmciit, or for any special autho- 
rity to he giv(!n to the magistracy to prevent the sale of children to persons de- 
scribed in the collee.tor’s letter. The. sale of a child,” the provincial court ob- 
served, “exceptiug under very particular circumstances, is punishable under the 
Mahomedan law, arid if the magistrate is of opinion that the people arc not 
aware ol the fiu. t, he has full authority, iu virtue of his office, to issue a notification 
declaring that tin crime of child-selling is punishable by law.” 

9. In laying the })aj)ers before Government, the Foujdaree Adawlut recorded 
their concurrence in the opinion of the provincial court. ^ 

10. Uy {^letter, dated the 13th January 1820, from the secretary to Govern- 
nicut, the Court of Foujdaree Adawlut wen* informed tliat the Governor iu 
ouncil entirely concurre-d with the judget, in decerning any enactment unuccev 
wary ; and with reference “ to its connexion with the ceremonies and observ- 
.ances, both civil and religious, of the great bulk of the people,” remarks were 

added 
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added in re^rd to the necessity for caution in conducting any interference at all ,I^o.^2. 
with tlie view of preventing parents or guardians from assigning children, in the r D I a. 
customary modes, to bn brought up to the profession of dancing women. 

11. On the 16th August 1839, the same provincial court (southern) sub- 
mitted a communication from the magistrate of Trichinopoly, in which that 
officer requesteij to be informed “ wliethcr the sale of a cliild by its mother is 
considercd/under.the existing regulations an offtmcc; cognizable by the magistrate, 
and whether he is, in such ucase, to he content, as luis hitherto been the practice 
in this district, with using his influence to annul tlie sale or to send the case for 
final adjudication to tlie criminal court and on this occasion tlie judges of the 
provincial court submitted th(;ir opinion, “ that some specific penalty should he 
jiromiilgated for the purpose of checking an oftencc! so revolting to humanity, 
and that it should not be left at the diser<'tion of the magistrate merely to use 
his influence to annul a sale of this description.” 

1’2. On receiving this reference, the (’ourt of Foujdaree Adawlut called upon 
their Mahomedan law offic<-rs to state wliether und<*r that law, the mother, in 
the case reported by tin? magistrate of Tricbiiiopoly, would be liable to punish- 
ment ; and in their answer tliose oflic(!rs declared that she was liable to tazeer, or 
disci'etionary punishment. 

13. It’being found, on reference to tli<^ records of this court, that in trase No. 

7 of the Malabar (Calendar for the fourth quarter sessions of 1819, the Maho- 
medan law officers had (hdivered in a futwa, declaratory of t.h<! non-liability to 
punishment of a party selling his or her child, the court called upon tlieir law 
officers to submit their reasons for <fisscnting from the futwa of their predeces- 
sors in the case ahoA'c mentioned ; and thost* officers then repeated the opinion 
alr<‘ady giv(*n, observing that it was accordant with the decisions rticorded in the 
Books of lluneofah that at a time wh(m scarcity does not prevail, tht* ]w?ople of 
this, (;ountry are, forhicldcn to sell their children, and that to do so renders them 
liahh; to tuzeer. 

14. Of the coiTcctuess of this last opinion, there could be lio doubt ; and the 
Court of Foujdaree Adawlut, adverting to tlu; different references made to them 
on the subject, the discordant opinions whie-h had heeu given, and tin* doubts 
geimrally entertained by the officers in the provinc(‘S as to tlie course tiny were 
authorizeil to ])ursue iii such cases, deemed it proper, as .stated in the Circular 
Order under consideration, to jiromulgate that opinion, with reference to the pro- 
visions of s. 7, Regulation X. of 1816, for th«i information and future guidance 
of the judicial officers subject to their control. 

(signed^ T. IJ, Davidson^ Acting Rtigistrar. 

Foujdaree Adawlut Registrar’s Office, 

19 November 1839. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) H. Chamier, Chief Secretary. 

(No. 497.) 

From P. Grartl, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Covernmeut of India, to No. aa. 

J. (7. (J. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Comuiissiun, dated. 

16 December 1839. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter to your address of the 21st ultimo, I am directed Legislative Depar 
by the Honourable the President in Council to transmit, for the information 
of' the Law Commissioners, copies of letter from the chief secretary to tlie 
government of Fort St. George, and of its imelosure, explanatory of the circum- 
stances under which the issue of the Circular No. 1 1 1, from tin* Foujdary Adawlut 
of that presidency, r^arding the sale of children by their parents, was eoti- 
sidcred advisable. ' , 

1 am, &c. '* ^ 

j (signed) J. P. Grant, 

Council Chamber, Officiating Secretary to Government of India. 

16 Dec, 1839. 
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BENGAL. 


SALE of Slaves in Loodiana . — Sale of Children at Kashe^re . — Debtor 
Slavery in the I'enasserim Provinces. — Suits for the Recovery of SlavcjS in 
Savffor . — Slavery in Assam. 


No. 3 . 


B E N G A I.. 


— No. 1 .— 

5 XTRACT from the Notes and Narratives of the Proceedings of the 
Government of in the Political Department, for the Montfr of May 

1835. 


fiespcctiiig the sale 
and purchase of 
Slaves in Loodiana. 
Proceed ings 
16 May 183/j. 

Nos. 1 o to 1 e. 


Para. 145 . Tub papers recorded as per margin relate to the sale and purchase 
of .slaves in Loodiana. The agent at Delhi was called upon to furnish a report 
on the subject, and informed at the same time, that the settlement of the ques- 
tion would depend u})on the extent to which we had hitherto carried our inter- 
ference with the internal administration of the town of Loodiana. 


Extract Political Despatch to India, dated 7 February (No. 10) 1838. 


Narrative for May 1833. 

(Partu 145.) Jlcport called for 
respecting the and purchase 
of slaves in Loodiana. Question 
as to the light of govern rnent 
to prohibit the traffic. 


Para. 56. The subsequent escheat of Loodiana to your Govern- 
ment removes the doubt concerning the applicability to that place of 
the British regulations against the slave trade. We are glad to ob- 
serve that Runjeet Sing has issued an order prohibitory of the traffic 
in the Hill States subject to his authority. 


— No. 2 . — 

Extract Agra Presidency, Political Proceedings, dated 16 May 1836. 

No. 10 . From W. II. Maaxaghten, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Indian to 
R. II. Scott, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Agra, in the Political 
Department, dated 27 April 1835. 

Sir, 

Political Depart- I AM ilirectcd to forward for the orders of the honourable the governor of 
Agra, an original letter, and its enclosure, received from the Governor-general’s 
agent at Delhi, which, as it relates to a matter of local jurisdiction on this 
side of the Sutledge, properly ttomes within tlie cognisance of the Agra 
government. 

2 . 1 am at the same time instructed to observe, that in the opinion of the 
honourable the Governor-general in Council, the settlement of the present ques- 
tion must depend upon the extent to which we have hitherto carried our inter- 
ference with the internal administration of tl\e town of Iioodiana. 

^ 1 have, &c. 

(signed) W. H. Macna^hUn, 

Fort William, Secretary to the GovemhieisC 'Of India. 

27 April 1836. . . 
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— No. 3. — 

Prom J. J. Metcalfe, Esq. Officiating Agent Governor-general, Delhi, to 
W. H. Maenaghten, Esq. Secretary to the Government of India, Fort 
WUUam, dated 10 April 1835. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward for the orders of the honourable the Governor- 
general of India in Council, tke accompanying despatch, in original, from Cap- 
tain Wade, political agent at Loodiana. 

I have, &c. 

* (signed) J. J. Metcalfe, 

Delhi Agency, 10 April 1835. Officiating Agent Governor-general. 


— No. 4. — 

From Captain C. M. Wade, Political Agent, &c. to IF. II. Maenaghten, Esq. 

Secretary to the Government of India, Fort fVilliam, dated .3 April 1835. 

Sir, 

I HAVE tile honour to transmit a copy of a letter which I lately received from 
the dejmty judge advocate- gtuieral of the Sirhind division (wishing to receive a 
copy of any proclamation that may have been issued in the town of Loodiana 
agftinst the procuring of slaves), and a copy of my reply, together with cojiics of 
a correspondence which passed in my office on the trial of Moti, to which 
Captain Hough refers, as well as of another, regarding some children who were 
kidnapped some time ago from Delhi, and carried to the opposite side of the 
Sathhidj by some subjects of the British Government in the Delhi territory, and 
also of Patialah. 

2. In my predecessor’s time a reference appears, from the records, to have 
been made by him to Sir D. Ochterlony, to ascertain whether the regulations 
of the British Government regarding the sale and jiurchasc of slaves was to be 
considered in force in the town of Loodiana ; Sir David stated in reply, that 
although it had been deemed necessary to establish a control in the town by 
the form of the sayar and abkari. Government had not claimed any right of 
interference with the laws which governed it, but the kotwal of the town being 
an officer of tin; British Government, w'c might interdict the use of his official 
seal and authority to any tlceds involving a property in slaves. 

3. Such remained the state of the case until the trial of Moti, who being g 
resident of tlie. cantonment, she was considered amenable to trial for her offence 
by British law, and sentenced by a general court-martial to a fine, and confine- 
ment of six months in the gaol at Ambala. 

4. The case which led to Captain Hough’s reference, was that of a drummer 
of one of the native regiments stationed here, who purchased some young 
girls who were brought and sold here during the late famine in Cashmir. His 
contract of purchase was either to marry or maintain them in his own family, 
but in reality he disposed of them to prostitiition at Kurnal. The drummer 
was also tried by a g-eneral court-martial, and has recently been sentenced to 
the same punishment as the other. 

5. In the former of these en.scB no one appeared to claim the children. Their 
parents were inhabitants of the right bank of the Sathledj, where I succeeded in 
tracing them. In the latter a parent claimed his child, and they were both sent 
to me to enable me to inquire into the validity of the claim. As the drummer 
was also subject to the authority of cantonments, and I did not think myself 
competent to try his case, I made him over to the commanding officer. 

6. When I drew the attention of Maharajah Runjit Singh’s agent to the case 
of Moti, with the view of establishing the mjumer in which she Became pos- 
sessed of the girl sold by her, 1 deemed it my duty to observe to him, that 
although the British Government had, no right to prevent the sa^ ^d purchase 
of slaves within his master’s country, if he thought proper to permit, the prac- 
tice, there was no reason why his people should cross the frontier and make the 
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limits of a British cantonment the scene of a traffic that was prohibited by the 
laws of our Giovemment. 

7- Having stated the nature of the enclosed papers, and considering the 
responsibility which attaches to me in the degree of interference that I may be 
disposed to exercise for the suppression of a practice which, though reptignant to 
British law, is very diflerent in generjil, both as to the mode in which it is pursued 
in this countrj', as well as in its general eifccts, to that slaveiy, the gradual ex- 
tinction of which has engaged the humiane attention of the British Le^slature ; 
and adverting also to the various communities of peojde who are settled^ here 
from different parts of Asia, and the interest which they hfive in a decision 
of tlm (juestion, 1 am anxious to obtain the. sentiments of Government, whether 
I am (’Tilith'tl to issue a proclamation in the town of Loodiana, for the tottd 
prohibition of the practice, or to content ikiyself with exercising the right to 
suppress the evil merely in tliose e.ases whert^ chiltlrt^n have; been kidnapped 
from their parents, or where any means t)pposed to tin; religious and conven- 
tional laws of the people have been adopted to prosecute the trade. My 
interference, has hitherto been confined to these two eases alone, and in the last 
only where a breach of these laws has been officially brought under my 
notice. 

8. Tlu're are many cases where, children are disposed of by their' parents, and 
domesticated with families more us a 2 )prentie.es than slaves, in which, whatever 
may he tht' moral ahhorrenc^e with which I may he ineJined I0 vi«;w the subject 
in my own mind, I slioidcl hesitate to exi-rcist* an interference, the; j3ractieal 
ojicration of which migivt be found toh<‘ oj)cnto great objections, and to invade 
rights with whicdi GovenmieTit has hitherto made no 2 )rofession of interfering in 
a foreign territory. 

9. In any f'vent, 1 beg to suggest to the con.'^itieration of Government, 
whetluT on the oeeasiou of a regulation ht'ing issut'.d by the'. British GovtTnment, 
such as that against slave.ry, on a knowledgti of which by the subjects of 
neighbouring statt's, as well as those of our own Govemimmt, essentially de- 
pt^nds its efficiency, it would not he a<lvisable to furnish its jxjlitieal agents 
with a co23y of it, iii order that the chiefs anrl peoph' connected with their 
offices may have, an ojijiorfunity of learning their provisions, and profiting, if 
tliey i>lease, by the h'gislation of a (iovemnient, the laws JOid institutions of 
which, as in the case of Runjit Singh, they are- sometimes desirous of imi- 
tating and introducing in the administration of their (mm affairs. 

I have, &(?. 

Ijoodiana, (signed) C. M. Wade, 

li April 1835. Political Agent. 


To Cajitaiu Wade, Political Agent, Loodiana. 


(No. 120.) 

Sir, 


1). J. A. General’s Office, Kumal, 
19 I)<Hiember 1834. 


1 HAVE the honour to re<iu(est the cojjy of jiny pr(3claniation issued by )'ou 
in the town of Loodiana, either hefor(^ or after the trial of Moti, native woman, 
for slavc-j>rocuring, at Loodiana, in September 1833. The native gtmeral 
ct>urt-inarti:il will be held here on tin? 23d instiuit. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Hmigh, 

1>. J. A. General, Sirhind Division. 


To Cajitmn W. Hoagh, Deputy Judge Advocate General, Sirhind Division. 
Sir, ^ 

Jn rej>ly to your letter of the 19th instant, received yesterday, I beg leave to 
state, that I have no copy of a proclamation issued by me against slcR^e- 
dealing at .Loodiana beycincl what was produced before you during the trial cf 
Moti, not considering myself empowered to issue such a proclamation in a 

foreign 
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foreign territory without thfe previous authority of Government, though I have NO. 3 ., 

both orally and in writing since frequently warned the local authoritjes that jitaNoVl- 

such a practice was contrary to the regulations of the British Government, a 

warning which is not only well understood by them, but by the people of, the 

town and cantonments, several cases of slaves being introduc«jd from the 

opposite bank of th«! Sathledg having occurre-d here, as well as at Atnhalali, 

subsequent!)^ to Moti’s trial, of public notoriety, in whicli, when, the girls were 

sold to prostitution, the contract was annulled, and the purchasers fined ; and 

recently an order has been issued by Maharajah Runjit Singh, to prohibit this 

traffic altogether in th<‘ HHl State imder liis dominion. The cantonmeift of 

Loodiand being under the British jurisdiction, its iuhahitants are, 1 presume, 

alienable to the British slavery laws. 

• 1 have, &o. 

Loodiana, (signed) ' C. M. Wade, 

2',i December 1834. Political Agent. 


To Major /?. C. FaUhfitll, f Commanding at Loodiaua: 

Sir, 

I «RO leave to transmit a co])v of a. report from the polic^e officer :it Anibala, 
which Mr. has foi'warcled to me, stating that a w'oman of that place 

Tianoed Malikaii, had nn’iTod there with a girl 10 years of age, purchased by 
her from Moti, a profi'ssional woman, residing in the Tjoodiana cantonments. 

2 . On milking imiuiries into the subject, with the view of restoring the girl 
to her parents, 1 find that the cirtaimstance stated by tlic .\rabala police officer 
i.s correct. 

3. Erudosed is a copy of the n^sult of my procwMlings, from which you will 
pereeiv*; that the woman numt'd Moti employetl a Biinjjirsi, who lives a<n*oss the 
Sathladj, to procure two young girls for lu;r ; tluit she hired three men to ac- 
company the Banjara for the puriKise of bringing the girls to her; and that 
when brought she sold one to Miilikfin, and kept the other herself. I have, 
informed the Lahore vjikil that iis the tniffie in slav<*s is contrary to the regula- 
tions of our Governini’nt, I hope his msistt'r will take effectual measures to pre- 
vent his subjet;ts from crossing the frontier, and nwiking the limits of our 
authority a scene for the purehasi' and sale of them ; and havi* deemed it my duty 
to atldrt’ss you 011 the subject, that you muj' take such notice of tbc case as you 
may deem iiticessary as regards the conduct of Midi. 

1 have, &c. 

Loodiana, (signed) C. J\l. ff'ade, 

5 July 1833. Political Agent. 


To Captain Wade, Political Agent, Loodiana. 

Sir, Loodiana, G July J833. 

1 BKG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of .'ith instant. 

As I fully concur with you in the necessity that exists of putting an end to 
the very pernicious traffic of slaves that prevails so mu ch in this neighbourhood, 
I beg to inform you that 1 am xjrepari‘d to ai>ply to the division heaii-quarters 
for a general court-martial, to he assembled for the. trail of the woman Moti, 
if you consider that you can produce sufficient evidence to elucidate the 
facts. • 

The woman has been called on to furnksh securities till I inuy h<‘ar from you 
again. 

(signed) JLC.FaWifuH, 

Major Commanding \Ht Loodiaua. 
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|.i^n.©AK 


To Captain Wade, Political Agent at Loodiana. 

Sir, 

Moti, the pi^on chained by your coQiuiunication of the 5tb instant with 
the purchase and sale of slaves, haring failed to produce hail, I Was compell^ 
to place her in confinement pending your reply to my letter of ,thfe 6th instant. 

Will you do me the favour to furnish the communication called for at your 
earliest convenience, to prevent any unnecessarily lei^hened confinement of the 
prisoner, and I should wish to recehc a list of the evidence by which the change, 
against Moti is to be substantiated. The prisoner having pleaded ignorance of 
the law which attaches criminality to the purchase and sale of slaves, may 
I request you will inform me whether a prohibition agq^^nst such practices has 
been at any time promulgated in the town of Loodiana by the authorities under 
your control ? 

r iifivp 

(signed) k d Faithfully 

Loodiana, 8 July 1833. Major Commanding at Loodiana 


To Major R. C. Faithfull, Commantling at Loodiana. 

Sir, 

I HAVE deferred answering your letter of tlu^ 6th instant, pending a refer- 
ence made by me to Mr. Clerk, the political agent at Ambala, requesting him to 
take the deposition of Malikan, who pur(;hased the girl from Moti. On the 
receipt of Mr. Clerk’s re])ly, which may be expected in a day or two, I will 
send you a list of the evidence on which the information against Moti rests. 
Frequent notices have been issued by me to the authorities in the town, to pre- 
vent the purchase and sale of slaves, and whenever any cases of the kind have 
come to my knowledge, I have taken cver}'^ t;arc to give publicity to th(5 cri- 
minal light in which the traffic is viewed by us, as is well known to the people 
connected with my office. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C. M. ff 'ade, 

Loodiana, 8 July 1833. Political Agent. 


To Major R. C. Faithfully Commanding at Loodiana. 

Sir, 

MAiiiKAN, and the slave girl pur(diased by her, ba\’e been sent here by Mr. 
Clerk. I am now engaged in taking their deposition.^. As it is desirable to 
take the j vidence of the second girl, and of two persons named Sawae and 
Golab, said to be in the service of Moti, and n^siding in cantonments, I shall 
be much obliged to you if you will direct their attendance at my office tc-mor- 
row rooming at nine o’clock. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C. M. Wade, 

lA>odiana, 1 1 July 1833. Political Agent. 


To Captain Wade, Political Agent, Loodiana. 

Sir, 

1 HEREWITH send you under charge of an orderly the young slave girl, and 
the other two persons applied for in your letter of yesterday, 

I 1 have, &e. ' 

' (signed) R. C. FaillfuUy 

Loodiana, 12 July 1833. ^ Major Commanding at Loodiana. 
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To Captain Wade^ Political Agent, Lbodiana. 

Sir, 

Moti, the person charged in yonr letter of the 6th instant, with the purchase 
and ^e of slaves, was confined by my orders on the 6th of the month. 

As 10 days* have now elapsed since the woman was confined, I do not feel 
authorized to keep her under restraint any longer, unless you furnish me with 
such evidence and Information as is necessary to enable me to proceed legally 
against her. * 

I have, &c. 

, (signed) It. C. Faithfully 

Loodiana, 16 July 1B33. Major Commanding at Loo<liana. 


, No. g. ’ 
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To Major R. C. Faithfully Commanding at Loodiana. 

Sir, 

I MAVK herewith the honour to transmit to you, in their original form, the 
whole of the depositions taken by me in the case of Moti, including the pro- 
ceedings of which I forwturdcd you an abstract in my letter of the Sth instant, 
together with a copy of a purwana received from Maharajah Runjit Singh by 
his agent in attendance here, in reply to the reference which was made to him 
with the view of preventing his subjects from engaging in the traffic of slaves 
within the limits of our authority. 

2. Annexed to the deposition is a list of those whose evidence I have taken, 

■with the exception of lloer Singh, the Banjara, who lives across the Sathladj, 
and from whom the ttvo girls were* t)riginall)' purchased. The list in question 
comprises, as far as I can ascertain, the name of every person who appears to 
luive been privy to the transat^tion, and they all cont'ur in charging Moti with 
the sale of the girls, as stated in my letter of the 6tli instont. The deed of 
sale is saifl to have been made out ctnnpulsorily in the name of t'huhnr Singh, 
who was employed to })urehase the girls from across the Sathledj, while it 

appears tliat Moti advanced the moneys and sold the girl to Malikan on her own 

account. 

,3. There is an accordance in the evidence produced Jigainst Moti sufficient, 
in iny opinion, to elucidate the facts with ■which she is charged. The extent to 
which the traffic exists in the vicinity of Loodiana, the cruelty with which it 

has been prosecuted in several recent cases brought to my notice,* and the * Of chiWrea beini 

reputation which the British Gtwernment has involved in the prevention of it, 
induced me to notice the present case, being convinced of )"our co-operation to 
put an end, if j)os.siblc, to a jiractice which is considered criminal in the eye of 
our hiw. 

4. Wherever our own jiurisdiction does not actually exist, we possess no 
other means than such as our influence may confer with the chiefs of the 
country for the suppression of the traffic. On the other hand, it is admitted, 

T believe, that tVjose who rosule within the limits of a British cantonment be- 
come generally subject to the laws of our government. 

5. With regard to the Lahore chief, it will be seen by Runjit Singh*s ob^r- 
vations in reply to the communication which I made to his vakil, that the Mahara- 
jah wishes to discourage the practice. He says, “ 1 have ordered Koer Singh to 
be brought be.fore me, and have directed the parents of the girls to Loodiana, to 
receive back their children. By (iiod’s blessing, infanticide and the traffic in 
■slave girls is iirohibited by the shasters, and 1 am accordingly pleased at the 
liotice which has been taken of the subject. During the last tw'o months I have 
restored nearly 100 children Jo their parents.” 

6. May I trouble you to rettim the enclosed proceedings at yourteonvenience, 
as I have not had time' to copy tliem ? 

, , I have, &c. . : 

(signed) C. M. Wadey 

Looffiana, 15 July 1833, Politi^ Agent. ^ 
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^^R;N:^AI». (Jq Captain IVade, Ppliticiai Ag^pt) ^oodiana. 

.Sir, 

Aorekabx^y to your wish I herewith return you the proceedings, in Pppsiah, 
in the cjuje of the woman Moti. 

i have transmitted a copy of them, wiUi copies of our correspoifdence on the 
subject, for the consideration and orders of Major-general Sir J. Adams, k.c.b. 
commanding thti division. a 

I beg you will favour me with an authenticated copy of the proceedings, ip 
Persian, at your earliest convenience, for deposit with the other records. 

I have, &;c. 

(signed) li. C. FaithfM, 

Loodiana, 18 July IS;!.*!. Major Commanding at Loodiana. 


To Major H. C. Faithfully Commanding at iModiana. 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honour to furnish y'ou with an authenticated eoj)y of the pro- 
ceedings held by me in the case of the woman Moti. 


Loodiana, 20 July 1803. 


I have, &o. 

(signed) C. M. Wadey 

Political Agent. 


To W. Fraticr, Esq. Agent to the Ciovemor-general, Delhi. 

Sir, 

Herewith I beg leave to annex a (lopy of a letter addressed by me to-day to 
th<; political agent at Aubala, together with a copy of the proceedings to which 
it relates. 

2. The plaintiffs arrived here with an optTi purwanah from your office, of 
which a copy i.s enclosed, directing all whom it might concern to facilitate 
them in their search for their children, and the apprehcnsit)n of the jiersons by 
whom they might prove to have been kidnapped. 

3. I shall be glad to know what you wouhl wish to be done with the Baujors 
who are now in the custody of the Lahore, vakil, in attendance nt my office. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C. M. fFade, 

l.iOodiann, 1.5 May 1833. Political Agent. 


To G. R. Clerh, Esri- Political Agent at Anhnla. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the luniour to transmit for jour information a copy of proceedings 
hfdd bj' me in const^quence of two petitions filed in my office; on the 1 5th and 
22d ultimo, the one; bj' Dhana Siugh and Ramsahac, the other by Sidha Sookh 
and (lolah Single, inhabitants of l)(;lhi, prefemng a charge against some Bah- 
nqiias or Banjaras of Akaljmr, near Fulor, across the; Sathladj, of leaving kid- 
napped two girls and one boy, belonging eithe;r to the plaintiffs or their families 
at Delhi. 

2. Immedirtifiy on receipt of these petitions, I communicated with Maha- 
rajah Runjit Singh’s vakil on the subject. He has apprehended and ctmfined 
the persons whom the plaintifls liave charged with having stolen their clvildren, 
and is engaged in iimling some trace of them ; but it seems, on inquiry, tllatthe 
immediate agents concerned in the kidnapping of these and other infants who 
have lately been missing from Delhi m*e subjects of our government and that of 
Patiala,^ viz. Mohar Singh and Esru Singh* Banjars of Khenoura, 16 kos N* W. 
of Delhi, in the Soneput district, and Mohar Singh, joyrahar Singh, Del Singh 
•and Kirpal Singh, Banjaras of Badle, in the Koram district. * 


3. As 



3. As it is desirable that every practicable meacs should be adopted of arrest- No. . 3, 

iag the further course of these inhuman practices, I beg leave to solicit your b E N G A t 

co-operation, and to suggest the expediency of causing the Banjaras, who are 

subjects of Patiala, to be seized and kept in safe custody pending a reference 
to the agent to the Governor-general at Dellii, as those in the Delhi territory 
are subject to, his authority ; and it seems essential to the ends of justice that 
all the parties should appear at one and the same office. So as to admit of the 
case being fully investigated and decided, the Maharajah’s agent is willing to 
sen^ the Banjaras, whom he has in contineflftent, either to Delhi or to your 
office, as Mr. Fraser may be pleased to direct. 

I have, &c. 

(sigiied) C. M. Wade, 

Ijoodiana, 15 May 183.S. Political Agent. 


To Captain JVade, Political Agent, Loodiana. 

Sir, 

1 iJAVK the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 3'our letter of the 15th May, 
and in reph', beg brave to transmit to you co]>y of u letter addressird by me to 
the Govcmor-gc'iierars agent at Delhi, under dat(‘ 15th instant, assuring you of 
nij' host cndesivours to co-operatt* with you in the prevention of this exec*i-ahle 
traffic. 

1 have, &e. 

(signed) G. li. Clerk, 

Anliala Politieal Agent’s Office, Political Agent. 

1“ Ma}' IS.’Kl. 


To /'f'. Fraaer, Esq. Governor-geuerars Agent, Delhi. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to ti’ansmit enclosed a kharita to your address from tin* 
Uajah of Patiala, iu reph' to j'our kharita to that chief's adriress received with 
your letter of thtr 1st April. 

'2. l''i'om a eoiuinuiiication made to me hj' the Patiala authorities, it appears 
tliey have not sneect'ded in traeirig the two children who had been lost in Delhi, 
niui it w'as alleged hatl been traced into the Patiala territoiy, whither it was 
siippos«'d they hatl been earned by the Huuda h’aroslies or Banjaras, but four 
other children hatl been recovered in Patiahih front Banjaras, who state tliat 
they ptireluised them from Pursa and J owahar Gujars of the village Khyoreh, in 
th{‘ Delhi territory. 

3. 1 have directed tht^ four t^hihlrea to bt; forwarded tt) the Patiala vakil 
stationed at Delhi, for tlelivery tt> the magistrate Chere, or as j ou ma}’^ order, and 
I have t'njoincd the llajah to adopt such lueusuros as art^ l)cst calculatt'd to 
abolish the trade iii children. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) (j. R. Clerk, 

Anbalu Political Agent’s Office, Political Agent. 

15 May 1H33. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) G. R. Clerk, 

Political Agent. 


To W. Fraser, Esq. Agent to the Governor-general, DelM. 

Sir, 

^ I UEG leave to state that the plaintiffs whose ease I reporte<l to you on 
1 .5th ultimo, are desirous of knowing whether I have received any reply to 
rofenme^ about them, as they are distressed for the means of subsistence, in, 
consequence of their long absence from Delhi, and anxious to return to tht iv 

I* homes ; 
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homes ; may 1 trouble you therefore for the expression of your sentiments on 
that subject t 

I have, &c. 

(signed) a M. Wade, 

Lioodiana, 27 June 1833. Political Agent. 

No reply received from the Governor -general’s agent to these references. 

(True copfes.) 

(signed) C. M. JVade, 

Political Agent. 


— No. 5. — 


OROKREn, that the officiating agent at Delhi he informed of the remai’k made 
by the G<n ernor-gentT.‘il, and that he be retiuested to report on the subject. 

(True extract.) 

R. II. Scott, 

Officiating Secretary to the Govenunent of Agra. 


Extr-A-CT Agra Judiciae Narrative (N. W. P.) dated 16 October, 

(No. 16) 1837. 

Para. 88 . The proceedings noted in the margin relate to certain female cdiildrcn 
discovered in a state of slaver)' by Ihe, joint magistrate of Ka-sheepore. Tin* judge 
of Moradabad having apidied for instrii(;tions to the Sudder Dcwfinny Adawlut, 
that court made a refcrimce on the subject, and suggested the e\]>( (lieney of 
making some provision to meet eases of the nature in question ; it appeared, 
however, to the Lieutenant-governor, tliat th»( jirovisions of Regulation III. 
of 1832, entirely iin't the ca-se, as stated by the joint miigistratc, the importation 
of slaves from Almondi (which luis been a British province since the enactment 
of Regulation X. of 1811) being illegal and criminal. 


Extract from the Procee^dings of the Lieutenant-governor of the N. W. 
Provimx's, in the (Jriminal Branch of the Judicial Department, dated 
31 July 1837- 

(No. 636.) 

From 11. H. Ilnrinrjton, Esq. Registrar, Nizamut Adawlut, to J. Thomason, 
Esq. Officiating Si'cretary to the* Honourable the Lieutenant-governor, in 
the Judicial Department, Ayrn, dated 14 June 1837- 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the court to n*quest that you will submit for the. considera- 
tion and orders of the Honourable the Lieutenaut-governor the accompanying 
copies of a letter and its enclosure from the sessions judge of Morailabad, under 
date the *20tU tdlimo. 

2. The, (tourt undei*stand t’nat the w'holc tiuestion connected with slavery in 
this country, including that of the. sale- and pundiase of cliildren with a view 
to nuike th(*m slaves, or for other purposes, is at present under the considera- 
tion oi the Indian Law Commissioners, and will no doubt be provided for in 
the new t.'rimiu;;! Code. ; tht'y observe, however, that the existiitg regulatiu ns con- 
tain no s])e.citic rule for the guidance of the criminal authorities iu cases of the 
nature of those now brought to their iu>tice by the se.ssions judgii of Mora dabad, 
and which, jtheri^ is reason to believe, are of very common occurrence, albd they 
would therefore suggest for his Honour’s consideration the expediency of some 
provision being speedily made with a view to meet such cases. 

* I have, &c. 

(signed) H. B. tiarinytm, R^^trar. 


Allahabad, 14 June 1837. 
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(No. 44.) 

From S. Tayler, Esq. Sessions Judge, Zillnh Moradabad, to //. Ji. Itarington, 

Eaq. Registrar to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, N, W. P., Allahnhad^ ^ted 
20 June 1837- 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to submit co^jy of a hotter received from the officiating 
joint jnagistrate at Kasheepqor, and request that you will obtain for me the 
opinion of the court on the propriety of disposing of the children in the mode 
adojjted by that officer ; an appeal has be»;n preferred to 1113 ' court from the 
ordev passed by the officiating joint magistrate ; aiul as no defence was allowed 
the woman who had purchased the children, the cases have beem returned, 
with orders to nuike a more full inquiry. Shonhl the fact be* establishc^d, there 
can b«i no doubt that the childrtui should be taken from the women, and 1 am 
not aware if there be any better mode of jiroAitling for the ehildrtm than 
p(!rmitting tlu' magistrate to make them over to respcctabh^ families, under 
engagements to support them. 

In Macnaghte.n’s Book, JVlohurannidan Ljw, the sale, of children is declared 
illegal. 1 would further retpiest the opinion of the court regimding the crimi- 
nality of this offimee, atul \vhethcr the pin*chasers may nt»t h<^ comsidcred guilty 
of a mis(U*mcanor. 

Mr. Fagan has punisht^fl two women under Regulation III. of JH 3 i!. This 
regulation is totalh' inapplicable to the sale of c-hildren not imported, .anti his 
sentence must be ret ersetl. I consider, howtwer, that they maj" be punished for 
a mi.sdemeanor. 

I have, &e. 

Zillah Moradabad, (signed) 71. Tayler. 

Sessions .ludgt's’ Office, 2 (» June 18.37. Sessif)ns Judge. 


From C. Fagan, Esq. Offitnating Joint Magistrate' of Kashceporc, to li. Tayler, 
Esq. Sessions Judge, AJoradabad, tinted 2-1 May 18.‘>7. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward bj' this day’s dak tlu* proet't'dings called for in 
jajur roobkartu* of the Ibth instant. 

In the course tjf last month, two degraded wt*iuen of this town, whose pro- 
fessions anti means t)f livelihotul tletamtw forbids me tt) mention, were convicted 
of buj'ing a young girl as a slave, anti st'uteneed to punishment act^ording to 
the provisit)ns of Regulation HI. t)f 1832. 

The particulars of that case convintjctl me that this abominahlt' ]mictice t)f 
Htdling anti buying slaves prevailed to a gi’cat t'xtent in this towai, .and the in- 
formation which 1 subsetjuently eollectetl etmfirmetl mj' suspicions. 

To bring this matter tt) the proof, 1 issued a search -w.aia'.aul, anti e.veeuted it 
mj'self. 'fhe restilt was, that I diset)veretl secreted in the houses of tht* 
abautlonetl wt)mtjn 1 / female children ; of tht^se in one closet at t)ne 1 found fLmr 
shut under lt)ck and key. 

The ages t)f the gtmerality of these children consistt'd t)f from tnght to ten 
years. There were twt> or three of a still mort' tt'nder agt'. 

Their deptwitions were ttiken in tine form, and after rht'j' had recovered from 
their momtaitarj^ alarm, thej’^ delivered them with the greatest clearness and 
freedom. In fact so perfectly free were they from all restraint, tliat it became 
neoessarv' to check their extraordinary cheerfidness. 

Tiny stated, ii» the frankest manner, their original names, tbeir place of 
residence in the hills of Kamaeii, the various names and castes of their parents ; 
that thf) latter had sold them to the vile set of women above alluded to into 
slavery, and slavery- of the worst kind, that of prostitution; manj- of them 
mentioned the exact sums for which they had beeu bought and sold, and bore 
testimony to the existence of papers^ authenticatiug the transaction between 
the parties. 

As therefore these children had been so cruelly abandoned by their parents, * 
238. L 2 and 
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and were thrown eo helidessly on the world, it hecaane =iny bocmdeQ! duty as a 
magistrate to make the best arrangement for their future wejb&re, persomd and 
moral, tiiat. circumstances would admit of. ' 

I have accordingly consigned them, under the most strict obligations, to 
respectable Hindoos with families; and strongly impressed as I am that this effort 
of mine to rescue those unfortunate children from degradation |uid misery, is 
in accordance with every principle of justice and every feeling of humanity, I 
sincerely trust that it will not he considered misplaced or rmidered nugatory, nor 
can I anticipate any other result, for however anxious the pothas may be to 
recover their trading capital, they did not appear to me to be possessed of^ any 
legal, natural, or moral right, and I should have considered myself a party to 
their abominable traffic if 1 had issued an order re-consigning these unproteated 
and helpless cliildren to their tender mercies. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) C. Fagan, 

Kashccporc Joint Magistrates’ Officie Officiating Joint Magistrate. 

24 May 1837- 


Oroered, that the following letter be addressed to the registrar of the Niza- 
mut Adawlut. 

(No. 18P.) 

From J. Thomason, Esq. Officiating Secretary to tlu; Honourable the I.ieutenant- 
governor, N. W. P., to 11. B. llarington. Esq. Registrar, Nizfunut vVdawlut, 
Allahabad, dated 31 July 1837- 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the. Honourable tbe Lieutenant-governor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter (No. G 3 (») of the J4t.h June', submitting correspondence 
from the sessions judge of Moradabad, regarding the sale of children who were 
eliscovered in the jurisdi(!tion of the*, joint magistrate e)f Kasheepore. 

2. With reference to the: e;a8es mentioned in para. 3 of the joint magistrate’s 
letter, dateel 24t.h May, and possiblj^ with referene;e to the very ca.se in which 
an appeal was preferre:el te) the se:s.sions judge, 1 am directcel to e)bserve that, as 
the circumstances are stateel by the officiating joint magistrate, the provisions 
of Regulation 111. 1832 would seem entirely to meet the case. Almeuah has 
e:ertainly been constituted a British province since the enactment of Regulation 
X. 1811, and therefore the importation of slaves from it is illegal and criminal. 
'Pile court are requested to point this out to the sessions judge of Moradabad, 
who does not appear to have sufficiently juiverted to this fact. 

I am, &c. 

, (signed) J. Thomason, 

Agra, 31 July 1837. Officiating Secretary. 


Extract from the Proceedings of the Lieutenant-governor of the North 
Western Provinces, in the Criminal Branch of the Judicial Department, dated 
29 August 1837. 

(No. 776 ) 

From 11. B. llarington, Esq. Registrar, Nizamut Adawlut, to J. Thomason,'^f\, 
Officiating Secretary to the Honourable the Lieutenant-governor, North 
W'estem Pi;ovinces, Agra, dated 1 1 August 1837. 

Sir, ' 

I AM directed ])y the court to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (No.1,89,) 
under date the 31st ultimo, on the subject of the coircspondence with the 
sessions judge of Moradabad, which accompanied my letter to your address 
of the 14th idem, 

• 2. In reply, I am directed to request that you will submit, for the Information 
of the Honourable the Lieutenant-governor, the annexed copy of the orders 

is^abd 
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* * 

is8ued. b7 the ccmrt to the s^sions judge of Moradohad, on the date abov«yinkii> 
tioned, whidi was omi^d to be forwarded with my letter to you of that date. 
From the copy of the Court’s letter to the Commissioner of the then 7th division, 
which was communicated to Mr. Tayler for his information and guidance, it will 
he observed that a similar reference having been made by that officer, it was 
pointed out to^him that it must depend upon the particular circumstances of 
each case, whether it came witliin the provisions of Regulation III. of 1832; 
but that in dispo^ng of such cases it should be taken into consideration, 
whetlier the persons concerned had been guilty of a misdemeanor so as to l>ring 
them within the provisions of any other enactment than that above mentioned, 
and Mr. Tayler was desired, therefore, in deciding the cases which gave rise to 
his jrcfCTence, to pass such orders in each as, with advertence to the instruc- 
tions laid down in the Court’s letter to tlic Commissioner of the 7th division, 
and the regulations bearing on the point, he might ctonsider just and proper, 
}tnd conformable to law, leaving any imrty dissatisfied with his decision to 
a])peal from it in the usual course. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) H. Ji. ITarinffton, 

Allahabad, 1 1 August 1 837- Registrar. 


(No. C35.) 

From II. B. ITarhigton, bisq. Registrar, Nizamut Adawlut, to B. Tayler, Esq. 

Sessions Judge of Moradahad, dated 14 July 1837- 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receijit of your letter (No. 04), under date 
the 20th ultimo, with its enclosures, from the officiating joint magistrate of 
Kasheepore, requesting the opinion of tht^ Court ris to the })roper tjourse of 
proctreding to be obsc*rved by you in the cases therein referred to. 

2. In re])ly, I am directed to transmit, for your information and guidance, the 
accompanying copy of a letter, addressed by order of the Court, under date 
the Kitli May, 1834, to the Commissioner of the then 7th division, on a similar 
reference from that officer, and to request that, with advertence, to the instruc- 
tions therein contained, you will exercise your own judgment in disposing of 
the cases which form the subject of your letter, and proceed to pass such orders 
thereon as you may consider just and proper, conformable to the regulations 
bearing on the points in ciuestion, leaving any party who may be dissatisfied 
witli your decision to appetil from it in the usual course. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) II. B. Ilarinqton, 

Allahabad, 14 July 1837. Registrar. 


(No. 83.) 

From FT. Jackson, Esq. Registrar, to R. Tilghnian, Esq. Commissioner of the 



I AM dirt^cted to acknowledge, the receipt of your letter, under date the 8th 
instant, enclosing copy of a letter from the magistrate of Banda, and the pro-, 
ceedings in certain oases referred to by him. 

2. The Court observe that the decision of the point re^eired,. vi*. whether 
the cases in question came within the provisions of Regulation III. 1832, or 
not, d((]pends entirely on the' circumstances elucidated in each tridl, and they 
are therefore of opinion that it will be better for the magistrate to pass such 
Older as may^ appear to him just and proper, leaving any person who may think, 
himself aggrieved thereby to prefer his appeal in the usual course. 

^ In (tisposing of the cases, . the magistrate will, of course, take into con- 
‘*W^htion .whether the, peraohs aepusod.have been guilty of a misdemeanor, so 
' ' ' i'3 ^ ■ as 
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8t& to bring tiiem within the provisions of any other criminal regulation, as 
well as of l^gulation III. 1832. 

4. With regard to the disymsal of the children in the event of their being 
taken from the persons in whose possession they w’ere found, I am direeted to 
refer you to the provisions of section 4, Regulation X. 1811. 

5. The Court cannot sanction the rule which you have preferred, in con- 

currence with the magistrate, for requiring the voluntary transfer of cliildren 
by their parents to be registered at the nearest thaunah. Should the magistrate 
consider such a rule nec<>ssar 5 ', you will request him to submit a regulation to 
this e.ff(H!t in the usual form, in which he can, if he thinks proper, include 
provisions for rcanedying the defects in the present state of the law on this 
subject. „ 

6. The proceiHliugs which accompanied 3 'our letter arc herewith returned. 


Allahabad, IG Maj’’ 1834. 


(True copies.) 


1 have, &c. 

(signed) Welbj/ Joclmn, 

Registrar. 


(.signed) 

The foi’egoiug letter rc'quires no order. 


JI. It. IJarou/ton. 

Registrar. 


Extract JnniciAi. Despatch toIten(/t(t. dated 2 May (No. !i) 18.38. 

Debtor Slavt-iy, Para. 1 3. W ic observe with satisfaction tht; tueasunis whieh havt^ graduall)'^ been 
taken for abolishing the ]>riictie<> of ilebtor slavery, which hatl been ])revalent 
in the TciinjisstTim provinetis. Under that jtractice a ]jei;f^on, on failure iu 
peetmiary ('ngageiiients, heeannt tin; dehtor-shive of tmother. The first steps 
towards tlu' tiorretgion of so vicious a sy^stem, were to provide for a rtgistra- 
tion of all such slaves, and for a jtrogressive litjuidiition of the debt, so that, 
finally, the term of slavery might be worked out. Mr. Blundell conceived that 
the time had arrived when, from a fi.ved date. viz. 1st July 183r>, the courts of 
justice might be authorized to refuse the recognition of any' new instance of 
debtor slavery; we highly a])prov<! of llu- caul ion and judgment with wliich 
this gr<'at rt^fonn in the usages mid inainu;rs of the people has been carried into 
effect, and we ))lat;o entire reliance on tlu* prudent and moderate course of 
jiroeeeding whieh Mr. Bluiulell jiroposed to a«lopt against the viire of gambling, 
to which, in common with the Mala>s, thej' are almost universally so much 
iuldicted 


KxT.i.icT JumejAe Despatch to India, dated 24 June (No. U) 184(), 

A'jpa Judicial N^lrrAtiv^^ autcfj gf) May, Para. G/. W E jipprovc of those instructions by which it 

provided that « father Iasi all right of control over his 

RitDy TDlativi' to the uisposnl ot suits ior IlclYiriSi^ Solcl jU' 1% ilint tJlC" p\iri*llcXSCr cKXjjUirCfl 

, 1)0 recovery ol slaves, iio sucih rificlit, the daughter Ixdng fre(‘ to return to her father 

ornt)t, as i<he herself might prefer. 


Extract, p. 

Slavery in Assatii. 
Leg. Con>. 
l April 183^, 

No- 3 to 4. 


Extract Lt-oisuATiVK Letter from dated 2 1 October (No. 24) 1839. 

yir hnve reft'rred, for the consideration of the Commissioners, in connexion 
with the gonernl subject oi slavery iu India, eopii's of the accompanying papei-s 
respecting sla»rery iu Assam. 


t.cc. C ons. 

June 

SiK It JO 14, not 
eceivi 


'*1. 

Extract Leoisuative Letter fromhudia, dated 16 November (No. 19) 1840. 

Pfira 33.^ We: also tran.sinitted to the LaW Commission the papers noted on tbe 
margin, being extracts of our j)roceedings in the Secret and Political Depart- 
•ments, on the subject of slavery in Assam. 
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E^ctbact from the Prockebinos of the Honourable tlie President of the 
Council of India in Council, in the Legislative Department, dated tjie 
1st April 1SS9. 

(No^5160 

Prom F. J. Holliday^ Esq. Secretary to the Government of Benyal, to Fn Mil-* ^o. 12 . 
letty Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Judicial Depart- 
ident, dated 19 March lfR39. 


Sir, 


On the 28th February 1834, the C'onimissioiK^r in Assam, Mr. T. C. Robertson, Judicial Depart- 
submitted to Government a proposed Rule regarding the sal<^ of slav(^s in 
satisfaction of Decrees of Court/' to tlu; c‘ffe(?t that slaves the property of an 
insolvent defendant, should be apprsiisc'd, and a sum equivalent to their estimated 
value paid to the plaintiff, by Government, in satisfaction of bis decree, the 
Government to lx* indemnified for tlu^ sum thus disbursed by the labours of 
the slav(% either in jmblic works or in hire to individuals at i!ertain rates ; 
the sum realized in this maniitr, aft<*r deducting cost of suhsisUMU’e, was to he 
carried to the ca’edit of each slave, who w as to be. held entitled to emancipation, 
upon the jiriucnjial of the sum originally paid by Government being mad<‘ good. 

2d. In reply to this suggestion, the Government, on the 25th August 
remarked as follows, “ The f>ubject of the state of slavery and bondsmen will be 
taken into cxinsidcratioii hcreaftci’ ; in the mc^antime, the Viee-presidemt in 
Council desires that tb(‘ courts wall abstain from scaling slaveys in satisfaction of 
decrees or for any otlui’ object." 


3d. Here thc^. inattcu' rc^sted until the discussion of tlu' Rulers of Practice 
for the Administration of Justice in Assam," wliicdi werci jiromulgated on the 
()th Deccmibcr 1836. 

4th. In submitting on the 29tli -luly 1836 a draft of thc'se rules, the Court of 
Sudclcr Dewanny Adawlut iiroposcxi a rule (No. 10 of the draft) on the* subject, 
on which, in his rcqily of the 25tli October following, Lord Auc?kland remarkecl 
as follows : 


His Lordship is not prepared to pass this section, 
great and gen ur al importance*, and must be taken up as a 
whole, by the Supreme Government; but he considers it to 
be within his compeUnice to declare that all sales of per- 
sons us slaves, shcdl bc'. illegal and void from the date on 
which these rulers of practice? shall come into operation in 
Assam, tbe^ sec^tion tlierefore will stand as on the margin. 


The subj(n.!t is one of .Section 10 , Slavci 

Sect. 1 o. From the date on ivliich these rti] 
of practice shall come into operation in Assa 
all courts of justice shall bold all sales of perso 
as slaves, to be illegal and void, and no suit 
reclaim the services as a b<mdsmari or woman 
the person so sold, shall be received in a: 
court, on the plaint of any party." 


5th. The Sudder (kmrt. in their answer to the 


Sect. 9. rromand after the date on which these ru. 
of practice shall be promulgated in Assam, all sales 
persons us slaves shall he deemed illegal and void, and 
suit to rccLiini tlic stM-viccs <»f a slave, or bondsman, 
bondswoman, so sold aftcT the date above specified, 
be received or entertai’oed in any court, on the plaint 
any person. Provided, however, tlial this prohibiti 
&hnll not be eonstrned to extend to any sale or bond tl 
may i:ave been regularly executed according to the law 
Uie province, or established usage, previously to the pi 
mulgalioii oi tliese ru i<$. And the several courts of ju»ti 
are and directed to entertain such suits 

Ju-retotorf, and in deciding the same the courts are to, 
governed by the law ond usage under which the said sa 
ami bondn were prepaied and executed.” 


letter Inst qiioU^il, viz. on tile 1 1 th Novenilier 
1836, recommentletl that the course projiosed 
by Mr. Robertson (one of the jud{j;es) in a 
minute recorded by him on the. occasion, should 
be adopttnl, viz., that tin* loctU officers should be 
consultt^d before a rule for the vu’tual abolition 
of slavery was passed, but if this were considered 
objectionable, the Court jiroposed that tlic rule 
should lie altered to the tenns laid down in 
the 3d pa.ra{j;raph of their letter giving it a pro- 
spective effect only. 

^ith. In this proposition the Governor, on the 22<1 November 1836, acqniescetl, 
and directed that the rules should be printed with the slavery section, in the 
terms suggested by the Court, unless they should still be of opinion that it 
was woper to consult the Iqpal authorities uixm the revision of the rule. 

7 t}n C)n the 2 d December 1836 the Court repliexl by advising tfiat the local 
authorities should be consultetl ; they were, even doubtful whetlier, under the 
..^ct of Parliament, it would not be njecessary to refer first to the home autho- 
ntios. 

8 th. Accordingly, on the 6 th Deceml>er 1836, Lord Auckland directed the 
Court to consult the local authorities, and in the meanwhile his Lordship* 

» 38 . 14 caused 
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,! 3 , cauBed the ^ Rules ” to be printed and promulgated, omitting the slavery section 

BIKsoaL. altogether. 

9 th. Nothing more was done until the 13th February 1838, when the subject 

coming incidentally under the notice of the late deputy governor, the Court of 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut were called upon to expedite the transmission of the 
report of the local officers’ opinion on the slavery rule- ^ 

10 th. This report has now been submitted, and but for an oversight which I 
am now instructed to remedy, would have been, at an earlier date submitted for 
the consideration of the Supreme Government. ^ ^ 


tL. P. Civil Cons. 25 Augrust 1834, No. 13^0 35. 

Proceedgs. 22 Nov. J83H, „ j2 & 13. 

,, C Dec. 1 83(1, „ 4 ^ 5. 

„ 25 April 1837, „ 7^' 8. 

„ (i July 1837, 1 2. 

„ 17 Oct. 1837, „ 28 „ 2CJ. 

Oflg. Rogr. Sudr. Dewy. Adt., dated 3 Nov. 1837. 
Assam Commissioner - 8 Dec. 1837. 

Letter to Regr. Sudr. Dewy. Adt. - 1 3 i cb. 1 838. 

Letter from ditto - ditto - 
Assam Commissioner - - - 

I Oftg. Rcgr. Sudr. Dewy. Adt. 
j To diuo Offig. Secy. Mily. Dcpl. - 
1 From ditto and ditto - ditto 


16* Mar. 1838. 

() Apr. 1838. 
22 Dec. 1837. 

13 Ivbe 1838. 

14 April ar.d 
7 May i«:}8. 


To the lUgr, Sudr. Dewy, and Ni- 

zuimit Adt. . - - - 29 Apr. 1838. 

Regr. Sudr. Dewy. Adt. - - 27 .luly 1838. 

Abistraet by Mr. G. C. Plowdeti - 4 Nov. 1838. 


nth. I have now the honour to forward, in 
original, the papers noted in the margin,* 
which include the report above alluded to, 
and the rules for the gi'adual abolition of sin- 
very in Assam, proposed by Mr. Ck)inniissioiier 
Jenkins. 

I have, &c. 


(signed) F. J. ITalliday, 

Fort William, 19 March 1839. Sec>' to the Gov' of Bengal. 


Ko. 3 . Minute by the Honourable T. C. lidhertaon, Rsq. dated 29 March 1839. 

As my own jilan for the gradual extinction of slavery in Assam is already on 
record, and will be found among these pajicrs, sec, 1 ()., of the rules for the adini- 
ni.stration of civil justice, as they were first sent up to Government, I forbear 
from rccorj|ing anything further on the .subject until I hear the merits of the 
whole question discussed in CVniiicil. 

T beg to draw attention to a letter bearing the signature of the late Mr. Scott, 
hut not sent in, having bec'n found after his death among his papens. It will he 
seen that lu' reckons a sum of 30 or 40 lacks to be necessary for the redemp- 
tion of all the slaves in Lower Assairi and Sylhet ; and it is only by some such 
j)aymcnt that the imnuHiiate extinction of slaver}- can be effected without 
lUscrcdit to i. lovt^mnient. 

I agree with Captain Jenkins in thinking th.at the law in its existing state 
will graduall}', though slowly, effect the same end. 

(signed) T. C. Robertsov, 

29 March 1839. 


No. 4. 


K JL**gislative 
Department. 


(No. 112 .) 

From J. P. Grant, Esq, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to 

J. C. C. Siitherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, dated 

1 April 1839. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the President in Council to forward to yon, 
to h(i laid before the Indian Law Commissioners, and to be considered by them 
in connexion with the general subject of slavery in India, the accompanying 
cojiy of a Icf ier from the secreta^ to the Government of Bengal, dated 19th 
ultimo, with its enclosures, in original, relative to slavery in Assam ; a copy <jf 
a minute ri'cordi d thereon by the Honourable Mr. Robertson, dated 2 lkh *ult. 
is likewise herewith submitted. 

2 . You will be pleased to return the^ original papers herewith sent, when 
no longer required by the Commissioners. • 

, I am, ifec. 

Council Chamber, (signed) J. T. Grant, 

1 April 1839. Officiating Sec? to the Gov^of India. 




, = ' ' No,'; 4. "-i- 

M A D R A S. 


Slavery amongst the Portuguese Inhabitants of Anjet ^ ; — ^Trial of a. Person 
eliurged with stealing a Child from the Town of Pmulicherry ; — Condition of 
the Chermurs, or Rustic Slaves, in Malabar. 


Extract Judicial Letter from Fort St. George, dated 11 October (No. 11 ) 

1837. 

Para. 30. The Resident in Travancore and Cochin having recommended to 
us that the system of slavery lately discovered to exist among the Portuguese 
inhabitants of Anjengo should be ]irohibitetl, and the whole of the present 
slav('s emancipated, thiiir owners being reimbursed the amount they originally 
paid for them, we transmitted a copy of his communication, with certain letters 
from the court of Foujdaree Adawlut on the subject of slavery in general, to the 
Government of India, with a request that the same might bo referred for the 
consideration of the Law' Commissioners. 


Extract Legislative Letter from India, dated 7 February (No. 4) 1838. 

Para. 78 . In connexion with the subject noticed in para. 32 of our despatch 
(No. 4 ) 29th February of 1836 , we forwarded to the Law Commissioners, for 
their consideration, copies of a communication from the government of Fort St. 
George, and of its accompanying papers, relative to the system of slavery exist- 
ing among the Portugue.se inhabitants of Anjengo, within the limits of the 
British territories, and to slavery in general, as it prevails in the several pro- 
vinces subject to that presidency. 


Extract Judicial Despatch to Fort St. George, dated 27 January (No. 4 ) 

1841. 

Para. 67 . We apj)rove of your having transmitted the papers to the Govern- 
ment of India, with whom we are in communication on the subject of slavery. 
But 3 JOU will, nevertlieless, take care to prevent, or put a stop to, any improper 
practices which may prevail among the people under your government. 


^ixTRACT^ from the Proceedings of the Right hoii. the Governor-general of 
India in Council, in the Legislative Department, under date 17 July 1837. 

• (No. 629 .) 

From H. Chamicr, Esq. Chicsf Secretary to the Govemment pf Fort St. George, 
to the Secretary to the Government of India ; dated ® dtt'ntt 1837. 

J l’* * 

directed b^ the Right hon. tlie Governor in Council to transmit to^yvHOi, 
for the consideration and orders. of the Right hon^< the Governor-general of India 
iq Council, the accompanying copy Of a lettar from the resident in I'ravanoore 
and Cochin, relative to the system of slavery lately discovered to exist among the 
Portughese inhabitants of Anjengo, witinn the limits of the British territories. 
338. '.M , ■ , As 


. No., 4.«- 

Madras; 


Slavery at An- 
jeiigo. 


Slavery at Ah« 

Leg# Cons. ; 
17 July 1837^ 
Nos. 1 to 4. 


Letter from» di 
11 Oct^^No. 1 

1837 - 

(30.) Slaver)*. 


No. 1, 


Judicial Depai 
luent. 

4 May 1837. 

# 
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jN6» 4, As the draft Act for prohibiting the importation of slaves by land, transmitted 
J^ADHAS.. better of the 17th November 1835, has been referred for tlie considera- 

tion of the Law Commissioners, whose attention, in the course of their labours, 
must necessarily have been drawn to the subject generally, it would seem ad- 
visable also to refer to them, the papers now forwarded ; and with the view of 
placing those gentlemen in possession of every information on jtius important 
ram the Sudder Adawluji^ lo May 1833I Requested to subject, I am further directed to transmit the 
rotn tile Board of Revenne, 13 Dec. 1819/ be returned, accompanying letters and their enclosures, re- 
’ r , * . ■ ^ Oct, 1836. ceived at different periods, from the Court of 

Imutes of Consultation thereon, 15 Nov. 183G. Adawlut add the Board of Revenue, 

• relative to the subject * f slavery generally, as it exists in the various provinces 

subject to tlic Presidency of Fort of St. George. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) H. Cfinmier, 

■ Fort St. George, 6 .Tune 1837. Chief Secretary. 


No. 3 . 
Inclosurce 


■he Superintendent of Police at 
iLHjengo to the Tlesldent, dated 
8th April 1837. 

lie Resident to the Superin-* 
endetit of Police^ dated 29th 
ipril 1837. 

'he Superintendent of Police to 
be Resident, dated jst iSlay 


«37- 


(No. 31.) 

From J. S. Fraser, Colonel, Resident of Travancxn'e and Cochin, to tlie Chief 
Secretary io Government, Fort Si. Ceorge', dated 4 May 1837. 

Sir, 

Pam. 1. I BEQUEST you will be so gofjd as to submit to Govern- 
ment the correspondence noted in the margin, and to acquaint me 
whether it will not bo considered right, since the territory of Aujongo 
belongs to the honourable Company, tliat the system of slavery which 
appears to have immemorially jirevailcd tluTe, should he now dis- 
cout, iinied, and positively jirohibited in future. 

2. Ill this case it may -be jiroper also, that the whole of the present 
slaves should be emancipated, reimbursing their owners for the 
amount they originally paid for them. 

Resident’s Office, Travaudrum, (signed) J. S. Fraser, 

4 May 1 837. Resident. 


(No. 3.) 

FroiA Thomas A. Philip.’^z, Esq. Siqierintendcnt of Police at Anjengo, to 

J. S. Fraser, Colonel, Resident of Tracancore and Cochin Trivandrum ; dated 

28 April 1837. 

Sir, 

I BFu leave to bring to your notice, that a jiractice, infringing the laws, appears 
to be in existence amongst the inhaliitants of Anjengo, of buying human beings 
and making them tlieir slaves ; and this kind of purchase, I find, is effected from 
the utmost poverty of tlie lowest class of individuals, who readily ofler to sell 
their offsprings for the sake of money. 

The inhabitants treat their slaves inhumanly, and consider themselves to have 
a control over tlicm, and over their issue, even while they do not give them the 
means of living, aiid while such slaves maintain themselves, without depending 
upon their puicliusers. It is my intention, thenrforc, to issue a proclamation, 
forbidding all the irregularities above described, provided it would meet with 
your approval. 

• I have, &c. 

Anjengo Police Office, (signed) Thxmas A. Philipet^ 

28 April 1 837. Superintendent of Polme. 
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(No. 7X6.) 


From J. S. Fraser, Colonel, Resident, Travandrum, to Superintendent of Police 

at Anjcngo ; dated 29 April 1837. 

Sir, 


Para. l. In reply to your letter No. 3, under date the 28th instant, I request 
that you will, with the least practicable delay, give me further information in 
regard to the subject on which you have addressed me, and, with this view, I 
transmit a form, which you will be so good as to fill up« 


,2. As it is of great importance, and that the case involves, as you yourself 
observe, an infringement of the laws, you are directed to state why you have 
not earlier reported it to me, or whether you ever did so to, any former resident. 


Nt>. 4r, 
MADRAS. 


Resident’s Office, Trivandrum, 
29 April 1837. 


Yours, &c. 

(signed) S. Frast r, 

Resident. 


(No. 6.) 

From Thomas A. Philipsz, Superintendent of Police, Airjenffo, to Colonel 

J. S. Fraser, Resident of Traoancore and Cochin, Trioandrum ; dated 1 May 

1837. 

Sir, 

AoREEADnY to the first para, of your letter. No. 715, of the 20th ultimo, I beg 
leave to ft)rward herewith a List of the slaves at Anjengo. 

With reference to the second paragraph of your aboA csaid letter, I l»eg leave to 
stale that, with exception of tin; reports I have made to you and Mr. Cassamajor, 
through my letters of th(! IStli September 1835 and Slst March 183G, 1 had no 
otlier subject to make a report about the purchase of slaves, as it appears that sic or 
the inhabitants of Anjengo have kept the matter ratlicr secret, and it is only now 
that i have come to understand of the case, by the few complaints rticeived from 
certain slaves, as to the bad treatment they have suffered from their purchasers. 

I have, &c. 

Anjengo Police Office, (signed) Thomas A. Philipsz, 

1 May 1837. Superintendent of Police. 


(True copies.) 

(signed) J. S Fraser, Resident. 
(True copies.) 

(signed) H. Chamicr, Chief Secretary. 
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CORBESPOJfDENCE OJ? THE SLAVE TBABE^ 



j)itAM£S of PERSONS 
who hare Purchased ar still possess 
Slaves* 


Of what Description, 

' whether Names Whether 

Porlugu^, Country born, ^ each Individual Male 

and in the latter case, of what Slave. or Female, 

particular Caste. 



HK Fran^ Bodiiguas • 


Native Portuguese - 


Francisco 


14 Moscoovah 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mr. Domingo Hodngucs, deceased, and now 
possessed hy his nephew, Mr. Noe. 

Mrs, Magdelina Fernandes, deceased, and how 
possessed hy her son, Mr. F. Anthony Fer- 
nandes. 

Padre Salvador Heiuedios, deceased, and now 
possessed by liis cousin, hlr. F. Anthony Fer- 
nandes. 

Diogo Francisco Fernandes - - - - 

SagHum lloouiincc Aliranda • - • - 

Mr. Philip Wesp ------ 

Air. hiiguel Fernandes, deceased, and now 
possessed by his relation, Padre Lawrense 
Sha. hopez. 

Ditto - 


- • Ditto • • - 

- - Ditto - • - 

- - Ditto - - - 

- - The former, ditto ; and Shavarecah 
the latter, French extrac- 
tion. 

Native Portuguese - - Domiuga 


Silvestrah 

Kestah 


• - Ditto 


7'Iiorraycar 
- ditto - 
Country bom 


Botli native Portuguese 


Mathawndenh 


Shavareah 


ilasteeanal) 

JMui’cilino 


0t> *) 

60 lEloovurs 
40 J 

(iO Modicoovah 


70 1 l-kiloovalee 


StO I JMooroovaii 


a - Ditto - 

15 - Ditto - 

10 - Ditto - 

45 Tandan - 


35 I Cliunambos Paratce • 


Ditto - # - • 

Ditto - - - . 

Francisco Shuvicr Fernandes 

Air. Salvador Prandenbourg 
Anthony Alirauda 

Francisco Shavicr X.obo 

.Messcear Salvador de Cruz 


Shavarionootoo, deceased, and now possessed by 
hij> relatives, 

AT riano Cruz ------ 

Saganym Alaracan, deceased, and now pos- 
sessed by his family. 

Piohay (Jijvo<iuon, deceased, and now possessed 
by Ins son. 

Atidray, deceased, and now po.shessed by bis 
daughter. 

Ditto - - 

Joseph Caenaing ------ 

Cachoo ftbavarceah - - - . - 


- Ditto 


I’aiathafi 

Couinry born 
'i’liorraycar 

Paralhar 


'J'horraycar 
- Ditto 

• Ditto 


Alv. J, Z. Lopez - 
S. Tamacaircn Fernandes 

Madavadcan Davido • 


. Ditto 
Paralhar 

Thorraycai 


Country born 
Thon-sycar 


Thotuasiah 


- I Dominga 


- I Tbertzia 


'I'honiasia 


Bastinah 

Alartiia 

Tatiiacanee 


- Alloixo 

• Tamarairci 

- Sha\arccaii 


Sbuveear 


Salvador 


GO Kloovatie 

25 C’hunatnboo piretie - 

30 (bivarrachee 

25 {’iiunaniboo Paiavuii 

12 Eloovatcc 

7 Shavellacor 

IJ Aloocoovab * '■ 

35 Pananchanatic - 

21 Chnnambo Parntec - 


40 I lilouvatee 


3.5 Cavarachee 
40 Aloocoovali 

60 - Ditto - 

40 Kvalouvatco 

31 Feioovan 

0 Moocoovah 


15 Mooct'i.vab 
0 - Ditto - 





















AIf©AMEAStlRES^TAKEN FOB I'FS ABOLITION. 



When Purchased. 


About the year 1802 
TJ okoowa • 

• Ditto 

1822 - 

J83« - 

17 October 1831 - 
1832 - 

Unknown 

- Ditto 

About the year 1702 

About 1819 - 

ITiiknowii 
About 1810 - 

J July 1831 - 

1831 - 

2S July 1832 


17 April 1810 
1800 - 


1800 - 
G January 1830 

I Julv 1832 - 


is;n - 
1833 - 






If any Slaves purchased at Anjengo, 

• From 

For what 

In what description 

or piirohased elsewhere, and 

Sum 

Purchased. 

of 

Labour employ 


bi ought into that place, have evei 

whom Purchased. 

ed. 

been sold ^ to Whom they 
were sold, and to what Plac;e have 



they been carried. 


' 

Gul. Fans» 




From Ills father 

• 100 

As a servant - 

. 

« - Ills fatlicr brought him ot Anjengo 





from Pooieiilopc, near Yillt'C, and 
sold to Mr. Kodngues, 

- - Fi-om Coohoo 

Unknown 

- - Lira upon their 

* • Purchased .it Venniarodoo, in the 

Cooty CUanon. 


own labours. 


Shcrringtll District. 

• - From her late 
mother, Mngdeliua. 

- Ditto - 

Ayah - 


Purchased at Poothoocoorslty ditto. 

• • From a person 

- Ditto - 

- - A maid of 

the 

Purchased at Vczvicnelloor. 

who eloped with her 


house. 



from a far country. 
From her uncle 

70 

- - Ditto - 

- 

Ditto at Pudpunabapooram. 

From her parents - 

33 

- - Ditto - 


Ditto at Anjengo. 

From his ailto 

45 

A servant boy 

- 

Ditto at ditto. 

Vroni her mother - 

40 

- - A maid of the 

Ditto at 'Jboloor. 



house. 



From his late mother 

Unknown 

Labourer 


- - Ditto at Cadaicuvoor, in the .Sher- 
ringhul Disfiict. 


Fanomt. 




- - Frotii Pedro An- 
thony Kaiuikco. 

35 

• • Lives with 
husband. 

her 

*• - Alortgc»gt'<l by the said Puclro 
Anthony K.anaken, tho peisou who 
had bought her mother, a woman 
dragatouitee, in the Slicrretngul Dls* 
tiicf. 

- • Piuchascd at Cuilalooi, in the 


From her latcmotlicr 

10(1 

rook-maid - 

- 

Tiivandroom District. 

- • Ditto - 

Untnov/n 

- “ A maid of 

the 

• - Ibncbofsod dl Poollonmdootiteci 



hou.si*. 


in the Shcrnngill District. 

- • Ditto - - ! 

- Dilto - 

Waterwomon. 



- « Ditto - 

- Dilto - 
(Ju/. J'UfiA, 

Servant 

• 

Purchased Pooloomdoorta in ditto, 

From her mothor - 

31 

- - A maid of 
house. 

the 

Purchased at Anjengo. 

- - Ditto - 

25 

* - Ditto - 

- 

At UaroomtioUank 

From her patents - 

r} 

- - Ditto - 

• 

- - lUoiiga fired by hei paienth at 


Cook -maid’ - 


Anjenuo. 

- From a man called 

25 

- 

Piiicha.icd at Ootliagbcrry. 

N ainuwo. 

From ncr late mother 

Unknown 

- Ditto 


• - Given with the porlioii ol dowry 
by lici laUMnMici P.inclm’am Pites. of 


Faunmj, 



Abjengo. 

- - hruni a woman, 

30 

Kow' beggar * 

- 

- - I’liiN wom.iii v\as first bought by 

called Antonia. 

i 



Aiitomo ot 'I'l iviindriuo, wln> lesold 
her at Anjeugo. 

From Andra Jo/e - 

i:.o i 

- Ditto 

- 

Ibucbascd At Anjengo * - - 

Fiom her [mrents - 

80 

- - Lives by her oivii 

- - - Ditto. 

1 

hibou r. 



Fioin her latu lather 

12G 

- - Lives with 
husband. 

bei 

- - « Dino, 

Frotu her late mother 

Unknown { 

1 

- - A maid of 
liou-.e. 

the 

Pul chased at Atloiiiguerray. 

From bis late uncle 

- Dilto • 

J/.»bourcr 

. 

Ditto at (roiionudah. 

From her mother - 

30 1 

- * A maid of 

the 

- - Mojtpaged lor tlic amount by ht»r 



liouse. 


iiiotliei at Anjengo. 

From former owner 

5.1 

- - Dilto - 

- 

- - iluecbt ar Anjengo, firi.t bj' .8al-. 
\ador, vvhoM* brothci .Ulerwaids sold 





her t.o the said (’wi'hoo.Slj,ivarcca!i. 

From his father 

10 

Servant 

* 

Purcha..tfl at Aujeugo. 

From her ditto 

3G 

- - A maid of 
house. 

the 

- • - ditto. 

From his ditto • 

40 

A servant 


--Ditto, l)ut hi.s buber since jiaid 
iMudavadcan Davido tbe 4b fanam.s. 





and took tho boy back, ami sold him 
for a lew fauairis uioro to a Catanar, 


J 



Avho carried h:m to Cochin. 


REMARKS 
rtf the 8u()erintendent of 
X^olicc. 


- - 'I’his woman !S allowed 
montlily 3 fanamii fiotn the 
pour (uijtl ;ir Anji,'ik£;o. 

- - 'llns wnindu is allowed 
monthly fi fantinks from the 
piu» fund. 


true copy.) ^ 

(sign A) J. S, Frait^, Resident. 


(A true copy.) 


(sigued) //. C^rrmier, Chief Secretary, 








<5QilR13PQKl>ENC]g Of THE SLAyE 


Vq, 4 - 

MADRAS. (No. 1541.) ; 

Extract from the Minutes of CoJisuetation, under date 15 Nov. 1836. 

No. 3 . Read the following Letter (No. 588) from A. T. Onslow^ Esq. Secretary Revenue 
Board, to the Chief Secretary to Government; dated 24 Get. 1836. 

Sir, 

From the Principal Collector, Para. 1 . I AM directed by the Board of Revenue to request that 

To 4 itto^ iath**Se*t^'i *8 ^ submit, for the orders of the Governor in Council, the cor- 

From ditto, souf Sept. 1836 ; respondence noted in the margin, upon the subject of emancipating 
i:i Cods, 61 I 1 Oct. 1836 , tlie slaves on the Government lands in the district of Malabar. 

2 . The lands in question are those which escheated to Government, and arc 
Para. 1356 of Mr. treated of in Mr. Graeme's Report, noted in the margin ; and from tlu^ slaves 
Graeme’s Report to attached to tluiiu the Government havtj yearly derived a revenue, which Mr. 
^ Jan"" 823 Clementson requests permission to exclude from his accounts, jiroclaiming to the 

slaves tlicir freedom. 

3. Adverting to the observation contained in the nth paragraph of a letter 
from the government of India to the Commissioner for Coorg, dated tlio 12 th 
October 1835, transmitted to the Board with tJie Extract from the Minutes of 

In Cons. 7 Dec. Con.sultation, dated the 24th November, that the legislature has already laijj,; 

down the hiimaue piiiiciple that the extinction of slavery in India is to be effect)^: 
its soon as it nmy lx; ])riictical.>lc and safe to do so, the Board have no hesitatl^'' 
in re.commeuding that Mr. Clementson’s request be complied with. ' 

4 . The amount of annual revenue which will be lost to Govei’nmen(|^^in.th 
event of the slaves being manumithid, is, lls. 1127. 13. and may uf^^^r 8 
a dediiction in the jummahbundy Jiccounts. 

' (signed) A. P. Onulow, * 

Revenue Board Office, Fort. St. George, Secretary. 

24 October 1836. 


(No. 47.) 

From F. Clemeuimt, Esq. Principal Collector, Malahar, to the President and 
Members of the Boiird of Revenue, Fori St. George’, dated 11 July 1830. 

Gentlemen, 

With reference to the 34th para^iph of my letter, under date 18th March 
last, 1 have now the honour to forward the statenujut therein alluded to, and to 
request that the sanction of Goverument may be obtained for my excluding from 
the accounts the sum of Rs. 108.. ». 2. the pattom n;ceivcd from the occupants of 
the Government lands on account of the slaves attached thereto, and of proclaim- 
ing to these poor people the ord(;r of Government that they are free men. 


Aiiiouut ill col. lO of the Sthe- 
ment - lls. 9^7 13 - 
Deduct, ditto in 

col. 13 - 1O8 9 2 

Difference 3 10 


2 . It will he necessaiy to grant remissions to the exttmt of 
Rs. 759, 3. 10. on accoujit of the rent paid for slaves, which is at 
present blended with the rent of lands leased out to several ryots, for 
which also I beg to request sanction. 

(signed) F, Clementson, 


Malabar, Principal Collector's Office, Calicut, 
11 July 1836. 


Principal Collector, 



LIST of Slates of the Soil attached to the Lands bcloogiog to GoverDment ia Malabur, 
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(Errors exceptc«l.) (signed) K Pn&cipal Colleelor, 
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■lil'^iKiSKjSS,. ''.^ ■ ■• ■'(Nof.-?249.)'- ■' ' *■■' . ' ■ y .y- . .■■ 

r^d*' I ilinliiiMi^iiii** Prom FT., H. Mdf^jhten, Esq., '$e<:5Tetary to the GcJyerameiit ^ to 

No. 4 . J. Pi Gra^t, Vsq., Officiatmg Secretary to the’ Inaian‘ I^w ;Co4^W6^^^ 

' dated 17 July 1837 . ' v • , , 

;'Siri . . *. ' ‘ 

Lrgishuive Depart- IK conlinuatiort of my letter, No, 86 , dfti^d the 7th Oeoemb^r 1886*' to the 
inonu address of Mr. Secretary Millett, I am directed by the Right Imnotirable'the 

Governor-geijoral in Council,' to transmit to you to be laid before the ’Indian 
Law (^ominiseioners, for their consideration of the subject in its proper jdace, 
copif* of a communication from the Chief Secretary to the Government of ^ort 
St. George, dated the 6 th ultimo, and of its enclosures, relative to the system of 
slavery existing among the Portuguese inhabitants of Anjengo. t 

a. Part of the enclosures of Mr. Chamier’s letter are sent in original, ' which 
you will have the goodness to return to this oihee, #heii they are no longer 
required for the ust; of the Commission. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IP. H. Maenughten, 

Council Chamber, 17 Jul}'' 1837. Secretary to tlie Government of India. 


Extract .luniciAe Letter from Port St. George^ dated 10 April (No. 4.) 1833. 

j.DJ'HOct. ' Para. 16 . The magistnite of the northern division of Arcot addressed us, 

p j 8 ^ 7 . Nos. 3 & 4 . requesting onr orders "tor the disposal of a case of child-stealing ; we directed the 
I Child stealing. judges of the Sudder and Foujdaree Adawlnt to issue the necessary instructions 
for bringiug the prisoner in ' ‘question to trial before any one of the criminal 
courts of the zillahs, spocified in the letter addressed to them under date the 
lath March 1853, Nfo. 214, at which it would be most convtmient for the wit- 
nesses to attend. 


Extract Judicial Despatch to Port St. George, dated 27 Jan. (No. 5) 1841. 

Letter, 10 April ( 4 ) 1838 ; ( 1 6 -) Instructions for the trial Para. 65. Approved, 
of u person charged with child-stealing in the town of 
; Pondicherry. 

No. 3 . Extract, Port Si. George, Judicitd to Consultation of 24 Oct. 1837. 

18th. Received the following Letter (No. „232) from G. M. Ogilvie, Esq., 

Magistrate of North Arcot, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. 

George, dated 16 October 18311. 

Sir, ■ 

Magistrates' De- Para. 1. I have the honour to solicit the orders of Government, in a case now 
pgytnient. Ix’fore me of cliild-stealing, which it appeals necessary, that I should report my 

proceedings ou to the Governor in Council, under clause 8 , section 2 , Regula- 
tion II. of 1829, /■ 

2 . The case is this: a prisoner nt^ed Budder Samy Chitiyj an inhabitant pf 
Combaconuin, and a native sulqect of the British Goveiiiment, stands charged 
with having (date not known) about three months ago invteigl^ Nagoo, a female 
child of nine years old, from the house of its mother-iri-Iat^, hamed Coihn- 
lumah, residing in and an inhabitant of Pondicherry, and conveying if to Wal- 
iHjahnugger, u t.()wn in North Aroot, with the intention of selling it. 

3. The prasecutrix Comulumah states that, i^bout three months ago, her 
daughter-in-law had gone out about. 8 o’clock in the morning, to q well in .fhe 
town of PoAdicheny ; the child hotreiurhing she gave intimation to 'theS|q}lice 
autliorities in Pondicherry, who made every exertion to find the child, ^pt with- 
out successl That about 10 days after jphe wW infotmed, that the caiUd had 
been seen in Trichiriopoly, she went there oh, receiving ' this information^ 

^ returned again to Ponuicherrj', being tinable to discover' it. " Ttvh' months after 
'this a relation of hetSi named ChUphbhetty, residing in 'Wallajahhp^er, 

addressed 



Am MEAStJ4ElES TAKEN FOE IT» ABOLITION. 

addressed her by letter, stating that the lost child was residing in that town 
with the prisoner, Buddersamy Chitty, and that he, the prisoner, had shown it to 
.« dsinqing j^rl named Bogum, and was^etideavouring to dii^se of it to her by 
sale, ttpdn which she, the prosecutrix, immediately proceeded to ii\y office. 

4. Before the prosecutrix’s arrival at my office, th6 head of police had sent 
the prisoner and child before me upon information received from another indi- 
vidual, an inhftbitaut of Pondicherry, who was at that time in WallaJ||dinugger, 
and knowing, the circumstance of the child being canned off, had accidentally 
seen it with the prisoner. , . ; . 

6 * The prosecutrix and child resided three years ago at Combaconum, and it 
appears from the evidence of both, that the prisoner, an inhabitant of that place, 
an<^ residing there at that time, had cawied away this child then with the inten- 
tion of selling it ; that proof was established to that effect, and that he was sen- 
tenced to imprisonipent by the criminal judge. 

e. The prisoner has nothing to say in his defence ; he states that he received 
the child mm .the indiviidual to whom it is betrothed, and therefore carried it 
away with him. He acknowledges having beeh’^ tried for the* same offence at 
Combaconum, committed upon the same child. 

7 . Several witnesses are still in Pondicherry that can speak to the fact of the 
child being carried off by the prisoner ; but until 1 receive instructions how to 
dispose of the case, 1 have stopped all further proceedings. 

(signed) G. Jkf. Ogilvie, Magistrate. 

North Arcot, Ms^strates’ Office, Chittoor, 

16 October 1837 . 


The Right honourable the Governor in Council requests the Judges of the No. 4. 
Sudder and Foujdaree Adawlut will be pleased to issue the necessary instructions 
on the part of Goverament for bringing the prisoner, mentioned in the foregoing 
letter, to trial before any one of the criminal courts of the zillahs specified in the 
letter addressed to them under date the 12tli March 1833 , No. 214 , at which 
they may consider it will be most convenient for the witnesses alluded to by 
the magistrate in the concluding paragraph of his letter to attend. 

Fort St. George, 21 October 1837 . «. 

(True extract.) 

. ’ W. JE. Underwood, 

Acting Deputy Secretary to Government. 


Extract Revenue Despatch to Fort St. George, dated 17 August (No. 12) 1888 . 

Para. 17. We entirely approve this proceeding, and we Letter from, dated 18 th April (No. 6) if^z 
desire that you will Hake into consideration without delay (“ 6 -) Emancipatioo of the Government tlv 
the means of extending a similar benefit to the slaves on Vii* 

th^ e^t^ttes of private waividuals in this and other distncts, cou^, being the revenue derived from thi 
You will,) of cour^ s^ the n^jessity of using extreme sanetioned. 
caution in carrying into effect any measures, however de- 
sirable in^ fhemselves, which may nave a tendency to interfere noth the domestic 
relations of pur pative subjects. 

■; : ; ' \ 

Extract JuPicrAx. L|Ptbb in»u Fort St. George, dated 18 July (No. 7) 1830. ' 

28. correppoHdence which iwcompanies this pars^pRapb relates to the 
t^bject adverted to ui para. 1 of the extract from tlie Minutes of Consultation in 
the JudiMid Department, Np. 88i6, dated 24th October 1837 , of which a cepy SlsverylnMalal 
was ffirwaided in a communication addressed to the secretary at the India House/ 

338 . N under 


No; ,4. 
MAOEA& 



9 ^ 
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No. 4. under date dtli January 1838, No. 2, therein tlie Board' of Berejiue were re- 

>iAl!)RA8. queiited to consider, in oommimication with the local officers in Mt^h^r^ and to 

.I. ’. .. report the meaitures it would be ad viable to adopt' with .^jthe wiew^'(>| anlel^rab- 

Ing the condition, and improviiDg the momls of the nnfbrtunate class of people 
in that district, denominated Chermurs, or rustic slaves. In their letter of the 
1 5th October 3 838, the Board submitted one from the Principal collector of Idala*- 
hat, coniiiijeying his sentiments .on tJm practicability qi giving e^<gct tot this ohjoot 
contemplated, with their own opinion on tibe subject ; and, in omi: pawjeedings of 
the 4th December following, we expres^d oUr own views, and in calling for fur- 
ther information, chiefly as regarded the manner ‘in which the Ghermurs 'were 
. fed, clotjitjcl, and lodged, as cotnjgpred with the free classes, and .the tenures upon 

which slave property was held in Malabar, yra took the opportunity of furnisli- 
ing the Board with an extiraet from your honourable Court’s despatch of* the 
17th August 1838, in which the 'emancipation of tlic slaves in . the Goverifmeiit 
lands of the above district was approved, and desired that means might be 
devised for extending a similar benefit to the slaves^on the States of private 
individuals. The further communication of the Board of Revenue of the 21 st 
February 1830, giving cover tb a report from the same officer, represents “ that 
although no materfal change in the clothing and food of this class has been 
made since 1822, a decidca improvement in their treatment by their masters 
had taken place,” and that the principal collector is of opinion that the Clier- 
nmrs are by no means iu a worse condition than many of the fj*eo field labourers 
in North Malaiiar, where tliere were few Or no slaves, and that though the 
power of selling the# slaves without the land, and children without the parents, 
is claimed by the landlords, in practice the jwoceeding is. seldom or never 
a(lopt(!d. Tlie principal collector suggested the expediency of ofiering a remis- 
.sion of land revenue to slave-o\viic*8 on satis&ictory j)roof of the improved con- 
dition of each slave, and of the owner being iu the habit of treating them with 
kindness, a, propositioii which the Board promised not to lose sight of, though at 
the tinie they observed that it was not before them in a aliapc sufficiently 
explicit to enable them to recommend its adoption by Govern^imt. We stated 
in reply, that no remission of land revenne could be granted without the autho- 
rity of the Government of India ; but that wo would be prepared to give con- 
sideration to the measure when submitted to us in a proper form, and observed 
that we were satisfied the Board would watch the subject of tlie improvement of 
tlie|!ondition of Chermurs with that interest which it eminently merited, iind 
leave no available means untried for eft'ecting that object. 


Extbact LeOislative Lettek from dated 21 October (No. 24) 1839. 


Slavery ; the Chermwrs, or rustic slaves, in 
Malabar. 

Leff. Cons. 4 Feb. 1B30, Nos, 17 and 18. 
— S April 183^;, 21 to 28. 

8 July 1839, Nos, 18 and 19. 


Ext, para, 119- We have relerrod, for tlie consideration 
of the Commissioners, in connexion with the general sub- 
ject of slavery in India, copies of the ac^companyiiig papers, 
and others, in original, respecting the , Ghermura, or rustic 
slaves in Malabar. 


Extwa( T JuuiciAJL Despatch to Jbr< St. George^ dated 3 February (No, 7) 1841, 

Letter from, dated i8Hi .fuly (No. 7) 1839 ; Para. 49. It is gratifying to US to^lcam tjiat a decided 
Srmar'' • Sc sluves.TMSaL^ ‘ ® improvement has taken place in the treatment , qf .die Cher- 
murs ot Malabar by their masters, and that, in pmnt of food 
and clothing, they ate not in a worse condition than many ofi the free field 
labourers. We ajiprove of your insiructitms to tlic Board of Revenue, for the 
pui’pose of jiTomoting the welfare of Uiat class of persons. Ilie means of elfect- 
ing* the corttcmplated change in their condition will be embraced in the oonsi- 
dcration of the general question of slavery, on which tl^e Government of^ndia, 
and the Law Commission, have long beeij activ^ely employed. ^ . 
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|ki^, Pifioci»Di9d9 of the Hcjinourablc the Presideiit of thd Council 
/ Cduucili in the Judicigd Bcj^artment ; dttted 4 Februaiy iSd». 

, , (No. 24.) 

Fi'om /f, jT. Prjfius^t Esq. Secretary to the Government of India, to H. Chamier, 
Ksq.. Chief ■ Secretary to the: -Oovernment of J^orf St. Greorffe if Anted 4 
■ ■' Febraajty l»a». ■ /■ '' 

Sir* ‘ ' '.'■■■'■ "• ■'■■■ ' ■ 

1. AM directed to a,cknowledge the receipt of tho Abstract of the Proceedings of 
thejftight honourable the Governor in Council in the Judicial Department on the 
4th December last, and to request that his Lordship will favour the Honourable 
the President in Copicil with the papers to which the entry No. I relates. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) ^ JI. T. Primep, 

Fort WilHajn, 4"Fcbruary 1839. Sec. to tire Government of India. 


(No. 22.) 

From II. T. Prlnsep, ESq. Secretary to the Government of India to II. W. 
Torrens, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India with the 
Governor-general; dated 4 February 1830. 

Sir, ’':i; '■ . _ ■ 

I AM., directed to forward to you, for the peiiiisal of the Bight hon. tlic Governor- 
general, the accompanying Abstract of Proceedings of the Government of Fort 
St. George, in tlie Judicial Department, dated the 4th December last, and to 
state that the papers referred to in the entry No. liave been called for, for the 
perusal of the Honourable the President in Council. 

2. You will be pleased to return the abstract for deposit in the Presidency 
office. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) U. T. Prmsep, , 

Fort William, 4 Bebruary 1839. Sec. to the Government of India. 


Extract from the Proceedinos of t.he':'Hdnourable the President of the Council 
of India in Council, in the Legislative Department ; dated 8 April 1839. 

From T. II. Maddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Gk>vemor-general, to J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the 
• Government ^ dated 25 February 1839, 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right hon. the Governor-general to acknowledge the 
receipt of Mr. Secretary Prinsep’s letter, No. 22, dated the 4th instant; and, in 
reply, to return the ‘Ahstract of Proceedings of the Government of Fort St. 
George, in ihis departtiaexit, of the. 4th Dcccn^ber last, received with it, nothing- 
in it requiring remark or observhtion. 

2 . You are, however, requested, rtitli the sanction of his Honor in Council, to 
forward to this office for his Lordship’s information a cerny of the papers entered 
as No. 1 , of the Abstract, <m their rweipt from the Gqvenunent of Fort St. 
George. , , , 4 

^ > I have, &». \ 

^ „ (signed) T* M, Maddoohi 

A ' . Officii^ng ^cretary to the Government of India 

* with the Govemor-general. 

Camp, Sumbhalka, 25 February 1689. 


No. 17. 

Judicial Depart- 
mienl. 


No. iS. 


Judicial Depart- 
ment. 


No. 21. 


Judicial. 
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No, 09. 

rudicial D^it* 


COBItBm^KDVN^JS ON TlXABB^, 

(No. 187.) 

From J5r. CJiamier, Esq. Chief Seor^aiy to the GoTernmeiit ife. George, 

to Jit' -Til JPrinsep, Esq. -SecretM)r.;to'''the^:<3oy^!TOi»^-^ dateil 

28 Febniiry'lfae^.: • y - yx 


'/yW' 




Sir, 


? i***.®^ ^ 4u«c*^% Oiffi fti^ht hon, the 

"il: fer 


«^tberewith. ^ . - t ' ^ papers requested ill yoittriettieirof the 4tli 

Stant, No. 24, relative to Ihe Cher- 


a. wraci jsxmmesot uontdltaions, 30 «n JNov* lit©. : IT ■ ^ ~ > - ~T: , V 

3- Extract (para, i ) Incm tbePro; of the FoUj. AXawlot, ofi^ Oet. Mtfotawtwp. honcRirablp 4h8 

1837, with extract (para. 4 aod 5) of the Circok Judgea’ ftepott, snl^ President in r CouBCiL' < Oopies ' of the 
nitiM therewith. .... r ... . 

isj? 

5. ^Lettw from the Secretary to the Sodder Board of Revenue, of JPurs, or rustic slaves in Malabar; tc^e- 
i4tb Oct, 1836, with the Principal Colleetor’a letteri^ .(xiibinitted ther wi til. 'Copies of , the previous papen 

‘rE^^.Ml,.t«ofO«»J«a»,,,.i,NiV. .836,N. ,«.. .1 «m.^Bbject. a. noted m tho 

•;■•■ '■ 1 have, &0; 

.,V' (signed.) jff. ,C/tomier, Chief Secretary. 
Fort St. George, 28 February 1889. 


N<>. 33 . 
EbDclnture, 


Revenue Depart « 
ocnt. 


^ih April ia Coas. 
?th Maj 1838. 


(No., • 4 * 8 .) 

From P, B. &ii6Uetf^ Esq- Acting Secretary to the Revenue Board at Port Si. 

George; to the Chief Secretary to Govemmehif,; ' dated 1 5 October 1888. 

Sir, , ' 

Para. 1. The Board of Revenue-having furnished the principal collector of 
Malabar with copy of an extract from the Minutes of Consultation of tihe 24th 
October , lasti with transcript of extracts from the proceedings of the Foujdaree 
Court, and of .;the first judg^.on circuit in the western division, relative to 
the persons denominated Chenhers in Malabar, I am now directed to request you 
will lay before Government the accompanying letter from Mr. ClementiuMi, sub- 
mitting his sentimeaits on the practicabihty of improving the condition of this 
class. 

2. The present reference originated on a consideration of the very large num- 
ber of charges -of murder in which this class of persons were .concerned, 13 or 81 
cases of murder iiaving been stated to have been committed by this degraded 
race, who were* represented to be devoid of all feeling, and to possess little of 
humanity but its outward form. It will . be seen, however* from Mr. Clement- 
son’s letter, that, low and degraded though their condition is gckuowledged to be, 
the number of atrocious crimes in which the Chermers were concerned docs not, 
in the course of 10 years, exceed the proportion of their own numbers in reference 
to the free population of the district.. The late census,^ it is said,, gives their 
numbers at 1,44,371, or about one-seveutli of the population of the entire 
province. 

8. The Board regret they are unable, with the in^^nuatgm now before them/ 
to suggest any well-digested scheme for 'the pemiiSitteht impifovement of this 
servile class. The immediate introduction of schools does not appear to them 
calculated to ameliorate their condition ; for Ihe physical improvement of the 
Chermers must piecedf^ they are inclined to think, any; Axteiid,^ efforts fpt their 
mental culture. The dui^ioh of slave .emancipiition In vr^terh province is 
one attended with minch difllcultyV for it is CbreVved, by the 'firtt judge on circuit 
himself, that it is uncertain how for the Cherin^ are’ themselves disifoiiiented 
with their present state of senatfidc, assigned by ' bfrth, and' inculcated by local 
usage ; and it is obvious that ho st€^ sfiomd bfe prfetnaturelly taken tU iiffora them 
relief until they atein a fit state to l^efit by the chhn^. ^ HoWevfer ihuCh,' th(m; 
their presenystate of bondage is to bedaihemtiid, thh'foeai^ures ta^enfor its'am^i- 
oration niui/be gradual, and ckirried tfot n'fth discretion, and ip cohewrimee with 
the landholders, on whose estates they are located. Any hasty le|^iyfioh oh this 
jmbject would otherwise occasion inul^si . di^tttent, W be considered as ah 
invasion , of private rights. r. | s . , , , , ... , . 

. ’ " ' , ' ' " '(sigh-bd) , ^ P. B. SmolUJtlt , ’ 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, Acting Secretary. 

15 October 1838. ■ 



Alftl« BTEASOR^ WAlCEN EDR WS' ABOLmoil. 


WtOm J^^f^iStementitofii, BSw|: Printipal Collector;; Mttla&ar^ to: the Secretary to the 
Board of Revenue, Fort St. George i dated 24 April 1838. ’ 

* 9 j , 


Sir, 

iPanulv^I ti^ myself the facnaour td acknowledge the reoe^t of the Board’spro> 
•eesdxiig^ttndeit date the ad Nov^berlest, t^yeybig cbpy of an extract froin the 
Aiintttim Contuitarian^ dat^die of the preceding month, on the subject 
of the best pieasiires to be ad^ted with the view of ameliorating the .condition 
■ and improving ^le moitde of the unfortunate c^ss known generally by the name 
ofChermers. ' . 

Si However desirable the consummation of such an object may be, I confess 1 
. am at a loss to suggest any plan wliioh' may not involve a violation of the rights 
' of private property, and consequently give rise to much discontent. 

3. The only way of improving the morals of t|ie prmdial or rustic slaves of’ 
Malabar would be by ameliorating their condition,"’ and by establishing schools. 

' This has, 1 understand, been attained, to. a very satisfactory extent, as regards 
the slaves attached to Mr. Brown’s estate, at Anjersfcandy j and it appears very 
evident to me that any permanent iinprovemcnt in their condition and morals 
must emanate from the master of the''8lave ; and this can alone be done by bet- 
tering his condition, and thus enabling him to increase the comforts of the Slave, 
to treat him with grtiatcr ' indulgence, and to dispense partially, witli his services ; 
a measure timt can only be efii^ti^, 1 apprehend, by a relinquishment of revenue 
and the establishment of schools throught the district. ^ 

4. It is satisfactory to remark, to the credit of this degraded race, that on 
reference to the accounts for the Islkt 10 yesars; the murders committed by them 
do not exceed the number annually committed by the free castes, the average 
number of murders committed by Chermers being less than (8) five cases, and 
(lo) ten persons ^r annum. This, from a population of 1,44,871 (the number 
of slaves of all descriptions, according to the last census), is not perhaps more 
than ooeiurs amongst the more civilized parts of the population of otlier districts. 

5. The proportion which the aggregate number of slaves bears to the general 
population * of the district is a fraction above oiie-seventh, which corresponds with 
the share of ihnrders that falls to tliem ; for out of 36 cases (the average of the 
total number of murders) five pnly were, as already noticed, committed by 

•Chermers. > 

(signed) F. Clementaon, 


Malabar, Principal Collector’^S Officf, Calicut, Principal Collectbf. 

24 April 1838. 


' _ . (iJo. 1116.)' ^ 

ExtjulCT from the Mikctes of Consvltation, under date 30 Nov. 1838. 

Read the /ollQwingXettey:^ to the Board, of Revenue. 

• (Here enter 13 October 1838, No; 4S6.) 

Th®^ imprpvepiept ofthp condition of the Cl^erimers, or rustieslaves of Malat>^, 
is a subject oi S4eh ms^fest ipiporteuce) that ho measures should be left untried 
to elfectit; . iThe iipiiourabjo'the Governor in Council does pot consider 

a. legislpihye, enactment to be., e:!tpe<^ent. at this moment, in furtherance. iof the 
object, in but thpt endeavours may be piade .’to have thern better 

ai^ clothed, by oD^ipipg rewards and encouraj^ment to spcii landlords as may 
be pble to show 'that,1be conditioh; of their slaves aim been lettered- , This woitid 
be a first step; and, physically improved, schoeds n(igli„ opened with 

.advantage. He d^rps^ lherg.fo^, that the principal coll^tori may bh called upon 
to rwort. hqw ti^o Chej^nprf are/fed, clothed^ and pledged* as compared with the 
free/classes, and what de^riptiem of reward he would ^^oinjnehd to be given to 
.landlords for the improv^ condition cjf their slaves. , . 

* His Lordship ip Council observes, toat tlie honourable me Court of Directors 
have, in, para, ^aspatch, dated the 1 7th August last,, approved of .the 

measures addjpted by this Government for the emancipatimi of the slav^ on the * 
338. * N 3 Government 
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Mb. 4. Government lands of tliis district, and have directed diat means may be devised 
for extmding a similar benefit to the slaves on the estates of privkto ifi^vidutds ; 
he resolvcss accordingly to transmit a copy of the above paragraph to the ^iprd of 
Revenue, in view to the subject receiving their consideration ih cpmr^ibn with 
the present reference. 

His Lordship ih Council is also desirous of knowing whether the ancient 
tenures upon which slave property was h^d in Mnlabar, are still m^ntaihed, ,viz, 
whether tne proprietor of slaves has stiUHhe power of moxigagit^ them, and of 
letting them out for hire as well as of selling them ; whether, they, can, sepa* 
rated firom the land and sdld, and whether children can be sold sciparate from ttieir 
parents. ^ ^ ^ 

No. a. Extract from the PaocmaniKus of the Fotjjdarue Ada!wj:.ut, dated 

14 October 1837. 

■ t' 

Para. 1. The Court of Foujdarcc Udalut have observed, and they think it 
worthy of the notice of Government, the remarkable fact stated in the 4th para- 
graph of the above r^ort, that out of 31 murders ^^perpetrated and tried during 
the last and jiresent sessions, . 13 were committed by that degraded class of people 
the Chermers. The Foujdaree Adawlut beg to recommend to Government that 
the local officers be palled upon to report whether measures cannot be dteyised 
for improving the ooiidition and morals of this most degraded race, possessing of 
humanity little else than its outward form. , 


No. 3. Extract from a Rei*ort from the 1st .Judge, late on Circuit in the Western 

Division, dated 16 August 1837. 


Se36>ion!^, 2836 
rpetrated by Chcripers - 

Sessions, 1837 - 
rpptrated by Chermers - 


No; V. 


C&ses, 

Pri- 

soners. 

%% 

31 
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ParEf. 4. In this case the prisoners were all Chermers ; 
and it may perhaps be worthy of remark, that out of 31 
murdens perpetrated and triecl during the last and pre- 
sent sessions {vide marginal note), 1 3 were committed by 
this degraded and low class of people, who in the com- 
mission of .such deeds appear to have been void of all 
feeling, and perhaps will remain so till some measures 
be devised for the improvement of their morals and pre- 
sent lamentaWe low condition in society. 


5. It would nevertheless be needless to expect that any inaterial or essential 
change can possibjy be brought about, except step by step, and at a period when 
they may have attained a greater degree bf civilization calculated to cktend their 
mental taculties, and open their eyes as to tlieir present situation ; this accom- 
plished, and the pleasing prospect will begin to brighten, of being €ible to ame- 
liorate the present condition of this unfortunate and no less illiterate race of 
fellow creatures; whereas any steps prematurely adopte4 with the view of afford- 
ing them relief before they are in a fit state to beitefit by, or duly estimate 
emancipation from slavery, may irrecoverably tend to frustrate the grand object 
sought for, in the relapse of a great portion to their former state of bondage, evaa 
if once liberated ; for it is net quite clear if, and to what extent, they are discon- 
tented with their present state of servitude, assigned by birth, end inculcated on 
them from infiincy by local usages^ 


K®. 4. Extract from the Order of Governmest,. dated .24 October i'837 (No. 386), 

Para. 1 . ^he Board of Revenue, to whom a copy of para. 1 of the ffiregoii^ 
proceeding, and of paras. 4 and 5 of the Circuit Judges’ Repqxt will be trans- 
mitted, will be requested to consider, in communication with the local ofiliien, 
aud report as to the measures it will beladvisable to adept widi the view of 
ameliorating the condition and improving the morals of the rmfortunate class sf 
^people adverted to therein. 
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From A. P. Onslow, Esq« Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George, 
/; to the Principal Collector of Malabar-, dated 12 September 1830. 

Sk;, . , : ; ' ^ 

The statement which accompanied your letter, noted in the margin, Ixaviug 
been mislaid, I am directed by the Board of Revenue to request that you will 
submit a duplicate copy of it. , , 

3 , I am e«sp directed to r^ucst that you will explain the difference between 
the nature of the, remissions noticed in the 1st and 2d paragraphs of your letter. 

• , • (signed) A, P. Onslow, 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. CJcorge, Secretary'. 

12 September 1836. 

(^ue copy) 

. (signed) A. P. Onslow, Secretary. 


(No. 710 

From F. Clemcntson, Esq. Principal Collector, Malabar, to the President and 

Members of the Board of R,evemie, Fort 'St. George. ; dated 20 Sept. 1836. 

Gentlemen, 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith Rie duplicate copy of the statement 
which accompanied mjr address, dated the lltli July last, called for in Mr. 
Onslow’s letter of the 12th inatimt. 

2. In reply to the 2d paragraph, I beg to explain tliat, in leasing out the 
lands belonging to Government, together with the slaves attached thereto, the 
relative proportion of the rent fAyuble for the lauds ainJ slaves has but in very 
few instances been distinctly specified in the deeds ; the majority of them only 
mention the total annual amount payable by the lessees both for the lands and 
slaves; the amount entered in column 16 of the statement, viz. Bs. 627. 13. is 
the proportion of rent payable to Government bn account of the slaves, calcu- 
lated according to the usages of the country. Of this Rs. 108. 9. 2. is specifically 
mentioned in the deeds ; the residue, Ra. 750. 3. 10., is an estimated amount; both 
foiimiug part of the gross jumma, it will be necessary' to strike off the same 
therefrom, as the lessees will' be entitled to remissions to that extent' in the event 
of the slaves, for whose stirvices they now pay, being emancipated as recom- 
mended. 

(signed) F. Clementson, 

Malabar, Principal Collector’s Office, Principal Collector. 

Calicut, 20 Septcanber 1836. 


(No. 1541 .) 

Extract Irom the Minutes of Consui-tatioji, under date 15 November 1836. 

Read the fo,Bowing letter from the Secretary to tlie^ Board of Revenue. 

(Heife enter 24th Oct. 1 836, No, 688.) 

The Right honourable Bie Governor in Council is pleased to accede to the 
recommendation conveyed in the foregoing letter; in favour of omancij>ating the 
slaves on the Government lands in Malabar. The amount of annual revenue to 
be relinquished bn this account as stated to be rupees (027. 13.) nine-hundred 
and twenty-seven and annas thirteen, which; as suggested by the Bo^, may 
apmjar as a deduction in the jummabundy accounts. m 

The Board of Revenue will instruct the principal collector of Malabar relative 
to the mode of conveying this resolution to tlie parties concerned. It seems to 
be Unnecessary to proehiim the freedbm bf these slaves,' as pv^sigd by the prin- 
cipal collector; but, on the* contrary, it is considered very deS^able that the 
measure shbitid be carriMiaSo e£^tin such manner as not to crSjte any unne- 
ces^ry alarm or aversion to it on the part of other proprietors, or premature 
hopes of emancipation on that of bth|r slaves. 

. (True copies and extracts.) 

* . (signed) M.Chamier, 

Chief Secretary. 

23^* H 4 
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CORRESPONDBNCfe ON THE SEAVlB 


N&: 4. 

MADRAS. 


No. B4. 


Bevenue Depart* 
Jnest. 


Dated aistFeb. 
1839, No. 81. 


No. 85. 
Enokwure. 


In Cons. 6th Dec. 
1838. 

.7th Jan. in Cons. 
sistFeb. 1839. 


(No. 8,01.) , , , . _ ,V X.. 

Frolb ChafaifTj Chief Secretaiy to the Government of Fort Si, 
to If. T. Prinstp, Esq., Secretly to the Government of India i dated 
March 1888. ; 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter of die 38th ultimo, No. 187 , X am directed hy 
die Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit, hr the infonnadonVof 
the Honourable the President in Council, the accompanying copy of a further . 
letter from the Board of Revenue, and of its enclosures, relative to the Cher- 
mers or rustic slaves in Malabar, together vith a copy of the orders recorded 
thereon by Government und^ this date. , ‘ ■ 

. ‘ I have, &c. 

Fort S.t George, 12 March 1830. (signed) M. Chamier, 

Chief Secretary Revenue Department. 


(No. 81.) . ^ 

From P. B. Smollett^ Esq. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Si. George, 
to die Chief Secretary to Govemirient ; dated 21 February 1839. 

Sir, 

Para. 1. With reference to the observations recorded in the Minutes of Con- 
sultation of the 30th November last, I am directed by the Board of Revenue to 
request you will lay before Government die accompanying further letter from 
the principal collector of Malabar, reporting Upon the condition of the Chexraurs 
or rustic slaves of Malabar, and replying to the various points noticed by Go- 
vernment in the proceedings under acknowledgment. 

2. It will be seen from this letter, that although no material change in the 
clothing and food of this class has been made since 1822, a decided improvement 
in their treatment by their masters has taken place. Mr. Clementson adds, that 
the Churmars are by no means in a worse condition than many of the free field- 
labourers in North Malabar, where there are few or no slaves. ^ ITie principal 
collector also reports that though die power of selling the slaves without the land,, 
and children without the parent, is claimed by the landlords, in practice the 
proceeding is seldom or never adopted. 

3. The principal collector suggests the expediency of offering a remission of 
land revenue to slave-owners, in satisfactory proof ot the improved^ condidon of 
each slave, and of the owner being in the habit of treating them with kindness, . 
and the Board will not lose sight'' of the proposition, although at present the 
suggestion is not before them in a shape sufficiently explicit to ename them to- 
recommend its adoption by Government. 

(signed) P. B. Smollett, Secretary; 

Revenue Board Office, Fort St. George, ; 

21 February 1889. t' 

(No. a.) . 

From F. Cleoientaon, Esq. Princ^al Collector, Malabar,, to the Acting Secretary 
to the Board of Rev^ue, Fort St. George % dated 7 Jlannary 1839. 

ir, 

Para. 1. 1 havu the honour to acknowledge on the a4th tlie receipt of the 
extract from the Board’s proceedings, under date the 6th Ultimo, forwarding 
copy of the Izard’s letter to the chief secretary to Government^ under date the- 
16th Octob^ together with a transcript of* an Extract from the Minutes of Consul- 
tation thereon, under date the 30th November last, calling for farther information 
as to the present state of the Churmars of Malabar. ^ 

2. In reply 1 do myself the honour to ((tate, for the information of the Board,, 
that no alteration has taken place in the tenures which slave property tis 
held since the report made by Mr. ComUHSsioner GneiUe in 1822, an account 
of which is given in detail from para. 32 to 66 ; little or no amelioration likewise 

has- 





m 


has takaa place i& respect to their food and clothing ; as regards the tr^ttnent, 
however, decided improvement, from all I can learn, has taken |^liLoe, ^d it 
ma^ ln^' saiid gejteraUj, that the 4^yes of Soath Malabar, as noticed ip letter 
t«r idaS'^hief iSeczetary tp government, uinler. dote the 2 fith Noy<imher aire 

by no means in a wprse condition than many of the free fifeldJabouyete Noji^h 
Malabar, where there are few or no slaves. 

3 . : Though the landlords and proprietors of slaves still retain the poyfer of 
mmrti^iglii^ and letting them , out for hire, as well as of selling them with er 
wlth^t the land, xmd the children without the parent, still 1 have reason to 
Jbeliove that the, latter pro<;eeding is seldom or nev er adopted, inasmuch as the 
purchaser would -find it an unprofitable speculation* for in the event of the Chur- 
mars running away, Vk^hich they invariably do if taken even to the adjoining 
taldbk, they get no assistance from the local authorities. . In further elucidation 
of tins subject, I would take the liberty of submittfhg a copy of a report made 
by me to the Provincial Court; under date the 10 th December* 1835. 

4 . The only means tlipt suggests itself to me of inducing arid ensuring kirid 
and con.siderate treatment on the part of the landlords and owners of slaves is to 
otter a remission of land revenue to all owners in doiiblc the amount for which 
slaves are now rented, on satisfactory proof of the iiriproved condition of dacb 
slave, and of the owner being in the habit of treating them with kindness. 

' ^ (signed) P. Clmicntson, 

Malabar, Principal Collector’s OlBce, ’ Principal Crillector. 

Calicut, 7 January 1839. 


, :No.*^... 



Enclosure, No. t. 


See Statement in 
tl»c 34th pnra. of 
Mr, Greetnc’i» Re- 
port. 


From F. Clementson, Esq. Principal Collector and Magistrate, Malabar^ to^ the 
Registrar of the Provincial Court of Appeal and Circuit, Western Division ; 
dated 19 December 1836. i 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 12th, of your letter of 
the 2d instant, forwarding copy of a letter from the registrar to the Sudder and 
Foujdarce Adawlut, and requesting me to furnish all the information in my power 
on the various points enuinorated iii Mr. Millet’s letter. 

2 . TJie information called for in the first question, being one eiitindy of a civil 
nature, the zillah and assistant judges will doubtless report thereon ; I wotifld, 
however, beg to state, that in the revenue branch of the service the right of the 
slave to possess and hold land arid other property is recognized equally with that 
of the free man. There are about 377 slaves who at present hold land on difter- 
ent tenures, paying revenue direct to Govemmeut, the sum payable by each vary- 
ing from 1 to 92 rupee.s per annum. Any conjplaint of the master taking forcible 
possession would receive the same attention, arid meet with the same redress, as 
the complaint of a free man. 

3. In reply to the second question I beg to State, that, as far as the magistrate’s 

jurisdiction goes, the relation of master and slave has never been rtjcognized as 
justifying acts which w'ould otlierwiso be punishable, or as ponstituting a ground 
for mitigation of the punishment. Slaves complaining aj^imt their masters for 
acts of violence, receive equal protection with all other castes. They now readily 
resort to the magistrate's cutcherry, when prompt attention is given to their 
complaint, and tlm parties offending against them immediately punished, with- 
out any te thpir relative situations in. life. A case in point occu]rred no 

later tlian the 2 Qtli. of, Gcj:obcr 1^.,. when I sentenced an individual to, 1 5 days* 
imprisonment in the gaol, on the complaint of a female slave, for illegal^etun- 
tion and confinement. * 

4 . During ray ^residence in, Malabar, now upwards of three years, J h 9 ,ve never 
had .Qccaaiomto intei^e, ias regards the master against the slave. 'Qmiplaiuts 
have occasionally. been made of the slave having, deserte*!'^'^ 

estate, when d bhve invariably^ pointed put, that wie only snipe ..an^safe way of 
{proceeding, and preventing a repetition, was ldn 4 and cqnri.derato treatment, 
whicii has always satisfied the parties. , , * 

6 i jThe foregoing replies answer tbei third ^.uc^ion, anti. g]hpw that no distiuc- 
tidE^is made with rie^renco to tha^wrung-dopr be^ng ottte^ tlian themaster, bct|i. 
being alike subject to the same ratapunt pf .punialiinent. . , , • 

0 . .The pointe embxaeedi in the fourth qa^ten Wipg pne y^lth the 

236 . o . magistrate’s 
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i ilfo. 4 k,, iiaami^ttate'B department) no answer iheretio is, 1 believe, expected fSfom me ; but 
WaDRaA wi# reference to the wish expressed by the India Commission of obtaining' inform 
snatiou, especially in regard tp the slaves in Malabar, I think I cannot do better 
than submit herewith an extract from that part of Mr, Graeme’s Report vhich 
relates to the subject, as it contains the most faithful and full account of the 
slavery of this district ever written or published. * 

(signed) iP. Ctmentsdn, 

Principal Collector and Magistrate. 

Malabar, Principal Collector’s Office, 

On Circuit, Matheelagum, 19 December 1836. • * « 

(True copy.) 

(signed) F. Clementson, Principal Colleotbr. 


The Right honourable the Governor in Council observes, that no remission of 
land revenue can be granted witliout the authority of the Governipent of India ; 
bukhis Lordship in Council will be prepared to give uemsideration to the mea- 
sure when submitted in a proper form. 

The Right honourable the Governor in , Council is satisfied the Board will 
watch the subject of the improvement of tlie condition of the Chermurs with that 
interest which it eminently merits, and leave no' available means untried for 
effecting that object. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Chamier, 

Fort St. George, 12 March 1839. Chief Secretary. 


(No. 200.) 

Ko. o6. From J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 
to H. Chamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George ; 
dated 8 April 1839, 

Sir, 

; X«gi*lntive De. 4 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 28th of 
. partineni. February and the 12th of March last, with the papers which accompanied 

tliem. _ , _ J, 

2. The President in Council requests that, with the permission of the Right 
lion, the Governor in Council, you will furnish him with a copy of Mr. Graeme’s 
Report made in 1822, of which mention is made by Mr. Clemen tsou. 

3. His Honor in ^uncil will be ghid to be kept acquainted, &om time to 
time, with any further reports that may be made on the Chermurs of Mailabar, and 
with any measures that may be taken for the improvement of their condition. 

■ I have, &c. 

(signed) J, P. Grant, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 
Fort William, 8 April 1839. 


(No. 140.) 

No. 27. From J. P. Grant, Eso. Officiating Secretary to the Government- of InSa, to 
; J. C. C. Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission ; dated 
y 8 April 1839. 




Sir, 


' Tjegidative De- 
ftanment. 


I AW directed by the honourable the President in Council to forward to you, 
to be laid bejbrc the Indian Law Commissioners, and to be considered by them 
r in conneximi with the general subject of slavery in . India, the accompanying 

papers, in ^original, from the Chief Secretary to ’the Government of Fort St. 
George, respecting the Chermurs or rustic slaves in Malabar. ' ^ 

. X.etter from the Gjovointnent of Fort St. George to 2 . As eonii|3cted with !the abOve uSUt^OCt, . L am 
the Honourable the Court of Dlredtors, dated i8th directed to forward to you copies of the papCrs noted 

”* ^ i^ative to tie emanoi^ion of the 

• Government slaves in Malabar. 

3. Yon 



yy-iu3 


jL/i£WJc-i^ ryjfx ijlo ^iov^JUJIA Jtvm* 

8. You will be pleased to return the original papers I/etter from tbe Honourable the Court of Directors to 
hercyM. »Dt, when longer required by the Com- f / OXr.rp™’'" 

nusBiouer^e , 

; ■ . ■ . ■., ■ i I have, &c. ' . . 

' . (signed) J. P. Grant, 

Ofiic^atii^ S^retary to the Government of India. 

Council Ch^mher, 8 April 1830. . 


^ (No. 205.) 

*Prom J. P, Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to No, aS. 
T. H. Maddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India with 
the Governor-general ; dated 8 April 1839. 

Sir, 

With reference to the 2 d paragraph of your letter of the *25th February last LegislaUve De- 
in the Judicial Department, I am directed by the Honourable the President in pamuent. 
Council to forward to you, for the information of tlie Right hon. the Goverrior- 
g(in<'ral of India, copies of the letters from the Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, dated 28th February and 12 th March last, with flieir 
respective Enclosures, relative to the Chermurs or rustic slaves in Malabar. 

I have, &c. 

* (signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

Fort William, 8 April 1839. 


Extract froni the PnocEEDiNGS of the Hon, the President of the Council of 
India iu Council in the Legislative Department ; dated 8 July 1839. 


(No, 401.) 

From II. Chamier, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, No. 1 8 . 
to J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary tO the Government of IiuUa ; dated 
14 May 1839. 


Sir, 

Para. 1. I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letttvr of the 8 th itltimo, No. 200 , and to transmit 
herewith a copy of Mr. Grajme’s Report of the 14th January 1822, regarding the 
Chermurs of Malabar. 

2. I am also directed to intimate that the wishes of the Honourable the Pre- 
sident in Council to be kept acquainted, from time to time, with any further 
reports tliat may be made on this subject, and with any measures that may 
be taken for the improvement of tlio condition of the Chermurs, will be duly 
attaulcdlo. Iliuve,&c. 

(signed) AT. Cfuimwr, 

Fort St. Geoi^, 14 May 1830. Chief Secretary. 


Judiciul Depam 
went. 


(No. 284.) 

From J. P. Gra^t, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to No. ig. 

J. C. C. Suth^land,. Esq. Secretary to the' Indian Law Commission ; dated 
8 July 1839. ;*! 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter. No. 140, of the 8 th April last, I am directed by LegigUtive De- 
the Honourable the President in Council to forward to you, to be laid before the partment. 
Indian Law Commissioners, the accompanying Report bysMr. Graeme, dated 
14 January 1822. ^ I am, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Grant, ' 

^ Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

Council Chamber 8 July 1839. 1 
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COIIRESPON&BSNCS ON Sm 


No. 5. 
MADRAS. 


■ . —No.'S..*- ' . V ■ 

^ s', 

Kidnapping of CBitiDRSN in mtain Maritime Districts under the Madras 
Presidency ; — Seizure of a Native Brig at Madras vith 32 Chiii^li on boards 
Trial and Acquittal of the Parties. ' 


Extract Marine Letter from JRw# St. Gs&rgey dated l7th December, 

No. 10, of 1839. 


.!« Cons. 5 Nov. i Saj), No. 

IS 

„ 3 Ofc. 

Id Cons. 3 
/iJDy.toCons.io 
In Cons. 1 o 
Kidnapping children^ 


Para. 3. The beach magistrate having reported that he had 
caused the nacodah, or commander of a native brig, the Maydecn 
Bux, and certain other persons, ’^to be placed in custody on a 
charge of being concerned in kidnapping children, with an intent 
of dealing with them as slaves; we instructed the advocaffe-general 
to advise with Captain Biden as to the course proper to be pur- 
sued, with a new of bringing the parties to trial before the Supreme 
Court. Tliirty-two children, stated to have been* embarked at Calingapatam, 
and destined for Nagore, were discovered on board the brig, all of very tender 
age, none being more than ten, and some apparently only four years old. 

4. The Maydeen Bux has been detained in the Madras Roads, pending 
further proceedings ; and as the crew were on shore for examination, &c. it 
became necessary, for her preservation, to engage a competent crew, who have 
been placed in her, under the command of the Government ghaut syrang. The 
children rescued from the vessel being in a very destitute condition, were pro- 
vided with blankets, and are now under charge of the beach magistratti. 

b. As there appeared much reason to suspect, from an inquiry instituted by 
the bench magistrate, that other vessels were similarly engaged along the coast, 
particularly at Calingapatam, Vizagapatam, Biinlipatam, and Nagore, at. the 
first of which ports children were believed to be kept in waiting for another 
vessel bound to Nagore, we caused the collectors and magistrates of the 
different maritime districts to be put in possession of the facts detailed, and 
instructed them to adopt measures for putting a stop to the traflBlc, and for the 
apx)rehension and punishment of persons concerned therein. 

6. We also reported the circumstance to his Excelleiicy the Naval Com- 
mandi*-r-in-chief, in order thsit me.asurcs might Iw; adopted (in event of the 
charge being cstablisluid) for the seizure of the brig, under the slave-dealing 
Acts 5 Geo. 4, cap. 113; his Excellency has, in reply, intimated to us that the 
necessary orders on the subject had been issued, and steps taken, witlt a view 
to the connnanders of H. M. ships in the Bay of Bengal keeping a look out for 
slave-trading vessels, and co-operating with the civil authorities on the coast in 
the suppression of this illicit traffic. 


Extract Marine Letter from Fort St. George^ dated 1 1th February* 

No. 1, of 1840. 


In Cons. 24 Dec. 1839, Noe. 15, iG. 19 and 20, 
l«Dy. (o Cons. 7 Jan. 1840, Nog* 7 to 10. 

In Cons. 7 Jan. 1840, Nos 14 to 17. 

,, I4 Jan. ,, Nos. iG, 17, J20 to 23. 

In Dy. to Cons. 21 Jan. 1840* No. 
in Cons. 21 Jan. 1840, No. 

„ 28 Jan. „ No. f 

In Dy. to Cona. 4 Feb. 1840, No. ^ 

In Cons. 4 Feb. 1840, No. " f 


' Para. 2 . In that despatch, paras. 3 to 6, we Re- 
ported the detention of a native brig, the May- 
deen Bux, and the confinement of her commander 
and others, on a charge of kidnapping children, with 
an intent of deling with them as slaves; we now 
regret to state, through an omission in the in- 
dictment, which reflects great discredit upon the 
person who drew it up, the parties tried have been 
acquitted : and as the advocate-general was of opinion that the judgm^t 
given in the ease precluded any ulterior mea.sures, we authorised .the beadh 
magistrate to adopt measures for sending back the witnesses to thefr respective 
#slricts. and for the disnosal of the diildrsn taken fr^ the v^et. ' 

3. Among 
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8- AJnong the extraordinary statements which this investigation has placed 
on ^eortj, your Honourable Court will observe, that from the depositions of 
the corricopoly of the vessel, confirmed by his evidence in the Supreme Court, 
it appears that a number of children are sent away in native vessels from 
Nagore beyond sea, to countries eastward, and there sold to the Malays, or 
perhaps the Dutch ; and as it has been submitted that this traffic may extend 
along the coast of Sumatra from Bencoolen to Acheen, and .probably to other 
places newer to our settlements within the Straits of Malacca, we com- 
municated the circumstance to the resident councillor at Penang, and 
requested that the subject, might receive his attention, and that he would 
favour us with the result of his inquiries, in order that we might adopt such 
measures as might appear desirable. 

4. We have also requested the acting principal collector of Tanjore to make 
strict inquiries regarding the supposed traffic in slaves from the northern ports 
to Nagore, and from thence to the eastward, and report the result for our 
information. 


JiTDiciAL Despatch to Fort 8t, George^ dated 10 September (No. 12 ) 1840. 

« . 

Paras. 3 to 6 , Madras Marine Letter, dated 17 December (No. 10 ) 1830. 

— 2 to 4, - - - - - 11 February (No. 1 ) 1840. 

Para. 1. From these communications we learn that the owner and com- 
mander of a native brig Maydeen Bux, and other person.s belonging to that 
vessel, were apprehended in Madras Roads, and brought to trial before, the 
Supreme Court, on a charge of having kidnapped a number of young children, 
and of carrying them into slavery. Thirty-two children you state were dis- 
covered on board the brig, all of very tender age, none being more than ten, 
and some apparently only four years old. The prisoners were acciuitted in 
consequence of a flaw in the indictment, and no further proceedings could 
legally be instituted against them. 

2 . This residt is much to be regretted, and reflects great discredit on the law 
officers through whose negligence it occurred, an opinion which you wiU 
communicate to the advocate-general. 

3. Another vessel, Streevaslee Lutchmy, arrived about the same time from 
Rangoon, having ten young children on boanl, whom, though clmmed by the 
people of the vessel as their own, the master-attendant believed to have been 
illegally brought away from their native countiy. From the difficulty and 
uncertjunty which would attend any attempt to make good a charge against 
the suspected parties, the master-attendant was restrained from doing more 
than bind the nacoda or commander to be forthcoming under a heavy penalty 
for one year. 

4. From the information obtained by Captain Biden, the master-attendant, 
whose exertions are entitled to praise, it appears to be a common practicf; for 
Choliah tnulers to take young children on board their vessels at the. northern 
ports on the coast of Coromandel, and to convey' them to Nagore ; and that 
officer states tliat he has reason to believe tlmt the children are sent away in 
native vessels from Nagore to the eastward, and there sold to the Malays, or 
perhaps to the Dutch, and that this traffic extentls along the. coast of Sumatra 
from Bencoolen to Acheen, and probably to other places near to our settlements, 
within the Straits of Malacca. 

5. We approve of the instructions on the subject whicl^, you have issued to 
the collectors of your maritime districts, as well as of the communication 
addressed to the resident councillor at Penang. You will feel ft to be indis- 
pensably necessary that measures should be actively prosecuted t^. a sticccssful 
restdt, both for ascertaining the extent (whether it may have been grc'at or 
smaU) to which this traffic has been (parried, and for effectually supprt'ssing it 
fcM* the future. 

6 . Wg observe with much satisfaction that the late admiral on the Indian 
station tendered his cordial co-operation in putting an end to this species of* 

p slave 
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iawiei. rule iodopted at l^e suggeal^n. af Oaptaia Bidaii, that native 

m a'^ha r vessels sliall be searched at every port, mast, if properly enforced, secute the 

attainment of that object. . 

7. We desire that you trill lose no time in reporting to ns all furtiber Infor- 
mation trlneh you may procure on this interesting subject, as well as all 
measures which may be taken for the entire and effectual suppression of the 
practice which has been brought to light. ' 

We are, &c. * 

London, 16 September 1840. {^gned) JV, B. BojfU^. 

G. I^alL 
&c. &c. 


Judicial Despatch to India, dated 16 September (No. 15) 1840. 


KMnupping j-oung 
children. 

No. 13 , dated 
46 Sept. 1840. 


We transmit to you copy of a despatch addressed by us to the government 
of Fort St. George, respecting a practice of carrying young children into slavery, 
which has been discovered to prevail in some of the maritime districts subject 
to that presidency, and we have to desire that your attention may be directed 
to the subject. • 

We are, &c. 

(signed) TF. B. Bayley, 
G. Lyall. 


Extkact, Fort St. G’eoritjrc, Marine Consultation of 5 November 1839. 

No. 11 . Rejwl the following Letter from Captain Chris. Biden, Beach Magistrate, to the 

tile Secretary to Gkivernmiint, dated 4 November 1839. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the cojiy of a letter which I have addressed to 
the Company's solicitor. 

Tlic subject is of such vast importance, and reejuires such immediate atten- 
tion, that I have considered it my duty to adopt this course of proceeding 
witiiout loss of time. 

The detention of a vessel at this season of the year can only he justified 
under such extraordinary circumstances as those detailed in my letter to the 
Company's solicitor, and 1 shall suggest to him the expediency of permitting 
tile brig to depart after an examination of her crew, if consistent 4sdth the 
ends of justice. 

Under all these circumstances, I am most anxious to be relieved from the 
re.sponsibility I have undertaken, by receiving the orders of the Right honour 
able tlic Governor in Council for my guidance. 

I have, &c, 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Madras, Marine Poliae-o&ce, Beach Magistrate. 

4 November 1839. 


To A. Rowlandson, Esq. 

Sir. 

As Mr. Rose, the Company’s solicitor, is prevented by severe illness from 
attending at his office, I have the honour to acquaint you that 1 have taken 
and detained’ in custody tiie nacodah of the native brig Maydeen Bux, and 
several othijr pereons implicated ■mth him, on suspicion of their being con- 
cerned in Ikidnapping children under 1 0 years of age, probably with an ii^tent 
of dealing with them as slaves. | 

By the evidence adduced before me in support of these chargas, I am pf 
ojnnion that they are well grounded, and I feel it my duty to solicit yopr advice 
• •and assistance in a case of such vast importance to tiie puhRc inteKSC. i , 

Smee 
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Since the last examination of witnesses on Satuxday the 2 d instant^ at fiVe No^. 5 . 
p. u*f when 10 efaildren were taken by the marine police and 12 by the general m ABRA 8 . 
poUce, four more children have been found by the general police pecms, and 
aare identified with the same parties. 1 have therefore taken upon myself tlie 
responsibility of detaining the brig, although her port clearance has been 
obtained, because I consider further evidence can be obtained frorn her crew, 
and as the Maydeen Bux is sailing under British colours, it is probable that 
vessel may be liable to condemnation. 

Under these circumstances I shall feel obliged if you will favour me witii an 
interview, that we may adopt such immediate measures as may be deemed 
expedient, especially as the detention of the brig is of consequence during this 
unsettled weather. 

' 'I have, &c. 

(signed) Chris. Bidcn, 

Madras, Marine Police-office, Beach Magistrate. 

4 November 1839. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) Chris. Bideti, 

Beach Magistrate. 


Ordered that the following I.ietters be dispatched : — 7 

From Mr. Secret.U’y Robert Clerk (No. 282) to the Advocate-general, dated 

5 November, 1839. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you the accompanying copies of a letter and its enclosure from the beach 
magistrate, and to request that you will advise that officer as to the course 
which he should pursue in the case therein reported. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Clerk, 

Fort St. George, 5 November 1839. Sec. to Government. 


l^Vom Mr. Secretfuy Robert Clerk (No. 281) to the Beach Magistrate, 

dated 5 November 1839. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the -Ith instant, 
and to state that the Right honourable the Governor in Council entirely 
approves of the course which you have adopted in detaining the brig Maydccn 
Bux, but deems it right that you should apprise the advocate-general of tiie 
danger which she may incur from remaining in the Madras Roads a,t this season 
of the year, and of the maitner in which .she. is manned ami found, in onler 
that he may bring the subject to the notice of the authority compett^nt to pass 
orders for her due protection. 

A copy of a communication which has been addressed to the advocate- 
general on the subject of your letter under acknowledgment, is annexed for 
your information. 

I have, &c. 

* (signed) liohert Clerk, 

Fort St. George, 5 November 1839. Sec. to Government. 


Extbact, Fort St. George, Marine Diary to CjionsuIiTATion of 

12 November 1839. , , 

Received the following Iietter ii*om Captain Chris. Biden, Beaclt Magistrate, to 
^ the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 8 November *1839. 

Sir, , t 

0 I HA%E the honour to acquaint you tliat since the receipt of your letter of 
the 5th instant, and, with reference to the copy of a letter to the advocate- 
general enclosed therewith, I have been in communication with him respectiiilg 
* 38 . V 2 the 
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No. 11. 
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tibie charges ^alleged against the nacoda, the passimgers and crew ctf the brig 
Maydeen Bux> the seizure of that vessel^ and the risk attending her detention 
in wese roads at this season of the year. 

The advocate-general is of opinion diat every precaution should be used to 
ensure the safety of the Maydeen Bux, and that if a good opportunity should 
offer, it may be advisable to remove her to a more secure anchorage ; I am of 
opinion that Trincomalee affords the only safe and eligible harbour at this 
season of the j^ear, but being to leeward of Nagorc, whence the Maydeen Bux 
is bound, in the event of her release the loss of a season to her owners must 
arise if she was sent under the orders of Government to that port. * 

Under tlicse circumstances I have, with the advice and opinion of the advo- 
cate-general, adopted the best measures in my power for the security and safety 
of the brig at her present anchorage. 

I have transmitted to the Collector of Ganjam and Vizagapatam a summary 
of the evidence, and the deposition of the children, with a muster-roll descrip- 
tive of each child, together with all the information I have obtained regarding 
the custody of the nacoda, and the criminal acts charged against himself and 
others, and have requested that they will direct the most rigid search and 
inquiry on the subject throughout their jurisdiction. Pending this inquiry I will 
exert every possible means to ensure the safety of the Maydeen Bux. 

The ghaut syraug, a good teudal, and 16 Lascars, with two marine police 
peons, are now on board and have charge of her. I wish, as a preventive mea- 
sure, to supply her with, a spare anchor and cable ; the marine stores can supply 
the anchor, but I am anxious to obtain the sanction of Government to procure 
a 1 3-inch coir cable, which can be obtained by an indent on the Commissary- 
general. * 

1 have, &c. 

Madras Marine Police-office, (signed) Chris. Biden, 

8 November 1839. Beach Magistrate. 


(No, 291.) 

The Right honourable the Governor in Council approves of the proceedings 
of the beach magistrate reported in the above letter, and authorises the Com- 
missary-general to supply that officer with a 13-inch coir cable for the use of 
the brig Maydeen Bux. 

(By order) 

(signed) Robert Clerk, 

Fort St. George, 9 November 1839. Secretary to Government. 


Received the following Letter from George Norton, Esq. Advocate-general, to 
the Secretary to Government in the Marine Department, dated 6 November 
1839. 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Right honourable 
the Governor in Council, that an inquiry is now proceeding at the Police-office 
into a case of extensivt; slave de,aling carried on by sea, and at various ports of 
thi.s side of Indiii, by a vessel now in the roads owned and navigated by Mussul- 
nicn. The slaves discovered on board are all of very tender age, none being 
above seven or eight years old, and some apparently no more than four years 
old. 

Upon learning the matter from a personal communicatioh of the magistrate, 
the master-attendant (who is conducting this inquiry), I judged it expedient, 
without loss olj time, to instruct Mr. Rowlandson, the solicitor, who is the 
partner of theyrHonourable Company’s acting solicitor, at present confined to 
his bed by serious illness, to wait on the magistrates and offer his professional 
assistance (iu the place of the Honouralile Company’s solicitor) in the investi- 
gation now proceeding ; and, subject to th^ sanction of Government, I emneeive 
it a very fit case (should there appear eventually ground for committing any of- 
the parties charged for trial in the Supreme Court), for a public prosecution by 
the law officers of Government. 


At 
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At the same time it a}>pear8 fit thfUt I should recall to the consid^tion of th^ 
B%ht honourable the Governor in Council, that under the instructions of th^ 
supreme Giovernment of India communicate to the Chief Secretary in the letter 
of the Secretary to that Government of 9th September last, for the information 
of this Government (and which were forwaitied to me under the Minutes of 
Consultation of lOth ultimo. No. 807), the Government of India has directed, 
“ that it should rest entirely with the honourable Judges, on perusal of the 
depositions, to deh>.rmine in what cases of tho.«e sent uj) by the magistrates in 
which no counsel has been retmned for the prosecution, tlie services of the 
Grovemment officers should he emidoyed on the ]>art of the Crown.” 

If this rule should be strictly enforced, 1 should be premature in thus antici- 
pating the opinion of the honourable Judges. But I conceivt^ it must be obvious, 
on Consideration, that not only in tliis, but in all other cases, the professional 
assistance, which is chiefly valuable towards conducting the investigation, 
.seeking the available evidence, and maturing the case for cjounsel’s instruction, 
will be lost, and that any direction which may come from the honourable 
Judges, after they shall have considered of the depositions, will generally come 
too late for the law officers’ conducting the prosecution with due efficiency. 
Moreover, as neither they, nor the Judges themselves, will have had any oppor- 
tunity whatever of learning the real merits of the case, save as far as may 
appear from the depositions, the duty of counsel will, as 1 ai>prehend, be con- 
fined merely to the tenor of tht^se d(‘positions and the law as arising therefwan, 
both as regards addressing the jury or the court, and l;he examination of the 
witnesses at the trud. 

, With regard to the only other occasions in which the law officers of Govern- 
ment, under the^abovii instructions, are 1u inte.rff;r<* in aid of the prosecution, 
namely, “ when coumsel for the defence happen to retained,” I would crave 
to submit for conside.ratiou that the effect of this rule will sissurcdly be, 
that the law officers will never know of such retaining of counsel for the 
defence until the very eve of the trifd being called on, when those officers who 
arc to conduct the prosecution will never kno-^v more of the merits of the case 
than the depositions disclose, and hardly have time indeed to ascertain tlie 
purport of the depositions theinselvc's. 

I trust I shall be held excused, if 1 have been led out of my proper course in 
nt>ticing thus much ; but it sceiiie<l to me, at all evx-nts, necessary that 1 should 
explain to Governmeul. some grounds for my deviating in the present instance 
from the instructions forwivrdtid to me. 

I have, &e. 

(signed) George Nortoti, 

Fort St. George, a November 1839. Advocate-general. 

P. ;S.— The above was written previous to the receipt of your letter of yester- 
day’s date. 1 beg now to add, that upon subsequent communication with the 
beach magistrate, there appears much reason to suspect that other vessels are 
engaged in slave trafficking along the coast, and particularly at Calingapatam, 
Vizagapatiuu, Bimlipatam, and Nfigore, at the first of which ports children are 
now believed to he, kept in waiting for another vessel, which is bound to 
Nagore. I beg therefore to .suggest, that all the authorities on the nosist should 
be immediately apprised of this, and directed to take measures accordingly. 

Under the slave-dealing Act, 5 Geo. 4, c. 113, this vessel and her cargo 
will (in case the slave dealing shall be established) he forfeittnl, and she may 
possibly be so also under the Registry Acts. But there are none but the 
governors of Her Majesty’s colonies, or their deputed officers, or Her Majesty’s 
naval or milihu’y officers, who are competent to seizti such forfeitures, and they 
must be nohdemned hi some Vice-admiralty Court. That jurisdiction, it has 
been decided by the court here, does not exist at this presidency, for want of 
renewal of the commission to the chief justice. Under these circumsttmees, it 
appears to me exiiedient tlxat prompt notice should be sent jto rmval officers 
nearest to Madras, and also to the admiral of the station. In the* meantime, 

I have under my consideration, by what course the ves^d may legally be 
detained here or elsewhere*, 

* (signed) George Norton, 

6 November 1839. Advocate-general. 

238 . P 3 


M A PA A 3 





No. 19 . 


Sent the 

PsxiBa. Ck>T€atii]PMm (No. 293) to Hu> Excellent Rear^^mical Ae ^ Hbiiouiyi>le 
Sir K.G.B. Naval Ck>iiunana€ir4u>€hief, dated 1 1th Nervism- 

her 1839. • 


Sir, » 

Wb have the honour to transmit cojiy of a letter received fr^m the beach 
ma^strate at Madras, reporting the apprehension of the nacodah of a native 
brig, the Maideen Bux, on a charge of being concerned in slave-dealing; .with 
an extract from the opinion of the Advocate-general on the case, in order that 
your Excellency may adopt such measures as may appear proper in respect to 
the seizure of the brig, in event of the charge being established. . 

2. Thd‘«collectors and mfjgistrates of the different maritime districts have 
been instructed to adopt metisures to put a stop to the traffic in slaves which is 
stated to exist on this coast, and for the apprehension and punishment of 
persons concerned therein, and we trust that your Excellency will bt; pleased to 
direct the officers under your command on this station to co-operate with the 
local authorities in carrying into effect the above order. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Elphinstone. 


Fort St. George,.! 1 November 1839. 


John Bird. 


No. 13 . From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 292) to the Collcctt)r and Magistrate ol 

Vizjigapatam, dat«*d 1 i November 1839. 

Sir, 

TiiK nacf>dah of the native* brig Maydeen Bux has been apprehended at 
this port, upon a charge of being concerned in slavt* dealing, and as it has been 
brought to the notice of Government that tliere is much reason to suspect that 
other vessels are engaged iti slave trafficking along the coast, and particularly at 
Calingapatam, Vizagapatam, Bimlipatam, and Nagore (at the first of which 
ports chilflrcn are now believed to be kept in waiting for an opportunity of ship- 
ment to Nagore), I am directed by the Right hon. the Governor in Countiil to 
rt'cpiest that you will adopt mCasurtss for putting a stop to this traffic, and for 
the api>reliensiou and punishment of persons concerned therein. 

I have, &e. 

(signed) Robert Clerk, 

Fort St. Gecrgc, 1 J November 1 839. Secretary to Government. 

The same to the c;ollectors and magistrates of Ganjam, Rajahmundry, Masu- 
lijjatara. South Arcot, Tanjore, '^Tinnevelly, Malabar, and Canara. 


iso 14. Received the following Letter from Qiptain Christopher Biden, Beach Magis- 
trate, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 7 November 1839. 

Sir, 

I HAVK the honour to acquaint you, that I have taken under my care the 
children rescued from the nacodali, and other persons belonging to the native 
brig Maydeen Bux ; their condition is so destitute of all comfort that I have 
to request the Government will be pleased to allow a suy>ply of blankets for 
their use. , , . 

Tlicre are 28 children under suspicion of being kidnapped, and four other 
boys of a similar age and description, under my protection, who are supposed to 
belong to the brig, and they equally demand ray care. 

I have, &c. , 

(signed) Christopher Biden, 

Madra.s, Marine Police-office, Beach Magistrate. 

7 November 1839. 



Fort St. George, W 




^CTfttaxy to Go^omme 


EitTRACT, Fort St, George, Ma-rinb Consultation of 26 November 1839 

Read the following Letter from Captain Christopher Biden, Beach Ma^strate, 
to the Secretary to Government, dated 22 November 1839. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honoiir to enclose for your information, copy of a letter I have 
just received from the <;ollector and magistrate of Gaujam, in rejily to my letter 
relative to the children rescued from the nsicoda and other persons belonging 
to the Maydeen Bux. 

I am now endeavouring to obtain the information required, by a further 
examination of the children, and will transmit the same to Mr. Bannerman by 
this day’s post. 

1 beg leax’e t6 acquaint you, that on the 16tb instant I forwarded some 
important evidence to the collector of Vizagapatam, which T have every reason 
to believe will leatl to further information and disclt>sures touching this affair, 
and to assure you that I will follow uj> the inquirj’' with every exertion and 
endeavour tm my part to meet the ends of justice. 

I have:, Sbc. 

(signed) • Christopher Biden, 

Madras, Marine Police-office, Beach Magistrate. 

22 November 1839. 


(No. 271.) 

To C. Biden, Esq., Master Attendant and Beach Magistrate, Madras. 


Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of j’^our letter, dated the 5th 
instant, with its several enclosim^s, which just now reached me, on the subjt!ct 
of the children who have been shii>ped from the port of Calingapatam, in this 
district, on the native brig Maydeen Bux. 

I have sent instructions to my head assistant, who is at present in the neigh- 
bourhood, to proceed to Calingapatam, and institute an intpiiry into the case, 
with the view of obtaining information in resptict to the transaction, and such 
corroborative evidence as may be made available towards the conviction of the 
offending parties. 

From the descriptive roll which accompanied your letter, it would appear 
that a number of the children came from the neighbourhood of Vizagapatam ; 
but in most ORses the names of the villages to which the parents of the chil- 
dren belong are not mentioned. I have communicated copy of |he examina- 
tion alluded to in the 4th partigraph of your letter to the magistrate of Viza- 
gapatam, with a request that he will ascertain whether the statement made 
by the boy is correct. It seems also to me desirable that 1 thould be furnished 
by yOu with the names of the several* villages to which the children respec- 
tively belong, in order that‘1:he parents may be traced, and information obtained 
in resjiect to the circumstances under which thp children may have been 
enticed or kidnapped from their houses. 

338. p 4 
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No. 


5 * 


MADRAS- 


I have given directions for the search of suspicious vessels sailii^ :^e 
ports in this district, as suggested in the concluding paragraph of your latter, 
and I shall have the honour of communicating the result at a future period. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. A. Bannerman, 

Ganjam District, Magistrate’s Office, ^ * Collector and Magistrate. 

Purlah Remedy, 13 Nov. 1839. • 

^ (A true copy.) 

(signed) Chins. Biden, 

Beach Magistrate. 

Ordered, that the foregoing letter be recorded. 


Extract, Fort St. Marine Diary to Consultation of 3d Dec. 1839. 

Received the following Letter from ([Captain Chris. Biden^ Beach Magistrate, 
to the Secretary to Government, dated 27 November 1839. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the .5th instant, I have the honour to for- 
ward herewith a bill on the East India Company, amounting to Company's 
rupees 176. 4., being the amount due to the sea Lascars whom I engaged to 
t^e charge of the Maydeen Bux, and request you will be pleased to obtoiu the 
sanction of Government for the payment of the same. 

I beg further to- state, that I deemed it necessary to engage a competent 
crew for the Maydeen Bux, on a monthly salary, which I have already done, 
and have placed them undtir the command of the Government ghaut syrang. 

I have, &c. 

Madras, Marine Policci- office, (signed) Chris. Biden, 

27 November 1839. Beach Magistrate. 


(No. 322.) 

The Right honourable the Grovemor in Council sanctions the bill received 
with the above letter, for the hire of native sea Lascars to take charge of the 
Maydeen Bux, amounting to rupees 176. 4. (one hundred and seventy-six, and 
annus fimr.) 

(By order.) 

Fort St. George, 30 Nov. 1839. (signed) , Robert Clerk, 

Secretary to Government. 


Extract, Fort St. George, Marine Consultation of .3d December 1839. 

Read the following Ijetter (No. 14) from his Excellency Rear-Admiral the 
Honcjurable Sir Fred. L. Maitland, k.c.b. Naval Commander-in-Chief, to 
his Excellency the Right honourable Lord Elphinstone, Governor in Council, 
&c. &c. &c. Madras, dated 21st November 1839. 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to acknowdedge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter in 
Council of the 11th instant, with its enclosures, upon the subject of the 
d«*,tcntion of a vessel calknl the Maideen Bux under the slave laws, and 
requesting the co-operation of Her Majesty’s ships under my orders in the 
supiiression of a slave tratle which apjiears to exist on the eastern side of 
the peninsula of India ; and, in reply, I beg to acquaint your Lordship 1% 
Council that *I have this day sent orders to Captain Bethune, of Her Majesty’s 
ship Conway, to await his arrival at Madras (where he may be novr daily 
expected frbm the Tenasserim coast), or to the senior officer of Her Majes- 
ty’s ships and vessels that may happep to be at that presidency, to icom- 
municate with yom- Lordship’s Government upon the subject, and to adopt 
such measures with regard to the vessel alluded to, and for the suppression .of 
the Slavic^ trade in question, «as may appear to him to be legal and advisable, 
and recommended by the law officers of the Government, and also to call the 

attention 
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thereto of tlie captnins or commanders of any of Her Majesty’s ships be 
miqlr meet' in tiie Bay of Bengal, in order to their keeping a look-out for 
vessels of the above description, and co-operating with the civil authorities oh 
the coast, fis occasions may occur, whilst employed on that side of India. 

And 1 beg to assun; your Lordship in Council that everything in my power 
shall be done to ptit a stoj) to the illicit traffic represented in your Lordship’-s 
communication above-mentioned. 

I have &c. 

V (signed) t'red. L. Moitimul, Rear-Admiral 

• • and Connnander-in-Cliicf. 

Wellesley, in Bombay Harbour, 

21 November 1839. • 


(No. .320.) 

1. RESonviiD, that a copy of the above letter be furnished to the Marine 
Board, for tlndr information, and that they requestc^d to catise the packet 
thertiin mentioned to be delivered to Captain Bi-tliun(.\ or tht^ conuuan<ler of 
the first vessel in Her Majesty’s service wliieli nia}^ enter the Madras Roads. 

2. Resolved, that a copy of the letter from las ENce.llency the Naval Corn- 
mandcr-in-chief be. transmitted to the advocattj-geueral, in rcfcTe:ncc to his 
communication of the 0th ultimo. 

(By oi*dcr.) 

(signed) Rohvrt Clerk, 

Fort St. George, .‘3 Deeember 1 839. See^ to Government. 


Exthact Fort St. Georf'e, Makinr Diaky to Consult at tON of 

loth Deet'mber IH3f). 

Rt'ceived the following l^etter fj-oin Captain Chris. liidetf, Beadi Magistrat(i, 
to the S<!cretary to Government, dated 4 Deccunber 1839. 

Sir, ^ 

I haa'R the lionour to forward, for the information of tlu? Right honourabh^ 
the Governor in C'ouncil, copy of a letter, with its enclosure, which I have this 
day ret'iaved from the collector of Ganjam. 

The information wbicdi these lettiTs (;onvey corroborate suidk material points 
of the evidence adduced before me against the owner, the naeoda, and other 
persons, lately belonging to tin; Maydoen Bux, and now in custody muter .a 
charge of piracy and fclonv, that 1 consi«ler these offences can be; cU'arl)" 
proved against them. 

1 will forthwith communicate this fmrtlnT intelligenee to tin; advocate- 
general, and lose no time in ae<iuaijiting the collector of Ganjam wlnUber in 
his the advocate-gen ('ral’s opinion it is iu;ec-ssary to liu\ c any of tin; vvitnt;ssi;s 
alluded to in these reports brought to the prcsideiu'y to give evidonen; in suj)- 
])ort of the prosc;cution. 

1 have, &o. 

Madras, ]Nfarine Police-office, (signed) Chri.'t. liiden, 

4 De(;cmbcr ! 839. Beach Magistrate. 


(No. 288.) 

T<j the Master Attendant and Beach Magistrate, Madras. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 5th, and to my cummrmicatiou to your 
address dated the 13th in.stant, 1 have the honour to transmits for your infor- 
mation, copy of a letter received from my head assistant, rejjorting the result 
o^his inquiry into the ciroumstantjes connected with the recent shipment of 
<;hildren from the port jof Galingapatam, on board the native brig Maydeeu 
^ Bux. 

. Prom Mr. Conway’s letter, you will observe that tiu; embarkation of tin; 
children on board that wssel by the nacodah mid others belonging to the brig, 
238, _ Q can 
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No. 5. can be proved by a number of individualK who have been examined, ' and the 
MADRAS, substance of whos<‘. declarations is stateil in Mr. Conway’s letter ; but the. fact 
of the children ha\’ing been conveyed away from thenee, with a view to their 
being introduced at Njigore or elsewhere as slaves, can, I presume, be suffi* 
oiently established by evidence already available at Madras, if further evidence 
OB that head shonld be required. One or more of the persons mentioned in 
Mr. Conway’s letter might lie produced as witnesses. To support a charge of 
kidnapping, however^ ! conceive it would be necessary to adduce such evidence 
as would show that^the'l^seession of the children was improperly obtained, 
either by force or fraud, ‘"B/ the parties in whose custody they have been foi.irtd ; 
but as the children do not appear to have been procured in the neighbourhood 
of Calingapatam or from any places within the Umits of this district, it has 
not been practicable to ascertain under what circumstances they may hafr*. 
come into the possession of the Choliahs. It seems probable that most of the 
children have been brought from the Vizagapatara district, where much dis- 
tress was experienced during the past sea.s(m ; but if the names of the villages 
to which £he parents of the children belong can he ascertained, as suggested in 
my letter of the 13th instant, the means would be afforded of prosecuting the 
inquiry with more effect. 

it would he observed that the head assistant magistrate has communicated 
to the magistrate of the Vizagapatam district such part of the examinations 
taken by him as seemed calculated to assist Mr. Arbuthnot in the inquiries 
he may "have instituted into the case, with the result of which I conclude he 
will acquaint you. 

Measun-s have been adopted to prevent the embarkation on vessels touching 
at or sailing from the ports in this district, of <!hildren or young persons not 
belonging to such vessels. 

1 have, &c. 

Ganjam District, (signed) It. A. Bannerman, 

Magistratc’s-officc, Purlah Remedy, Magistrate. 

27 November 1839. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) Chris.‘'Bide7i, 

Beach Magistrate. 


Sir, 


To the Magistrate of Gtinjam. 


I HAD the honour to receive on Friday last at Ghicac^ole your letter of th('. 
13th instant, forwarding for my information an original letter with its enclosures, 
from the beach magistrate at Madras, and requesting me to institute an inquiry 
into a case of a number of young children having been shipped from Calinga- 
I)atam, on board the native brig Moydeen Bux, which sailed from that port 
about tlie beginning of last month. 

A number ol paupers find relief at Chicacole, by the charitable exertions 
of the resident missionary, Mr. Dawson, wiio is assisted by subscriptions re- 
ceived from the European and native inhabitants at the station, and as I was 
aware thst many of those unfortunate people had emigrated from the Vizaga- 
])atam district in consequence of the s(;ar<nty, and as many of the children 
ref(‘rnd to have come from that neighbourhood, I thought that I might pro- 
])ably obtain, throtigh their means, some information in rc'spcct to the transac;- 
tion iindi^r notice, or tliat I might l>y chance find amongst them the parents of 
some of the children ; with this view, I got the list, containing the names of 
tht^ children and of their parents, taken to the. place where they are fed. I 
failed in obtaining any infonnotion direct from them, but it happened that there 
was present a peon, who has bi;en peimittc'd to assist in distributing the alms 
to those people, Svho mentioned that an orphan child, by name. Modena Sail), of 
: * * 'roouee Pikarowpett, in the Vizagapatam district, had 


is not iui.prol>.ihli.- that tSjjs .1^. the 
in ilie accond sheet tlic list, 'is ih<! 
lerc alliid^cl to, and thut in j^iving Has- 
iaib as his An iner and present name, he 
sit undenstoocl ilie question put to Inin ; 
geand height nniiffd in the list agiec 
it^t fiiviii hj tht peon. 


been fed for some rime at this a.sylum, and had been taken 
away by some Cliolia people (names unknown) ; he saw 
boy in the town of Chicaeole, with his head shaved, in 
the cojnpany of the above- iTfi,enrioTied people, who had 
with them thnte or four Dther children, and on his asking * 
the boy why he had ceased to come for his food at the 

clmritable 
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charitable iu^ititutioii, he told him that the Cholia people had otfiered tp talm 
better care of him, and that he wished to go vdth them. The peon learnt firom 
the Cholia people, that they belonged to Nagore, and wert^ proceeding at that 
time towards Berhamiwre ; and he informed me that strangers of the Cholia 
caste,, in passing through Chicacole, usually lodged in the house of a person 
named Meera Saib. I accordingly sent for Meerah Saib, and he has stated 
that Tambuham, the nacoda of the before-mentioned l>rig, lodged in his 
house for two months, he (the nacoda) having come to^>hicacole for the pur- 
pose of disp<^sing of part of the cargo of his vessel ; y|g^||P|^ral of the crew, &c. 
had accompanied him, and some of thf^m had goTV^I& Bimlipatam for a short 
time, and returned bringing with them four cluldren, which the nacoda and 
crew proceeded with to Calingapatam,' they, after they were brought into his 
house : he states he does not know how they were procured, but they were not 
of his caste, and without hesitation informed me that two Cholia people hatl 
that very mornmg brought with them from Bimlipatam twt) cliilclreu of the 
same description. <• r 

On examining the two persons above alluded to, as to how the)' became 
possessed of the children in question, they state that their jiarents brought 
them to them at Bimlijiatam, and begged them to take them, and in return 
they gave a few rupees. One of the children is a girl of about seven years, 
and the other a boy of about five years of age ; they have mentioned their own 
names and that of their relations ami villages, aud^ corroborate the statement 
made by the Cholia people. 1 have sent copies of the proceedings taken 
b)' me in the above matter to tlu‘ .msigistrate of Vizagapatam for his informa- 
tion ; and I have inform(?d him that the parties will be detained at Ciiicacole, 
pending his wishes in resp^t t<j tlitiir disposal. 

On arriving at Calingjijfatam on Saturday morning ; I sent for two (’holia 
people who I undt^rstood to bt* residing in the villagt', and 1 discovered they 
had under their protection three children wlii<;h they had obtained under 
somewhat similar circumstances ; two of these children are very young, but 
from the inquiries 1 have made, I have no doubt but that they have adopted 
them in consequence of their friendless and destitute state. One of the above 
children has been about a year, and the other three or four months with them ; 
the third is a lad about 14 or 15 years of age ; lus father and mother, it api>ears, 
belonged to the vilhige of Calingapatam, and dic^l when he w'as three years old, 
since which he has been adopted into the family of one of the Cholia people 
above-mentioned, has never left the village, and has adopted their dress and 
caste. 

The nacoda of the brig Moydeen Bee, during the period his vessel was 
detained at this port, rented an empty house from the Cholia people above 
mentioned, and his crew and some of the passengers rented houses from other 
parties here. These parties saw the children before they were shippe^d, and 
would seem to have been aware that they had been brought from Biinlipatiuu. 
The barber of the village states, he shaved the heads of 10 or 15 children, of 
various castes, at the house rented by the nacoda, au<i if rc'quiretl wfmld no 
(ioubt be able to re<!ognisc some of the children. TIk; owner and tindals of 
six boats, spetik to having taken . on boiurd the whole party, and eac;}i boat 
carried from three to fiv<* children. One i>arty mentions, that the day after 
the children were shipped a j)erson, by name Syad Saw, took al>out 1 0 children 
with him to Bimlipattim, which account corroborates what the boy llussum 
Ally, alias Cossee Unna, has stated, viz. that there were 14 children left 
behind to be shipped by another opportunity, and I imagine they have been 
shipped from Bimlipatom, or are there still ; this eireumstanee I have commu- 
nicate<l to the magistrate of Vizagajiatam. 

I' examined the two Cholia people, and the jigent of the vessel, in the ho^je 
of obtaining some information from them as to the object these children are- 
required for, but they answered, very reluctantly and. equivocally all the questions 
put to them, and 1 fancy the fact of their having been so intimattdy .connected 
with the nacoda and his party is the cause- of their being unwi}ang to com- 
mi^iicate any infonnation which tl^ey probably, are possessed of. The sea 
custom goomastah states, that he saw the children, hut that having been told 
>y the nacoda and others that they were part of their families, wliioh they 
brought from Bimlipatam, he had no suspicion of there being anything improper 
or I’equiring to be reported. 
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nO CORRKSPON0BNCE ONrTHE SW'E TRADE^ 


I am incMned to thitik that the children have not been procured in this 
neighhourho<Ki, and were brought at intervals, and that they have been obtained 
by the exertions of the nacoda and his crew, unaided by residents in these 
parts, and if the abov<> circumstances do not afford evidence of the nature 
required to bring the parties now at Madras to justice, that fiirther evidence 
can only he obtaintnl by theVizagapatam magistrate. 1 understand during the 
famine whi«di prcvailcji in the northern districts, in 1832“ 311, a number of 
children, obtained under similar ciiH;umstancc‘s U) the present, were discovered 
at Masulii)atam, and «the parties, who were Cholia pe.ojde also, were brought 
to trial b<*forc the court of that zillah, but the Foujdarcti Adawlut, in their pi'o- 
ceedings untlcr date the I7th September 1831), have declared that the sale of 
the chihl in the; ])rovinc<*s, in a season of famine, is not punishable by the 
Maliomedan law, and jiulging by the accoxint given by the. children, and the 
pK%sont sipperaranco of the circumstanct! under which children came into their 
pf)s,s<'ssion, 1 am of opinion it will he found that the jK)verty and distress 
which is prevailing, has occasionc<l the unnatural disposal of the children by 
their piu’ents, or in other eases that their orphan and destitute state has led 
childn'U to accej)t the protection of these Cholia pc'ojjle, and under these 
eircumstances that there will l)t^ a diffitadt}' in bringing to ])unishment any 
j)arties we may a])])reheiid w’ho have tla; children of others in their possession ; 
hut if it is apjjndicudt'd that advantage is taken by these Cholia peoplt* to 
procure cliildreti in times of sciuaaty, with a view of subjecting them in their 
country to slavery, 1 Avoulil venture to point out the facilities ojuui tt) them for 
(^fleeting their Jiecessary object, so long as the unfortunate parents or destitute 
eliildnni <“au find no otlu^r asylmn. 

Tliere arc uc/vv a number of miserable objects at Chieacole which the cliavitsi- 
ble institution <‘stablishcd there has been tlie means of drawing to that point, 
hut on the removal of the court from fliu^aciole, the means now at the disposal 
of the. rnissirmary alluded to will be. withdrawn, and unless those unfoi’tunatc 
pco])le. are ridievtid by the bounty t)f (.Jovernment, tlmir st.ate will be miserable. 
I would therefore lakt; tins op})ortunity of roeomimniding some steps to be 
a.dopted for their r<*llef. 

1 have issued the iiee.(*ssai'y orders to the olfi(;ers at the stivend ports along 
tin* coast for jm'veiitiug any ehildreij being shi])pcd therefrom, and I request 
to be informed what yon wish t<» be done with the cliildrcn lu're ami at Cliica- 
colc, found in the. possi'ssiou of t^j[c Cholia. \)Coj)lc above-mentioned, and also 
with any cahors who may be recovert'd from \)ersous who liaA’c obtained them 
umler sijuilar circiunstances. 


I have, &c. 

CUdingapatam, (signed) T. Comrnif, 

21 NovcuiIkt 1831). 1 lead Ass‘ xMagistrate. 

(IVuo coin.) 

(signed) 11.. A. linmuT/nau, 

Magistrate. 

(A true eopy^.) 

(signed) Vhris\ Wden, 

Beach Magistrate. 


Sent the following I..etter from Mr. St'cretary Rohn’t derk (No. 330) to the 
Magistrate of Cfatijam, dated (> December 1839. 

Sir, 

Tiik beach magistrate! at Madras having ftirnisbed the Govemnicnt w'Rh 
copies of his eorresi)ondenee with you relative to children which appear to have 
been taken on board a vessel at the northern ports, for the purjiose of bejlng 
disposed of as slaves, I am dire'cted to inform you that the Right honourable 
the C«ov<*mor in (\)uucil attaches great importance to the thorough investiga- 
tion of tlje suhjetd, and that it is reejuisite pronq)t information should be ftlr- 
nisliqdi@!ii;i the* 'brig Ma} deeu Bux, in which certain children were discovered, 
is detained pemling the iuqvdry'. 

I I have, &c. \ 

Fort St. f icorge, (signed) Robert Clerk, 

ft December 1 839. Secy to Government. '' 

• The same to the magistrate of Vizjigapatam. 
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Extract, Fort St . George, MAkinis Consultation of lOth Decoml)er 1839. 

Bead the following Letter (No. 70) from 11. A. BanneromH, Esq. Collector and 

Magistrate of Ganjam, to the Secrt^tary to (3ovormn<‘nt, Fort St. George, 

dated 29 November 18S9. 

Sir, * 

I HAVK the honotir to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the lltli 
instant, and beg to state that I h;ul previously rt‘et*ived a’ c*5mmunication from 
the master-attendant aiul be&ch magistrate at JMadras, on the subject of the 
transaction in which the nacodah of the. native brig Moytbu'u Tiux is implicfited, 
anti, in consccpjence, I had deputed by bead assistant to institute an inquiry 
into the e.ase. 

It ap}>ears that about the beginning of last month betwetm 20 and 30 children 
were shipj)f'd at the port of Calingapatam on boa,r<l tia' Moy^leen Ilux, by the 
nacodah and others belonging to tht^ vessel, whom tlit're is rt’ason to bf-lieve 
they bad procured in the adjoining district of Vizagapatam, iT> whicdi eoijsidi'r- 
able tlistress, the government w'ill be aware, prevailed during tbi' past season. 
None of these children appear to have been obtained from places Avitbin the 
limits of this district; and, consequently, it has not be(m praeticaide for me to 
ascertain undj^^r what <‘ircumstanc‘es they came into the possession of the, 
Choliah people ; but it is, 1 think, t.»> be appreluauh'd that in some instances 
j)Overty and distress may b;ive h*d to tlu' dis])osal of ebiUhen by their parents, 
tm<l in many other c'.ases tb.at their nridian and destitute state may haA^e led the 
children to aeca^pt the, protc'ction of whotwer oiferi'd them the means of sub- 
.sisten<*e. 

I have (U)mmuuieattHl the particulars of the information obtained in respect 
to the* c'hildren sbipjied from Calingapatam to tin* Ix'aeh magistrate at Madras, 
with a. vicnv to the* adoj)tion b) him of suc*h further measures as may seem 
ad\isablc in respect to tin* parties noAV in custody, and for the disj)os;d of the 
childrc'n. 

I consider the s«*a-<*ustom officer at C Calingapatam to be V(;ry blam(‘ublc for 
not liaAing reported tin* eircumstaiKa* of tlu* shipment of tin*. ebildr<‘n on the 
brig in question. .M(>:tsures haA'c* been adoi)ted to [>reAH*ut the oceuri’ence of 
any similar transa«diou in futuri*, and for tin* appreln*nsion of any i)ersons Avho 
may be. eomu-rned in such dealings. 

1 liaA'e, &e. 

Ganjam District, (signed) It. .. 1 . Jlaunerman, 

ColUndor uinl Magistr.'iti’’s-offic(‘, C’ollector ainl Magistrate. 

Purlah lleinetly, 

29 November 1839. 

Oi'dered, that the foregoing letter be recnwdtHl. 

(IVin^ e.xtraets.) 

//. A^. C. M(t.son, 

Acting Deputy See-' to Gov‘. 


Extract, Fort St. George, Mauini? Consultation of 24t.li December 1839. 

Read the follovtdng Letter (No. Ill) from TV. U. Arhuthoot, Esq. Magistrate 
of Visagajwtam, to the Secretary to ( JoA'^ernment in the Marine Dt^partment, 
Fort St. George, dated 12 December 18.39. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge* the receipt of your letter, dated the 6 th 
instant, informing gie that the Right honourable the Governor' in Council 
attaches great importance to the iiiA^esiigation relative to the children who 
a])pear to have been taken on board A essels at the northern ports for the pur- 
pose of Ijcing disposed of as slaves, and that it is requisite prompt information 
should be furnished, as the "brig Moydeen Bux is detained pentling th(^ inquiry. 

No exertions will he spared on my jiart for the prompt and thorough inves- 
tigation of the case. I have already examined many persons ; but I have 
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experienced considerable difficulty in tracii^ the relations of the children, in 
consequence of their house-names not haring bi^n furnished to me. On the 
6th instant I addressed the beach magistrate, requesting him to supply this 
defect, and I am only writing his reply to re-commeihee the investigation; when 
it is completed I shall have the honour of submitting copies of my proceedings 
for the information of Government. 

I have, &c. 

Vizagapatam, Magistrate’s-office, (signed) W. U. Arhuthnot, 

12 Dcicember 1839. Magistrate. 

Ordered to be recorded. 


Read the. following Ijctter from Captfun Chris. Biden, Beach Magistrate, to the 
Secretary to Ciovemment, dated 2 1 December 1839. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to enclose copy of a letter just received from Ganjam. 

1 have forwarded the depositions for immediate translation to the Gentoo 
translator of the Supreune Court, and will lose no time in furnishing the advo- 
cate-general with the translated copies the moment they are returned to me. 

The assistance of a government translator, in daily attendance at my office, 
will be of great service, as the papers belonging to the owner aird nacoda of 
the Maydecn Bux are now being examined for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether they contain any information of sufficient importance to be submitted 
for the consideration of the law officers. 

I have, &c. 

Madras, Marine Police-office. (signed) Chris. Biden, 

21 December 1839. Beach Magistrate. 


(No. 307.) 


To the Master Attendant and Beach Magistrate, Madras. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your hitters, dated the 5th 
and6th instant, a nd, in reference to the observ’ations contained in the commu- 
nication from the advocate-general, beg to forward copies of the examinations 
taken before the head assistant magistrate, touching the embarkation of the 
children at Calingapatam on board the brig Moydeeii Bux, as i)er the annexed 
list, which will enable you, in communication with the Comi)any’s law officers, 
to determine whether it w^ill be necessary to produce any of these individuals 
as witnesses, in the event t)f the commitment for trial of the nacodah and others 
now in (mstody. 

By my letter, dated the 30th ultimo, you will have been ’made acquainted that 
none of the children whose names are contained in the descriptive rolls which 
have been furnished by you, were procured from places under my jurisdiction, 
and consequently it is not in my power to obtain any information or evidence 
in x-espect to the circumstances under which the nacodah and others belonging 
to the brig got possession of the children. Upon these points the magistrate 
of Vizagapatam will no doubt communicate to you such information as he may 
be hble to procure. 

' I have, &c. 

flanjam District, (signed) R. A. Bannerman, 

CoUec'' & Mag**^’" Office, Purlah Remedy, Collector and Magistrate. 

14 December 1839. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Beach Magistrate. 
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List* of the Dfei*6siTibsrs. 
Deposition fpyen by 


No. 1 . Terpomalasetty Psiupiab. 

2 . Cokah Codundramiah. 

3 . Mungaly Appegadoo. 

4. Puppoo Yerruppah. 

5. Tayarauddoo. 

6 . Puppoo Ramasawmy. 
Mylapilly Unkooloo. 

8 . Barwanah Maidoo. * 

9. Vausepully Boosakiah. 


No. 10 .’ Myiahpully llamoodoo. 

11 . Dausary TJtchuppah. 

12- Gungodah Mooselyquadoo 

13. Royaty Yerruppah. 

14. Mylapully Dauladoo. 

I.**. Voray Daunasoo. 

16. Aloerah Saheb. 

1 7 Khfuiul Meera Saheb. 

1 8. Mahomed Ebaram. 


'*• (signed) li. A. Iian»erman, 

Ganjam District, Collector and Magistrate., 

Collector and Magistrate’s-office, Purlah Remedy, 

14 December 1839. 


(A true copy.) 
(signed) 


Ordered to he recorded. 


Christopher liiden. 

Beach Magistrate. 


Extract, Fort St. George., Marine Diary to Consultation of 

7 th January 1840. 

Received the, folloAving Letter (No. 116) from tV. U. Arbvthnot, Esq. Magi- 
strate «)f Vizagapatum to the Secretary to Government in the Marine 
Department, St. George, tlated 24 December 1839. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for submission to the Right honourable the 
Governor in Council, a copy of my report to Captain Biden, connected w'ith the 
children supposed to have been shipped at the northern ports, together with 
the statement therein referred to. 

I have not considered it necessary to send a copy of the depositions, as they 
amount to 43 in number, and arc very voluminous. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) W. U. Arbuthnot, 

Vizagapatam, Magistrate’s-office, Magistrate. 

24 December 1839. 


(No. 117.) 

To Captain Biden, Beach Magistrate of Madras. 

Sir, 

Para. 1. I have now the honour to submit my proceedings (with translations), 
relative to the children supposed to have been taken on board vessels at the 
northern ports, for the jmrpose of being disposed of as slaves. 

2 . In this investigajtion my attention has been principally directed to two 
points ; first, to ascertain, as far as practicable, the history of the children dis- 
covered on board the Moodeen Bux : secondly, to aseertaiii t«) what extent the 
practice of procuring children has been carried, and how long it has existed. 

3. I have prepare<l a statement which briefly (jxhibits the information I have 
been able to procure relative to the children now under your charge. I have 
been unable to trace the relations of many of the children, although f have done 
everything in my power to effinst this object ; in the first instance, 1 causetl pro- 
clamations to he made throughout the district calling on any pers^ms who had 
lost their children during the famine to apiicju" before me, and repr<?sent their 
case, as tliere was a prospect of their children beiug restored to them ; none of 
the relations of the children under your charge tiarae forward on this invitation, 
but ijtany others have appeared ; some have stated that their children have been 
lost, while others acknowledged that tliey sold tliem. Subsequent^, on receiving 
tl>e house-names of the boys, mid the residing villages of their parent.*? or rela- 
tions, I issued orders to the different heads of police to cause the attendance of 
the latter before me ; many of them, particularly those who were stated to be 
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CORRESPOKdIENCE on tHE slave fRADE, 

No. 5- residents of Vizaf^apatam, were not to be found, nor is this surprizing when the 
MAOKAi^. eireumstanccs of the past seasons are taken into considemtion. In conse- 
quence of the number of starving families who crowded into Vizagapatam, a 
subscription was raised, and a choultry established, where rice and conjee were 
distributed to such as, from their age, debility, or state of health were unable 
to work. This attracted numerous families from a great distance who, for a 
time, resided in Vizagapatam ; but Jis the famine did not extend be 3 mnd the 
northern frontit-ir of the district, many of them eventually <;migrated to the 
Gaujam distri<it, and even beyond it. Vizagapatam and the adjoining hamlets 
are mentioned as the residing villages of most of the children. I am inclined 
to think that some of tluan must havci come there nierely' for the time, as their 
names are pei'fectly unknown. 

4. In the, accompanying proceedings will be found the depositions of sueli of 
tlu* relations as could be found. 

.5. I have seen no rejison tx) suppose that the Cholialis themselves have 
used violeucc to procure children, simply because T know that any number of 
them might have bec-n procured for the merest trifle, or f'ven by ])ersons of 
respe.ctubility for Tiotbing at all. The praeficre of j)nreliasing e.hihlreu is, how- 
ever, a most o];i<‘<!tiouabie oiu;, and ought to be prohibited, beeaust it serves as 
an iuduceiiient to uuprjuei])l^^d persons It) kidnaj) children and dis])o.se of them 
as their ou ji. That tltis has been done in sev<?ral instances, my present pro- 
ceedings suffieit'iitly j)rove. Indf-fnl there seems too much reason to sup])ose 
that the (lln)liahs have not only neglected instituting any inquiries regarding 
the chilth’en brought ft)r sal<% but that they have in some instances purchased 
them from persons whom they must have known to be in the habit of t.raffli;king 
in children. 

(). You will not fail to observe that statements hare been taken from all those 
suspected bj' jmu of being ooneerued iulbi.s transaction, as well as from several 
others who seem to have beeu eoueei’ned with them. The j)erson.s udiose state- 
ments are niai'ked from No. 14 to No. 20, are in custody, and will he detained 
till jnur wishes reganiing them ar<“ made known to n)e. 

7. I now iKiss to the second point to whuth my attention has been directed, 
viz. the ('Xleut to which the* praetiec of i)rocuriug children has been (jarried, 
and bow long it has existe<l. 

H. BiiviUpatam, which was formerly a Dutch s<*ttlcrnent, has from time imm(!- 
inorial b<‘cn the resort of Cboliah mcr<rban1s. The liead-qtiarters of these 
])ersons is Nagore, hut some members of tlx* family rt'side at lJindi)>a,t,'un, and 
jiussing to aTul from their own oountrv', carrying on a very extensive tr.ade. 
The evidence which 1 now forward prov<-.< beyond a doubt that these ])ersous 
hav<> ever been in the habit of procuring children, and eouvejMng tlu'iii to their 
own (;onntT}’'. 'riiey allegi-, and the peo])le of the eountr}' evidentl}'^ give credit 
to their assertions, tliat tlieir object is tt) ])roeure conv<“rts to th<-ir religion, 
Ijusears for their vessels, and sla\'<‘s for <lomestic purjioses. It is not in ray 
pow er to as(;' rtain w'hat Ixicomes of tlic eliililren carried away from this part of 
the country. I hate ajjjilied to the: magistrate of I’anjore for informatiou on 
tills point, but have not yet received his ans\v<a’. J have found IG childnm in 
the houses of tlx' different t'holiahs now' residing at Biinlipatain. 1 have taken 
di'positioris from such of them as were ohl enough to m 5 #.ke themselves under- 
stood, and they' all ex]iress themselves jierfet'tiy'^ satisfied with their situation. 

I sliould wish to be informi'd of the wishes of Government regarding them. On 
my instituting the pn^sent inquiry, the Cholialis seemed disposed to turn them 
out of tlx'ir bouses ; but as many' of their jiarents were not to be found, 1 would 
not permit this to be done at present, but insisted on their support;. ig them till 
I could receive orders on the subject. 

5>, There has been some delay in disposing of this cast', in consequence of 
being unavoKlably absent from Vizagapatam on duty wrhen your first coinmu- 
nioation was received. 

1 have, &c. 

Vizagapatam, Magistrate's Office, (signed) W, V. Arbuthnot. 

24 December 18:19. Magistrate. 

(True copy.) ' 

(signed) IF. 17. Arbutknotj 

Magistrate. 
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14 


1 » 


Gudfiegu-tiilofi - 


Malliali 


Appoodoo 


Soinxmli - 


ApjWlLOli 


Gooravftddo 


Ohiniiiiili - 


Titmumiali 




PotliOf^audoo - 


Appannh 


Ntigadoo - 


Appadoo • 


Appa^o 


Rolg^el - 


Alibiiass - 


DliiiUflnr 




Alnora Iluhuain 
Hcbtr. 


Vacoot. 


IvuleluT ‘ 


Nainf*8 of the 
allegcHl 

IhiAidin^ Vilhipps 
of tlie Parents. 


Coriuga 


Pen<lot>roci - 


(^hf'poorpi]]^ 


Vjzapupatniii 


Aiot known - 


AppnlTiititiipfitnnni, 
iK'ur Vizugnpu- 
turn. 


“SVii Italic iifftT Viza- 
gnputaiti. 


(MiiiMuipilhiy 


Hliaknrry 


Colloy 


Rfyi^el 


H ttsAain Pilla - 


Cudorbux 


Sobagush - 


Statement before H!:^aptRin Biden. 


— My mother sold me to a Moorman ; the 
imr‘(»(ln Oiidnliiaiiiiiih Murktni brought m<* 
to MadrMS ; 1 want to go haok to my noun* 
try ; I was taken Inane wln ii the brig ar- 
rived ; T wa^ ahawi'd at Miidrni^ iiaeoda 
gave me toy pres« nt iiairu*. 

- - A tisbiUTiiun sohi me to Mobtiiried (iouse; 
1 wish to go back lo eonutry ; jMoIio- 
iiMul (iioiiKCS my liilber, ordered a barber to 
sbiive me at Bimlipatam ; my nanie was 
eliiniged after J was sold. 


- “ Aly iindher sold me lo a person for 
tliive-iburtbs of a rnfare, and timl; man sold 
me to Molioined (ioum* Ninah ; I mh.s 
shaved on board the I>rig ; 1 wisli to uf> 
ba(‘k to in\ iiioilau*. 

— Aly mother sold me to a person for (wo 
rui)ec‘s, lit ltimli]atnm, who sold ‘me for 
four rn]ie<‘« to the nukodah Ondnlniah ATiirbtl ; I wisli to go 
with the nukiidali; J w'bs s}m\<(l in town ; dainairh wif' at 
A'izagapatnrn named me; after they slnued im* tbev naim^d 
me. 

- - My mollier sold me (o the naeoduh f -r 
four riipei s ; he hrongld im* <hi board the 
brig ; 1 svas sliaved at \ )z;iL»^Hpatam by I, lie 
naeodaJi ; J wish (.> go baek to naeodah. 

- • Aly mother Mild me to Cooj/oo Tiimbee 
for one-Miid-i}'b:ilf rupee: In* bronglitine on 
the brig; 1 \mis shaved al my own iMuiiitry ; 
Coopoo Tnmbee brought im* here ; I w ish 
logo to Nngore; my mum* was rbanged 
after J Avas sobl. 

- - A w'onuin at V'izagiipnlam deliven d me* 
to the syrang; I eaiinot lell whetlmr I was 
sold ; J was shaved at liimlipalam ; T wish 
lo lO) ?>aek to my eminlry ; lln're aje two 
boAs still en bo.nd e«»v<‘i(‘d oV'-r with gnii- 
ni» b ; a girl Is in the naeoda's bon>-e . tbe 
SAraiij;': who look m< , took my brother (‘nn- 
niah also, ami gave him to Sjt'd M's , who 
seenrnl him lill his hr r leu* (Sved j‘\ll\'s 
hro(Jier) artivid from N'agore, and then ship 
him for JV.tgMn* . Syed Ally is al Pimiifia- 
tam, ami bii" n hateJi of ebildren f;r sli.p- 
meiit, Minn a hng arrives from ('alentra ; 
(liK man tdiieaiiing Ibe n..in of the brig 
Mavde-en Ho v) refnseil to recojv i tliein, Ibe 
vessel being alnady overloaded. 

“ - Jb’oni Ai/agapatam I came lo Piniiipa- 
tam, and .\«jam llava deeoyid me away; I 
Mas put on (lie brig by Adam Jhiva ; I wish 
lo go lt» JSugore. 


Kiiiliidah 


Simmachfdiiim 


Voofiecoiiduli, near 
Vizngupatain. 


Beudoogeddalapan* 
iJoo, near A'lzagn- 
juihiin. 


Bimlipalum 


AnkuplUy - 


Bimllpatam - 


- - My fat her and mother sidd me to Coo- 
iiamnnv f>i two rnpees ; 1 was pid on the 
brig by (he saino person^ J was shaved in 
iiiy own country ; I wish to go hack to my 
country . 

- - riioliii people bronglit mo on hoard tin* 
brig; ] wish (o go haek to my emtnlyv ; my 
iTiotlier sold me for a ipiaili'r riipei* , the 
C'holiu man told me '^o ; 1 was shaved in my 
country after I Icd’t my mother. 

- - A woinuii pave riee to my mother, anil 
(he wommi sold me to (lliiuiinvapoo for one- 
Hnd-a'-lmlf rupee ; lie bhipped me on the 
brig; 1 wish to go buek ti> my mother; I 
vvns shnveil at rulitigHpatam, afterwards 
my mtuie was eliniigeil. 

- The cbota itacndu or deputy nannda 
shipped me on (bo brig; whan thc> brig m*- 
^^ivtsl here, the cluttii iiacoda's Ron^iij-luw 
told me that be bought me from my motber 
for five tupv'es ; I wish to go back to my 
country ; .1 was shaved at Culingti}nilam. 

- tJholia jveople brought me away from 
(^nlingapatnm without, my ndiitive’s knovv- 
lei^ge ; 1 wibli to go to my country ; 1 was 
shaved at (^altiigapatuni, afUu'wurds niy 
imiiie was changed. 

- - 1 weAita begging at Blinlipatum cIkut 
key, and theCliolia people ttdd luc to comi' 
alougji and they would give me rice; 1 wdsh 
to go(o my eomitry ; I was shaved at Calin- | 
gapatam, and my nanm was then changed. | 


luformatiou procured 
by tho 

Magistrate of Vizagapatani. 

- - Oorlngtt, tbe initlve place of tins 
child, is ill the Ihijahmuiulry. 


- - I'he parents of (.bis olnld are both 
snppiised t.« be dead ; his grundiuother 
slates flint tbe child and ius motlier 
cumc to \ izagai>Htain about six months 
ago to be;,;, iind have never since been 
bearri of; a** they w'ere in great distress, 
sbe tmppused they died of Bturvntlon. 
I'/ffr Deposition, i\o. 1. 

— There is no family of this boy’s 
caste in tin* village staled to be their 
residing pliice. 


— Tbe relations of this child could not 
be truei'd anywhere. 


— The rei»iilhig \illagn of the rclutiomt 
of tliis ebiid is not known nor mew- 
tioiu'il in tbe list forwariled by (’Jjiptain 
liidcn. 

- - 'fills boy's reliitioiiB cannot be trailed 
iinyvvb(*ri‘. 


- - This boy’s inateninl uncle has been 
cxaiiiinod, who st» 4 .fes, tiint hii^ fiitJier 
is a prisoner in Ihi* Masnlipatam gaol, 
in I'oriM i|nt‘m‘e of Mhieli, bis mother and 
her ebildren came ami lived since three 
years with him nt Wallinr. I’be mo* 
t)ur dii'i! about a year ago, and since 
llial, dnrinu: tin* (amine, these three 
bo,\s left (lie Iniijse, ami ’vefe mis.siiig ; 
be si'iirehed for (heni ; hi' heard sorm* 
cliildnu were at Biinlipatam to be 
shipped; he M» ii( then*, but they vvero 
shipped beJoro bis arrival. It soeins 
pi'obablc llm( this is the boy referred 
to in (be Df'jiositious markeil Nos. Kf 
and 17. The inicltfs deposition is- 
mark Oil No. 10. 

- " 'Dim boyV parents are l>oth dead ; 
Ills moTjier's brother atales, that liepr<»- 
eri'ded to Vizugapiilum lor want of 
Idod, nriil bo believes took st'rvii-e with 
theOiolias of liis own aeeord. 
Depii.-itiun, No, i!. 

- - 'I’liiH b<v\*pi iiumii ajijiiars to have 
been ( (oornvuininah ; his mother has 
be. p <>\3iniine(J ; she states, that being 
nniilile to sup[>ort the boy, she sold 
him lo li Moorman. T/dc l)epo>ition, 
No. 8. 

- - The relations of tins child could not 
bo traced anyvv'lierc. 


- - Tlip relations of thi.*« child '’ould no- 
where be discovered. 


- ^ There is no family in Himlipalam o 
the name which thkt boy states to In 
tliat of his parents. 


- - No relations of tliH cliild are to be 
found at Auknpilly, nor is it jLiiown 
where tJiey are. 


Tliis boys relations arc not to be found. 
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Preaeitt Name. 

Names of tbe 
allei^ed 

HesidiJig Villages 
of the Parents. 

Statement of Captain ^ideo. 

InibciiwtioA pracured 
by the 

Magistrate of Vizagapatam, 

Veokiali - 

Sliakahrey 

Daradah, near Vi- 
aagapatam. 

- - I went a liegging at Davaclah at Visa- 
gnpataiQ, and tlie Cltolias told me they 
would give me rice, and brought me away ; 

I wish to go to my country ; 1 wa^ shaved 
at Caiingajtatau, and my uauie ciianged. 

- - This boy*s parents are both dead. 
His uncle states that he came to Yiza- 
gapatam to bog, and never appeared 
since. Vide D^sition, No. 3. 

Apjmdoo . 

Mohrum *- 

1 

[ Davadah, near Vi- 
7.ugapfltani. 

• * 1 went a begging at Vizagapatam choul- 
try, and the Cholias told me. they would 
give me rice^ and brought me away ^ I was 
shaved at '^imlipatam, itisd my name 
changed ; 1 wish to go to my country. 

- • No persons of the name stated to be 
that of the parents of this chfld are to be 
found in Davadah,uor is^t known where 
tliey an^ 

Kistmah - 

Mecra lluMsaln - 

Vizagapatam 

- - 1 went a begging ut Volltharah at Vlza- 
gapatani, and n perHoa took me to tJlic 
Choliu» ; 1 was brought to Calingapatuni^ 
shavetl and named ; 1 wish to go to my 
country. 

- - The house- name of ifiis boy is un- 
known, and his relations cannot there- 
fore he traced, but it is not improbable 
tliat Depositions Nos. IB and 10 refer to 
him. 

Saaasby - 

Jnhpooroy 

Vizianagnim 

- - I went n begging ut a choultry at Viza- 
gapatam, and the C'holias told mo tliey 
would give me rice, and bmnght mo away ; 

1 was shaved at Vizagapatam and riamiwl 
infmediately ; I wish to go to my country. 

- - No persons of the names stated hy 
till* child to be ihosr; of liis ]jarciit8 arc to 
la* found anywhere at Vizeanagrum. 

Appadoo • 

Moobrock - 

Simmociielhim 

— I went at choultry at Vizagapatam, 
and the Chfiliag t/dd me tiiat they would 
give me rice, and bnmght me away ; 1 was 
shaved at (lalingapatain ; I wish to go to 
iny country ; iny name was ebauffed at 
f'alingapatam. 

- - Tills boy's mother has been examined ; 
his fu tlier is dead two years ago; she 
ackiiow'l edges that she sold the boy. 
Vide Depositions, No. 0. 

Yencaaah - 

Kooflalc - 

W’aUair,iiear Viza- 
gapatani. 

- - 1 went begging at choultry, at Vjzaga- 
putam, and bwcmtuiu nairuMl Polec brought 
me to the Cliolias and sold me ; she told 
me tliat the Cholias will feed mu well ; 
she n^ceived 2Jrupfa*a from the t^holhu) ; 

] was shaved at ('uUngapataTit, and my 
name was changed ; 1 wisJi to go to my 
conntj^. 

- - A separate report regarding this boy 
will be si‘ut ill a day or two. 

lliisacn giaeb - 

Hussen Soeb 

Tuekefrtackn • 

- - A woman took me froiS Bimlipatam 
and delivered mii to Thmnhy Saib ; Tluimby 
Saihsliavcd me at Bimlipatam, and brought 
me to C^liogapatam and shipped me on the 
brig ; f was shaved, and hon» my (Original 
name; 1 wish to go to luy country. 

- - Tills boy’s mother has been examined ; 
she states, that being in want of food, 
she and her son came to Vizagapatam 
for the purpose of bc*ggiiig ;♦ her son was 
at the point of deatli fnim starvation, 
and was one day not to l>c found ; she 
does not know what has become of him. 
Vide Deposition, No. 4, 

Sccthanah 

Ihrrekey - 

Vizagapatam 

- - I went l»egging at Vizagapatom, and 
the CholiuB told me to come away ; they 
brought mo to Bimiiputam, shipped niu on 
the brig; 1 was shaved at Bimlipatam 
and named the Hainu day ; 1 wish to go to 
my country. 

- - The relations of this child could no- 
where be found. 

Appndoo - 

Jamal 

■ 

1 

1 

Gonadah - - * 

1 

1 

Too young to explain himself - - - 

states that he used to gain his ! 
w'os not to ho fuaml, it is supp 
t’iile Deposit, ion, No. Ik 

- - This boy’s name it would appear is 
Jogadoo ; Ills nnarest relation, his uncle, 
ivelihood by begging ; that one day Jio 
osed he was taken away hy somebody. 

Giirregapillay - 

Morah 

Gopaulputnnm 

• - My father delivered me up to the Clio- 
lias at Vizagapatam, and the Cholias ship- 
ped me on the brig ; 1 was shavoil at Viza- 
gapatam, and was named there ; 1 wish to 
go to iny country 

- - This boy’s uncle states that his 
father (the mother being dead) with the 
rliild left the village in great distress 
with the intention of going towards Chi- 
cocole for the purpose of begging; he 
does not know wiiat has become of 
them. Vide Deposition, No. 0. 

Ujlamah - 

Jamanab - 

WaltaiTjUear Viza- 
gapatam. 

Too young to explain himself - - 

- - UlIs child’s relations are not to be 
found. 

Yenkcnnah - j 

MecrapillBy 

Bioilipatam - 

Too young to explain himself - - - 

This boy’s relations arc not to be found. 

Gooriah - 

Meera llntwio - 

i 

Vizagopatom 

- - Cholias have brought me away from 
Vizagapatam; 1 was shaved at Vjzeana- 
griim and named at Vizagapatam ; I wish 
to go to my mother. 

- - The ndations of this child could no- 
where be found. 

Cassee TTanar - 

1 

HuMCcn Pillay - 

1 

Peddamadaka 

- - Cholias decoyed menway from Vizaga^ 
patam ; 1 was shaved at (^lingapatam ; 
wishes to go hagk to his mother. 

- - The deposition of tlie brother of this 
boy confirms his statement; he re- 
mained in Vizagapatani for the purpose 
of begging and was miAing. Vide De- 
position, No. 7. 


(ftj|;u€tl) W, fJ, Arhuthnot, 

Magistrate. 
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1. Resolr^, that the beach magistrate be requested. In reference to the 
letter addressed to him by the magistrate at Vizagapatam, under date the 24th 
ultimo, to report, after the trial of the noca<lah of the native brig Moydeen 
Bux, in what manner he considers it desirable that ^ the children taken from 
that vessel, and not claimed, should be disposed of. 

2. Resolved, that the magistrate at Vizagapatom be reciuested, in advertence 
to the concluding part of the eighth paragraph of his letter* of the 24tb xdtimo to 
the beach magistrate, to state whether such of the 10 children discovered in 
tha houses of different Cly>lias residing at Bimlipatam, as have no relatives 
willing to receive them, can be placed in any public institution, or under the 
care of any respectable person in the neighbourhood, until they become of an 
TlJ|e to tjarn their own liyelihood, and if not, what arrangement he would recom- 
mend for their future maintenance ; such of the children as have relatives 
willing to receive them, should be delivered over to their relatives. 

3. The magistrate at Vizagapatam will adopt measures to prevent the future 
traffic and exportation of children, purtrhas<"td as slaves or kidnapped, within his 
district. 


Received the following Letter from Captain Chris. liidmi. Beach Magistrate, 
to the. Secretary to Government, dated .30 December 1839. 


Sir, 

With refercnc<^ to my letter of the 2l8t instant, 1 have the honour to 
aetjuaint you, that, on the 24th instant, after several of the depositions had 
been translated and returned to m(s 1 consulted the advocate-general as to the 
sch'ctiou of such witnesses he considered as most expedient to summon from 
Calingsipatam ; five persons wort* then name^ as having given the most material 
evidence, and Avithout loss of^tirne I wrote to the collector of Ganjam, request- 
ing they might be sent Iutc by sea. 

On the 28th instant, the whole of the depotjitions had been translated, and 
examined by the atlA^ocate-general and myself, and not considering it necessary 
to produce more witnesses than those 1 had before i)ointed out, I communicated 
this final decision to the collector of Ganjam, and stat<*d that as the se.ssions 
will commence on the 15th proximo, the utmost des]>atch was necessary. 

I have also, with the advice of the adA'oeate- general, addu'ssed a letter to 
the collector of Vizagapatam, urging the necessity of his sending to the presi- 
dt'iicy Avithout delay such witnesses as in his judgment may be necessary to 
attend the trial. 

ConceiAing it possible the collectors of Ganjam and Vizagapatam may refer 
thc.se cases to the Right houourabh? the Governor in Council, before they 
determine by what means the several witnesses are to be conveyed to the pre- 
sidency, 1 feel it my duty to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council, that the coiiA'iction of the party now in 
custody under suspicion of being guilty of jiiracy, fiilony, and robbery, mate- 
rially depends on the anrival of the persons who haA^c been summoned as 
witnesses to attend the trial. 

The near approach of the st?ssions, the public importance of the case, and 
the fullest conviction on my own mind, from the evidence already adduced 
before me, that the criminal acts cliarged against the nacod and others lately 
belonging to the Maydeen Bux can be proved, induce me to urge in tlie most 
strenuous manner the expediency of prompt and vigilant measures being 
enforced to ensure the timely arrival of the witnesses referred to, and such 
others from Vizagapatam, together with every corroborative information which 
has, and may be, obtained within those districts. ’ 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Madras, Marine Police-office, Beach Magistrate. 

30 December 1839^ 
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Sent tlie following Ijetter from Mr. Seeretarj’' Robert Cleric (No. 6.) to the 
Collector and Miigistrate of Gntijam, dated 6 January 1840. 


Sir, 

With refcrcntje to the annexed coj>y of a letter from the beach magistrate 
at Madrfus, datcfl tln^ .'iOth ultimo, I am directed by the Right hdnourable the 
Governor in Council to re.(|uest that pr»nnpt attention may be paid to the 
requisitions of that officer for the \vitness<‘.s rc<|uired on the trial of the nacoc^h 
of the brig Maydeeii Bux before the Supreme Court at the approaching 
sessions. 

1 have, &c. ^ 

Fort St. George, 6 Jan. 1810. (signed) Robert Clerk, 

Secretary to Government. 


Extract, Fort St. Gcort/c, ]\Iauinr (Consultation of 7th January 1840. 

Read the following I.((;tter from (!a])tain Christopher liiden. Beach Magistrate, 
to the SetTclary to Governminit, dated 0 January 1840. 


Sir, 

1. 1 HAVE the honour to enclose, for the information of the Right honourable 
the (Sovernor in (■<»uneil, eo])y of a letter 1 reecaved yesterday from the collector 
of Vi/-aga|>a.tam, loiu'ther with 43 original tran.slat(‘d depositions referring to 
the ])ending investigation of charg<*s alleged against tlu^ owner, the nacoda, 
and otlnT persons tak<‘U uii on thq 1st and ‘Jd of Novembtir last, on suspicion 
of being guilty of kidnajiping children, with intent to ileal with them as 
slaves. 

2. It appears from the evidem^e alrcarly obtainiid through the zi^alous tixer- 
tions of Mr. Arbuthnot, and diudared by the .statements of long and experienced 
resiileuts within the distri<-t of Vizagai)atam Pajiers marked from 23 to 31), 
that the di.sgraceful practice of kidnaj)ping and selling ehih^en has prevailed 
for a length of time, and the mart for thi.« nefarious traffii: has been between 
that portion of this presidency and Nagore. 

3. Famine and seasons of misery and distress nmy in some, degree palliate 
the enormity of such offiaiees, yet it is too obvious that these jtrimary causes 
are frequently made the plea for a j»rogres.sive and continual source of evil, 
whereby designing find merci'iiary othaulers may i>ursue their object to any 
extent ; tht; .svstmiiatic sehemes of the buyer and seller, are evidently shown 
throughout this our first gnind effi>rt to subdue a practice which luis been most 
fraudulent and extensive, find must luive produced many instances of cruelty 
and op]>re.-sjon. 

4. The fidvocatc-general and I myself hav<i had under our consideration 
the most conclu.sivo evidenf^e afFonlofl by the.si' depositions ; and by his advic^e 
1 shall now commit the party in custody for trifil : th<iy have hitherto been 
remanded from time to time, in tlefiance of every attempt to obtain their release 
by a u rit of habofis corpus. 

We. are of opinion, thfit as niiu' of the depositions have positive rcftirence 
to the parents anti near riilations of the (diildren themselves who were rescued 
from tlie brig Maydeen Bux, undoubted testimony c.tu be made; available to 
prove the crinhual' aefs charged against the jiarty in custody, by enforcing tlie 
attendance of thosi; ])ersons whose statements 1 have alluded to. 

G. It is, therefore, of tlu^ utmost importance, that ulterior proceedings against 
the ofl'enders in quc,stiou should he deferred until the fUM*ivaJ of those witnesSps 
at the jiresidenev ; thf’i exiiUaicc tht?y hfive given before the collector and 
infigisti'jite of N’izagopatfuu confirms so much of W'hat has already transpired in ' 
(he several examinations I have gone through with parties under my charge, 

that 
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that we have rcaaon to believe the whole C3ase against- the prisoners can be 
clearly established. 

7. The Government have afff)rdecl the most liberal and ample means to 
pursue this most important investigation through all its bearings, and many 
appartnit obstructions ami difficulties in our proceedings bfive been overcome ; 
it would, therefore, in my humble opinion, !)<• most unjust and impolitic to 
allow any legfd dbjeetions or technical opposition to irai)ede the fair and upright 
course of obtaining the ends of justice, iuasiimch as in this stage <jf our pro- 

oeedipgs We can obtain the means reijuired to ensure an cr[uitahie result. 

• 

8. The enactment of laws for the subjection of the slave trade arc so severe 

andJmj>crative, that every person found on board a slav(> v(>ssel is, in some 
degr?h, implicated in the crime ; the owmir, the nacetla, and thost' persons about 
to be finally committed under the Slave Ai-t, are pidncipidly identitied, and idl 
me more or less involved by the evidence which has been atld\iced before nu“ ; 
1 have, therefore, no apprehension as regards any legal attx'mpts \vhi(;h may b<^ 
made to thwart the prt)cess of conviction before the, Suj>reme (yourt, but I am 
doubtful whether all tin? nc'cessary witnesses can arrive by tin*, latii instant, 
when the sessions will commence. ^ 

9. To obviate any endeavour which may lx; made on the ap]iroac.hing 
sessions, to foreclose this serious ami important case, w’«! have ev'cry confidence 
and assurance in the talented zeal and support of the 1 lonourablc; Company’s 
law officers ; and the present opj)ortunity is most favourable for the annihila- 
tion of a praidice which has hitluTto obtained apparent sanction under tin* rooted 
habits and customs of a need)* ])ortion of the natives themselves on the one .side, 
and the evil propensities of a, domineering Mussulman caste on the other. 

10. I have every n'-asou to believe that the detection of the jiersons con- 
cerned in this transaction was chiefl)' owing to the number of children they 
brought from Galingaijatain on board tin* Maytlecn Bux. It appears that after 
hen* departure from Bimlipatam on her intended'voyagc to this poi*t and Nagore, 
she was driven in at C'aliugapatam by stress of whether, and rennained there 
d;^ing tin; whole of the 8. W. mon.soon : this uncxi»ectcd deviation and dt't.en- 
tion' afforded time to procure so many children ; and I sup2X)se the ])racti(H* had 
hitherto escaped tlm vigilance of the ofiieers of Government, through the jiartie.s 
engaged in the tniffic shipinng off only a few at om^ time ; but all attemjjts of 
the kind may b(^ iirevcnt<^<l hereafter by compelling the commanders or naco- 
dahs of all native vessels to give in, at every 2>ort they touch, attested lists of 
thc*ir crew and i>as.scngcrs. 

1 1. With reference to the eighth ])aragra.ph contained in the enclosed letter, 
you will o}>scrve that the edllector of Vizagapatam has a])2>licd to the magis- 
trate of Tanjore for information resi>ecting the tlisi)osal of the children tran.s- 
j)orted from the northern ports to Nagore; such a statement is much wanted, 
and may throw eousidcrable light on the whole history of these transactions. 
He also states, in the same paragraph, that he wishes to know what steps lu; is 
to adopt regarding the disposal tjf a number of children lu^ has tliscovered 
within his district, who are in the possession of sonn* Cholia jx'ojjIc. Tin* chil- 
drt'u he alludt^s to have dcclare<l their wish to reiuaiu whei*(^ they wvre found ; 
but it may be observetl, that they have been made converts to a new religion 
and caste, and cannot be consitU;red as fret; agents. 

12. With sinct;re holies that our xmited t'fforts tt) crush this abominable 
traffic may be su<!C(‘ssful, and thereby restore confidt'nce anti indivitfual se-. 
curity to the natives of that portion of the presitlcncy where the practice has 
prevailed, 

I have, &e ||| 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Madras, Marine Police-office,* Beach Magistrate. 

3 January 1840. • 
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From Captain Chris. Biden, Beach Magistrate, to the Secretary to Government, 

dated 6 January 1840. 

Sir, 

, I UAVB the honour to acquaint you that the barque Maydeen Coder Bux, 
from Rangoon to this port and Nagore, anchored here this morning. 

Immediately on her arrival 1 dispatched a peon in the police boat to search 
her, and 12 children were found, and have been brought on. shore. I shall 
detain the nacoda and these children until a strict inquiry has been made 
regarding them, as I consider the ease a very suspicious one, especially as 
I have reason to believe the nacodah is related to the owner of the MAydeen 
Bux. 


Madras, Marine PoUce-office, 
C January 1840. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) Chris, liiden, ^ 

Beach Magistrate. 


Th<; Maydeen Cader Bux is laden with timber ; the children are between the 
ages of 5 and 14 years. 

(signed) Chris. Biden. 

Ordered that the foregoing letter be recorded. 


Extract, Fort St. Georfft;, Marink Consultation of 14th Januaiy 184(>. 

Read the following Letter from 11. A . Bannerman, Esq. Collector and Mfigis- 
trate of Ganjam, to the Secretary to Government, Fort St. George^ dated 
4 January 1840. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to submit copy of a letter which I have received from the 
beach magistrate at the presidency, stating that the advocate-general deems it 
necessary that five individuals therein named, who are inhabitants of this, 
district, should be forwarded to Madrsis, for the purjmse of giving evidence in 
sujjport of certjxin charges pending against the nacodah and othens belonging 
to the native brig Moydeen Bux. 

In compliance with the requisition of the. beach magistrate, I shall take 
measures for forwarding the individuals in question to the presidency b)'^ the 
earliest sea op]>ortunity, and request that I may be authorised to inaki; su<*h 
advances to them for their subsistence, and on account of their conveyance to 
the presidency, as may be necessary ; the particulars of which shall la; sub- 
mitted hereafter for sanction. 

I have, &e. 

Ganjam District, (signed) It. A. Bannemian, 

Collc;c!tor and Magist.rat<?’s-offi(M*, Collector and Magistrate.. 

Purluh Kemcdy, 4 Jan. 1840. 


To the Collector and Magistrate of Ganjam. 

Sir. 

With reference to your letter of the 14th instant, I have the honour to 
acquaint you that the advocate-general deems it necessary that the persons 
• No. named in the margin * should be sent here as witnesses as early as 

1 . Toroomalaseity-Paupiah. possible ; I hope on the receipt of this letter an immediate oppor- 

2. t’okaii Codundraniinh. tunitv will offer to Send them by sea. 

3. Mungaly Appegatioo. ^ 

l6* Meerah Saheb. 

17. Khadul Meera Sabf*l), JkL ^ 

The wbofe of tnPtranslation of the deposiRons is not yet complete ; but 
rather than lose one day’s post, I hasten to mai(^i this communication. 

^ 1 have, &c. 

Madras Marine Police-office, • (si^ed) Chris. Biden, 

24 December 1839. Beach Magistrate. 

(True copy) S 

(signed) It. A. Bannerman, 

* • f’ollector and Magistrate. 
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(No. 19.) 

The Right honourable the Governor in Council authorises the collector and 
magistrate of Ganjam to make such advances to the persons required from his 
district as witnesses on the trial of the nacodah of the native brig Maydeen Bux 
before the Supreme Court at Madras, as may be necessary for their subsistence 
and their conveyance to the presidency. 

9 

(By order,) 

Fort St. George, (signed) Robert Clerk, 

I'f Jan. 1840. • Secretary to Government- 


Read the following Letter from Captain Chris. Biden, Beach Magistrate, to the 
Secretary to Government, dated 8 January 1840. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that the owner, the nacoda, and other 
persons lately belonging to the Maydeen Bux, were finally cqmmitted to Her 
Majesty’s gaol to take their trial on the 6 th instant. 

I have delivered to the clerk of the Crown the several depositions taken before 
me, and it is of consequence that he should have those statements from Vizaga- 
patam which 1 forwarded to you on the, 3 d instant ; may I request you will 
return them to me ; I have copies and the originals in the Teloogoo language, 
with which I can furnish the Government if required. 

1 have, &c. 

Madras, Marine Police-office, (signed) Chris. Biden, 

8 January 1840. Beach Magistrate. 


(No. 14.) 

The Board observe, that the original depositions referred to in the second 
paragraph of the above letter, were returned to the beach magistrate on the 7th 
imtant. 

(By order,) 

Fort St. George, (signed) Robert Clerk, 

14 Jan. 1840. Secretary to Government. 


Read the following Letter from Captain Christopher Biden, Beach Magistrate, 
to the Secretary to Government, dated 1 1 January 1 840 . 

Sir, 

On the 6 th in.stant, I had the honour to report the circumstance of 12 
children being found on board the barque Maydeen Cader Bux, and I now beg 
leave to acquaint you, that while inquiring into that case, another native vessel, 
the Streevesha Lutchmy, arrived from Rangoon, and, on her being searched, 
10 children were found on board. These, with the nacoda and other persons, 
who claimed them as their own children, were immediately brought to my 
office. 

The result of a strict examination of the parties and the children, in both 
instances, leaves a strong impression on my mind that some of the boys, who 
bear evident marks of having belonged to the Gentoo caste, have been Ulegally 
brought away from their native country, and most of them are too young for 
service on board any vessel ; but the difficulty and uncertainty which would 
attend an attempt to prove a charge against the parties of kidnapping and 
enslaving the children, and the expense which would be indftrred by detaining 
the vessels, have induced me to bind the nacodas under a heavy penalty for one 
year, which will hold each of tnem liable to a prosecution, and the seizure of 
their vessels, should any positi^ information from the northern districts, or 
elsewhere, implicate either or^both of them in a criminal offence. I trust the 
m^ures which I have thus ventured to adopt will tend to check the system of 
tracking with slave children, and that the issue of the approaching trial will 
effectually suppress this atrocious practice. 
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Under all these circumstances, 1 am anxious to receive the commands of the 
Right honourable, the Governor in Council for my guidance, that I may know 
how far it may be expedient to proceed when, as in these cases, tliere is strong 
suspicion against the parties concerned. 

I have further to acquaint you, that I have this day received a letter from the 
collector and magistrate of Vizagapatam, stating that he has given orders for 
the dis])atcli of the witnesses by the first vessel bound to this port, who were 
summoned in ray eomniunication to him of the 20th ultimo, to attend the trial 
of the owner, nac’oda and others, lately belonging to the Maydeen Bux. 

I ’have, &c. 

(signed) * Christopher Biden, 

Madras Marine Police-office, Beach Magistrgtt.' 

1 1 January 1840. 


1 . Rkrocvru, Tliat collectors of the maritime districts be instructed to caust? 
all' native vt’ssels to l>e searched before leaving j>ort, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether they have any children on board who have been kidnapped, or 
otherwise obtained, as slaves. 

2. Resolved, ’Fbat the beach magistrate be reiquestcd to ascertain at wha^ 
l>ort the children discov<^red on board the Maydeen CJader Bux ami Stree- 
vesha Lutchmy w<‘r(^ embarked, and^for what purjiose. 


Extract, fhr# St. George., Marink Uiary to Consultation of 21 January 

1840. 

Received the following lj<?tttT from C!aptain Biden, Beach Magistrate, 

to the Secrt'laiy to Government, dated 15 .[.amiary 1840. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for the information of .the Right honourable the 
Governor in (‘ouneil, eojy of .t letter I have just rec'cived from the (lolleotor^f 
Vizagapatam, and also to ac‘({uaint you that tiie witnesses have arrivcxl, and .are 
now ready to attend the trial of the owner, n.aeoda, and other i)ersons imjmsoued 
under a (charge of ))iracy, felony, ami robbery. 

The scissions have oi>eued. and from what I havi; h'arned by the charge of the 
honourabh' the judges to tlie grand jury, seriotis doubts may he entertauied 
whctlier this important trijil will take place*, because no party luis come forward 
as a ])ros<^cutor. 

Ihitler tlic'se eireuuistanoes, I feel it my duty to slate, th.at no other difficulty 
now ])revents an imi)artial trial, ami an etiuitahle issue to a case of such mo- 
mentous interest to tlu; character of the Gt)vermuent, .and the welfare of tlie 
public at involving, as it does, a disgraeelul tiaiffic which has hitherto 

jirevailed with impunity, and wliich, upon this occasion, admits of a sure ami 
t^ertain mesms of being effectually suppressed. 

Th<‘ public proc»HMlings have i’eache<i .a favourable crisis, and 1 earnestly hope 
the Government will not allow them to he stultified, which will inevitably be 
tb<‘ tiase unless the Right honourable the Govc^rnor in Council be pleased to 
issue immediate dirt‘(!tions to the advooattvgcueral to become the prosecutor in 
the name and on behalf of the GovtTiimt'nt. 

I have, &e. 

Madras, Marine Police-office, (signed) Chris. Biden, 

1.5 January 1840. Beach Mjigistrate. 


(No. 7.) 

To Captsiin Biden, Beach rate of Madras. 

'^ir, <6 

1 KA\gf 5 the honour to inform you, th.Tt I have this day shippe.tl on board Rie 
John Intfix all the witnesses, &c- required by you, with the exception of me 
following persons : — 


No. 6.-^Thi» 



i»at»<5’ G6ure(j[apilla Yetl^andobi -ott ''heiribcig fete'; .'S* '!• 

■■waa'lite'^fee‘sejttt't6'’Mtedra8, ttijMie'life escape frotn'iaj.lieteasia. ?■■■''.'■; : r rr'^'''WvT'-''''s4 

, No^25.’—'I1aite individual/ named Vejapoo Pamah/ is very old and- 
he is of Baiwaon caste, and strongly objects to go on boatdshlp } I have; ^tltere>- 
'fbre, substituted fin* him No. 30, named Cansarapoo Nursoo. 

No. a.-^-Tfeis individual, Danvooloory Pedda Ilamoodoo,rdonld' not be Itfeind 


at present. • ^ 

The remaining persons are as follows : 

No. ,^ . Nadegottoo Unkala. No. 

3. Basava Yernmyah. • • f 

4. Pautmabebee. * 

’ 5. Seela Appeqandoo. 

7. Boodereddy Atchennah. 

8. Audevarapoo Uakummah. 

9. Moovala Parumniah. 

10. Chuppedy Apimuyali. 

1 1 . Abdul Cawder. 

12. Paulavalsa Sunnacy- 

13. Abdulla Saib, 

14. Vausapilla Yella. 

15. Nolloo Polee. 


16. Munna NookadoK 
1/. Cansarapoo Nookee^ V; *. 

18. Nolloo Appauyoh. 

19. Sirin Paupee. ^ 

20 . Pilla Daulee. 

2 1 . Aiinmer Saib. 

22. Chinna Murkadoo. 

26. Munna Potiah. 

27. Cuttamooyy Potuanah. 
.30. Cansarapoo Nursoo. 

Gondfisee DaulotJ. 
(londasee Yella. 


They are in charge of two my peons ; | have Jigre<‘(l to pay Noortuiubee, the 
syrang of thc^ vessel, at the rate of six rupee's per h(.'ad for thti wholes prurty, 
inclufling peons. I shall, therefore, b<» obliged by your pjiying 162 rupees on 
the above acc«)uut tm tlie arrival of th<' vessel at Madras. 

1 havt^ further the honour to inform you, that the persons from No, 14* to 
20, and the last two persons mentioned in the nbo\'e lis^ are those named in 
my letter to you of the Gth instant. * 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) JV. U. Arbuthnotf 

Vizfjgapatam District, Blmlipatain, Magistrate. 

Slagisti'ate’s-offiec, 1840. 

P.fi. 1 have the honour herewith to fonvard the receipt of the; syrang to be 
returned to him on his flelivering to you the persons made over to his cliarge. 

(signed) IV. U. Arhuthnot, 

Magistrate. 


The third individual, viz. No. 2, whose attendance could not be procured, 
has this n»oni(*ut made his apj)earance, and 1 have sent him on board, so that 
there are only two out of your list not sent. The ves.sel has just now sailed. 

(signed) If, U, Arhuthnot, 

Magistrate. 

. (True copy.) 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Beach Magistrate. 


Sent the following Letter from Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 21), to the 
. Advocate-general, dated 16 th January 1840. 

Sir, 

With refei«nce to your letter of the 6th November last, 1 am directed to 
transmit to you tjie accompanying co]>y of a communication from the beach 
magistrate wider this date, and to state, that the Right honourable the Governor 
in Council authorises the public’ prosecution of tlie nacodtdi of the brig May- 
deen Bux, for slave dealing, and all concerned in tbe alleged crime ; and had 
conceived that authority to this effect was conveyed in my letter to your 
address of the 6tli Noyembarv 

* I havte, &c. 

/ (signed) ■ Robert Clerky 

i/., fV'ort St. Geoi^ 16 January 1840. Secretary to Government. 

[238. • 
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' 'EklTiAcT, Fort 8t ,M>TstiSE Coj^suLi'ATiO'K 
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Reiud thii following Letter from Geor^i Norton, Esq. Advocftt^^newd, to 

the Secretary to Government in the Marine Department;, .> dat^. , 16th 

January 1940. < , . , i 

Sir, 

1. WiTii reference to your , letter of yesterday’s date, it appears to. me fit to 

make .some explanation. /» , » , 

2. I did not hesitate to consider, tinker thp eipflumstanws of the case, your^ 
letter of 5th November last as sufficiently , conveying the authority of Govjtm-*’ 
mcnt to prosecute the charge of slave dealing ; but, after the directions of the 
Supreme Government, communicated by this Government to the honourable 
judges, I considered it proper to ascertain whether they might be pleasexl to 
interfere in requiring the professional assistance of the law officers of Govern- 
ment in prosecuting the case, as those directions of the Supreme Government 
inti ma ted that such assistance should be left entirely with the honourable 
judges. In the meantime, as the case is one of weight and novelty, and 
involving much legal question, I took the precaution of having a counsel 
retained with me, and with his. assistance prepared the indictment. 

3. Tlie judges, however, have intimated through the clerk of the CroWn, to 
the Honourable Company’s solicitor,*that for want of a prosecutor, that is, a 
person bound over by the committing magistrate, or voluntarily attending to 
prefer an indictment at the sessions, they should not interfere in requiring the 
professional assistance of the law officers, deeming the wishes of the Supreme 
Government to refer to such cases only in which there was a prosecutor, cither 
so bound over, or who should yoluntarily prefer an indictment without being 
bound over ; and, as I learn, it has been intimated by the court, that no indict- 
ment would be prepared or sent in by the clerk of the Crown in this case in the- 
abscnce of such a prosecutor. I am inforaied, it was mentioned also by the 
honourable judge, in, his charge to the grand jury, as one reason for the 
necessity of a iirosecutor in all cases, that there should be somebody whb 
would be answerable in damages in case of any unfounded and midicious 
prosecution. 

4. This made it nece^saiy, at all events, that Govemiqent should, as a volun- 
tary pi'osecutor, prefer an indictment through its law pfficens, in case it was to 
be prosecuted at all; and as I could entertain no doubt that Government 
thought it expedient that this case should be prosecuted, I directed the 
Honourable Company’s solicitor to proceed. 

5. It app(;arcd to me, however, advisable that Government should g^ve 

express instructions for the prosecution of this case ; inasmuch, as if I had 
acted witliout express insti’uctions and the Bill should be thrown out, I am not 
absolutely sure that 1 might not be personally sued for a malicious prosecu- 
tion; and, however absurd and unfounded such a charge might be, yet it is 
most expedient that the remotest pretence for such a course should be 
remo's c.'d. 1 did not address Gtovcmnient ou the subject, as I learnt the beach 

magistrate had done so. , ^ ' 

6. As in none of the cases at this sessions has any prosecutor been bound 

over (and it has not been the practice this 20 years and more, as I am 
friformcd), it might have become necessary for me to ha^fe interfered in them 
also ; but it appears that the clerk of the Crown has sent in indictments as 
usual in all these cases, except that against the sheriff and others for the 
escape of Mr. Handley, on which I shall have to report to Government, , and, 
consequently, in those cases (which are not of that import, as in themselves to 
suggest a Government prosecution), the honourable judges can have, tfre law 
Office!^* assistance if deemed desirable. , \ . 

Ijliave, ike, ' \ ‘ ' y 

Fort St. George, 16 Jan. J840. . ‘(sign<^) , , George Norton, 

AdTiPcato'S^i^ 


Ordered to be recorded. 
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■Reys^ ibe <^* 9 % 

Secre&piy to Odvi^ment, dated 20^ January 1^40. ' ■ 


I HXVjsHhe hottditr to acquiririt you, that thetrfal of the owner, naoodar And 
other peMons belonging to the Maydeen Bux, charged with piracy, felbhy, and 
robbery, comnfenced at 1 1 A. M. this day, and terminated at 4 i». m. by a verdict 
of acquittal on a point of law, " < < 

T^e presicHhg judge, the Honourable Sir E. Gambier, addressed the pni^ners 
through the Supreme Court Interpreter, in'^eiy severe terms, declaring that 
he had gone through the defibeitiOns, and that he entertained a strong eoiivie- 
* €ft>q in his own mind that they were guilty of the charges alleged against them ; 
but as the indictment was erroneous, because they, the prisoners, were not 
charged with a felonious intent, the Court considered that point of law as 
fatal, and gave them the benefit thereof. The honourable the judges were both 
on the bench. 

Under these circumstances, I shall be anxious to receive the orders of the 
Bight honourable the Governor in Council for ray guidance as to tlie disposal of 
the children under my care, and the witnesses who have been in attendance on 
the trial. 1 am also desirous of receiving the directions of Government with 
respect to the conduct I shall observe in any further control over the Maydeen 
Bux, the owner, nacoda, and the crew of that vessel. 


I have, &c. 


Madras, Marine Police Office, (signed) Chris, liiden, 

20 January 1840. Beach Magistrate, 

-Ordered, that the following letter be dispatched. 


From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 26), to the Advocate-general, dated 

21st January 1840. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you the accompanying letter from one of the beach magistrates, reporting 
that the parties belon^ng to the Maydeen Bux, charged with piracy, felony, 
and robbery, and supposed to be guilty, have been acquitted on a point of law, 
and to request to be informed whether any ulterior proceedings can be insti- 
tuted against them, and of the cause of the defect in the original indictment 
pointed out by the presiding judge. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Clerk^ 

Fort St. George, 21 Jan. 1840. Secretary to Government. 


Extract, Fort St. George, Marine Consultation of 28th January 1840. 

Read the ffiUowing Letter from Geo. Nortqn, Esq., Advocate-general, to the 
Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department, dated 21st January 
1840. 

■ Sir, ■ 

I' HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of this , day’s .’date, and to 
state that the beach magistrate’s communication has, in substance, correctly 
noticed the ground of the acquittal of the parties chafed with slave dealing. 

Upon the verdict of not ^tlty being pronounced, the pi^siding judge, after 
.intimating, as the heaibh magistrate states, to the prisoners that the court 
gaw^ them the heaiefit of the point of law, addressed them by a suitable admo- 
jpn as to the jeopardy in which their Hvqs were in case they ever should 
bejengaged in such dealings as had. been charged against them, and then 
238. 8 a ’ ordered 
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ord^^d tbetn to be diBcharged. I presume tliat a judgment has hei*,n ent^ed 
of recsord accordingly in the usual form^ The acquittal under thes^ clrcurar 
stances precludes any ulterior measures with a view to make these parties 
responsible criminally, 

1 must, at the same time add my regret, that the verbal omission in the in- 
dictment should have escaped my attention in settling it, when laid before me 
for that purpose. ' 

I have, &c, 

(signed) Oeo. Norton, 

Fort St. George, 21 Januaiy 1840i * Advocate-general. 


Para. 1. Although the Advocate-general takes blame to himself for having 
allowed a verbal omission in the indictment against the nacodah of the brig 
Moydeen Bux and others, charged with slave dealing, to have escaped his atten- 
tion, yet the Right honourable the Governor in Council considers tliat the 
omission, in consequence of which individuals supposed to have been guilty 
of a heinous offence remain unpunished, and the ends of justice have been 
defeated, reflects gi*cat dis(!redit u])on the person who <irew up the indictment. 

2. As it appears that the acquittal of the parties precludes any ulterior 
measures, the beach magistrate is authorises! to adoj)! mcJisures for sending 
back the witnesses to their resi)ective districts. 

3. In res]Kct to the cliildreii who have been taken from the brig Moydeen 
Bux, the llight honourable the Governor in Coixticil considers that all such as 
have relatives shf)uld be restt)red to their relations as early as practicable, and 
rcqiiests that the beach magistrate will submit his opinion regai’ding the dis- 
posal of those who have no relations living, and no friends willing io receive 
them, in refi*rence to their age, sex, and caste. 


Extract, Fort St. Geort/e, Marine Biary to Consultatton, 

'Ith Ft^bruary 1840. 

Received the following Letter from Captain Christopher Biden, Beach Magis 
trato, to the Secretary to Government, dated 27th January 1840. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour tt» enclose, for the consideration and approval of Govern 
ment, copy of a tendcir for the. j>ass;ige of the witnesses who were summoned 
from Vizagapatmn to give evidenc<‘ tiu the late trial of the owner and other per- 
.sons belonging to the Maydct-n Bux. 

The brig Union will ssiil for Vizagapatain on the 1st proximo. 

I luive, &c. 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Madras, Marine Poliee-ofiiee, Beach Magistrate. 

27 January 1840. 


Captain C. Biden, Master- Attendant. 

Sir, 

We have the honour to acknowiedge the receipt of your letter of this date, 
and beg to state in reply, that the brig Union can convey the natives to 
Vizagapatam <on the ’twixt deck at the rate of 12 rupees each for the men 
fmd ' women, and half of that sum for each child, the commissariat supplying 
their provisions, &c. 

We hare, &c. 

Madras, 24 Jan. 1840. * (signed) Ilatl and Philips. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) Chris. Biden, 

Beach Ma^strate.|; 
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Thb Right honourable tlw*. Governor iii Council autliorises the tendeir W th<^ 
brig tJnion for the conWyance to Vizagapntam of the witnefsses summoned 
from that place to give evidence on the trial of the nocadah of the brig May- 
detm Bux and others, before the Supreme Court, to be accepted, the men and 
women at (12]^ twelve rupees each, and children at (6) six rupees each, the 
commissariat finding provisions. 

(By order.) 

« (signed) Rohert Clerk, 

Fort St. George, ^ February 1840. Secretary to Goveimment. 


Extract, Fort' St. George, Marine Consultation of 4th February 1840. 

Read the following Letter from (Captain Chris. Biden, Beaeh Magistrate, to the 
Secretary to Government, dated 1 st Feliruai’v '1 840, 

Sir, 

With reference to extract from the Minutes of consultation of the 30th 
ultimo, I have the honour to accpiaint you that the witncsse.s who were sum- 
moned from Vizagajiatam, together with 12 children, who found ]>.arcntK or 
near relations amongst tlu'sc persons, cmhfirked to-day on board thti brig 
Union. 

2. There rcmJiin under my charges one girl tmd 1 5 boys. I will obtain iwery^ 
information I can as to the most eligiliU; mode for their final disposal, and 
submit the result of my iruiuiries for the- lanisideration of the Right honourable 
the Governor in Council, 

.3. The owner and nacoda of tin; Maydeen Bux resumed tlie charge of that 
vessel last Monday, and liave, since tlu* trial, betrayed the greatest fear of 
ult<;rior measures being adopted against them ; they will sail for Nagore this 
evening. 

4. In reviewing this important case, I b<;g leave to tiall your atttmtion to tin* 
cxtraordinaiy statements wliich the inipiiry and investigation thereof have now 
placed uiion rtarortl. 

1st. It is affirmed by several witnesses, that idiildren have been obtainc'dby a 
varitrt}' of ways and uK'aus throughout the northern districts, from Coringa to 
Ganjam for a uumlier of years ; and th(' (evidence brought forward to sustain 
the. late trial proves that many of tliose reseued from the Maydeen Bux were 
decoyed away, or stolen from thtdr parents; therefore, the inferimce as to the 
practice which Ims so long prevaih^d, is almost conclusivt', 

2d. It is also stated by the same testimony, that all tbi; children which are 
taken from the northern districts arc carried away by land and sea to Nagore. 

3d. The acting principal eollector of Tanjore has, in his reply to the collector 
of Vizagapatam on this subject, stated that the answt'rs furnislu'd by the 
officers in charge of the seviTal ports to cpiestions put to them in consequcnct; 
of the inquiry whicdi was made, “ give no ground to suiqiose that it is customary 
for native vessels to bring children to the p<»rts within that disrrict for the jiur- 
pose of disposing of them for domestic or other description of slavery.” 

4th. As it is very iinprohable that all the children transported from the north- 
ward can be provided for at Nagore, or in the vicinity of that place, I have 
endeavoured to asc;ertain how they arc disposed of ; and since the unfortunate 
issue of the trial, I hav’e put this question to the conocopoly of the Maydeen 
gave in the Supreme Court, induces me to place coulidence in his reply, and he 
Bux, whose depositions taken before me, and fully confirmed by tlie evhience he 
declares that a number of these children are sent away in native vessels from 
Nagore beyond sea, to countries eastward, and there sold to the Malays or 
perhaps to the Dutch. I have every reason to believe that this traffic extends 
along the coast of Sumatra from Bencoolen to Acheen, and probably to other 
places nearer to o«r sc;ttlements within the Straits of Malacca ; it is, therefore, 
poOible that the , resident councillor of Penang may be enabled to obtain 
inf ferial information on this point, whereby some idea may be formed as to 
TO 3 extent of the praetke and the number of victims who fall a prey to such 
Hilarious dealings. 

238. S3 5th. Adverting 
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; No. 5 ‘ 6 th. Adverting to the Minutes 9 I consultation of the 14th ultiino, I, have 

MADRAS, the honour to acquaint you^i that after a strict examination of the nacodas, 
the crews and the children belonging to thte Maydeen Cader Bux and 
Strcevescha Lutchmy, they one and all declared that the children embat;}ced 
on board their respective vessels at the port whence they first sailed and to 
which they belong ; that they had their fathers or very near relations on board, 
and that they were employed on board as cook-boys. Those chiMren \itho bore 
evident marks of having belonged to the Gentoo caste, were kept at my ofli(» 
for several days, and were rei>eatedly examined without the presence of their 
masters ; but no evidence could he, obtained from them jto jrefijte these sftate- 
ments, or tending in any way to confirm my suspicions, or lead to any clue as 
to their origin and transmission from their homes. ^ *' 

6 th. Considering it impossible to pursue any further inquiry with the prosj^eet 
of a satisfactory result, I therefore bound the nacodas of those vessels under 
a heavy recognizance for a period of one year, and then released them. 

I have, &c. 

Madras, Marine Police-office, (signed) Chris, JSiden, 

1 February ] 840. Beach Magistrate. 


The Right honourable the Governor in Council directs that communication 
be made to the resident councillor at Prince of Wales’ Island, and the acting 
principal collector of Tanjore, on the subject of the above letter, and approves 
of the proceeding reported in the two last paragraphs. 

Ordered, that the following letters be dispntcli|;d. 


From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 4/), to the Resident Councillor, 
at Priftce of f Pales' Islandy dated 4th February 1840. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
for your information, and for such notice as may appear necessary, the accom- 
panying extract from a letter from the beach magistrate at Madras, dated the 
1 St instant, relative to the case of the owner ami nacodah of the native brig 
Moydeen Bux and others, who were brought to trial before the Supreme Court 
on a charge of slave dealing, and acquitted on a point of law, in consequence of 
an omission in the indictment. 

2 . The beach magistrate states that he has reason to believe that a traffic in 
slaves exists between Nagore and countries to the eastward, and his Lordship 
in Council will be glad to receive any information you may be able to obtain 
on this point, in order that measures may be adopted to put a stop to it. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Clerk, 

Fort St. George, 4 February 1840. Secretary to Government. 


From Mr. Secretary Robert Clerk (No. 48), to the Acting Principal 
Collector , pf Tamjore, dated 4th February 1840. 

Sir, , 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you the annexed extract from a letter from the beach magistrate, dated the 
Ist instant, on the subject of the trial of the nocadah of the Moydeen Bux and 
others, who were charged with slave dealing, and to request that you will make 
strict inquiries regarding the supposed traffic in slaves, from the northern ports 
to Nagore, and from thence to the eastward, and report the result for the 
information of Government. ’ 

I have, &c. 

• (signed) Robert Clerk, 

Fort St. George, 4 February 1840. Secretary toGovemmeol 

(True extracts.) 

H*N.G,Masm, 

AfUmg Deputy Secretary, to Govemz 



ANB/ lilE^WBlES ■■ABOIilTION. 




— No. 6. — 


Emancipation op Slaves in Coorg. 


No. 6. , 
MADRAS.' 


EtJteact Political Letter from Fort Williamy dated 27th February 1839. 

Para. 131. We learned with satisfaction from the Commissioner’s report, mar- - = 

ginally referred to, the emancipation of the Punnay slav(«, and we sanctioned 
tile expenses incurred on that account as specified in the list- which accompanied * ‘ 

lieutenant-colonel Cubbon’s letter. This subject was last noticed in the 27 1 
and 272 paras, of the letter from the government of India, dated 28th November, 

.33 of 1836. 


Extract Political Letter from India, dated 14th Jan. (No. 1.) 1841. 

Pol. Con:». 1 340;, 
13 July, 

Nos. 140 to 14^. ■ 
3 August, 

Nos. Ill & »ia;> 


217. We expressed our approbation of the principle of proceeding observed 
hy the commissioner in this matter, and caused a transcript of his despatch on 
the subject to be forwarded to our Legislative Department for communication 
to the Law Commission. 


Para. 215. The correspondence cited in the margin relates to an application 
made by the principal collector of Canara for the restoration of certain slaves 
who hail fled firom that district, imd taken refuge in Coorg. 

216. The instructions issued by Colonel Cubbon to tlie superintendent of 
Coorg on this subject were to the effect that no impediment should be opposed 
to the voluntary return of these slaves to their owner, but that there should 
be no interposition of the superintendent’s authority to enforce their compulsory 
restoration without the previous sanction of the Government of India. 


Extract Political Letter to India, dated 22d Jan. (No. 3) 1840. 

47 . We are happy to find that the measure of emancipating the government Coovg. 
slaves has been completely successful ; the persons so emancipated having con- 
ducted themselves well, and those who have not remained in the service of the • 
ryots to whom they were formerly attached, having established themselves as 
independent labourers, or tahen land mid become ly^ots. 


Extract; Fdi^, Wittidm, Political Consultation of 5th Sept. 1838. 

FTom the Commissioner in Coorg to the Secretary to the Government of India, 

in the Political Department, Fort William, dated 29tl> June 1838. ’ 

/Sir, ■ ■ 

With reference to the 8d |)ai^aph of Mr. Secretary Macnaghten’s letter, 

’^d 8th Februarjr 1836, cbhveying to me the orders of the Right honourable 
thiirGovmiorJgaiend iff India in Council, on the subject of the emancipation 
138. s 4 of 



. : No. 6. of the Vxmn&y slaves in Coorg, 4'^aw’naw the honour, to forward for subinis- 
MADRAS. to Honourable the President in Council a list of the slaves made free, 
— . . 1 , and a detailed account of the disbursements made in respect of them. 


Bangalore, 29 June 1838. 


I have, &c. * ^ 

(signed) M. Cithbon,^ 

C&mmissioner. 


Document referred to in the foregoing Letter. 

No. 5 .>i To Lieutenant-colonel M. Cubbon, Commissioner for the Affairs of Qoorg. 

Sir, 

1 AM d(i.sired by the Right honourable the (lovernor-generaJ of India in Council 
to ackntm ledge the receipt of Lieuttmant-colomd leaser’s letter dated the J8th 
ultimo, submitting, with reference to my letter of tlu! 12th of October la-^t, 
a re])ort from Captain I^e Hardy, rcsjwcting the emancipation of the Punnah 
slaves in ('oorg. 

2. lu rej>ly, T am directed to acupiaint you, that the (lovernor-general in 
Council sees no reason to doubt the propriety of the instructions already issued 
to (hdonel Fraser, esi>ccially as that officer has a<lvaticed no new argmueut in 
support of his opinion. 

3. The suggestions of Captain Lc Hardy for giving effoe.t to the views of 

Government art* approved, and the disbursements which hf^ recommends to be 
jnade arc sanctioncti. A detailed account of them will i>f cdurse be furnished 
hereafter. \ 

4. To the arrangements proj) 08 ed by Captain Le Hardy, howefer, then* is 
one modification which I am desired to acquaint you is iudispens'(iblo. nm. 
emancipated slaves are not to be. plactcd under surveillance as a measure prtdi- 
miuary to their i)htaining freedom, but restraint in the mode proposal in the 
sixth paragraidi of Captain Le Hardy’s letter may be imposcxl upont such of 
them as evince a determined disposition to idleness and mischief. \ 

I have, &c. ^ 

(sigmul) TF. f/. Mifcnaghten, 

Fort William, 8 Feb. 1836. Secretary to Government of IndJa. 

i 

(True copy.) ^ 

(signed) C. F. Le Hardy, Superintendenti. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) ** M. Cuhbm, Commissioner. I 
(signed) A. Clarke, Officiating Secretary* 




Nd. 2.— STATEMENT of Ookatiok$, &c* given to the Funnay Slaves of Coorg^ on being Emancipated, os per antbority 


contained |n the Letter from the Supreme Government, under date the 8th February 1836. 
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170 

171 

172 

373 

174 

375 

370 

177 

178 

179 

180 

181 

182 

183 

184 

185 

186 

187 
1B8 

i8<; 

190 

lyi 

19a 

193 

194 

195 
19G 

197 

198 
399 

200 

201 

2U2 

203 

205 

:2or> 

207 

208 

20Q 

210 

2U 

212 


female 

male 

ditto 

female, 

male 

female 

Hwle 

female 

ditto 

male 

ditto 

ditto 

female 

male 

female 

male 

ditto 

female 

male 

female 

male 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

female 

male 

I’enifiio 

male 

female 

ditto 

mule 

ditto 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

male 

female 

ditto 

mule 

ditto 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

mule 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

mule 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

male 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

female 

ma\ii 

/'T 

ditio 

feirplc 

diiko 


ano taken for rrs abolition. 

A ^ . . . 


Mamis. 

1? 


Age. 

Cashi:* 


Namos.of 
, Villages where 
liesiding. 

Present 

Occupation* 

Amount 
of Donation to 
enable them 
to provide 
Necessary, 

M^yujjah » 


35 

Kembutty 


Yavuck Pandy 


labourer 


R. 

2 

ff. p. 

Kottab 


36 

ditto 


• 

- ditto -> 


ditto 

- 

3 

— — 

Karinbah - 


28 

ditto 


. 

- ditto • 


ditto 

- 

3 

- - 

Poovujjali 


35 

ditto 


- 

- ditto 


ditto 

- 

2 

- - 

Kanloo 


35 

ditSo 



- ditto - 


ditto 

- 

3 

— — 

Ummajah • 


19 

ditto 



- ditto - 


ditto 

- 

a 

- - 

Tbavoo Kottah 


37 

ditto 



Koonjalda 


ditto 

* 

3 

- -* 

Bellachy - 

f 

20 

ditto 


• 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

fl 

— 

Karachy * 


18 

ditto 


- 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

2 

— — 

Uerah 


4 

Gooddry Moyela 1 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

1 

- - 

Kollah Beerah 


35 

A. ditto 

* 

. 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

3 

— “ 

Siddah 


35 

Jogee 

- 

- 

Napuckaloo 


cultivator 

- 

- 

- 

Poottey - 


30 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

- 

- 

Mahalingah 


B 

ditto 

. 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

- 


Soobbucka 


45 

Coorg 

- 

- 

Koonjala - 


labourer 

- 

2 

- - 

Yalooniba 


li 

Goodday Moyela 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

1 

— — 

Kotty - 


25 

Kembutty 


Kurdali • 


ditto 

•* 

3 


Maejjah - 


18 

ditto 



ditto 


ditto 

- 

2. 

— 

Lomakottah 


23 

ditto 



ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

— — 

Singoo 


18 

ditto 

• 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

2 

- 

Matha Kottah 


20 

ditto 



ditto A* 


ditto 

- 

3 

— — 

Kauree Kottah 


35 

ditto 

- 


Palwngala 


ditto 

- 

3 

- — 

Achoo Kottah 


iB 

ditto 

. 


ditto 


ditto 

* 

3 


Bel loo Kottah 


1(1 

ditto 

* 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

3 

- - 

Maycjjah - 


15 

ditto 

• 

m 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

2 

- — 

Muchoo Kottoli 


45 

ditto 


m 

Balanioorec 


ditto 

- 

3 

M. ^ 

Mayejjah • 


30 

ditto 

- 

m 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

2 

— — 

Koottali « 


50 

ditto 

. 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

* ' 

3 

— •. 

Somucka •* 

- 

28 

Coorg 



Konajegary 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 


Ummoo - 


2i 

30 

23 

ditto 


m 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

— 

Ycerah 


Holiah 



Aroovuttoo V ocaloo 

cultivator 

- 

3 

- 

Katiree 


ditto 

* 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

- - 

Yeeroo 


3 

ditto 

« 


^ ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- 

Siddee 


20 

ditto 

. 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- *“ 

China 


Go 

ditto 

. 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

^ — 

Sidda 


26 

ditto 

- 


- ditto - 

• 

ditto 

* 

3 

— — 

Yceree 


20 

ditto 

- 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- - 

Siddu 


1 

ditto 

. 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- - 

Byrah 


38 1 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

— "* 

Thavuh 


22 

ditto 

- 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 


3 

- “ 

lliollali 


18 1 

ditto 

. 


* ditto - 

- 

ditto 


3 

- - 

I'himmee - 

* 

35 

ditto 

- 


• ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- ! 

2 


Nomjee - 


t6 

ditto 

- 


- ditto - ' 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- -* 

Niinjah 


30 

Haravah 

- 


Ummthee 

- 

labourer 

- 1 

3 

— ■" 

Kotali 


28 

ditto 

- 


ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

— — 

Marah 


20 

ditto 



ditto 

- 

ditto 

- ' 

3 

- - 

ditto 


4 

ditto 

« 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

— "■ 

K Uriah 


3 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 1 

1 

— 

Chamma - 


2 

ditto 

• 


^tto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

— - 

Kaullee - 


30 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 


Nemjee 


20 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

_ «•. 

Suxinah 


5 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

— 

Sunnah 


11 

ditto 



' ditto - , 

- 

ditto 

• 

1 

— — 

Bellcc 


40 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 


3 

— "■ 

Kunla 


1() 

ditto 

. 

• 

ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

— — 

Chamah - 


20 

ditto 



ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

— - 

Kariah 


12 

ditto 

- 


ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

— — 

Bunnah 


5 

ditto 

. 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

■» 

— •“ 

Sunnah 


40 

ditto 

- 


Ummeithee 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

. "" *“ 

Bellachee - 


20 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- ! 

2 

— - 

Mookee - 


*5 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

f 

2 

— *• 

3 

5 

S. 

§■ 

1 


25 

ditto 

- 


Authooroo 

- 

ditto 


2 

— — 

Kariah 


1 

ditto 

• 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

• : 

I 

— — 

Kaullee * 


2 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

— 

Vootlia Kottah 


30 

Kembutty 


(CoUa-tlmdaby Guodoo 

ditto 

- 

3 

— 

IMatha Kotta 


2 

ditto 

- 

• 

• ditto - 

- 

ditto 

• 

i 


Cheeya - 


24 

ditto 

- 


^ ditto - 

- 

f.iiUo 

* 

2 

- *• 

Appoo Kotta 


16 

^ ditto 

- 


• ditto - 

- 

ditto . 

* 

3 


Matha Kotah 


28 

ditto 

• 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

' - 

3 


Soitta Kotta 



ditto 

* 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- - 

Poovah - 

* 1 

25 

ditto 



• ditto ^ 

- 

ditto 


2 


llummee 

1 

** 1 

«5 

ditto 

- 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

4* ' 

a 





",1 


• < 

.RanAaics. 






' 'A. ' 



'* h > 

70 buttiesof IlUild 
and theuBual|m 
portion of 
given to them; 


40 butties of Ian 
and the usual or 
'portion of tucKa 
given to tlwEe, 

30 butties of lat 
and the usual pi 
portion of tucl^ 
given to theso. 

50 butties of lii 
and the usual {i 
portion of tuc^ 
given to these. 






GORBBSPOMSfOXB 00 ‘IHS 8I,\VE TB^lSS, 


"itim 


S3 

<» 


Names. 


Age, 




Caste. 


Nikmee of 
; Villages where 
Residing. 


Present 

Occupation* 


Amount 
ofOonation to 
enable them 
to provide 
Necessary. 


Remarks. 


ai 3 

ai 4 

«t 5 

aiG 

ai7 

ai8 

/ aao 
' aai 

R 33 
3^3 
334 
3 S 5 
. Sfl6 
««7 
338 
239 

230 

231 

232 

®33 

234 

235 
23G' 

/ 237 
238 

MO 

241 

242 

243 

244 

«45 

24G 

247 

248 

. « 4 y 

250 

251 

25e 

353 


female 
male 
female 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
female 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
female 
ditto 
mule 
female 
male 
female 
ditto 
mule 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto, 
female 
imde 
female 
mole 
ditto 
ditto 
‘ feniule 
ditto 

ditto 

male 
I female | 
ditto 
mule 
I female 
male 
ditto 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

male 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

male 

IfemaleJ 

lale 



Moyee - - 

Ikottah 
Marce 
Kaul^c - 
AmH>o Kottah - 
TnummoeKottah 
Vpotha Kottah - 
Acboo Kottah .* 
Tbimmee ** 
Nunjee 
Monney - 
Tliunjoo - 
Siddah 
Chatha . ^ 
Monney - 
Malha 
Muihee 
Kuf^umba - 
Jogee Kottah - 
Ikootty 
M<mnoy • 
Nunjee 
M Uriah 
Kaullee - 
Marah 
Lunnah 
Kaullee 
Knriali 
Chungarah 
Joyce 

C hatha Kotty - 
Thiinrnah - 
Cheekoo - 
Soma Kootty - 
Holoo 
Jyoo 

Sooina Kootty • 
KurumbaKatta - 
Nunjee 
Neely 

Hoonny - 

Cheera Kottah - 
Chilloo .. 
Poovah 
Ikottah 
Chilloo 

Chatha Kootty - 
Thippa Kottah - 

Chill uchoo 

'Iliajee 
Monny 
Veeral • 

TliimmaU 
Honnuh 
Lucka 
Yeerah 
Hoochce 
Hoonny 
Thungoo 
lioochee 
Beeree 
Thusali 
Cmmoo 
Bui>gali 
lloiiny 
Thoddah 
1 iunooinee 
N ingee 
Kaullee 
Thimnia 
LAt'kah ^ 
Vcnckatah 


20 

25 

50 

20 

25 

Go 

35 

25 

40 

fiO 

9 

7 

18 

10 

40 

17 

15 

S2 

(?o 

15 

50 

6 

35 

30 

Go 

do 

40 

5 

G 

20 

35 

2U 

25 

1 

40 
H 
7 
55 
40 
a 5 
3mo''i 
l4oyr’'| 

25 

DO 

35 

25 

4 
30 

imo. 

[aSyr' 

30 

Go 

35 

30 

15 

10 

55 

5 
3 

3(i 

QO 

50 

3t> 

5 

i 

30 

20 

>4mo' 

28yr*| 

30 

25 

15 


Kembutty 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditfo 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto . 
ditto 
Haravah 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Kembutty 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Haravah 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Kembutty 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Kembutty 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Holiah 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


KaUatli&daby Goodoo 
Kykarce - 
aitto 
ditto 
ditto 

Kallatha Madoo 
ditto 
> ditto 

ditto 

- ditto , 

- ditto ' • 

- ditto *• 

ditto * 
ditto 

' ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 

Bclegootha 
Kalatha Madoo - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
Beleegootha 

- ditto - 

• ditto • 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto * 
Muggala - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Kondungary 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto *- 
ditto - , -- 

ditto * 
ditto 

Haloogoontha - 
ditto - 

• ditto - 


labourer - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
«ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

cultivator - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto • 

ditto 

ditto - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

labourer - 
ditto 
ditto 


R. o. p. 

at - - 

3 -A- 

3 ^ 

2 - - 

3 - 

3 - - 
3 - - 
3 — 
a ^ 

3 * 

1 -. 

l - - 

3 - - 

1 ^ - 

2 - 

2 - 

2 - 

3— - 
3 - - 
3 - - 
2 - - 
1 - - 

3 - - 

2 - - 

3 - - 

2 - - 

S - - 

1 - - 

1 - 

3 - • 
3 - - 
3 - - 

2 - - 

1 

2 ^ ^ 

2 - ^• 

1 - - 

3 - - 

2 

2 -. 

1 - - 

3 - - 

2 - 

2 - -. 

3 - - 

2 - -. 

I - - 

3 •• - 

1 - 

2 « * 
2 ~ 

3 - - 

3 - - 
3 ^ « 

1 - -. 

1 - - 

2 - - 

2 - 
1 - - 
2 - 
2 « - 

3 - - 
2 

1 - -. 

1 ^ - 

3 - - 

2 - - 

1 «... 

2 - - 

3 - - 
3 - - 
3 - - 


1 00 butties of 
]and,aiKlthcusinil 
^ proportion oftuc- 
kavy given 
these. 





AlfP ABOUtlON. 


Number of 
CertMcate. 

a 

285 

, 1 
male 

286 

female 

287 

ditto 

288 

ditt^ 

289 

ditto 

2 go 

ditto 

292 - 

..male 

292 

difto 

393 

female 

294 

male 

395 

female 

396 

male 

397 

female 

398 

male 

899 

female 

300 

ditto 

301 

male 

303 

ditto 

303 

ditto 

304 

female 

305 

male 

306 

ditto 

307 

female 

308 

male 

309 

female 

310 

male 

311 

ditto 

313 

female 

3»3 

male 

314 

ditto 

315 

ditto 

3 >‘> 

female 

317 

male 

318 

ditto 

319 

ditto 

320 

ditto 

321 

female 

323 

male 

323 

female 

334 

male 

325 

ditto 

326 

ditto 

337 

ditto 

328 

ditto 

339 

ditto 

330 

ditto 

33 * 

ditto 

333 

ditto 

333 

ditto 

334 I 

ditto 

33 r> 

ditto 

33G 

female 

337 

ditto 

338 

ditto 

339 

ditto 

340 

ditto 

341 

ditto 

343 

male 

343 

ditto 

34 + 

ditto 

345 

ditto 

348 

ditto 

347 

, female 

348 

< 

Wmale 

349 

ctttto 

i 



M'ambs. 


Hoonnab - 

Giddy 

Murry 

Kempy 

liyree 

Koottah - 

.Hannah - 

Tfiimmah - 

Chironee * 
Koravah - 
Sunnah 
l^elliah 
Ballachee 
Belliah 
Cheerah - 
KauUee - 
Appoo Kotta 
Achoo Kotta 
Karcc Kotta 
Thary 


Vecrah » 

N inghee - 
Ycnkatali - 
Yeerah 
Sunnah 
Ningha 
Kamaii 
Thimniah - 
Kaullee - 
Ujjoo Kootty - 
Jaadiah 
Chenna 
Soobbah - 
llunnoo - 
Sookra 
Mullautnmy 
Yeerapah - 
Thavujinoo 
Matlm Kottali - 
Soma Kottali - 
Bellikottah 
Matha Pottali - 
Ikottah 

Chetty Kottah - 
Vootha Kottah - 
Vootba Kottah - 
Achoo Kottah - 
Jogeo Kottah - 
Ummoo - 
C'heekoo 
Poonjjah - 
Moyiijjah - 
Ummoo - 
Chittay 

- Jugle Thimmoo 
koottah. 

Joghee Kottah - 
Somoo Koottali - 
Yhippoo Kottah 
I kootty 
Moyajjee - 

- MottayMathoo 
Koottah. 

Achoo Kottah 


' , : 

: (Paste. 

Names of 
Villages where 
Residing. 

Present 

OccupaUoQ. 

Holiah 


Haloogoontha 


labourer 


ditto 

. 

- ditto *• 

m 

ditto 


ditto 

• 

- ditto - 


ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 


ditto 


ditto 

• 

- ditto . 


ditto 


ditto 


* ditto - 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

- ditto - 


cultivator 


ditto 

* 

• ditto - 


ditto 


ditto - 


- ditto - 


ditto 


Haravan - 

• 

Naungala 


labourer 


ditto - 


* ditto • 


ditto 


ditto 

• 

• ditto • 


ditto 


ditto 


* ditto « 


ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 


ditto 


ditto 

• 

- ditto 

m 

'ditto 


ditto 

. 

- ditto - 

m 

ditto 


Kembutty 


Potlia Kottah 


ditto 


ditto 


Kondongary 


ditto ' 


ditto 


- ditto - 

m 

ditto 


ditto " » 

- 

- ditto - 


ditto 


Holiah 

- 

Thavanagarry 

- 

cultivator 

- 

ditto 

- 

Aiirjec 


ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


labourer 


ditto 

_ 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 


ditto 

m 

ditto 

.. 

ditto 

. 

ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 

* 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto - 


ditto 


Kembutty 


Koiidiingary 

- 

ditto 


Holiah - 

- 

Haloogoontha 

- 

ditto 


JMarydo - 

I 

Yadiyooroo 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

- ' 

- ditto - 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

- ditto - 


ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 

• 

ditto 


Vockaliga 

• 

Haloogoontha 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 

- 

diiio 


ditto 


- ditto - 

• 

cultivator 


Kembutty 

- 

llarumary 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

• 

• ditto - 

• 

ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 

• 

ditto 


ditto 


- ditto • 

• ; 

ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

. 

- ditto - 

• 1 

ditto 


ditto 

. ^ 

- ditto - 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

i 

- ditto - 

. 

ditto 


ditto 

• 1 

- ditto • 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

• i 

. ditto - 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

. 

- ditto - 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto - 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 

- 

ditUf 


ditto 


•> ditto - 

• 

ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

• ditto - 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 


ditto 


ditto 


- ditto - 


ditto 


ditto 

• 

- ditto - 

• 

,jliUo 

m 

ditto 


- ditto • 

• 

ditto 


^ ditto 


ditto • 

• 

ditto ' 

m 

ditto 

- 

ditto ' - 

- ; 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 


Amouiiit . 
of Donation to 
enablo Uiekn 
to provide 
Necessary, 


iJ. a, p* 
1 - 


loObutticsofla 
and the usual p 
liortionoftuclq 
given to these; ■ 


3 - - 


3 “ - 


loobuttiesofla 
and the usual | 
portion of tucla 
given to him. ' 
r 40 butties of la 
I and Ihotusuaki 
I portion of tuohi 
I given t o theses' 


> ..‘'i A, 







NAiini. 




Castb. 


* male Somoo Kottalx - 8 

female Neely - - : 30 

ditto Monujjee - - 3 

nmie Karmxha Kottah 60 
ditto Somoo Kottah - 4^ 

ditto Vootboo Kottah 10 

ditto Mathou Kottah - 7 

ditto Motta Kottah - 3 

female Theycchee - 40 

ditto Makoo - - 30 

ditto Moijujjcc - - 80 

ditto Bellachce . - 6 

male Appoo Kottah - 22 

ditto Ikotty - - 1.5 

ditto Somoo Kotty - 5 

female Poonjjee - - 40 

ditto Munthee - • 12 

male Balia Kotty Kottah 40 
ditto Sornoo Kotty - 3 

female Cheekoo - • 

ditto Havey - - 10 

male - Kcerah Vootha 25 
Kottah. 

ditto Vootha Koty - 12 

ditto Appoo Koty - 0 

ditto Joyce Koty - 7 

: ditto Jkottah - - 20 

female Poovah - - 3 

male Joyce Kottah - 45 

ditto Thtmmoo Kootty iG 
ditto • VurpadaMathoo 40 
Kotah. 

ditto Mundoo Kootty 8 

ditto Miinnoo Kootty 7 

female Tiiavy - - 35 

ditto Cheekoo - - 22 

ditto Kootuo - - 80 

male Appoo Kottah - (>5 

female Thungoo - - 50 

ditto Ummoo - -12 

ditto Ummajah - Go 
male Korakurry Kottali 30 
ditto Ikotiah - - 35 

female Bolley - - 33 

ditto Poovah - - 1 8 

male Mathoo Kottah - 70 

ditto Soobboo Kottali 50 
ditto ] kottah - - 30 

ditto Balloo Kottalj - 20 

ditto IkottaU - - 12 

ditto Appoo Kottah - 25 

ditto Tluinmoo Kottah 22 
ditto Nunjoo Kottah - 17 

ditto Achoo Kottah ' 10 

ditto Appoo Kootty - 8 

ditto Buggoo Kooty • 2 mo" 
ditto Mounoo Kottah 22y'' 
ditto Bel lee Kottah - 7 

ditto Vonakah * - 3 

female Clieekoo - - 30 

ditto Monny - - 40 

ditto Kuuily - - 33 j 

ditto Nuiijee - - iG | 

ditto Uckoo - - 40 I 

ditto Poovah - - 10 i 

ditto Monny - - G 

male Belly Kottay - 30 

female Ummajah - - 27 

male (Jiida} Ikottah - 35 

ditto Jilioo Kottah • t8 
dittig^i Thom moo Kootta 10 
J|j|V Soobl^o Kottay 8 

'^jP|^%9athoo Kootty ^ 4mo‘’| 


Keinbutty 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto • 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
.ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Name® of 
VillageB where 
Reskliog. 


Haramary 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Moorooruo 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Kathanoor 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Haranitiry 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
■ ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


It 

Freseftt 

Occupation. 

X 

cultivator 

ditto 


labourer 


ditto 

m 

ditto 

m 

ditto 

i. 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


/.ditto 


ditto 

■ 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 


Amoimt 
of Donation to 
enable them 
to provide 
Necessary. 


R. o. , 7?. 

1 -r - 

2 

1 - - 

3 - - 

3 - - 

l - * 

1 - - 


RpAfAKKO. 




ditto 


ditto 

. 

ditto 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

. 

ditto 

- 

ditto 


1 ditto 

- 

ditto 

. 

ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

.. 

ditto 

«i 

ditto 

- 








AAip TAJ^SS fuii no 




4!2£2 female 
^ 2 S ditto 

434 ditto 

435 ditto 

436 male 
427 dittb 
438 ditto 
439! ditto 

430 di|to 

431 female 
433 ditto 

433 ditto 

434 ditto 

435 male 
43G ditto 

437 female 

438 male 

439 female 

440 ditto 

441 male 

442 female 

443 ditto 

444 male 

445 female 
44(> mule 

447 ditto 

448 Icnmic 

449 ditto 

450 ditto 

451 ditto 

452 ditto 

453 

454 female 
45.5 ditto 
45t) male 

457 ditto 

458 female 

459 tnaie 
4(io ditto 
4O1 ditto 
4G2 ditto 
4^*3 ditto 

4^H ditto 

4^l'> female 
46G ditto 
4^;7 malt! 
4^8 female 
4^9 ditto 
47^^ male 
471 ditto 
4/1*^ ditto 

473 ditto 

474 male 
47/5 female 
47G ditto 

477 ditto 

478 ditto 

479 dif.l<i 

480 male 

481 ditto 

482 ditto 

483 female 

484 ditto 

485 ditto 
4Bf) ditto 

487 ditto 

488 mole 

489 ditto 

490 ditto 

491 female 
49ft ditto 
4i)5 male 
404 ditto , 


Mcehce 
Chetty 
Umraoo * - 
Mundee - 
Appoo Kottah • 
Sammoo Kottah 
Jelloo Kottah » 
Voothoo Kottah 
Voothoo Kottah 
Moyujjah - 
Ghcekoo - 
Checkoo - 
Monny 

Voothoo Kottah 
Appoo Kottah - 
Poonjjce -r 
Mnndoo Kottah 
IMoyiijjah - 
Mottay 

Mathoo Kottah - 
Poonjjah - 
Moyujjah - 
Appoo Kooty - 
JMonny 

Mundoo Kottoli - 

Ikottah *- 

Soobbee ♦* 

Poovah 

Monny 

Kaiilee 

Monny 

Chemboo Kootty 
JMoyuijec - 
K otloo 

Thimmoo Kottah 
C'liathoo Kottah - 
C bitty Pujjali 
ISlingoo Kottah - 
Moonddu Kottah 
liellee Kottah - 
Moodda Kottah 
Murry Kotlali - 

Ikottah 

Kiilly Pnjjali 
JVTayee Pujjah - 
Ikottah 

tj'hcegoo Pujjah 
tJmmoo l^iijjah - 
Suobboo Kottah 
Kaullu Kottah - 
Poorah Kottah - 
Mury Kottah 
3'lius3a 

Cheya3 Pujjali - 
Monpy Piljja 
Moyah I'ujjah - 
iMooke Pujjah - 
Kaullec - 
Nunjoo Kottah - 
Mary Kottah 
Kaytha 

Nurijec Pujjah - 
Ummoo Pujjah 
. 'yfeiromm Pujjah 
.teiiTiniot) - 
Ummoo Pujjah 
Belke Moopah - 
Voodooka - 
('hathy 

X^odakuthy ^ 
Bellay 

puffoa Moopa - 
Murjah - . - 


Kembutty 

ditto' 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

^itto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto'' - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

(iitto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto - 
jNianunghc Ilolia 

- ditto 
• ditto 

ditto 

- ditto 


Raramary 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Mimroonoo 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Kathanooroo 

ditto 

Haramary - 

Belloo Madoo 
ditto 

Mythady - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Kcmbi* ty 

1 Koonjalagary 

ditto 

i Katha .Moolooroo 

ditto 

1 Belloo Madoo - 

ditto 

1 ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Haramary - 

dilUi 

Chicka JMoondooroo 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto - j 

ditto 

; - ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

1 Hootliekary 

ditto 

Nemmiduy 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dittt> 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Koothooroo 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


labourer 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

diito* 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
. ditto 
ditto 
, ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ciitfo 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Kootha Ilolia 


Bellooroo 


ditto 

» 

• 

ditto 


- ditto 

ditto 


<« 

ditto 

• 

- ditto 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

^ * 

ditto 

ditto 



ditto 


- ditto 

ditto 

• 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

ditto 


• 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

ditto 


• 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

<■« 

• ^ 

ditto 

- 

- ditfo 

ditto 



ditto 

- 

. ditto 

ditto 


- 

Thavallagary 

ditto 

ditto 

• 


ditto 

-* 

ditto 

ditto 



ditto 

- 

. ditto 

ditto 

. 

.. 

ditto 

* 

. ditto 

<h‘tto 

• 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

ditto 



ditto 

m 

ditto 

ditto 


* 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

ditto 

• 

- 

ditto 

- 

- ^ ditto 

Haravah 

. 


ditto 


. ditto 

ditto 

. # 


ditto 

* 

« ditto 

ditto 


- 

ditto 

- 

- ditto 

ditto 

. 

. 

ditto 

- 

• dittp 

ditto 


* 

ditto 


- ditto 

ditto 


- 

Koottodroo 

ditto 

ditto 

• . 

- , 

1 ditto 

•* 

• ditto 


; eoablc thm 
|;o provide 
Neceasaiy. 

R, a* p, 

« - - 




(.eoniiHi 


T A 






feffnte Mookey ♦ 

ditto Joycdhte - . - 

ditto Temy - 

’ditto Kodnsbay • - 

dUto KaoUce - 

;*Rtw M(wy 

I ditto Chickee • 

I ditto Kamby • • 

‘ -ntBle i Hutya Moopah - 

v'ditto Javanalt - , - 

'ditto ' Kotyoh - 

Mullah - 

v^tto JCaullal) - 

i^Wialo Ninriee - >: - 

'■ditto Bbllay 

:)ditto Kamby - 

Kaulle# - 
Mullay - 

^vdltto Mookee • 

Kummba Moossah 
, Mara 
,.*4^ Mnry 

l&toato Maray 
sditto Monny - 
tidjitto- : . Maray 
rittialo ‘Kimjoo Kottoh 
pdkto fVootha Kottah • 

^;6wnaoi^'Fujj - 
Soomoo Kntta ^ 
Koockathe <2 
Soobbce - 

ratted Poovah Pujj ah • 
h'tna^e Ninijoo Kottah • 
h^tio Nitiijali - 

Thippee Pujjab • 
:;i, ditto CheyaPujjali - 
Niinjce . 

V uiale Kuryah Moopa}i 
;3^iile Thutiddy - 

'Glaciate Julloo Kottah - 
Liditto Manoo Kottah ^ 

^ Mathoo Kottah - 
gdkto 'I hippa 

Chilloo Piijjah *> 

ifldiOto Poovah Pu jjah - 
Ummoo Pujjah - 
Makao 

Vooththa Kottah 
Jyoo 
Tholah 

Monny Pujjah - 
Ohcekoo - 
Ummoo - 

wmi.« Vooththa Kottah 
Soobbah - 
Wtto Achoo 
Iksmale Ummoo Pujjali - 

, ditto Ponnav Pujjah - 

ditto Poovufi Pujjah - 

ditto Poovah Pujjah • 

ditto Cheya 

d^tto I'himmoo Kottah 
Achoo Kottah - 
V oothatha Kottah 
fbcnalo Ummoo Pujjah - 
Mundoo Kottah 
Mayoo 
Mayoo 
"Appoo 
. Koottah « 


;fdittf 


lomale 

.(ditto 

ditto 

.ditto 

j^itto 

ditto 


Cas^b.' 


75 
SO 
11 
50 I 

35 I 

® I - 

30 I Kenibutty 

35 1 


1 

65 1 

35 I Koth Holia 
1 

Co 

35 i 

3 

Go I Haravah 
45 

Go I Kernbutty 


a 




Napi^ of 
Villages mh&ee 
^Keiiding* 


Koottodroo 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto • 

^ ditto • 

• ditto - 

- ditto - 

Muththooroo 

- ditto - - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

• ditto * 

- ditto • 

• ditto • 

• ditto - 

I - dilto - 

• ditto • 

- ditto - 

Backay Sodlooroo 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - * I 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

[ Bessagooroo 

- ditto - 

ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

Ileebooroo 

- ditto - 

I - ditto - 

- ditto • 

Kottagary 

- ditto 

« ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

Uclooroo - 

- ditto • 

I Kund ungala 

- ditto . - 

I - ditto - 

I - ditto • 

- ditto - * I 

- ditto • , - 

- ditto , - - 

- ditto 

Moguttagary - 

- ditto « 

- ditto - 

- ditto 

- ditto -r 

- ditto - 

Heehooroo m 
, ditto - 4 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

» ditto * 

- ditto y* - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - - 

Settygaiy 

- ditto - 

- ditto - • 

KoduinbOoroo - 

• ditto - . - 

• ditto - to 

- ditto - - I 

- ditto - 



labourer 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto • 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
^■‘-1, .ditto 
ditto 
- ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Amount 
of jDonajtioii to 
enable Ihem ; 

; tO{Mroviite 

Neoessaiy* 


B, o. p, 

2 - 

® 

2 - -. 
a - - 
1 - - 

l - 

1 - 

I mm ^ 

3 - - 
3 - - 
3 - - 

1 - - 

1 - -. 
a - - 
a - - 

2 - 

1 - - 

l - - 

1 - - 

3 - - 
3 - - 

1 - ^ 

2 - - 
2 - - 
1 - - 

3 - - 
3 - - 
^ - - 


2 ^ <- 

2 « - 

3 - - 

l ^ - 


3 - “ 

1 - - 

2 - - 

2 - - 

1 - « 

3 - - 

2 - - 

3 - - 

3 - - 

3 - - 

% ^ 

2 - - 


2 - - 

1 - - 

1 - - 

3 -- - 

a - - 

2" - 

2 ^ ^ 

a - ~ 

4 - - 

a - ^ 

X mm ^ 

3 - - 

3 - - 

3 7 - 

2 ^ > 

3 - - 

2 - 

H mm 










AM) MEASURES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 



Names of 
Villages where 
Residing. 


Present 

Occupation. 




Amount 
of Dooation to 
enable them 
to provide 
Necessary* 



5G() male Vooththa Kottah 

570 ditto Mathoo -j 

571 ditto Karimbali 
57a ditto Soobboo • 

573 ditto Mathoo - 

574 female Poovah Ujjah - 

57,5 ditto Poovah lljjuh - 

57G ^ female Koothoo - 

577 male Thimmoo - 

578 ditto Kauree 

579 ditt«) Byiah 
5H0 female* Thitnmy - 

581 ditto Sinj^he 

582 male Thippa 

583 ditto Kaullah - 

584 ditto ditto 

585 ditto Sooblmh - 

586 female Loobby - 

587 ditto Venchaty 

588 ditto Chittay - 

589 ditto Tliayee 

5^0 male* Lingludi - 

591 ditto Veneatah - 

592 ditto Lingha - 
59:1 ditto LitJglia - 

594 female Thayec - 

595 male Sunriah 

59b female ditto 

597 ditto Hyrce 

598 ditto Umma I'jjali - 

599 male Barah 

(ioo female Ammy 
Goi male 'fhavah 

602 iemale Chittay - 

Gq 3 male l^ommah - - ^ 

(io4 ditto Kaniali - - j 

605 teniale (iiddee - - | 

male Jeenah - - ■ 

G07 female Chittay - - | 

bo8 ditto Thavy - - 1 

G09 male Nunjoo Kottah - 
bjo ditto AchoQ Kottah - 

bti female Afakoo 

Gi 2 male I kottah 
bi3 ditto ThocKah - 

G14 female Linghce - 
615 ditto Byree 
CiG ditto Chitty 

617 male Appoo 

G18 female 'I’hayee 
G19 male Poottah - 

G20 ditto Nunjah 


621 ditto Byrah 
G22 female Chenuah - 


623 male 
G24 female 
625 male 
G2f) female 
G27 male 
62B ditto 
C29 ditto 
G30 ditto 
G31 female 
C32 ditto 

^33 male 
^34 d?tto 
^35 f^alc 


Thayou 
Ramie 
Soobbuh - 
Uniniic 
Rimgah - 
Sobbah - 
Luckah - 
Chennah - 
'I’hame 
Paurvathee 

Byrah 
Eddah . 
Kaullee 


Kembutty 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
• ditto * 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
lloliuh 

ditto 
; ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
flitto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
’ ditto 
ditto s 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Kembutty 
Holiah 
Kembutty 
Holiah - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Kembutty 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
Holiah 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


Kodumbooroo 
ditto 
I *• ditto 

I - ditto 

I - ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 

Kauntboovoo 

ditto 

ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Badaga 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
di( to 
ditto 
ditto 

Kaunthooroo 

Ikolah 

Kaunthooroo 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

flitto 

- ditto 
ditto 

Alootharmoudy 

ditto 

ditto 

Ikulnga 

Thaygathooroo 

- ditto 
ditto 

I - ditto 


30 ditto 


28 ditto 

25 ditto 

55 Paulay 

28 ditto 

4 ditto 

35 Holiah 

2 ditto 

50 ditto 

22 ditto 

18 ditto 

30 ditto 

60 ditto 

28 ^itto 

24 ditto 

18 ditto 


Mara voodoo 

- - ditto 

ditto 

- Kiittay Madoo 

* • ditto 

- Bcttagary 

- ditto 

- ditto - 

. - ditto - 

- ditto 

• - ditto * 

- - ditto - 

- - ditto - 


labourer 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

diito 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dilio 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dilto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

cultivator 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


labourer 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto -I 
ditto 

cultivator - 
ditt6 
ditto 
di^^o 
ditto 


^ 50 butties of lan 4 ) 

l and tJie usual pro* 
portion of tuckavy 
J given to these. 
j 100 butties ofland 
I and the usual pro 
portion of tuckgv] 
t given to these* 

- 50 butties ofland, 
and the usual pro* 
poition of tuckavy 
given to these. 

f 7o butties of lon^ 
and the usual pro* 
I portion of tuckavy 
I given to these* 


200 butties ol 
land* and the 
[usual proportion 
of tuckav\ given 
to ih. s. . 

r 1 00 btutiesoljanc] 
j and the usual pro 
J portion of tuckay^ 
Agiven to these. 

(con/mueii 


IT 












40 




i 


,Sj| 

11 


male 

ditto 

[female 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

male 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

ditto 

male 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

male 

ditto 

female 

male 

female 

ditto 

male 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

male 

female 

male 

femali' 

mule 

ditto 

female 

ditto 

male 

ditto 

female 

male 

female 

male 

ditto 


NAMftS. 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
’9 I ditto 
\o I female 

male 
{female 
ditto 
ditto 
1 female 
ditto 
ditto 


It 

13 

4 

is 

16 

*7 

is 

*9 

30 

31 

t)« 

33 

3+ 

95 

96 

97 

gB 

99 

00 


male 

female 

male 

female 

ditto 

male 

female 

male 

female 

male 


Maythoo - 

Jogeo 

Byree 

BuBsavy 

Thayee 

Byree 

Hyrah 

Kaullah 

Thayee 

Yeliy 

KauUee 

Chicka 

lliippali 

Yeeree 

'rhayee 

Suththa 

Viirtha 

Thaoec 

Appoo 

Byree 

Motty 

'rhippah 

Soobbuh 

Byree 

^layoo 

Soomoo 

Somoo 

Byrno 

Kootoo 

Sunnali 

llyroo 

Mn{;ec 

Soobbee 

TUoddii 

Boiiiiiiuh 

Kootoo 

]^in<^uli 

Snnnav 

Kuiillah 

YeeraJi 

Kaulla 

Thavah 

Muirjah 

Byrab 

Kaullee 

Yeevah 

ditto 

Byree 

Lingbie 

Bussary 

Tbippec 

Sunnay 

Lingnh 

Byree 

Y'eerah 

Jdngce 

Yeeree 

Bolloo 

'I'hippce ■ 

Chinny 
Ken choc 
Lingali 


ditto 

female 

male 


Mury 

'f'hayee 

Kurr^^li 


30 

■io 

<) 

4 

7 

40 
I bo 
30 

35 

35 

4 
' 1 

.*{5 

35 

8 
10 

3 

35 

20 

50 

40 

39 

30 

35 

8 in* 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
^ ditto 
^ ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


1 


Caste. 

Names of 
Villages whare 
Residing^ 


3.J' 

liobah 



Poloogoole 



30 

ditto 


- 

- ditto - 

* 


1>5 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


12 

ditto 



- ditto • 

- 

. 

9 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


7 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


3 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


3b 

ditto 



Bcttagary 

- 


25 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


9 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 

- 

4 m* 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


18 y* 

ditto 



Ooloogoolec 

- 


35 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


20 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


18 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


60 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 

- 

40 

ditto 



Bettagary 

- 

- 

25 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 


^tO 

ditto 



Muckundooroo 



2^ 

ditto 


- 

- ditto - 

- 


(io 

dilto 


- 

- ditto - 

- 

• 

17 

ditto 


- 

- ditto - 

- 


Bo 

ditto 

m 

• 

- ditto - 



40 

ditto 

m 

- 

- ditto - 



12 

ditto 


- 

- ditto - 

- 


8 

ditto 


• 

- ditto - 

- 

- 

30 

ditto 


- 

- ditto - 

- 


To 

ditto 



- ditto - 

- 



ditto 


• 

ditto - 

- 

• 

00 

30 

ditto 


- 

- ditto - 

- 


40 

ditto 


• 

- ditto - 

- 



ditto 


• 

- ditto - 

- 


30 

ditto 

- 

- 

- ditto - 

* 


7 

ditto 


- 

- ditto - 

- 

• 

(» 

ditto 


- 

- ditto - 

* 


;) 

dilto 

. 

. 

- ditto - 

- 


1 

ditto 

► 

- 

- ditto - 

- 


2', 

ditto 

. 

• 

- ditto - 

- 



ditto 

. 

- 

- ditto - 

* 

- 

V 

1 

1 ditto 

- 

- 

- ditto - 

- 


Present 

Occupation. 


ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto * 

ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto • 
ditto - 
ditto - 

ditto * 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto • 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 

ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
* ditto * 


cultivator 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto • 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

labourer 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

cultivator - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ilitto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditt(» 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto ^ 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


Amount 
of Ponation to 
enable them 
to provide 
Necessary. 


R. 

3 

3 

2 
1 
1 

1 

1 

3 

2 
1 

1 

3 
3 

2 

2 

3 


3 - - 

2 - - 

3 - - 

2 - - 

2 - - 

3 - - 

3 - - 

2 - - 

1 - 

1 - - 

2 - - 

3 ^ ^ 

0 „ 

3 - - 

3 - “ 

2 - - 

2 - - 

1 - - 

l “ - 

1 - - 

1 - - 

2 - - 

l — - 

1 - - 

3 “ - 

3 - - 

l _ - 

1 - - 

3 - - 

2 - - 

2 - - 

2 — — 

2 - - 

1 - 
1 - « 

3 - - 

2 - - 

I - - 

1 - - 

1 - - 

3 - 

2 - -- 

3 “ - 

2 - - 

3 " - 

3 - ■- 

2 . - 

1 - - 


Rwaiiks. 


100 butties of 
land, « and the 
) usual proportion 
of tuckavy given 
to these. ' 


90 butties of land, 
and the usual pro- 
portion of tuckavy 
given to these. 

] 00 butties of 
land, and tiie 
usual proportion 
of tuckavy given 
I to thebe. 

butties of land, 
and the usual pro- 
portion of tuckavy 
^ given to these. 

( 6;)^ butties of land, 
and the usual pro-» 
portion of’ tuckavy 
givet) to these. 


G.^buttiesofland, 
and ilie usual pro- 
portion of tuckavy 
given to these. 


98 2 butties of 
laud, and tlie 
J'usual proportion 
of tuckavy given 
to these. 


90 butties of land, 
and the usual pro- 
^ portion of tuckavy 
given to these. 


50 butties of land, 
and the usual pro- 
' portion of tuckavy 
given to these. 


75buttiesofland, 
and the usual pro* 
portion of tuclmvy 
^ given to tliese. 

30 butties of land, 
and the usual pro- 
|K>rtion of tnpkavy 
.given to the^p- 









AK» MEASURES TAKKM Jiis> 




o ^ 


t 


i Number 

1 Certificai 

Male or 
Female. 

701 

male 

7012 

female 

703 

ditto 

704 

male 

703 

female 

7ot> 

male 

707 

female 

708 • 

alitto 

709 

ditU) 

710 

male 

711 

female 

712 

ditto 

713 

male 

714 

female 

7 i.'> 

ditto 

7 i(> 

ditto 

717 

ditto 

718 

ditto 

7»9 

male 

720 

female 

721 

ditto 

722 

ditto 

7‘^3 

nude 

724 

I'emale 

723 

ditto 

7 ‘ 2 *> 

ditto 

727 

ditto 

7‘-*'8 

male 

7-^9 

lemale 

7 : 3 t> 

ditto 

731 

male 

732 

ditto 

733 

female 

734 

ditto 

735 

ditto 

73^ 

male 

737 

ditto 

738 

lemale 

739 

male 

740 

female 

741 

ditto 

74 ‘i 

mule 

743 

female 

744 

male 

745 

female 

74 (i 

male 

747 

ditto 

748 

female 

749 

male 

750 

ditto 

751 

ditto 

752 

female 

753 

ditto 

754 

ditto 

755 

male 

75 '> 

female 

767 

male 

758 

ditto 

759 

ditto 

760 

ditto 

761 

female 

762 

male 

763 

female 

7(14 

male 

765 

female 

76 (> 

ditto 

767 

ditto 

7(^8 

ditto 

709 

ditto 

770 

male 

77 » 

ditto 

773 

ditto 

773 

/ditto 

774 

f ditto 


Names. •> 


B3/rab -* - : 

55 r 

Uyree ^ 

25 

I’hippee - 

8 

I'havah 

5 

Byree 

3 

Jogee 

Bo 

Byree 

9 

I^tickoo 

3 

Chinny 

4 

Cumndah - 

20 

Soobbee - 

so 

Machec • 

22 

Ycerali 

25 

'Fhayee - 

23 

Thayee 

25 

Yeerce 

18 

lloollce - 

15 

Kitty 

7 ni* 

Suttnah 

25 y* 

Soobbee - 


Thoommy 

18 

Byree 

G 

Byrah 

3 

Lingliee - 

30 

Biis'iavy - 

35 

Kooltoo - 

40 

Yeeree 

8 

K oonlhaThimmah 

22 

Thimmoe - 

18 

I'hippee - 

35 

IJngah 

15 

Soobbah - 

2 

I Jnghee - 

15 

Uckoo 

iG 

Belly 

4 

Sun nab 

30 

Kaullah - 

40 

Yeeree 


Yerah 

7 

Mathec 

7 

Umballay 

25 

Tbippah - 

3 

Koollec 

1 

Bolloo 

40 

Soobbee -» 

G 

Aclioo 

2 

Chin nee - 

38 

Somoo 

25 

Lingali 

70 

Jyoo 

G 

Mathoo - 

7 m* 

Thungoo - 

22 y* 

Munjee - 

3 

1 Unimee 

7 

Thoddah Appoo 

35 

Mundee - 

25 

dyoo 

4 

Soobbah - 

2 

Sunnah Appoo - 

18 

Bellec 

35 

Urnmoc - 

2 G 

Tbeerookoo 

25 

Chavoody 

20 

Byrah 

28 

Linehee - 

55 

Cbittay - 

20 

Byree 

18 

Kaullec - 

4 m* 

Linghee - 

30 y* 

Soobbah - 

28 

Mandoo - 

2 G 

Sunnah 

27 

Byrah 
llioddah - 

20 

’“i 


Caste. 


[loliah 

• 

ditto 

. 

ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 

« 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

• 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

• 

ditto 

. 

ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

* 

ditto 

• ^ 

ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

* 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

• 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


Kenibutty 

ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


Hnliah 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


"Mitto 


ditto 


ditto 





Names of 
Villages where 
Kesiding. 

Present 

Occupation. 

Amount ' 
of Dpnatiem to 
enabfe them 
to provide 
Necessary. 

'r 

f 

Muckundooroo - 

cultivator - 

It, 0. p. 

2 - - 

45 butties ofldlK 

ditto 

ditto 

2 “ - 

and the usual pk 

ditto 

ditto 

1 - - 

‘^portion of 
given to these. ^ 

- ditto 

ditto 

1 - - 

- ditto 

ditto 

1 - - 

ditto 

labourer 

3 - - 


ditto 

ditto 

1 - - 


ditto 

ditto 

1 ... - 


.. ditto 

ditto 

1 - - 


- ditto 

ditto 

3 ^ 


- ditto 

ditto 

2 - « 


Kodagathaloo * 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto • 

ditto 

3 - - 


-i ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


• ditto 

ditto 

a - - 


- ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


Kathakooloo 

ditto 

3 - - 


- ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


. ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


dilto 

ditto 

1 — - 


ditto 

ditto 

1 - - 


Ibbenevolavady 

ditto 

2 - 


ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


Kodagaihalloo - 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto 

ditto 

1 - “ 


• ditto - 

ditto 

3 - 


. ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


• ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto 

ditto 

3 - -- 


ditto 

ditto 

1 - - 


.. ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


ditto 

ditto 

l - - 


.. ditto 

ditto 

3 


« ditto 

ditto 

3 


- ditto 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto - i 

ditto 

1 - - 


ditto 

ditto 

1 - - 


ditto 

ditto 

^ ^ 


ditto 

ditto 

1 


ditto 

ditto 

1 - ^ 1 


- ditto 

ditto 

3 - - 


ditto 

ditto 

l - - 


ditto 

ditto 

>1 « « 


Kuggodloo 

ditto 

3 - - 


1 - ditto - 

ditto 

2 - - 


- dilto - 

ditto 

3 - '- 


- ditto - 

ditto 

l - - 


. ditto - 

ditto 

1 - - 


• ditto - 

ditto 

2 - - 


• ditto • 

ditto 

1 - - 


.. ditto - 

ditto 

l - - 


. ditto . 

ditto 

3 - “ 


• ditto - 

ditto 

2 - 


- ditto - 

ditto 

I - - 


• ditto - 

ditto 

l - - 


• ditto * 

ditto 

3 - - 


- ditto - 

ditto 

a - - 


- ditto - 

ditto 

2 - - 


• dilto - 

ditto 

3 - - 


• ditto - 

ditto 

2 - - 


Kautigary 

ditto 

3 - - , 


- ditto - 

ditto - 

2 - - 


- ditto - 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto - 

ditto 

2 - - 


- ditto - 

ditto 

I - - 


- ditto - 

ditto 

2 - “ 


Balighary 

dii:,o 

3 - - 


• ditto - 

ditto 

3 - -- 


- ditto • 

ditto 

3 - - 


- ditto - 

ditto - 

3 - 


- ditto - 

ditto 

1 - - . 

(continue 




V 2 


E ON THE EtAVE 'f KAfllS, 


Present 

Occupation* 



Amount 
of I>onation to 
enable theta 
to provide 
Necessary, 


}i. a, p. 
i - - 



r 100 butties of 
I land, and tbt; 

' usual proportion 
of tuckavy given 
I to these. 


I but tics of land, 
1 and the usual pro- 
I portion of tuckavy 
I given to these. 


loo butties of 
land, and the 
' usual proportion 
[of tuckavy given 
I to these. 



































AJJB MEASUHES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOLITION. 


Certificate. I 

^4 

^ E 

U4 

Names. 

1 

1 

Caste. 


Names df 
Villages where 
Residing. 

Present 

Occupation. 

Amotint 
of Ooiiation to 
enable them 
to provide 
.Necessary, 

() 

male 

Byrah 


5 

Iloliah 



11 alary 


labourer 


/^. 

t 

a. p* 

.7 

ditto 

Bellee 7, 

• 

40 

Hnravah 

- 

. 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

I » 


8 

ditto 

Bolloopah 

• 

4 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- - 

9 

female 

Kooree 

• 

2/5 

ditto 

• 

• 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- - 

.0 

male 

Karmbah - 

• 

42 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

flitto 

- 

3 

- ... 


ditto " 

Kurpah 

• 

7 

dittti 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

• - 

,2 

ditto 

Arkah 


1 2 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- «. 


female 

Kanday - 

• 

22 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- - 

•4 

ditti^ 

Kaidlee 

• 

25 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

i 2 

- - 


male 

Balliah * 

L 

30 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

- - 

i(> 

ditto 

Nuddah - 

• 

4 

ditto 

- 

. 

ditto 

- 

1 ditto 

. 

1 

— - 

7 

;8 

ditto 

Koilumbah 

. 

3 

ditto 

- 

• 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 


female 

Kooree 


25 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

! 2 

- - 

•f) 

ditto 

Kurtha 

. 

1 

ditto 

- 

- 

' ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- 

►o 

male 

Kauvalah - 

.. 

35 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

,« - 

► 1 

ditto 

Clianmah - 

« ‘ 

40 

3 

ditto 


- 

ditto 

- 

ditto. 

- 

3 

- 


ditto 

Kariuh - 


ditto 

• 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

i 

- 


female 

Moyee 

- 

2C) 

ditto 

. 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- - 


ditto 

Keerav 

- 


ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- - 

'*5 

ditto 

Sunnay 

. 

bo 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

„ * 


ditto 

Munjee 

- 

3 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- ^ 

7 

male 

Nunjah 

- 

40 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

“ - 

i8 

feniale 

Nunjee 

- 


ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

<]itto 

- 

0 

- 

'9 

male 

Moollah • 

- 

25 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

- - 

^0 

1 ditto 

Chauthee - 

. 

tio 

ditto 

- 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

3 

^ — 

' 1 

female 

K am lice - 

• 

C'5 

ditto 

• 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

i> 

- - 

"2 

ditto 

Suiuiay 

• 

ii 

ditto 

. 


ditto 

• 

ditto 

- 

l 


■3 

ditto 

Thun^hu - 

• 

20 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- .... 

’4 

male 

Kaureo 

. 

40 

ditto 


. 

ditto 

- 

1 ditto 

- 

3 


’5 

female 

Kimrree - 

.. 

25 

ilitto 

. 


ditto 

* 1 

ditto 

- 


- - 

rO 

ditto 

Matikay - 


42 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

■ 1 

1 ditto 


2 


7 

ditto 

Cheekoo - 

_ 

5 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

" i 

1 


:8 

male 

ijollah 

_ 


ilitto 

- 

- 

ditto 


ditto 


3 

_ 


female 

Punnay 

, 


ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- .. 

h) 

ditto 

Nimi’iiy 

. 

'2 

ditto 

- 

• 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

. 1 

1 

... 

h 

male 

Ihilluh 

. 

Go 

ditto 

. 


ditto 


ditto 

- 

3 

^ - 


female 

Si in nay 


52 

ditto 

. 

.. 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- 


ditto 1 

Kaullec 

. 

4 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- - 


ditto ] 

( hauthuy - 

. 

25 

ditto 

« 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- 

i.'! 

ditto 

Paiiehuy - 

I 

30 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- “ 

Mi 

ditto 

Uimnee 

- 

42 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

" 1 

ditto 


2 

- - 


<iirro 

Loond.iy - 

. 

3 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

1 

j 

ditto 

- 

1 

- 

^8 

male 

Naiigah 


8 

ditto 

. 

.. 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

1 

- - 


ditto 

Maurali - 

- 

G 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- ~ 

)o 

ditto 

Chum ball - 

. 

3 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

X 

- - 


ditto 1 

Ballah 

- 

4 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- - 

K'i 

female 

Vonathee - 

_ 

25 

ditto 

- 


ditto 

- 

flitto 

- 

2 

- - 

ditto 

Nunkay 

- 

7 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 


ditto 

- 

1 

- - 

i4 

ditto 

Pootty 

- 

0 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- - 

) 7 ) 

niali> 

Cdumgarali 


70 

ditto 

* 

- 

ditto 

- 

ilitto 

- 

3 

- - 

t<> 

female 

Munnay - 

- 

55 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- " 

)7 

male 

Paukuh 


55 

ditto 

- 

- 

liitro 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

- - 

)8 

female 

Munnay - 

- 

4<i 

ditto 

.. 

- 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

- 

‘j 

- - 

Ji) 

ditto 

Kaimluc - 

.. 

4 

ditto 

- 

• 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

• 

J 

_ - 

^0 

male 

Bolookali - 

- 

5 

diU,f> 

. 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- 

ji 

ditto 

Kalamay - 

- 

20 

ditto 

. 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

^ - 

jj 

ditto 

Koottidi - 

. 

53 

ditto 

. 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

- - 

>3 

ditto 

Koonthfjy Byrah 

40 

Holiali 

- 

- 

ICbb lit lagary 

- 

cultivator 

- 

3 

- 

>4 

ditto 

f 1 

1 1 

- 

21 

ditto 

- 

- 

<litto 

- 

ditto 

• 

:t 

— ~ 

>0 

ditto 


20 

ditto 

. 

- 

; - ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

- 

;>() 

female 

Naugah - 

.. 

10 

ditto 

.. 

- 

1 - ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

~ - 

7 

ditto 

Kcmpee - 

. 

30 

ditto 

. 

- 

1 - ditto • 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

_ 

.)8 

ditto 

Chitty 

- 

*18 

ditto 

- 

- 

1 - ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

.• - 

\9 

mule 

Mautha 

- 

1 

ditto 

. 

. 

- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

• • 

1 

- 

to 

female 

Bachee 

. 

8 

ditto 

• 


- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

• 

i 


1 1 

ditto 

Vceree 

• 

5 

ditto 

_ 

- 

- ditto - 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

_ - 

12 

male 

Kurrumbah 

. 

35 

ditto 

- 

. 

Mercara - 

- 

labourer 

. 

3 

~ - 

13 

ftmiale 

Vurthee - 

- 

25 

dittE 

- 


ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

2 

- - 


ditto 

Baulee 

- 

20 

ditto 



ditto 

- 

dittq. 



^ - 

'0 

mule 

Lauduo 

- 

7 

ditto 

• 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

1 

- - 

lb 

ditto 

Subbah 

- 

7 

ditto 

. 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

• 

1 

« - 

17 

ditto 

K Uriah 

- 

50 

ditto 

• 

- 

Kurvalny - 

- 

cultivator 

• 

3 

- - 

18 


Byrah 

- 

24’ 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

- 

ditto 

- 

3 

- - 

'9 

finale 

IJckoo 

• 

40 

ditto 

- 

- 

ditto 

• 

ditto 

- 

2 

- .. 

20 

AJitto 

Yeeree 

- 

20 

i 

ditto 

i 

• 


ditto 

• 

ditto 

*■ 

2 

M — 



USMASi4^, 


* ' 


70 butties of land. 
\ and the usual pro- 
' portion of tuckav^ 
I given to these* 


160 butties of land, 
[ andtheusual pro- 

J portion ofiuekavy 
given to these. 
(contihued) 











'54 

‘55 

•5<^| 

'57 

•5*j* 

59 

i (»0 

►<>1 

> 6 *z 

»63l 

»H4 

>f>5 

)6G! 

)67! 

>68 

>r)<)! 

? 7 o| 

:> 7 i 

37-2 

57 a| 
574] 
^ 75 , 
&7fi 
t>77 
□78 
t>79| 
o8o| 

0-81 

082 

083 

084 

085 

086 

087 

088 

089 

090 
Ot)l 

092 

0931 

OSHl 

095 

09 ()| 

097 

098 

099 

ioo| 

101 

10‘i 

in:? 


Name«^ 




female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
female 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto I 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
female 
ditto 
male 
female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
female 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
ditto 
female 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
ditto 
female 
male 
female 
ditto 
iriale 
fenialt' 
ditto 
I04j ditto 
ditto 
male 
fenude 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
male 
female 
male 
female 
ditto 


1 105 

I lo()| 
i J07 
lio8| 
1 1091 

II io| 

Llll 
I 112 

tll 3| 

1114 

tii5| 


Kommab - 
Beerali 
Hamah 
Kenchec - 
Subboc 
Soobb.ah - 
Sifldub 
Lingbe 
Pooitub - 
Byrab 
Thayvah - 
Byree 
Linghe 
Naudy 
Hookuy 
'I'baiHsali - 
*rbimmah '• 

V eitebatiib 

Cliittay - 

Byree 

Byrali 

Kaullee 

Luekee 

Byrec 

liuoc'lice - 

Byree 

Byree 

Byrec 

Subball 

y ecrab 

Byree 

Buddroe • 

liupret' 

Gourec 
Poof ty 
Kuryah 
Oollah 
Umhimdy 
Cht'ortliay 
Kuiniiiandalbee 
Kooiubay - 
Cliumbah - 
Paulay 
Koonibay - 
jyiotharee - 
Kirtliay 
Parayee - 
Ghamjay - 
BooUireliec 
I'boouday - 
(^hirtbay - 
Kauricliee 
Kooneka - 
BaUiihaii - 
Thoonday 
Ilhay 

Koockauroo 
Koockan - 
IJiigoo 
Polay 
Poly 

Beliaebec - 


CAttTK. 


40 
lO 

15 

35 
55 

35 

4 

20 

30 

5 

14 

35 

8 

28 

50 

24 

3 

35 

20 

3:> 

20 
lA 
(im 
20 y 

15 

9 

22 

iB 

iB 

50 

f)(j 

15 

34 

(io 

40 

35 

30 

20 

25 
() 

4 

7 

25 

20 

5 
45 

(Jo 

B 

25 I 

8 

3 I 

45 

2 

i m**' 

x'ri 

20 

20 

7 


Moliab 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto - , * 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto - * 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Gooday Mogla 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
«iitto 

- ditto 
Godaij Moylah 

ditto 

- ditto 

- . ditto 

T ditto 

Mariah Ilolia 

ditto 

ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Names 

Villages where 
Umdlng. 


Higgodloo 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Juinbooroo 
• ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto " 

- ditto - 

- ditto 

- ditto ' ^ 

- ditro - 

- diti o - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto > 
Gurvaliiy - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Bele:j:ary - 
ditto 
ditto 

Kiirakully 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
K Uriah 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
diiu» 
ditto 

Kurikay - 
(Jhemboo - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

B(*l lagary ^ 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Present 

Occupaj^on. 


cultivator 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

lalxm^er 

ditto 

ditto 

cultivator 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto - 
ditto ^ 
ditto 
lab(»urer 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

cultivator 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

labourer 

ditto 

ditto 

cultivator 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
labourer 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
tiitto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Amount 
of Donation to* 
enable them 
io provide 
Necessary, 


Total Company’s liupees, Tvv(> 
Thousand Two Hundred and 
I'hirty-eight - . - 


it. 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 
3 

1 

2 

3 
1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 
3 


2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 


1 - ~ 

1 - - 

1 - - 

3 - “ 

•2 - - 

1 - 

3 - - 

2 - - 

1 “ - 

3 - _ 

1 - 
1 - - 

1 “ - 

3 - - 

1 - - 

1 - - 

1 - - 

2 - - 

2 - - 

1 - “ 


but ties of land, 
{add die usual pro- 
poition of tuckavy 
given to these. 


1 00 • butties of 
land, and the 
usual proportion 
oi* tuckavy given 
to these. 


2,238 - - 




I 50 butties of land, 
land the usual pro- 
^ portioji of tuckavy 
given to these. 


1 00 butties of 
land, and the 
usual proportion 
of tuckavy given 
to these. 


Superintendent’s* Ofliee, in Coorg, 1 
1 May 1830. J 


(signed) C, F» JLc Hardy ^ Supcrlntcndcnt- 
M. C«66ow, Commissioner. 




V; 


Mayi 




tftat tl!te‘ foUo'wing Letter be written to lieutenant-colonel CkAhon^ ' 
Itoia the Secretary to Government of India. 

'• ^ ■«' \ 

To IC^uteuant-colonel 'id.Cubhon, Commissioner in Coorg, dated 15th Sept. 1838. 

^Political Dep^ment.) 

SSr, , ’’»■* * ■' 

I AM 4^t^ted by the Honourable the President in Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter, dated the 29th June last, submitting a list, with a 
detailexl statement of the expenses attendant on the emancipation of the Pun- 
nay slaves. 

2.* In reply, I aitt de.sired to acquaint you that his Honour in Council is 
happy to receive this report of the emancipation of the slaves in question, and 
sanctions the expenses incurred on that account as specified in the list which 
accompanied your letter. " . 

' Thave, &c. 

Fort William, (si^ed) H. T. Prinsep, 

5 September 1 838. Seer to uov‘ of India. 

' “’ 1 , 

Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing colrespondence with lacut.-colonel 
Cubbon be sent to the civil auditor, for his information. 


BXADHAj 


Extract Letter from the Superintendent of Coorg to the Commissioner, 

dated 14 August 1839. 

17 . I HAVE much pleasure in stating, that 1 have not heard a single instance 
of any of the individuals who were emancipated from slavery at the beginning 
of last year having misconducted themselves, as it was at first apprehended 
they would do. Indeed, as far as T can judge from what has fallen under my 
own observation, I have every reason to believe that they are remarkably 
quiet, well-behaved, industrious people. A number have continued in the 
service of the ryots to whom they were formerly attached ; but it will be 
observed, under the head of “ house tax,” in the accompanying memorandiun, 
that 383 families of them have, during the jiast season, established themselves 
as independent labourers. Between 60 and 60 families cultivated on their 
own account small patches of land. 
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Slave Trade on the 
Malabar coast. 

Leg. Cons. 

11 Dec. 1837, 

Non. 21 & 22. 


Bombay 
iStave Trade. 


Leg. Cons. 

03 April 1838, 
Nos. il ik 12, 
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BOMBAY. 

' ~ '• -11 -r II ^ - t ' ‘ 

#t « 

Slave Trade in the JPersian CruI/; Traffic in Slaves carried on by Vei^els from 
the Arabian Coast and the Per Aon Gidf trading with BonAetjf ; Treaties ■witfi 
the principal Arab States in the Gulf for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, 

Importation of Slaves from the Coast of Africa into Cutcht and the Pwiu- 
gaese Forts of Demaun and Dieu. . 



Extract Legislative Letter from /mfia,dated 16 April (No 7 ) 1838, 

Para. £t. The accompanying papers received from the government of Bom- 
bay are elucidatory of the draft of a proposed Act, having for its object the 
suppression of the tra^c in slaves, which is supposed to be carried on to a con* 
siderable extent in the ports upon the Malabar coast. We refrain at present 
from any detailed notice of the subject, having requested the Law.Commis* 
sioners to put the proposed Act into proper form, previous to our taking it into 
consideration. 


Extract Legislative Letter from India, dated 19 November (No. 19) 1838. 

Para. 103. In continuation of the reference made to the Law Commissioners, 
as reported in para. 21 of our despatch. No. 7 (iCth April) of 1838, we for- 
warded to that body, copy of a further correspondence with the government of 
Bombay, relative to three slave boys taken out of two vessels at Judda, under 
English colours, by Acting-commander Rogers of the Honourable Company’s 
brig of war Euphrates. 

101 <. The three boys having been provided for under the instructions of 
the local government, the Acting-commander solicited instructions as to how 
hd should act on falling in with ships under English colours, which might have 
slaves on board. 

105. The advocate-general at Bombay, Mr. Le Messurier, who was consulted 
on the subject, stated, that pending tlic enactment by us of the propo.sed law 
for the suppression of the traffic in slaves, be would not recommend the com- 
mander of any of the Company’s vessels acting in the search or seizure of slaves. 
Mr. Le Messdrier was of opinion that “ the Briti.sh Legislature, by omitting to 
give the power of seizure to authorities in India under the Company, seemed 
to have proceeded on some ground of policy in so doing, especially as, by the 
late Charter Act, it had expressly recognised and sanctioned the existence and 
continuance of slavery within the British territories in India.” 

lOG. In this latter opinion, the late Right honourable the Governor 
could not concur. His honour observed, that “ slavery” and a “ trade in slaves” 
were two very distinct things, and that the toleration which, for a season, the 
Charter Act, extended to the former, implied no sanction whatever of the latter. 

107- Instructions, in conformity with Mr. Le Messurier’s opinion on the, 
subject of tlje legal power of the commanders of Company’s vessels, were, 
however, issued by the Bombay government to the superintendent of the Indian 
navy, ' 

108. Having recalled the papers from the office of the Law Commissioners, 
we considered it necessary, for the better execution of the penal j^ovisions of the 
English statute 5 Geo. 4, c. 113, for the abolition of the slave-trade, to enact 











fiom^new {trovisions respcfcting the persons authorised to carr^ the said statute’ 
into execution, by making seizures and otherwise within the limits of the Ho- 
nourable East India Company’s Charter, and, for this purpose, we read the draft 
of an Act prepared by our colleague, Mr. Amos. 

109> Mr. Amos, in submitting the draft, observed, that the principal 
points to be considered were, first, whether the 43d section of the statute com- 
prehended all the persons whom it was considered desirable to entrust with the 
seizure of slave* ships at Bombay ; Secondly, whether there was any inconve- 
nience in extending the list, as in the proposed Act ; and, lastly, whether there 
was any ambiguity in the ^signation of the persons to whom the power of 
seizure was proposed to be ex&nded. 

< 110. Before publishing the draft, we forwarded it for the opinion of the 

Right honoi^rable the Governor-general. - . 

111. His Lordship stated, that he would hesitate before proceeding to 
legislate on this very difficult and delicate subject, and wished to obtain iurther 
information as to the nec^sity and expediency of the proposed provisions. 

112. Thd particular Cases adduced by the Bombay government to show 
the necessity of any such Act, were considered exceedingly weak ; and before 
legislating with a view to the suppression of the traffic, the Governor-general 
desired to know whether such traffic was actually carried on at the ports within 
the Company’s territories. On this point his Lordship proposed that the Bom- 
bay government should be requested to furnish further particulars, as also to 
state all the instances that might have occurred of the discovery of such traffic. 

113. His Lordship apprehended that the Supreme Government could not 
legislate either for the ports of independent princes, or for the high seas, 
and that it is only competent to the Governor-general inGouncil to legislate for 
plat^es within the Company’s territories ; but, oh this point, he proposed that 
a reference should be made to the advocate-general at this presidency, for his 
opinion. 

114. His Lordship thought that the Bombay government should also be 
requested to state whether in tlieir opinion it would be sufficient and effica- 
cious as a remedy, if the power proposed to be conferred by the Act were 
limited to seizures on shore before the imported slaves were removed to the in- 
terior; and, still more, whether the object in view would be completely attained 
if the power were extended to harbours. 

115. There was one point to which, as being very important, his Lord- 
ship drew our attention. The Act, stated his Lordship, was designed to guard 
against traffic in slaves ; but he apprehended that, as then worded, it might be 
construed to mean that an Arab captain bringing to a British port a domestic 
slave in ordinary attendance on him, was liable to the penalty proposed to be 
prescribed. Such a construction should be guarded against, if possible, though 
his Lordship was aware that discrimination would be difficult. 

116. We have made the references suggested by his Lordship. 

117 . Two further communications from the local government, received 
while the general question was under deliberation, also accompany this de- 

S atch. They relate to the slave trade carried on at the ports in the Persian 
nlf, and to the circumstances of a case in which a young girl, sold by her 
father to a chief of Kattewar, had been demanded by the uticlb of the seller. 
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PoriTiCAi. Letter from Bombay, dated 1 January (No. 1) 1839. 

To the Honourable tlie Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 

East India Company, London. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We beg to submit to your Honourable 
Court copy of a minute recorded by our 
honourable president, dated the 10th ultimo, 
and of the documents therein alluded’to, 
as noted in the 'margin, relative to the 
traffic in slaves said to be^^arried on by 
vessels from the Arabian coast and tlie 
l^ei^ian Gulf trading with the port of Bombay, 

I 238. X 2 


Letter from Mons. Fontanierto Captain Guillian. dated toth 
October 1838. 

Ditto from the private Secretary of the Honourable the 
Governor, to Captain Guillian, dated 20th October. 

A Minute by the J^onouraBle the Goveitior, dated loth No- 
vember 1838, 

Summary by the Political Secretary, 4 ated aist Dec. 1838. 
Minute by the Honourable the Gc^vernort dated 3i8t Dec. 


2. In 




Matters referred to 
I the Law Commis- 
•iimers* 
filave Trade at 
Bombay and the 
Persian Gulf. 

Leg. Cons. 

II February 1839. 
JNos. 6 and 7, 

4 March 1839. ' 
Mos« 15 aud 16. 


^ liietters from, dated 
4 July (No, 64.) 
1 838, and 1 January 

j(No. J) i 83 y. 

Slave Trade. 


Persian C> ulf. 
Slave Trade. 


I5ti HE TB4PE, 

• ■ 2. tn our despatch" dated (he 29th Merch, No. *7, ot 1B87>’ r^pordd to 
jjrdur Honoarsdde Court our proceedings relative to certain African ehfldren 
rescued from slavery at Porebunder in 1835, and we now beg respectfully - to 
draw your Honourable Court’s attention to the accompanying summary of the 
proceeding! of this government as connected with the suppression of the slave 
trade, prepared by our political secretary, dated the 31st instant; from the 
facts therein stated, your Honourable Court will perceive how very erroneous 
and incorrect is the information contained in the communication from 
Monsieur Fontanier (calling himself the French “ Vice-consul at Bussora on a 
mission to Bombay”) to the address of Captain Guillian, commanding the 
French corvette “ Le Prevoyantc.” • ^ 

3. We have forwarded copies of the above documents for the information of, 
the government of India, and we beg to assure your Honourable Courf ths()t no 
exertion shall be wanting on our part to suppress the nefarious traffic in human 
beings within the limits of our jurisdiction and that of our allies. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) J. Farish, 

Bombay Castle, 1 January 1839. G. IV. Anderson. 

t T. Dunlop. 


Extract Legislative Letter from India, dated 20 May (No. 12) 1839- 

Para. 181.. In continuation of para. 117 of our despatch (No. 19), dated 
19 th November 1838, wc have the honour to report that we have referred to 
the Indian Law Commissioners two further communications from the govern- 
ment of Bombay ; one relating to the slave trade carried on at the ports in 
the Persian Gulf, and the other relating to the same description of traffic 
alleged to be carried on by ve.ssels from the Arabian coast and the Persian 
Gulf trading with the port of Bombay. 


Extract Political Desi'atcu to Bombay, dated 12 March (No. 5) 1840. 

Para. 68. The que.stion of making better provision by legislative measures 
for the prevention of the traffic in slaves, which still prevails in the Indian 
seas, being under the consideration of the Government of India, by whom it 
has been referred to the Law Commission, we shall for the present abstain 
from all observations on the point. In the meantime, the Summary drawn up 
by Mr. Willoughby of your recent proceedings connected with the suppression 
oi the slave trade, is an ample vindication of your government from the charges 
of culpable indiff’erence to that important subject brought by M. Fontanier, 
calling himself French vice-consul at Bussora, in a letter which, being commu- 
nicated to you by the party to whom it was addressed, gave occasion to the 
preparation of Mr. Willoughby’s memorandum. 


Political Letter from Bombay, dated 23 May (No. I 7 ) 18i0. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
East India Company, .Lo/u/on. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. With reference to our letter to your Honourable Court, dated the 1st 
January, No. 1, of 1839, forwarding a summary of the proceedings of this 
government for suppressing the traffic in slaves, we now do ourselves the honour 
of transmitting herewith extracts from our further proceedings connected with 
the same subject. 

2. From the letter from Captain Ilennell, the resident in the Persian Gulf, 
dated the 17th December last, No. 123, your Honourable Court will be gratified 
to perceive that the Imaum of Muscat ha^s consented to three articles being added 
to the trdaty concluded with his Highness by Captain Moresby, of Her 
Alajesty’s ship “ Menai,” under date the 29th August 1822, in which''^his 
Highness authorizes the right of search, and extends the boundary line laid 
down in Captain Moresby’s treaty from Din Head to Pussein, the easter(| 



exlr^n^y of the tenitories of Uis H^hne^s on the coast of Mekri^, thus 
iiic|i|(Uog .the coasts of Kattewar, Cutch, Karrachee, and upwatijs of four 
degrees westward, in the limits within which the subjects of Muscat are how 
forbidden to carry on the slave trade. 

3. It has long been an object of great solicitude with us that the Imaum 
should be prevailed upon to extend the limits within which the slave trade has 
been pros^uted by subjects of bis Highness's kingdom, which extended to the 
coasts of countries subject to the tributaries of this government, or to states in 
alliance witli it. 

4. A very considerable traffic in slaves has long been known to have been 
carried on, more particularly* from Africa, with the Portuguese settlement of 
Diu, on the coast of Katteewar, with the port of Mandavie in Cutch, and with 
those in Sinde. By the arrangements which have now been effected through 
Captain Hennell's instrumentality with his Highness the Imam, the British 
CJovcrnment will have the power of effectually excluding this nefarious i;radc 
on the long line of coast extending from Bombay to Cape Pussein in Mekran. 

o. A letter has beftn addressed by our honourable president to his Highness 
the Imam, expressive of the high satisfaction of Government in receiving the 
gratifying intelligence of his Highness’s co-operation in the accomplishment 
of an pbject in which the Bntish nation has ever taken the deepest interest, 
intimating that his Highness could not have afforded a better [»roof of bis 
friendsliip and regard. 

(i. Ti he three articles in question run thus ; 

“ I agree that the following articles be added to the above treaty, concludetf 
by Captain Moresby on the aforesaid date.’* 

“ 1st, U'luit tlie Government criii/crs, whenever they may meet any vessel 
belonging to my subjects, beyoml .a direct line drawn from Cape I)elgado, 
passing two degrees seaward of the island of Socotra, and ending at 
Pussein,* and shall suspect that such vessel is engaged in the slave trade, the 
said cruizers are permitted to detain and search it.” 

” 2d, Should it, on examination, be found that any vessel belonging to my 
subjects is carrying slaves, whetlier men, women, or children, for sale beyond 
the aforesaid line, then the (Jovernnient cruizers shall seize and confecate 
such vessel and her cargo; but if the said vessel shall pa'-s beyond the 
aforesaid line owing to stress of w'eather, or other case of necessity not under 
control, then she shall not be seized.” 

.‘jd, “ As the selling of males and females, whether grown up, or young, 
who are ‘hoor’ orlree, is contrary to the Mahomedan religion, and whereas the 
Soomalecs are included in the lioor, or free, I do hereby agree, tlmt the sale of 
males and females, whether young or old, of the boomalce tribe, shall be con- 
sidered* as piracy ; and that four months I'rom this ilate all those of my people 
convicted of being concerned in such an ac% shall be punished as pirates ; 
dated 10th fshowal 1255 a. ii, corresponding to the 17d» December a. n. 
1839.” 

7. These articles have been published in the Government Gazette at this 
presidency, in the English, Arabic, Persian, Guzeratte, and Mahratta lan- 
guages, and tlie Superintendent of the Jndiuii navy has been directed to adopt 
effectual measures for the enforcement, within the extended boundaiy tlicrein 
specified, of the further prohibilion of’ the slave trade, now agreed to by his 

^ Highness the Imaum. 

8. A communication has also been addressed to the political agents in 
Kattcewar, Cutch, and Lower Sinde, informing those officers of the extension 
of the new boundary line, so as* to include tlie ports and coasts within their 
jurisdiction. 

9. We nave conveyed, to Captain Ilcnnell the warmest commendation of 
Government for his valuable exertions in obtaining such an extensive con- 
cession from his Highness the Imaum as that now brought to the notice of 
your Honourable Court. 

10. We beg iff" draw the attention of your Honourable Court <o the accom- 
pftnying copy, of a sumntary drawn ifp by our political secretary, under date 
the 10th ultimo, wherein a review is taken of the proceo^lings which, durihg 
the last three years, have, been adopted by this Government, for the purpose, of 
suppressing the traffic in slaves carried on in the Persian Gulf, 

«33. . X 3 II. A^, 




• On the Mekreij 
coast* ' 


V iile accompanyi: 
OovemmeHt Ga* 
2 ettc, dated 2 1 M; 
1B40* 




. n. A cwy of; the whob of the ploceediegs above adverted to^ ihas '! 
forwarded tor the mfonaation of the Bight hoaourahle theiOovertior^ge 
of India in Councit. , . 

We have, &c. ' 

Bombay Castle, S3 May 1840. (signed) J. Farish, 

' G. fV. Anderson. 


Cons.: 13th Dec* 1837, Nos. 
isnd 7th March 1838* 

Jos. ^q 8 to 1001 ; i8lh April, 
and 1613 ; 11th July, 
3330 to 3333 ; 5th Sepi., No. 
4307; Dec., Nos. 6017 to 
eSioi «3d Oct. 1839* No. 4610 to 
4614- Secret Cons. : 4th Dec., 

|J0. 5980. 


ExTaacT Political Letter from Bombay, dated 15 August (No. 31) 1840. 

Para. 2(X). Iw a letter dated the a4th September 1^7» Captain 
Hennell, the resident in the Persian Gulf, submitted copy of a 
statement which he had received from an individual ‘named 
“ Abdootaben Awas,*’ who stated himself to be a person of rank 
from the African coast, complaining of the recent abduction 
from Burburah, by the crews of some Jpasmee boats, of 333 
young women under the pretence of marriage, and of their 
having been brought from thence to some of the principal ports 
on the Arabian side of the Persian Gulf, and thei^ disposed of as slaves. 

^1. Captain Hennell stated that he had adopted measures for eliciting 
the true facts of the case, but that hitherto he had not been able to obtain any 
information on which he could implicitly depend. 

SOS. In reply. Captain Hennell was, unoer date the 9th December 1837, 
informed that Government would, await his further report on this subject, 
but that, in the meantime, wc were desirous of being furnished with his opinion 
as to the practicability or otherwise of bis Highness the Imaum of Muscat, 
and the Arabian chiefs in the Persian Gulf, being induced, on a proper repre- 
sentation on the subject being made to them, entirely to prohibit the traffic in 
slaves within their respective jurisdictions. 

203. In reply to this reference. Captain Hennell, under date the 10th 
January 1838, stated, that, after deliberate consideration, he was reluctantly 
led to the conclusion, that it would not only be impracticable to meet the 
attainment of the humane wishes of Government in regard to the suppression 
of the slave trade in the Gplf, without our making a very enormous pecuniary 
sacrifice, and that, even then, it was almost certain that our intentions would 
be defeated by impediments and difficulties for which no remedy could be 
found. 

204. Captain Hennell, at the same time, observed that the only chiefs 
in the Persian Gulf with whom, unless as a matter of expediency, we could 
authoritatively interfere for the suppression of the slave trade, were the 
Joasroee and Uttaabee Sheiks, who are members of the general treaty nego- 
tiated in 1820, by Major-Genera|, Sir M, G. Keir, the 9th article of which do- 
cument declares, that “ the carrying off of slaves, men, women, and children, 
from the coast of Africa or elsewhere, and the transporting them on vesseLs, is 
plunder and piracy, and the friendly Arabs shall do nothing of this nature.” 

205. Captain Hennell, however, at the same time, observed that, 
strongly as the above clause might appear to be expressed in the English 
translation of the treaty, still it was considered to be so ambiguous in the 
Ajabic version by the British officer who was appointed to tlib superintendence 
of political afiairs in the Persian Gulf, shortly after the treaty had been 
signed by the respective chiefs above referred to, that the clause in question 
had become a dead letter, and that since that date (a period of I7 years), the 
question had never been agitated, so that it m^ht now be considered that the 
parties concerned had acquired a kind of prescriptive right to consider that the 
9th article was inserted solely with the view of guarding against the forcibly 
carrying away of individuals for the purpose of selling them as slaves, and not 
meant to prohibit altogether a traffic, which is not only in accordance with the 
letter and spirit of their religion, but which long continuance and custom have 
rendered almost indispensable to their domestic comfort. ^ * 

206. In consideration of these and ^ other circu|nstances mentioned W 

Captain Hennell, vfh informed that officer, that although we entertained littfe 
hope of effectually putting an end to this execrable traffic, yet we confidently 
relied on his be.st exertions to oppose, as far as might be in his power, any case 
of enormity that fell within his notice, and that he would take advantage of 
• every 
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levcW^^e^uofti^ty which night presmtllseif ‘to exnress to tli^ A^ ^hi^ih 
the^nUv tin detestation with which the BiiM^ 6ovemRient 

slave trade the cruelty which is exercised to unofiendiog individuals of biting > !■<% 
forcibly taken from their bones, and separated for ever non their parents tnd 
connexions* and carried off to be sold as slaves to for^gners and strangc^^n 
a distant land^ 

207< With a subsequent letter, dated the S8th February 1838, Dr. Mackenzie, 
who at that 41016, in consequence of the temporary absence of Captain 
Hennell, was in charge of the residency in the Persian Gulf, submitted trans- 
latiqns of letters which had been received from the native agents at Shargah 
and Muscat, in reply to comtnunications which had been addressed to them 
by Captain Hennell on the subject of the complaint of Abdoolabin Awaz, Alhtdedtoia j' 
an^l observed that, from the information contained in these documents, it 1^™* *hi|' 

would appear evident that a disgraceful traffic in young females, probably 
both by stealth and purchase, was carried on from the Burbarra coast, not 
only to the territories of the Joasmees, but to every port of consequence in 
the Persian Gulf. 

SOS. ^Ve much feared, from the additional circumstances now brought to 
our notice, that little could be done to effect the suppression in the Gulf, of 
this nefarious traffic, but, as long as the most distant hope remained, we were 
unwilling to abandon the pursuit of any measures which could be adopted for 
the attainment of so highly desirable an object, and we therefore, on the 
receipt of Dr. Mackenzie’s report, called u{ion Captain Hennell, who by that 
time had resumed charge of the residency, to submit his opinion in detail on 
the points adverted to in that officer’s communication, and, at the same time, 
to suggest any measures which might occur to him (Captain Hennell) as being 
likely to mitigate the evil. 

209. In reply to this reference. Captain Hennell, in a letter dated 28th 
April 1 838, stated that information which he had gained during a recent visit 
which he had made to Muscat and the Arabian coast, fully tended to confirm 
the opinion expressed by Mr. Mackenzie, that the slave trade prevailed to a 
considerable extent in the Gulf, but that, on his having put the question to 
Sheik Sultan Bin Suggur, the chief of the Joasmee tribe, the Sheik had denied 
that any of his subjects were concerned in this revolting traffic, and bad gone 
so far as to propose to the resident measures for its efiectual prevention 
amongst the crews of vessels belonging to his ports trading on tne Arabian 
coast, and lias given his consent to the following agreement : 

** In the event of vessels connected with any ports or'belonging to my sub- 
jects coming under the suspicion of being employed in the carrying off and 
embaHtation of slaves, men, women, or children, 1, Sultan Bin Suggur, Sheik 
of the Joasmee tribe, do hereby agree to their being detained and searched 
whenever and wherever they may be fallen in with on the seas by the cruizers 
of the British Government ; and further, that upon its being ascertained that 
the crews have carried ofi’ and embarked slaves, their vessels shall be liable to 
seizure and confication by the aforesaid cruizers.” 

210. Captain Hennell at the same time reported that he had succeeded in 
obtaining a similar concession from the Arab chiefs of Fjaman, Debayee, and 
Aboorthabee. 

2)1. In a subsequent letter, dated the 3J September 1838, Captain Hennell, 
with a view of putting a stop, as far as possible, to the traffic in slaves in the 
’ Gulf, proposed that the following further measures should be adopted ; — 

Ist. To endeavour to induce his Highness the Imaum of Muscat to’ extend 
the treaty concluded by Captaih Moresby of Her Majesty’s ship “ Menai,” 
in 1822, so as to include in its provision the provinces of Cutch and Kattywar, 
an object which would be effected by extending the line, without which his 
Highness’s ves^ls engaged |n the slave trade arc liable to seizure from Diu 
Head,- the then limit, to Kurrachee, or in the event of this not being attainable, . 
to the mouth of^the river Indus. 

2d. To obtain »tlie consent of the Arabian chiefs who are not subjects of 
Pqrsia, or Turkey, to tho adoption of ♦the same restrictive line. 

Sd. To have the right of search of all vessels found without, the prescribed 
limits, and open to the suspicion of being engaged in the slave tmde, conceded 
by treaty on the parts of %is Highness the Iraaum, aud the maritime Arabian 
^chiefs ; and, 

1 ^38. X 4 


4th. To 
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‘ 4th. To endeavour to nq^ociate an agreement by which the ^rchaae oit «al 
fif Soomalees, or such other inhabitants of the African coast as mi^nt com 
u nder the Mahomcdan denomination of hoor or free should be considered a 
equivalent to an act of piracy, and punished accordingly. 

SIS. With reference to the above suggestions, Captain Hennell was informed, 
under date the 12th December 1838, that, in regard to those states which had 
not hitherto come under compact to abandon the slave trade, measures only of 
a persuasive nature, and not those of a compulsory kind, should be resorted to, 
and that we saw no i-eason why in any new engagements which might be made 
for tlie suppression of this traffic, the ports on the coast of Mekran should 
not be included, a measure which did not apjlbar to be contemplated by 
Captain Hennell. 

213. On this occasion we directed Captain Hennell never to cease from 
exerting his utmost endeavours to advance the important object of restricting 
and suppressing this hatefid traffic, on every o])cning which might present 
itself; and, in the event of his still remaining of opinion that nothing fur- 
ther could, for the present, be done in mitigation of the evil; than the mea- 
sures mentioned in the preceding paragraph but one, we authorized him to 
attempt carrying them into effect. 


214. In a subsequent letter, dated the 19th July 1839, Captain Hennell, 
” ’ ^ to our great satisfaction, reported that he had prevailed on the four maritime 

bttiik of Abboothatee, Shaik Mukhtoom of Arab chiefs, named in the margin, to enter into the 

S«>hoy, shaik Abdoola of Armulgavecn, and following engagements of three articles for the siip- 
flbaft: Sultaiv^Bin Suggur of RaaeUdtyinali. pression of the slave trade within certain limits in the 

Gulf:— 


I do hereby declare that 1 bind and pledge myself to the British Govern- 
ment in the following engagement : 

Article 1 That the Government cruizers, whenever they may meet any 
vessel belonging to myself or my subjects, beyond a direct line drawn from 
Cape Delgado, passing two degrees seaward of the island of ISocotra, and 
ending at Cape Guadel, and shall suspect that such vessel is engaged in the 
slave trade, the said ciuizem are permitted to detain and search it.” 

Article 2. “ Should it, on examination, be proved that any vessel belonging 
to myself or my subjects ivS carrying slaves, whether men, women, or children 
for sale beyond the aforesaid line, then the Government cruizers shall seize 
and confiscate such vessel and cargo ; but if the aforesaid vessel shall pass 
beyond the aforesaid line owing to stress of weather, or other case of necessity 
not under control, then she shall not be seized.” 

Article 3. “.As the selling of males or females, whether grown up, or young, 
who arc ‘ boor,’ or free, is contrary to the IVlahomedan religion, and whefcas 
the Soomalee tribe is included in the ‘ ahiur,’ or free, I do hereby agree that 
the sale of males and females, whether young or old, of the Soomalee tribe, 
shall be considered as piracy ; and that after four months from this date all 
those ol‘ my people convicted of being concerned in such an act shall be 
punished the same as pirates.” 

215. 'J'he first article of these engagements your Honourable Court will 
observe, gives the Honourable Company’s cruizers the right of search beyond 
a line drawn from Cape Delgado to Cape Guadel, while lljc second renders 
any vessel belonging to (he above chiefs, found with slaves on board, beyond 
the limit specified, liable to seizure and confiscation, and the third makes the 
sale of Soomalces an act of piracy. 

216. We heg to state that, under the authority of the Government of India, 
we have published these articles in the Bombay Government Gazette, and that 
we have directed the superintendent of the Indian navy to issue to the com- 

• inantiers of the Honourable Company’s vessels of war such orders as he may 
consider nece.ssary for giving effect to tbe provisions of the engagement which 
.has been enteVed into by these chieftains. 

217- We have the highest gratification in stating that, in a subsequent letter, 
Captain Hennell has reported that his Highness the Imaum of Muscat has 
consented to three articles being added to the treaty concluded with bis High- 
ness by Captain Moresby, under date the 29th of August 1822, in which his 
Highness authorizes the right of search, and extends the boundary line laid 
down in Captain Moresby’s treaty, from Diu Head* to Pussein, the eastern 
extremfty of the territories of his Hi^mess on tbe coast of Mekran, thusV 

including I 


l(IEAS0ilES EOa ife AfiOlJifjr^N. V^»* 

;llic4iiai% Cuidh,'-'K'ai'fachee ' ■■ 

dfegroe^ westward in the limits within which tiie subjects of M^Scfit' s^ Oc^ 
fbroidden to' cariy 'on the slaine ‘trade. ' •■■''■. ’ -o . 


lIUiUMVaa i«v# carry 

SI 8 . A separate despatch on this subject was submitted to your Hohbdtabte 
C 6 urt, under date the S3d May last (No. 17.^ 


PoWTicAi, Letter from Bombay^ dated 28 August (Nb. 36) 1840. 

Xo the Honourable the Coust of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable East 

India Company, London. 

, Honourable Sirs, 

Para. 1- In our despatch dated the 23d May last (No. 17 ), we reported that 
the Imaum of Muscat had, agreeably to the wish of the British Goverament, 
prohibited any traffic in slaves being carried on by sea, within certain' limits, 
in his Highness’s territories ; and that wo hatl published, in the official Gazette 
of this presidency, a notification to the above effect. 

2 . We now do ourselves the honour of transmitting herewith, translation of 
a letter from the Iniauni, to the address of our honourable president, dated the 
30th June last, from which your Honourable Court will perceive that his High- 
ness is earnest in the measures adopted by him for the attainment of the object 
in view. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) ' J. Parish. 

Bombay Castle, 28 August 1840. G. fV. Anderaett?^ 


Persian G 
Slave Tr# 


Extract Leoiseative Letter from hidiat dated 16 November (No. 19) 1840. 

Para. 32. These papers, together with an extract of our proceedings in the JLeg. Con#. 
Political Department relating to the slave trade in the Persian Gulf, were 8 June 
transmitted to the Indian Law Commissioners for consideration, in connexion noT'rcceiv^ 
with other papers reported to your Honourable Court, in bur despatch (No. 1 ) 
of 1840, above cited. 

33. 'We also transmitted to the I..aw Commission the papers noted in the Ceg. Cons, 
margin, being extracts of our- proceedings in the Secret and Political Depart- 
ments on the subject of the traffic in slaves carried on in the Persian Gulf. 


Extract from the Proceedings of tt»e Honourable the President of India in 
Council, in the Legislative Department, dated 11 December 1837. 

(No. 3.) 

Extract from .the Proceedings of the Honourable the President in Council iiia. No. a 
the Political Department, under date the 22 d November 1837* 

(No. 2046.) 

To the Secretary to the Government of India, Port WilUcm. 

Sir, " 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in - „ . „ ... , 

Council to transmit to you, for the purpose of being laid before ^ith uiree ^nclo 

the Right honourable the Goycmofrgenei'al of India in Council, a. iieply to, dafed 7 June- 
copy of the coirespondctico enumerated in the margin, relating To the Adjutant-general, 
to the. traffic in slai^es, supposed to be carried on to a considerable * *' 13 

e^ttent by persons in Arab boats and vessels from the ports in hVora dttto^dttto ,®37 Juni 

the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and other parts, importing slaves of 7 . To ditto, with direo En 

both sexes and of various ages, into Btftnbayand other ports and , 7 th Auguet. 
places subordinate thereto. S r ®' frum^tto ditto, witlt d»t 

In submitting the above documents, I am instructed to express^ - 

hope of Government that some Act, to the offect of the dmft acoomff^y- 
fing the advocate-general’s letter of the lOdi Angust last, wiU meef the ' ebn- # 

333. v cilrrence 



' 1 62 CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE. 1!:RApE^ 

curr«nde of .htii li;ordsbip in and be passed into a laia'I^ iHe .Oov^s n 

:6AX 'tnent of India. ■ . f ' 

' With refecence to the proposed draR of a letter to tbe acting resident in 
the Persian Gnl^ £aEw&rde4ri'or the opimon of the adv'ocate*general with my 
oommunicati^,^ the 17dk August last, t am instructed to state, the infor- 
mation df his l^dship Id. Council, tha^ it letter, < Emitting the .tsiso dtst para- 
^aphs, has been tmnsnutted to that ofiicer, a copy ojf which is enclosed. 

In conclusion, l am directed to add that the Right honourable the Governor 
in Council concma. in Ihe opinion expressed by the .advocate^generaJ. of the 
propriety of witbfioldmg the pton|ulmition of any, proclamation until thisGo- 
verament is advishd of the natut^ or the Act which the Supreme Government 
may be pass into a law. 

* i ' d have, &c. f . 

(signed) „ Ipi H. Wiiahen, 

Bombay Castle, 30 October 1 8 37. Cliief Secretary. 


Extract from the Proceedings of Government in the Political Department. 

(No. 1.) 

To J. JP. Willoughhy^ Esq. Secretary to Government, 

Sir, ' ‘ ’* ■ 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th 
' March last, appoiqtitlg us a committee for the purpose of amending the rules 
framed in 1820 for the guidance of Arab boats, and vessels entering or quitting 
the harbour of Bombay, with directions to include such arrangements as may, 
in our'opinion, tend'to a more efficient suppression of the slave trade j and in- 
timating that one of the reasons for associating together the officers composing 
this committee, arises from a hope that efifectual arrangements may be devised, 
by means of existing establishments, without any additional expense being 
entailed upon Government, , 

2. In reply, we hfve ' the honour to aeqaint you, for the information of tlie 
Right honourable the Governor in Council, that, in pursuance of these objects 
our first step was to address a letter to the advocate-general, to ascertain from 
that officer what ihe law is in regard to those foi'eign powers with whom we have 
no treaties for the suppression of the slave trade, as it appeared to us that se- 
vere penalties against, all individuals in any way concerned in this detestable 
traffic, together with high rewards to informers, both beii^ promulgated to the 
utmost, were the only means which promised to put an enectual stop to it. It 
will be seen therefore from his reply, which we have the honour to hand up, iii 
original, that these two preventives are already amply provided by the Act 
' 5 Geo. 4, c.- 1 13, in regard to all foreign as well as British vessels knd subjects 
within the limits of the British territories, since it enacts,, that all persons im- 
^porting, &c. slaves, shall be guilty of^felony, punisliable with transportation, for 
a terra not exceeding years, or imprisonment with hard labour for a term not 
exceeding five nor less than three years ; shall forfeit lOOf. for every slave im- 
ported, a moiety whereof shall go to the informer, and tdl property in the slave 
forfeited, and the vessel and her tackling, &c. and all goods bclpnging to the 
owner also: :^rfei ted ; British subjects, or any^perspns on shores \iuirchtising or 
having sUch slaves in their possession with a criminal intent, for .the purpose 
either of trade, or of their being used or dealt with as slaves, being likewise 
punishable as felons, with transport^on or imprisonment, at the discretion of 
^the court before which the offiender shall h^ tried.- 

3. . All that seems chiefiy Wanted is, to make this highly penal statute suffici- 
ently known * throughout the. British territories on this smI^ of India and in 
Arabia } and we would accordingly repomraend, that the. acQompanying draft of 
a proclamation, embodying its provisions, be translated into Persian, Arabic, 
amt vert^acular languages of this presidency, and pubUsbed from time to time in 
the GoverqmentGlizette; that copies of it be furnished to the nacodahs or com- 
manders of''iall Arab vessels fi-equentihg our ports ; and that the other measures 
described .itt the pVagr^ph of Mr. LeAldssuner’s letter with respect to Regu- 
^ llation , I,, of 1813, lo give it fprther ;puhlioity, and, as is therein stated, t<x 

prevent- 



'^tEASUItES TAKEN FOR ITS ABOtmON* 1 65 

A the subjects of it, incuirro^ its peimtties £hditi l|^<ii:attce No/^^. ' 
of iw enactments, be also resorted to. ' /; : , *# BOiMfrAY.. 

4. Although pkciitg our principal reliance upon rewards to infmmers, as a 
measure of wtectiog violations of the, statute in question, since the whole com* 
munity are, as it were, led to n/atch and report: the proceedings of ofi^ders, 
we would not recommend that the whole of theexist^g mieis in regard to Arab 
vessels entering or quitting the harbour of Bombay be set liide, as is proposed 
in the letter to Govemmerit of the senior magistrate of police, dated the 80th 
November las^ a copy of which he has laid before us, Dat' thiat the 4th and 
5th* Rules only be abrogated, since we aro^ of opinion thaf' the other three 
Rules, in conjunction with those which we have added, will be useful aaxi-> 
liaries, •should they have no other good effect, in making known the state of the 
law to those (and there, may . be some) who, in spite of the measures we have 
■ adverted to for disseminating a knowledge of its penalties, may nevertheless 
visit this port in ignorance of them; and although they would not, course, 
under such circumstances prevent Arab vessels having slaves <m board, tbey^, 
may still h^e a salutary effect in deterring the owners from disposing of them 
by sale within the Honourable, Company’s territories. 

5. A draft of the Rules which Ive propose to substitute for those prepared in 
are herewith transmitted. 

6. Althqugh, also, laying no great stress upon the efficacy, as a check, of 

boarding such vessels on their entering and quitting the harbour, since the 
parties who are implicated in such practices will then, of course, be on their 
guard, and {heir victims restored to silence, — still, as some good may possibly 
arise from it, we would further propose, that they be made liable to sqch 
inspection ; not however as suggested by the' senior magistrate of the police,* in 
the letter we have already noticed, by means pf a bund^ boat to be attached 
to the police department, under the other arrangements therein specified,(since, 
besides the expense of such a boat, it would involve that' of a large floating 
Ciitablishment besides, under the control of the Superintendent Indian navy, to 
give proper effect to it), but by the Customs Department, as we leaM from the 
collector of customs that his floating establishment mus^ when the new custom 
tariff, shortly looked for, is introduced, be strcngthep|^’|$ all events, and will 
then be fully compfetent to undertake this duty. . * 

, We have, 8tc. 

(signed) Charles Malcolm. 

JD. jRx)&s, 

Bombay, 5 May 1837, W. C. Bhtce. 


(No. 20 of 1837.) 

Tb the Superintendent of the Indian Navy. 

Sir, 

I HAVE , the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th 
instant, ^ written as president of a committee appointed by Government t<>. 
inquire into the best means for the prevention of the slave trade at this pre- 
sidency, and requesting my opinion on certain points referred to in yonr letter. 

The law, aS regards fo#eign vessels bringing slaves into a British port in India, 
is the same as is applicable to British vessels importing them, an<| it makes no 
diflerence .iRi%dther the foreign '’l^essels belong to nations with wIioitA, we have 
slave treaii^, or are vessels Under Arab colours, or* sailing und6r''^e of 
independent native chiefs, not bolmd by any slave treaties; all liable to the 
penalties of the Slave Abolition Act ftlie^Sth Geo. 4, c. 118),— a statute so 
universal in its language, as tq tmmprehend all-persons whatsoever, foreigners a^ 
well as our own subjects, tlie jurisdiction over the former attkchiiig, ftoih the 
locality of the offipce', fVbm the crime being committed by them within the local 
limits of the British territories, and within, the local jurisdte^on of the British 
laws, , 

So far back as the year 1789, long lbefore th^ .idmlition of- fiie African slave 
trade by the British Parliament, a Dane, Cfiptain t{ofnbow',^%i[^ tried and con- 
victed by the Supreme Court of Calcutta, for .-kidnapping a ‘nufnb^ of slaves, 
males and females, and tsansporting tlWfta, from' jC^ndernagore, a Freii^ setlte- 
mmit, to the island of Cej^lon, then imdcsf Butch# and tl selljghg 
238 * Y 3 the 
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the slaves l^ing originally intended for the Mauritius^ The iht'iildieiiOtt of^d 
court was objected to on behalf of Captain Hornbow, not only on abedahtof h» 
being a foreigner, but Irom its ** appearing that the slaves had been jpnrchaaed 
at Cnandemagore ; that they were taken Kom thi^ce without stopping at all in. 
Calcutta, but went down on the opposite side, of the river until they came near 
the new fort, whe^ on account of a satill-bank, they were obliged to cross to 
the Calcutta side. ^ was contended, therefore, that the offence,, was not com^ 
mitted anywhere but at Chandernagore, and upon subjects of the French king, 
owing no Hllcgian|c4t to the king of Great Britain, and that there;|^re the court 
had no jurisdiction in the case.’* Sir Robert Chambers, the presiding judge, 
was of opinion “ that Captain Hornbow was subject to the jurisdiction of the 
court (as well by the peculiar ground stated by him, which made him, though a 
foreigner, amenable to the court, as) from the offence being actually com- 
mitted in Calcutta, from the budgerow, in which the natives were confined, 
having come within the limits of th'e jurisdiction of the court,” and he was 
accordingly sentenced to be imprisoned for three nionths, to pay a fine of 500 
rupees, and to give security for his future good behaviour for tlnree years, him- 
self in a bond of 10,000 rupees, and two securities in 5(X) rupees each.— -(East 
India Parliamentary Papers.) 

This was a strong case, as there had been no intention, originally, of import- 
ing the slaves into Calcutta ; but the budgerow, in its transit down tne river, was, 
from necessity, on account of the sand-bank, obliged to enter tlie Calcutta 
limits. 

In ISIS, Sir 1*^® recorder of Bombay at that time, in an 

address to the grand jury, in alluding to the Act which had then just come out, 
by which the slave trade was made punishable as a felony (the 51st Geo. 3, c. 23, 
passed in May 1811), commonly called the Felony Slave Trade Act (which, 
though^ repealed, yet its provisions are re-enacted in the later Act of 5 Geo. 4, 
c. 113, ill stronger and more comprehensive terms), expressed his opinion of the 
application of the Act to foreigners as well as to Ilritish subjects. I have not 
been able to find a report of this address in any other Bombay publication than 
the Bombay Courier jn^wspaper of 17th October 1812; but the address is 
noticed by tiie adyo^l^iilgcnerai of Madras, who was aflci«wards recorder of 
Bombay, Sir Alexiniler^ Anstruther, in an ofiicial correspondence with the 
Madras government, his attention having been called to it as published in the 
Government Gazette there. lie remarked, he had not ascertained its authen- 
ticity, that being immaterial to the present object, and proceeded to observe, 
“ There seems to me to be no doubt of the correctness of the observation con- 
tained in the above publication, that under the strict interpretation of. the 
statute of 1811 (the Slave Trade Felony Act), the commander of an Arab or 
other foreign Asiatic vessel, oai*rying slaves for sale, or eyen only navigated 
partly by the slaves of the owner or commander, and entering any British port 
in India, becomes liable to tlie penalties of felony.” — (Letter dated 17th Novem- 
ber 1812.) 

, His Majesty’s Attorney and Solicitor-general in England, upon their opinions 
being required, whether the Felony Slave Trade Act was to be considered appli- 
cable to Java and its'^dependencies, which, at the time of the passing of it (May 
1811) were not actually in the possession of the British authority, those Crown 
officers, referring to the Act by which, they ol^erved, that the carrying on the 
slave trade was prohibited, under severe penalties, by any person residing or living 
within any of the islands, colonies, dominions, &c. now or hereafter belonging 
to the United Kingdom, or being in his Majesty’s occupation or possession, or 
under the government of the East India Company, the Act to be in force in 
the East India seas, &c. the 1st January 1812, went on to remark, ** That 
under these words so much of the island of Java as was in the occupation or 
possession of his Majesty would be . comprehended, and the Have trade therein 
prohibited, unless there was anything in the terms of the capitulation to produce 
a different result; such parts, however, oi^the island and its vi^ities the waters 
and seas, adjoining which were not in his Majesty’s occupation or posseasion, 
and which did not belong to his Majesty or the East India Company, but to inde- 
fiendent princes, were not affected" by this or any other Act of the British Par- 
liament, nor could their trade hf , restrained thereby, unless it was carried on in 
•jBritish vessels or by British subjects, or jpersons resident or living in a British 
^ . settlement.” 
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of Sir T. Plumer, Attoraey-general, and Sir WUUaoi 
Gar|?^) Solicitor-ganeral, to Lord Bathurst> Sd March 1813 : Bast India Par- 
liamentary Paper.) 

In . the Supreme Court of Bombay, at the sessions July , 1805, a native of 
Scinde, who had merely come to Bombay for a few days, was tried and con- 
victed for baying caused some childreit to be exported as slaycs from Bombay, 
and was sentenced to the house of correction for three years »>r the offence. 

These authorities are sufficient to show the jurisdiction of bur slave laws over 
foreigners carrying on the trade within our ports and lerritpri^. 

With regard to the carrying on the trade without the limit^cff our ports and 
territories, the doing so on the high seas is an offence which, by the 5 Geo. 4, 

* is made piracy (thus being classed amongst the offences against the law of 
nations), though long befors^the year 1824, when this Act was passed, the prac- 
tice had been declared, in the British Parliament, (in 1807), contrary to huma- 
nity and universal justice ; but tliough made piracy, still tlic jurisdiction of our 
law over this offence, this particular kind of piracy, is not, as regards the offender, 
as extensive as in the ordinary cases of piracy, of depredations by sea-rovers, the * 
universal enemies of the whole world, “ hostea humani generis,** exciting uni- 
versal" terror, wliose hand is against'" every man and every man’s hand therefore 
against them, and whom the strong arm of the law of every country has a right 
to punish ; but to render a foreigner (as distinct from a British subject) liable 
to British jurisdiction as a slave pirate, (under statute 10 of 5 Geo. 4,) he must 
Imj a person Icither “ residing, or being withiu any of the dominions, forts,, settle- 
ments, factories or territories, now or hereafter belonging to his Majesty, or 
being in his Majesty’s occupation or possessions, or under '^6; government of 
the East India Company.’’ v> ' 

Foreign vessels carrying on the slave trade without entering our ports, and 
without the limits of our dominions, vessels of foreign independent states 
which allow their subjects to carry on the trade, are not amenable to ouV law* 
for so doing. 

The Diana, a Swedish vessel, bound with a cargo of slaves from the 
coast of Africa to St. Bartholomew, a Swedish island, was seized by bis 
Majesty’s ship Crocodile, Captain Columbine, and by th^B^ Yice- Admiralty Court 
at Sierra Leone \/as condemned, but the sen ten appeal was reversed*' 

Sweden at the time of the capture (1810) not having abolished the slave trade ; 
Sir William Scott, in reversing it, observing “that oiir'own country claimed no 
right of enforcing the prohibition of the slave trade against the subjects of tiiose 
states which had not adopted the same opinion with respect to the injustice and 
humanity of it.’* — (Dodson’s Admiralty Reports.) 

In the case of the Amedie, however, an American vessel, "which was condemned 
by the Vice- Admiralty Court of Tortola, for carrying slaves from the coast of 
Africa to a Spanish:;eolony, the condemnation, on appeal, was affirmed, America 
at the time having prohibited its own .subjects from engaging in the traffic. 
♦Sir William Grant, in delivering the judgment of the Supreme Court, observed, 
'I'hat our Legislature has pronounced the slave trade to be contrary to the 
principles of justice and humanity ; and we can now assert that this trade can-^ 
not, abstractedly speaking, have a legitimate existence. WJicn I say abstractedly 
speaking, 1 mean that this country has no right to control any foreign legis- 
lature that may think fit to dissent from this doctrine, and to permit to its own 
subjects the prosecution of this ^rade ; but we have now a right to affirm that, 
prirndjade, the trade is illegal, and thus to throw on claimants the burthen of 
proof that, in respect of them, by the authority of their own laws, it is other- 
wise. As the case now stands. We think we arc entitled to say, that a claimant 
can have no right, upon principles of universal law, to claim the restitution in a 
prize court of human bein^^ carried as his slaves. He must show some rights 
that have been violated by the capture, some property of which he has been dis- 
possessed, and to which he ought to be restored. In this case, the laws of the 
claunant’s country allow of no right of property such as he claims ; there can, 
therefore^ be am right to restitution.. The consequence is, that the judgment 
must be affirmed.” — (Actor’s Report, cited also 1 Dods.) 

This case of the Amedie 1)03 been the leading authority'for, subsequent deci- 
sions, and Sir William Scott, in noticing it in the above case of the Swedish 
vessel Diana, made the following remarks : “ The principle laid down by tba 
Supreme Court in the case of the Am^dic was, that where the municipat lawa, 
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Whd, thbugh they consider the trade to be generally coairary to the principles 
of justice and humanity, where not tolerated by the lat^s! of the'' eountryi they 
will respect the property of persons engej|;ed in it under the sanctioi^pf the laws 
pf thbir own country. The Lords of Appeal did not tnean tosejf themselves up 
as legislators for the whole world, or presume in any measure to interfere with 
the commercial regulation^ df other states, or to lay down jgep^ial principles 
that were to overthrow their le^8l4tive proviaiotp with jespect td jthe coriduct 
of their own subjects. It is highly that the jud^e of the court below should 
l)e corrected in the view which fie" has taken of this matter; since the doctrine " 
laid down by him in this sentence (that the slave livade, from motives of hutna> 
nity, hath been abolished by most civilized nations, and is not at tlje present 
time legally authorized by anjj), is inconsistent with the peace of this cduntry 
and the rights of other states.” — (See also jhe cases of the Fortuha and 
Donna Maria, decided by Sir William Scott : Dodson’s Admiralty Reports, on 
the Authority of the Am^die.) ■ * 

In the above-mentioned case of the ©ianai the endorsement upon- the 
pass, signed by the Sweilish governor (of St. Bartholomew), that the vessel Mras 
bound to the coast of Guinea for slaves,” was held by Sir William Scott to 
be sufheient proof that Sweden permitted thte trade. It was not nwCssary, 
he said, that there should be an immediate Act of the Swedish 'j^overnment 
itself on* board, declaring wliat the precise state of the law may be. 

There is one%iore c^se I would refer to, as it was determined, not by a prize 
court under the law of^tions, but before our own municipal jurisdictions, and 
so late as 1820, in which the principles in the above cases were recognized. It 
was the case of Madfago u. Willis, which was an action brought by the plain- 
tiff; W Spartisli merchant, against the defendant. Captain Willis, of the Royal 
Navy, to recover damages for his having seized a Spanish brig, the property of 
the plaintiff, bound from the coast of Africa to the Ilavannah, in the island of 
Cuba, with a cargo: of SOO slaves on board, and for which the jury gave him 
Si, 180 4 damages,..b|||t^ 3,0004 for the deterioration of the ship’s stores and 
goods, and 18,120/. for the supposed • profit of the cargo of slaves. It was at 
tirst thought at the trial that the plaintiff could not recover the value of the 
slaves in an English court of justice, but upon the question being brought into 
the King’s Bench, the four judges held that he could, Spain not having pro- 
hibited her subjects from carrying on the slave trade. Sir William D. Best, in 
•delivering his judgnii^t said, ‘‘The declaration of the British Legislature, that 
the slave trade is contrary to justice and humanity, cannot affect the subjects of 
other countries, or prevent them from carrying on this trade out of the liraiis of 
the British dominions.” — (Burnewall and Alderson, ^58.) 

AVith reference to those paragraphs ol‘ your letter requiring to know the 
punishment for the particular acts of slave dealing specified in your letter, as the 
provisions of the Act in regard to them, and for every kind and species of slave 
dealing, are so severe, and in tlie highest degree penal, I beg to refer you to the 
Act Hself (the .5 Geo. 4, c. 113), and will here only generally state, that the 
Act declares all persons importing, &c. slaves, shall be guilty of felony, punish- 
able with transportation fqr a term not exceeding 14 yeara, or imprisomnent, 
with hard labour, for a term not exceeding five nor less than three years, 
(sec. lO), shall forfeit lOO/. for every slave imported, a moiety whereof shall go 
to the inlbrmer, and all property in the slave forfeited (sec. 3), and the vessel 
and her tackling, &c. aiid all goods on, hoard belonging to the owner also for- 
feited. British subjects, or any persons on shore, purchasing or having such' 
sla\'cs in their . possession, with, ttpriminal intent, for the purpo.se either of trade 
or of their beipg used or dealt with as slaves, are punishable as felons under the 
10th section of the Ac^ with transportation or imprisonment, at the discretion 
of the court before which the oflfendcr shall be trieq; . . ^ .. ^ 

The same law, with its penalties, extends to the VVest Indie^Wherennow, it is 
well known, not only the tralfic has ceased, but under the 20-million grant, 

(3 &. 4 W. 4, c. 73), slavery no longer jn any shape exists, nor in any part of the 
British dominions, except in India, where it is recognized and sanctioned by law, 
but which, by the late Charter Act, section 88, is to be extinguished as socsi as „ 
•f>racticable and safe. 

Slavery 
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^ , ,, iilie JHobtie orCommons tp be printed* coi^tatiribj^ all the "* 

'C^hsi}bh<ii^ theCpurt of 0irec|ors and.tiie Indian <gove]ia«^ts 

oh the state of ei^very in India* with all Orders and Regulations that had been 
niade in xf^ard Ihereto from 1772 up to May 1827 ; a volume which, if the 
corond^be^ave. not referred to in their present inquiries, 1 would beg to draw 
their attentkm *to, as afibrding information of tho measures which have, from 
time to timf,:|^n taken by the Supreme Government of India tfef the suppres* 
sipn of the llave trade througliout India and the Indian seas. . 

• In 1811, the Slipremh Government passed a, Regulation, intituled, f‘ A Regula- 
tion for preventing the Importation of Slaves from Foreign Countries, and the Sale 
of sHch Slaves in the Territojges immediately dependent on the Presidency of Fort 
William/,^; 1 notice this Regulation, as it was directed to be made, and was made* 
the mode! of the Bombay Regulation 1. of 1818, intituled, A Regulation for the 
preventing the Importation of Slaves from Formgn Countries, and the Sale of 
such Slaves in Urn Territories immediately dependent on the Presidency of 
Bombay j” didering from the Bengal one in a very slight degree ; and which 
were passed with a view principany of preventing the importation of slaves 
by land into the Company*s territories, the Act of the 51 Geo. 3 being gene- 
rally supposed to be confined to thedmportation by sea. 

The volume I have referred to will likewise show the measures adopted by 
the Supreme Government, consequent on the passing, of the Felony Slave Act, 
for carrying its provisions into effect, aiid the publicity that was given to it, to 
prevent those vidio were the objects of it incurring its penalties from igno- 
rance of its enactments, copies being distributed, not^nly to magistrates and 
all the British authorities under the Compftny’s government, but furnished 
likewise to political agents and residents, for the information of foreign states, 
and copies or extracts of the Act, with translation in the Arabic and I’^rsian 
languages, forwarded. to s^H the Arab merchants and other persons connected 
with Arab shipping, informing them, at the same time, that the magistrates 
would use their utmost %'igilance in detecting and bringing to public justice all 
offenders against the statute, and desiring them to take. bv.ery opportunity of 
making known to their coi’respondents in the lied Sei^ Persian Gulf, &c. the 
purport of such communication. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Messurier, 

Bombay, 29 April 1837. Advocate-general. 


RfiGUi^ATiON to bp observed by all Arab Boats and Vessels arriving at or 
depihrting from Bombay^ who do not take Pilots. 

1. lMBii2niAT£LY after the arrival of any such vessels, the noquedahor chief 
person on board is to proceed to the oflice of the inspector of the port, and 
there give a true account of the port be belongs to, of all persons on board, and 
of the armament of his vessel, which is to be noted down in that officer’s book, 
and signed by the noquedah or chief attending. 

2. A transcript of the account so given is to be made out in the inspector of 
the port’s office, which is also to be signed by the noquedah or chief, counter- 
signed by the inspector of the port, who is to send the noquedah with the 
transcript to the. senior magistrate of police, and that officer is then to cause the 
noquedah to attest the same upon bath, and keep it in his possession, strictly 
enjoining tho noquedah not to discharge from liis vessel; or receive on board, 
any -person, whatever, wilhcniit' the senior magistrate’s ^i^icular permission, and 
apprising him at the shme time,^ friat nobe of the people belonging to the vessel 
(except nimself and his servants) can be on shore after sunset each day, with- 
out ’subjecting themselves tQ!!;im|)risonraent and other punishnient. 

3. Twb days previous to the veisel’s departure, the noquedah or chief is to 

proceed to the police office, where he is to state bpon oatk every casualty that 
has occurred during the vessel’s stay in port. i 

4. Every sucli At-ab boat and vessel shall, on eiitenng or quitting the horbotfr 
of Bom|^ay, or any port subordinate thereto, be liable to be boarded byjthe tmat 
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Qi^;{hiiB'|)o'rt,'an!^'i'f aiay -sieves .be 

v^sels seized> in order that the .hebfMsary, ^f^ucfs^ n^ey 
offenders being prosecuted accomingj^.la^iv. • ‘ ^ i.,. i- 

.. 5^ Jp6pies .of the annexed prc^laniatioDf trai^Iated into 
and dither nidive languages, sbair.be kept at.the ofl^dtis of fltc'^^nidilll^ niagi^^^ 
pf police, and of the inspector of the port j and if a.t . 4 . subordinate ppi^^ the 
dusditn-house and every nacodah or commander ,of the afor^aid yessels, bn 
coming therefor the purpose i^ecibed in Rule S of fbp eki|Mdpg BegulatibnSf 
l^all be furnished with one. ‘ ' . ' > ' ^ t 


PnOCr- AMATIOV. ^ 1 * '* 

' f I ' " j ' ' * 

With a view to the more effectual suppression of slavery, which there is 
reason to believe is carried ou to a considerable extent by Arab boats add. yessels 
frequenting the port of Bombay, and the several ports subordinate to this presi- 
dency, it is hereby notified for general information, and that no person may 
incur its severe penalties through ignorance, that by the Act 5 Geo. 4, 
C..I 13 , all persons, whether foreigners or British subjects, importing slaves from 
foreign countries into any British port, or disposing of such slaves by the sale 
within the Britisli territories, arc punishable as felons, with transportation, for 
a term not exceeding 14 years, or imprisonment with hard labour for a 
term not exceeding five nor less than three years, and shall besides forfeit 100/. 
for every slave iihported, a moiety whereof shall go to the informers; and shall 
further forfeit all property in the slave, and of the vessel and her tackling. 
British subjects, or any^-persons on shore, purchasing or having such slaves in 
their possession with a criminal intent, or for the purpose cither of iCrade or of 
their being used or dealt with as slaves, arc moreover also punishable as felons, 
with transportation or imprisonment, at the discretion of the court before 
which the offender shall be tried. 

- , (signed) C. Malcolm. 

D. Itoss. 

- . W. a Bruce. 


(No. 1139 of 1837.) 

To the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, the Collector of Customs, and the 

Master Attendant. 


Gentlemen,' ' ,, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council, to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 5th ult., reporting the result of your 
deliberations for amending the rules framed in 1820, for the guidance of Arab 
boats and vessels entering or quitting the harbour of Bombay, and submitting a 
report from the advocate-general, together with certain rules and copy of a 
proposed proclamation connected with the subject. 

2. In reply, the Governor in Council instructs me to observe, with refer- 
ence to the 2d clause of the proposed rules, that he doubts whether the abso- 
lute! prohibition to the naqoodah and his men, to come or be ashore after sunset, 
without subjecting themselves to punishment, be not too .severe ; and to request 
tliat you will state whether it is the usual habit of the people of Arab vessels to 
sleep" on board, and whether they might not be allowed to be on shore after 
runset, by special license. .. . 

I have, &c. 

. ^ (signed) W. H. Watlum, 

Bombay Castle, J^jtine Chief Secretary. 


(No. 1140.) 

To the Advoaate-general. 

Sir, 

Wirii reference to your letter of the 29th 4.pril last,- to fhe committee 
appointed for the purpose of amending the 'rule# framed in, 1820, for the* 
ghfdance of Arab boats and vessels, entering ,of quitting the .harlKiur of Bom- ^ 

• < i ‘ bay ■ 



AND MEASURES TAKEN fOR ITS ABOLITION. t6g 

bay^ I direcjt^ Jby the Ri^ht fionourable the Governor in Council to trans> 
n 3 rit «6 you copy of a letter from the above committee, dated the iSth ultimo, 
tog^thes With the rules and proclamation therein alluded to. 

2. In submitting the above documents, 'the Governor in Council requests to 
be favoured with your opinion, as to whether the absolute prohibition to the 
naqoodab and his men to come or be ashore after sunset, without subjecting 
themselves to punishment, as stated in the 52d clause of the rules submitted by 
the committee, can be legally enforced. 

3, As the extent of the power to enforce these rules should be well ascciv 
tained, the Governor in Coubcil requests that you will be pleased to settle the 
regulations generally. 

4(. With respect to the, proclamation submitted by the committee, the 
•Governor in Council is of opinion, that in one respect it is better than that 

} )roposed by Government and approved of in your letter of the 4th of April 
ast, namely, that it provides the penalty of 100 /. for each slave imported, and 
that a moiety thereof should go to the informer. 

5. Before adopting the committee’s proclamation, liowever, the Governor in 
Council is desirous of being favoured with your opinion as to how Government 
will be authorized to deal with persons importing slaves into ports out of the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) If. Wathe7i, 

Bombay Castle, 7 June 18.37- Chief Secretary. 


To W. H. TVfithen, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7 th 
instant, and with reference to the question submitted in the 2 d paragraph, as 
to whether the absolute prohibition to the naqoodahs of Arab boats and vessels 
and their men to come or be ashore after sunset, without subjecting them- 
selves to punishment, be not too severe &c., we have the honour to state, for the 
informatioi) of the Right honourable the Governor in Council, that the prohi- 
bition in question having been siifiercd to remain as a part of tJie rules handed 
up with our letter of the 8 th ultimo, wa.s an oversight, as we arc unanimously 
of opinion that it is uselessly severe, and has always, we believe,' been a dead 
letter, and that, even if desirable, its enforcement would be impracticable.' 
We arc of opinion, in short, that no special regulation is necessary in regard to 
these people coming oti shore between sunset and sunrise ; we woidd accord- 
ingly recommend that clause 2 d of these rules should end with tlie words, “ the 
senior magistrate’s particular permission,” all that follows being omitted. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) C. Malcolm. 

W. a Bruce. 

Bombay, 13 June 1837- D. Ross. 


(No. 1196 of 1837.) 

To the Advocate-general. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Gayev^ik in Council to request 
that you will have the goodness to favour Government, alf'your earliest conve* 
iiience, with your opinion on the several points submitted in my letter of' the 
7th inst. No. 1140, relative to the prevention of the s^ve trade, carried ott/at 
this presidency. • 

I have, &et: 

(signed) fV. H. Watheut 

Chief Secretaiy. 

Bombay Castle, 20 June 1837- v ■ 
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(No. 28 of 18370 

To the Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour of replying to your letter of the 7th inst., which I have 
been prevented doing earlier by the business of the late term, which was got 
through only late yesterday. 

2. With reference to the second para, of your letter, I think the prohibition 
contained in the latter clause of the second rule submitted by the committee, 
cannot be legally enforced. The prohibition is*’ not an amendment of the 
committee’s, but a part of the original regulation of 1820, as I perceive on 
inspection of the Regulation itself, which, however, I understand has never been 
acted upon, owing perhaps to an opinion that may have formerly been enter-' 
tained or given of its illegaitty. 

3. The proposed Regulation of the committee, in the room of the 4th 
Regulation of 1820, cannot, I think, be legally substituted for it; but under the 
.^ith George 4, chapter li;j, section 4.3, authorising any officer bearing His 
Majesty’s commission in Ilis Majesty’s navy or army to make seizure of slave 
vessels, Admiral Sir Charles Malcolm (not as Superintendent of the Indian 
navy), but as an officer bearing His Majesty’s commission in the navy, would, 

I think, be justified in making such seizures ; but in making tins observation 
I caniu)t say that my mind is free from doubt on the point, for, general as the 
words of the Act are, it would appear from the wording of the 43d section, 
that seizures in the territories under the East India Company were not in the 
contemplation of the Legislature, but only those made in His Majesty’s colonies ; 
and as this is a penal statute (highly so), and conseipiently must be construed 
strictly, 1 have thought it uecessary to state the doubt 1 entertain, that the 
Governor in Council, in the event of his having himself .my doul>t on the 
subject, might perhaps deem it necessary to apply to the Supreme Government 
for an Act on the point, and if so, I would suggest that the Indian Act should 
follow, in this respect, the English Act of 5 Geo. 4, as nearly as possible. 

4. With respect to the proclamation submitted by the committee, I think 
the one proimsod by Government, ami approved of by me, preferable, and would 
recommend, therefore, that the latter be adopted, with an additional clause, 
however, for rewards to informers. As to the reward of a moiety of the 
penalty held out by 5tb George 4, of 100 L for each slave, that reward, I vvouhl 
observe, cannot be realized to the informer without his suing and prosecuting 
for the same j and supposing him to succeed in obtaining a judgment for the 
penalty, the party so condemned to pay it might perhaps be an insolvent person, 
and the informer would thus be disappointed of hi.s reward. The expense, too, of 
litigation, to recover the moiety of the penalty, might deter tliat class of persoris, 
to which informers generally belong, frofu coming forward and informing ; and, 
as rewards to inlbrmers are the principal means to be relied on, as the com- 
mittee .says for detecting violations of the statute, I beg to suggest, for the 
consideration of Govcriunent, the propriety and expediency of the proclamation 
(besides the reward held out by the Act) containing also an offer of a reward 
by Government of rupees 50 (or jiny other sum), for every slave discovered to 
have been imported in violation of the Act ; and as all lines and forfeitures to 
the Crown are granted and belong to the Company, the reward might come 
out of such fines. If this suggestion shoidd meet with the approbation of 
Government, I shall be happy to add the necessary clause to the proclamation. 

.5. Resides copies of it being published, as proposed by the second regulation 
of the coramitt«x‘, I would advise the regulation being extended to include 
extracts from those parts of the Act (5 Geo. 4), more peculiarly applicable to 
the nacoodahs and commanders of the Arab vessels who, on being furnished * 
with copies of the proclamation, might also be informed of the subst.ance and 
purport of the Act, and the severe penalties attached to a violation of it. 

C. With reference to the last paragraph of your letter, I beg to observe, that 
all persons importing slaves into ports out of the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court, must be dealt with in the same manner as those importing them within 
such jurisdiction, both agreeable to the enactments of the 5th Geo. 4, and by 
which the local couiis must be guided as well as the Supreme Court. The 
.Hegulalions of the Rombay Code do not provide, as far as 1 see, for the seizure 
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uf i«lavc vessels at subordinate ports ; and seem to contemplate the import and 
expert of slaves by land only, and not by sea ; but, in furtherance of the 
design of suppressing the slave trade entirely, and everywhere within the Com- 
pany’s jurisdictions, it would be most advisable certainly, were the powers of 
seizing slaves and vessels for a breach of the slave abolition laws more clearly 
defined. 

, I have, &c. 

(signed) A. S. Le Messurier, 

Bombay, 27 June 1837' Advocate-general. 


(No. 1452 of 1837.) 

To the Advocate-general. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 27th inst., stating your sentiments 
upon the rules and proclamation submitted by the committee appointed to 
amend the regulations framed in 1820, for the guidance of Arab vessels and 
boats entering or quitting the harbour of Bombay, and, in reply, to communi- 
cate to you the following observations, and wishes of Government on the 
subject. 

2. With reference to the 2d para. I am in.striicled to inform you, that from a 
letter from the committee dated the ISth June last, it appears that the intro- 
duction of the clau.se prohibiting naqoodahs and their men from coming oi 
remaining- on shore after sunset, w'as entirely an oversight on their part, and the 
Governor in (Joimcil is of opinion that the same should be expunged, and that 
clause the 2d sliould accordingly end with the words “ the senior magistrate’s 
parti c u 1 ar permission . ” 

3. Government are inclined to greatly doubt if they would be authorized in 
putting in motion the powers which Admiral Sir Charles Malcolm may, as a 
King’s officer, possess, of seizing any ve.s.sel or vessels found with slaves on 
board ; a special enactment will, therefore, be applied for from the Siipreint 
Government, as reconunended by you. 

4. The Governor in Council approves of the suggestion contained in the 
latter j)art of your 4th para, relative to the expediency of the jiroclamation, in 
addition to the reward held out by the Act, containing the promise ol‘ a further 
reward from Government for every slave discovered to have been imported in 
violation thereof, and requests that yon will be pleased to add a clause to that 
cfiect to the proclaniatiou submitted for your opinion the 31st March last. 

6 . With regard to the remarks in your 5t.h para. I am desirt*<l to request 
that you will have the goodness to add to the regulations proposed by the 
committee such extracts of the Act 5 Geo. 4, a.s you may deem expedient, 
prolixity, however, being as mucli as possible avoided, a jkumI Govcrnnieiu 
consider highly important. I he Governor iii Council cjuite a])proves of your 
.suggestion ofthe naqoodahs and commaiider.s of Arab vessels being distint-lly 
appiised, on their being furuislied with copies of the proclamation, of the sub- 
stance and purport of the Act, and the .severe pcnultu's incurred bj- its 
violation. 

G. Adverting to the last para, of your letter, stating your opinion as to the 
course which should be observed towards persons importing slav es into ports 
out of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Bombay, I am directed to 
request that you will favour Government, as early as may be conveiiienth 
practicable, W'ith a concise draft of the regulations you would recommeiid, in 
order that the same may Oe submitted for the sentiments of the Right honour- 
ble the Governor -general of India in Council. 

7. As connected with this subject, I am directed to transmit to you the 
accompanying draft of a letter to the acting resident in the Persian Gulf 
(which embraces some points of law), and to request the favour of your making 
any alteration which may' in your opinion be deemed necessary'. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) fr. H. Wathcn, 

Bombay Castle, August 1837. Chief Secretary. 
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To the Acting Resident in the Persian Golf. i 
Sir, 

1. It having been brought to the notice of Government that a practice of 

dealing in slaves is carried on by certain Arab merchants trading from Mocha 
to Bombay, 1 am directed by the Ri^ht honourable the Governor in Council 
to transmit to you, for the purpose of being widely circulated in the Persian 
Gulf, 50 copies of a proclamation in the English, Persian, and Arabic languages, 
denouncing this traffic in human beings as illegal, and punishable under se\tere 
penalties. ’ 

2. The Governor in Council requests that you will take the earliest and most 
efficacious means of making known to the merchants and authorities connected 
with the port at which you reside, both the nature of these penalties, and the 
firm intention of the British Government to use its most strenuous endeavours 
in discovering where they may be incurred, and to enforce them on such 
discovery with unsparing rigour. 

3. I am directed on this occasion to transmit to you copy of the treaty con- 
cluded by Captain Moresby, of his Majesty's ship Mcnai, with his Highness 
the Imaum of Muscat, on the 29th August 1822, prohibiting within certain 
limits the slave trade. 

4. In forwarding this document, the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council instructs me to request that you will endeavour to prevail on his 
Highness to extend the above treaty so as to include in its provisions the pro- 
vinces of Cutch and Kattywar. At present, vessels engaged in the slave 
trade are only liable to seizure, if found “ to the eastward of a line drawn 
from Cape Delgado, passing east of Socoti’a, and on the Diu Head, the 
western point of the Gulf of Cambay." 

5. The Governor in Council does not, however, think this sufficient. It 
might, he is of opinion, be very difficult for the British power to assume gene- 
rally the right of detaining and searching on the high seas vessels which there 
is reason to suspect of being engaged in the slave trade ; but there can be no 
objection, he conceives, to the exercise of this right over the vessels of foreign 
powers, where it is conceded by treaty. You are therefore requested to 
endeavour to obtain from the Imaum the right of seai'ching any vessels fitted out 
from his ports, and open to the suspicion above mentioned. 

G. Government are also desirous that the same privilege should be obtained 
from other Arabian potentates to whom we have access, and accordingly 
desires me to instruct you to take every opportunity for that purpose. 

7. The Governor in Council is not inclined to coniine you to any particular 
instructions for the attainment of the object in view, but is rather disposed to 
leave the supplying of the requisite details to your own good sense and 
activity. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. f'Pathen, 

' Bombay Castle, August 1837. Chief Sc,cretary to Government. 


(No. 36 of 1837.) 

No. 8. To the Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the 4ionour of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 7th 
instant, communicating the sentiments of Government on the rules and pro- 
clamations relating to the trade in slaves carried on in Arab boats and vessels 
therein alluded to, and also the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
regarding the three African children taken out of the “ Francis Warden" and 

Futtch Kurreem," at Juddah, by Commander Rogers, of the Honourable 
Company's brig of w'ar ” Euphrates.” 

The tw'o letters relating to the same subject, 1 will answer them together. 

• With 
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With reference to the 3d para, of the letter of the first date, I have here- 
with '(forwarded for the approval of Government the draft of an Act to empower 
other persons than those mentioned in the 3th Geo. 4>, c. 113, s. 43, to make 
seizures of vessels for a breach of the slave laws. 

The draft proposes to give this power to the commander of the vessels of 
the Indian navy, which, if they possessed, would do more, I tliink, to put 
an end to the traffic than any measures that have yet hitherto been adopted for 
the purpose. All vessels sailing under the British flag, though armed and 
navigated by foreigners, and which now are liable to seizure as being clothed 
with the British character, enjoying the privileges and benefit of British pro- 
tection, and consequently subject to the inconveniences and penalties attaching 
to a bfeach of the British laws, would then under the proposed enactment 
,be ‘within the reach and power of the Company’s vessels ; and with the con- 
joint efforts of the Imaum of Muscat and of the other chief in the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf co-operating in the measure, the ports and shores of those coun- 
tries would in a very short time, I should think, be cleared of all its slaves. 

With this power Captain Rogers might have seized the “Francis Warden” 
and “ Futteh Kurreem” for piratically carrying slaves on the high seas, and have 
brought them to Bombay, and had them condemned in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court. 

From the omission in the Act, as the law now stands, if ah Arab vessel were 
to come into Bombay harbour with a cargo of slaves for sale, the magistrate, it 
is true, might arrest the individuals on board for the crime of slave dealing, 
with a view to their ultimate prosecution and punishment ; hut (unless there 
was a King’s vessel here) there would be no authority in the place to seize and 
prosecute the vessel for the purpose of condemning her and her slaves. 

The Draft Act proposes to supply the defects of the Act, and, besides the 
commanders of the Company’s vessels, to invest every officer of customs in the 
service of the East India Company, and every person wlio may be deputed by 
Government, witli the power of making seizures, which w’ill therefore enable 
seizures to be made at all subordinate ports and places, which now cannot be 
done by any local authority there. 

Agreeably to the 4th para, of yonr letter of the 7tl>» I have altered the 
proclamation, and I have likewise inserted a clause (subject t») the approval of 
Ciovernment) to notify the seizures and condemnation tliat would take place 
of all vessels found engaged in the trade, a notification calculated to alarm the 
slave merchants (from the prospect of a certain and immediate loss of property) 
more than the terrors of a •listant prosecution and punishment of their persons, 
which in practice would be found could reach only to a very few. 

With reference to the para, of your letter of the 7 th, it appears to me that 
until the proposed Act is passed by the Suj)rcme Government, the promulgation 
of any port regulations to be useful will bo premature. They, as well as the pro- 
clamation, as far as regards the announcement of seizures, would he nugatory, 
and mere empty sounds and threats ; I would therefore propose that the framing 
of any regulations should be delayed till after the passing of the Act, when a 
complete set may then be drawn up. 

With respect to the 6 th ])ara. of your letter of the 7 th, being of opinion, as 
already expressed in my last letter on this subject, that the local courts must 
be guided by the Act of Parliament in all cases of importation and exportation 
of slaves to and from the subordinate ports out of the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court, any regulations for their further guidance seem to me to be 
unnecessary. For slavery in the intcrio* within the zillahs tlie regulations 
provide ; but for tlie importation of slaves by sea into their })orts, the local 
• courts must adopt the provisions and regulations of the Act of Parliament, and 
punish according thereto. They cannot try the oft’enecs under'the lOth sec- 
tion of the .'ith Geo. 4, c. 113 (slave piracies), for want of an Admiralty juris- 
diction, nor do I think they need ever try any case ; for as there never can 
be an importation of slaves by sea into’ the subordinate ports without involving 
in it also the previous carrying of slaves on the high seas, no case could occur, 
as far as it strikes me, which the local courts could take cognizance of, which 
could not be tried in Bombay in the Supreme Court, under the Admii'alty 
jurisdiction, for the higher otf'ence of slave piracy ; so that in practi'ce the ^ 

238 . z 3 jurisdiclion 


No. 7 . 
B OM B A 



174 


CORRESpONDESCfi ON THE SLAVE TRADE, 

No. 7 . jurisdiction of the local courts might not be found necessar^’^ to be called into 
tf 0 1M B A Y. exercise, the minor offence, too, merging In the higher. / 

~ , f. ■ . The power of seizing vessels and slaves at subordinate ports the local autho* 

rities do not possess, as already intimated ; but the power, if given, as pro- 
posed by the Act, will be the only really effectual method of suppressing the 
traffic, and that without the power all other attempts, I conceive, will be vain. 
Regulations and proclamations can only notify and make publig the penalties 
incidental to it, and prosecutions reach and alarm only a few ; but the seizing 
the property itself embarked in it will be cutting up the trade entirely. 

With the.se observations I would recommend that the letter to the adtfress 
of the resident in the Persian Gulf, which has been sent for my perusal and 
alteration, if necessary, should not be forwarded till it is seen whether the 
proposed Act will be passed by the Supreme Government ; when, in the evUjnt 
of its being passed, the letter (should it then be deemed requisite) may be sent 
to me for revision. 

Adverting to your letter of the 9th date, requesting my opinion as to the 
course to be pursued with regard to the three African children brought from 
Juddah, had the vessels out of which these children were taken been .seized 
under lawful authority, the course, conformably to the Act of Parliament, would 
in sjich case have been the condemnation of the vessels and three slav'e 
children as fbrfeiUire.s of the Crown, their jmlistment either on the military 
or sea service, or their being bound out us apprentices. But the only course 
now, I think, is for Goveriunent to cm[)loy them in such ways as shall be 
thought most beneficial for the children, without they arc returned to their 
country. Being now^ on British ground, they are free. 1 am not informe<l of 
their ages, but if old enough, their consent will be neces-sary to any service in 
which it may be proposed to employ tlscm. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. S. he Alessurkr, 

Bomba}', IG August 1837. Advocate-genc}‘al. 


.Draft of a Pi{oi'o.sin.> Act, referred to in the preceding I..ctter. 

Bk it enacted, that all ship.s, vessels, boats, slaves, or persons treated, dealt 
with, carried, kepi, or detained as slaves, and all gootls and elfects that may 
become I'orfeited under the Act of 5 Geo. 4, c. 1 1.3, intituleit, “An Act to amend 
and consolidate the Laws relating to the abolitioji of the Slave Trade,” shall and 
may, within the limits of the East India Company’s charter, be seized by any 
officer of customs in the service of the said Company, or by tlie commanders or 
officers of any of the ships or vessels belonging to the said Company’s Indian 
navy ; and moreover it shall and may be lawful for all governors of any of the 
territories, scttleiuents, forts, or factories in the East indies, heionging to, or 
under the government of the said (company, and lor all persons deputed and 
authorized by any such governor, to seize and prosecute all ships, vessels, boats, 
slaves, or persons treated, dealt with, carried, kept, or detained as slaves, and all 
goods aiul effects whatsoever that shall or may become forleilcd for any offence 
under the said Act. 

And he it furtlier enacted, that all persons authorized to make seizures under 
this Ac’t shall, in making and pro.secuting such seizures, have the like benefit 
and j)roteet.ion as are giv’en by the .said 5 Geo. 4 to all persons authorized to 
make seizures under that Act. 


Pkoclamation. 

• 

Tuf Governor in Council of Bombay having reason to believe that the traffic 
in sla^ es is carried on to a considerable extent by persons in Arab boats and 
vessels from the ports in the. lied Sea antk Persian (aulf, and other parts, import- 
ing slaves of both sexes and of various ages into tlie port of Bombay, and other 
ports and places subordinate to the Presidency of Bombay, and having deter- 
mined to use every exertion to suppress the nefarious traffic, so disgraceful to 
humanity, hercb\ notifies and proclaims that all persons found guilty of such 
practices, or in any other luamicr offending against the laws for the abolition of 
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the slave trade, a^l be apprehended and prosecuted with the utmost rigour, and No. 7. 
sevcjKly punished as the law directs, and the boats or vessels employed ki the BOMBAY. 

trad? together with the slaves and all the goods and property that may be found - f 

on board, sliall be seized, and immediate steps taken for tlieir condemnation and 
forfeiture, and the liberation of the slaves themselves. And to encourage the 
discovery of offenders, a reward is held out by the Act of Parliament of a moiety 
of the penalty of 100 L sterling for each slave, to any person who shall inform 
and sue and jkosecute for the same ; but as a further encouragement to disco- 
very, the Governor in Council of Bombay hereby notifies and proclaims that a 
reward of rupees shall be paid by Government to all persons who shall give 
information which shall leadl;o the apprehension and conviction of any offender, 
or to the seizure and condemnation of any vessel engaged in the trade. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) IV. 11. Watheu, 

Chief Secretary. 


(No. 2015 of 1837 — Political Department.) 

'fo the Acting Assistant in charge of the Umhirc Residency. ;)• 


Sir, 

1am directed by the Right honourable the CJovernor in C'ouncil to transmit 
to you a copy of the treaty concluded by Captain INloresby of IJis Majesty’s 
ship Alenai, with his Flightless the Imaiim of Muscat, on the 29th August 1822, 
prohibiting, within certain limits, the slave trade. 

2. In forwarding this document, the Governor in Council instructs me to 
request that you will endeavour to prevail on his Highness to extend the above 
treaty, so as to include in its provi.sions the provinces of Ciitch and Kattywar. 
At jireseut, vessels engaged in tlie slave trade are only liable to seizure if found 
to the eastward of a line drawn from Cape Delgado jiassing east of Socotra, 
and on to Din Head, the western point of the (iulf of Cambay. 

3. The Governor in Council docs not, however, think this sufficient. It might- 
he is of opinion, be very difficult for the British power to assume generally the 
right of detaining and searching on the high seas vessels which there is reason 
to suspect of being engaged in the slave trade ; but there can be no objection, 
he conceives, to the exercise of this right over the vessels of foreign powers, 
when it is conceded by treaty. You are therefore requested to endeavour to 
obtain from the Imaum the right of searching any vessels fitted out from his 
ports and open to the suspicion above mentioned. 

4. Government are also desirous that the same privilege should be obtained 
from other Arabian potentates to whom we have access, and accordingly direct 
me to instruct you to take every opportunity for that purpose. 

Ci. The Governor in Council is not inclined to coniine you to any particular 
instructions for the attainment o/' the object in view, but is rather disposed to 
leave the supplying of the requisite details to your own good sense and activity. 

1 have, itc. 

(signed) If. H. IVathen, 

Bombay Castle, 30 October 1837- Chief Secretary. 

(True copy.) 

f 

(signed) IV. H. IVathcn, 

Chief .Secretary. 


OunEUED, That a copy of the foregoing despatch from the Chief Secretary to 
the Government of Bombay be sent to the Legislative Department, in order that 
238. z 4 the 



' Ho. 7, 
BOMBAY. 


No. 28 . 


Leg. 


No, 11 . 


|pol. Department. 


176 COaRESPONDENQE ON THE SEAVE TRADE. 

the draft of an Act . submitted therewith may be laid b^ore the Legislative 
Council for consideration. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) H. 71 Trinsep, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 


(No. 471.) 

From R. D. Mangles, Esquire, Officiating Secretary to the Governmervt of 
India, to J. P. Grant, Esquire, Officiating Secretary to the Indian Law Com- 
missioners, dated the 11th December 1837. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the President in Council to forward to you,' 
for the consideration of the Indian Law Commissioners, the accompanying 
copies of papers received from the Government of Bombay, relative to the traffic 
in slaves, which is supposed to be carried on to a considerable extent in the ports 
upon the IVIalabar coast. 

2. Ilis Honour in Council reque.sts that the Law Commissioners will put the 
Act proposed by the Government of Bombay, for the suppre.ssion of this traffic, 
into proper form, and return it vfith their reply to this letter. 

I am, &c. 

Council Chamber, (signed) R. J). Mangles, 

11 December 1837. Officiating Sec? to Government of India. 


ExTiiACTfrom the Piiockeuings of the Honourable the President of the Council 
of India in Council, in the Legislative Department, under date the 23d April 
1838. 

(No. I'l'.) 

Extract from the Phoceedin'Os of the Honourable the President in Council, in 
the Political Department, under date the 28th March 1838. 

(No. 2422 ; duplicate.) 

To the Secretary to the Governor-general of India ; Camp. 

Sir, 

WiTit reference to Mr. Chief Secretary Wathen’s letter, dated 30th October 
last, relating to the traffic in slaves, supposed to be carried on to a considerable 
extent by persons in Arab boats and vessels from the ports in the Red Sea and 
the Persian Gulf, 1 am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council to transmit to you, for the purpose of being submitted for the consider- 
ation of the Right honourable the Governor-general of India, extracts from the 
proceedings of this Government, regarding three .slave boys taken out of two 
vessels at Judda, under English colours, namely, the Francis Warden and Fut- 
tch Kurreem, by Acting-commander Rogers, of the Honourable Company’s brig 
of war Euphrates. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughbi/, 

Bombay Castle, 26 December 1837- Secretary to Government. 


* (Duplicate.) 

List of Documen ts forwarded with the Letter to the Secretary with the 
Right honourable the Governor-general of India, dated 26 December 1837. 
(No. 2422> 

No. 1. From the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 8 April 1837, with enclosures. 
No. 2. Reply to the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 29 April 1837. 

No. 8. 
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v,JSra» 9i ,'To.tli« .Senwr iif Police, ''doted'SO ApHl 1®^*- , '' • * ■ - 

^ From the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 0 
‘No. ^ 'Jieply to the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 33. May 183^. \ '■ 

No'. 6. From the Acting Senior Magistrate of Police, dated .37 May 1837. 

No. 7. To the Superintendent of the Indian Na^, dated Ift ifune 1^37. 

No. 8. From the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 16 June 1837. 

No. O. Memorandum by the Chief Secretary, dated 17 June 1837. Approved by the 
Board. 


No. 10. To the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 17 July 1837. ; 

No. 11. To the Acting Magistrate of Police, dated 17 July 1837. 

No. 13. Frmn the Acting Magistrate of Police, dated 21 July 1837, urith enclosure. 

No. 13. Reply to the . Acting SeniiDr Magistrate of Police, dated 9 August 1337‘ 

No. 14. To the Advocate-general, dated 0 Ati^at 1837. 

No. 15.* From the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 30 September 1837; ^ith 
■ enclosure. 

’No. 16. To the Advocate-general, dated 8 November. 

No. 17. From the Advocate-general, dated 21 November 1837. 

No. 1«, Minute by the Governor, subscribed by Mr. l^arisb, dated 2 December 1837. 
No. 10. Memorandum by the Secretary, dated 7 December 1837 ; approved by the Board. 
No. 20. To the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 8 December 1837. 


(signed) J. P. 'W'iUoughb^i 

Secretary to Government. 


Extract from tlie Piioceedings of Government in the Political Department. 

From Captain Sir C. Malcolm^ Superintendent of the Indian Navy, to the 

Right honourable Sir Robert Grant, o.c.ii. President and Governor in 

Council. 

Right honourable Sir, 

I HAVE 'the honour to lay before your Right honourable Board the accom- 
panying; letter from Acting-commander Rogers, of the Honourable Company*s 
brig of jB^ar Euphrates, under date the iGth ultimo, reporting his having taken 
three slave boys out of the vessels which he found laying in Juddah Harbour 
under English colours, the one named the Francis Warden, the other the Fiitteh 
Kurreein. 

2 . I have also to forward the deposition of the three slave boys, with a copy 
of the registry of the ship Futteh Kurreem, which Commander Rogers reports 
has been since sold, but to whom he does not mention. 

3. As it clearly appears that these vessels were found sailing under British 
colours with the British rej^isters, I trust that Acting-commander Rogers has 
acted correctly and in conformity to law in taking the slaves from on board 
and sending them to Bombay. They have been brought by the Hugh Lindsay, 
and are still on board. 1 have therefore to request to be made acquainted with 
the pleasure of your Right honourable Board regarding their future disposal. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C. Malcolm, 

Rear Admiral, Superintendent of the Indian Navy. 

Superintendent’s Office, Bombay, 3 April 1837. 


From Acting-commander F. Rogers, to Captain Sir C. Malcolm, Knt. Superin- 
tendent oY the Indian Navy, Bombay. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you Riat, having received information that 
there were Slaves on board a ship named *the Francis Warden, lying in this har- 
bour, which sails under British colours, is British registered, 'and is owned by 
Sheik Dyebin Aia,. a resident in Bombay, 1 proceeded on board of the said ship, 
and there found an African boy named Commise, who, on my asking him the 
question, told me he was a slave, but afterwards, in the presence of his master 
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the nakodah Sha4k ifawad, denied it. Conqeivin^ bi9 denying what he had 
before voluntarily stated to be the eH^t of restraint, I took him on board the 
Euphrates. The gunner of the vessel bad pointed him out the day before to 
Lieutenant Porter as a slave, and on my desiring the nakodah to send his crew 
aft on the quarter-deck, all were sent but this boy, who was kept in the galley 
out of sight. This boy subsequently made the accompanying statement on 
board the Honourable Company’s brig Euphrates, in the presence of the Rev. 
Mr. Wolff, R. Goff, Esq., and myself. 

After this I visited the Futteh Kurreem, where I found two boys, one qamed 
Suigar, the other Salim, who told me they werfe slaves, on which I sent them 
to the Euphrates. 

I examined the other two British registered ships, but they had no .slavos on 
board. 

You will perceive by the accompanying statements that one of those boys 
was lately taken on board to Mocha, and according to his own account, was 
to be sold at any place where a purchaser could be found. 

I have not interfered in any way with the ships on board which these slaves 
were found, further than taking the boys out. I was informed by the Govern- 
ment agent at Mocha, Sheik Syel, that many .ships from India, under English 
colours, particularly those from the Malayan peninsula, brought slaves to the 
ports of the Red Sea. 

I have been induced to seize these slave boys, because the cajitains of the 
above-named vessels have acted contrary to almost every section of the 5 Geo. 4, 
c. 113, but I have not seized the vessels, as I am not aware how far Govern- 
ment might wish the matter prosecuted. 

The Francis Warden, I am informed, sails from this to the Pensian Gulf. 
The Futteh Kurreem returns to Penang, but I do not think either ship will quit 
this before the end of May. 

With the permission of Commander Rowland, I have sent the three boys, 
Commise, Suigar, and Salim, to Bombay. 

1 beg leave to enclose the statements made by the boys, and also a copy of 
the pass of the Futteh Kurreem. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) liogej'S, 

II. C. Brig of AFar Euphrates, Acting-commander. 

Juddah Harbour, 10 March 1837. 


P.iS. — I have since learnt that the ship Futteh Kurcem, out of which I took 
the boys Suigar and Salim, has been sold. 

(signed) 


F. Rogers. 


The Statement of Salim, a Boy taken out of the Futteh Kurrem. 

I AM a slave ; I was brought from Sanar to Suarkin, and from thence to 
Mocha, and there sold to Hoor sie Yoseph, who sent me on board the Futteh 
Kurreem, to be sold at this or any other place. I did not come with my own 
consent. 

I’he above statement was made in our presence by the above-named boy, 
yd March 1837. 

(signed) T. E. Rogers, Acting-commander. 
Joseph JVolfT, Missionary. 

Robert Goffi 


The Statement of Suigar, a Boy taken out of the Futteh Kurreem. 

I AM a slave; my master the nakoda bought me at Mutra. I was taken to 
Java, y\chen, and Penang, but never allowed to quit the shi p. I receive no 
wages. I did not come with my own consent. I wa* told to go with ray master. 
I was originally from another country. People came and spread dates and fat; 

I was 
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I wa$ hungry, and took some to eat; then they carried me away. I have neither 
fathei^ndr mother. I was sold for five dollars. 

The above statement was made in our presence by the above-named bov 
2d March 1837. 


(signed) T. Rogers. 

Joseph Wolff", Missionary. 
Robert Gaff. 
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The Statement of Commise, a Boy taken out of the Frauds Warden. 

% 

I AM a slave ; I was purchased by my master, the iiakodah of the ship, at 
‘Shaar ; 1 was taken to Bombay and Bengal and brought to this place ; I do not 
get any wages, and I expect to be sold whenever my master wishes to part with 
me. 1 have neither father nor mother. 

The above statement was made in our presence by the above-named boy, 
2d March 1837. 

(signed) T. E. Rogers, Acting-commander. 
Joseph Wolff Missionary. 

Robert Goff 


To whomsoever, subjects of his Majesty William the Fourth, by the grace of 
God of the United Kingdom of Circat Britain and Ireland King, defender of 
the faith, and so forth, and to all others whom these presents may concern ; J, 
James William Salinond, Esq. Resident Councillor P. W. Island, by authority 
of the Right honourable George Lord Auckland, o. c.b. Governor-general of 
and for the ])rcsidency of Fort William in Bengal in Council, acting for and on 
behalf of the East India Company : 

Whereas the barque “ Futteh Kurreem,” burthen about 2.'54 tons, commanded 
by nakoda Syed Iloomer, belonging to Syed Hainud Bin Syed Hussain Aboof- 
tain, of Prince of Wales Island, is bound on a voyage with a cargo of sundries 
to Singapore, and the said .Syed llanuid Biu Syed Hussain Abooftain hath 
requested the license of the said East India Company to be granted for that pur- 
pose : Now know yo, that by virtue of all and every the power in me v;csted, I do 
hereby grant a license for and in the name of the said East India Com|iany to 
the said nakodah .Syed Hoomar to proceed upon and throughout the said voyage, 
and require and command all persons within or belonging to this government, 
underthc jurisdiction of theGovernor-gcneral of Fort William in Bengal, and I 
do desire all persons that are subjects, friends, and allies to his Majesty William 
the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King, defender of the faith, and so forth, to suller the said barque Futteh 
Kurreem to pass with the Company’s goods and merchandise, without, any let, 
seizure, or molestation whatever, provided this license and pass be in I'orce, 
which is to cease and determine at the expiration of 12 months, or on the re- 
turn of the said barque to the port of IMnce of Wales Island, whichever shall first 
happen.-— Given under my hand, and the large seal of the . said Company, at 
Prince of Wales Island, this 22d day of November in the year of our Lord 
1836. 

(signed) J. W. Salinond, /Company’sX 

Resident Councillor. \ Seal. / 


Registered in the Record Office ; No. 27* Prince of Wales Island, the 22d 
November 1836. • 


(signed) John Dnrjur, 

Clk. Record OflSce. 
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Prio^ce of Wiil^ Island Record Office^ 
9 Decemlteir 1836. 


Abdul Azis has now become master. 


(signed) 
(True copy.) 


J. W. Salmotiilf 

Resident Councillor. 


(signed) T, E. Rogers^ 

^ Acting-commander. 


From /. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to the 
Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 29 April 1837. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your Tetter, dated the Sd instant, witli its enclosures, re- 
garding the three slave boys taken out of two vessels at Juddah, under English 
colours, named the Francis Warden and the Futteh Kiirreem, by Acting-cora- 
ipander Rogers of the Honourable Company’s brig of war Euphrates, and to 
request that you will make over the above children to the senior magistrate of 
police. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, 29 April 1837. Secretary to Government. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government of Bombay, to the 
Senior Magistrate of Police, dated 29 April 1837. 


Sir, 

I AW directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to inform 
you that the Superintendent of the Indian Navy has been requested to make 
over to yon^ charge three slave boys taken out of the ships Francis Warden and 
Futtel>JKi*rrecm, sailing under English colours, by the Acting-commander of the 
Honourable Company's brig of war Euphrates, at Juddah, and to request you 
will send to Government a register ot* these children, stating at the same 
time how they can be disposed of. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, 29 April 1837. Secretary to Government. 


From Captain Sir C. Malcolm, Rear Admiral, Superintendent of the Indian 
Navy, to the ‘Right honourable Sir R, Grant, c. c. h. President and 
Governor in Council, dated 9 May 1837. 

Right honourable Sir, 

With reference to Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s letter of the 29th, ult- No. 
767 , I have the honour to report that the three slave children therein alluded 
to, were, at their own request, on their arrival from the Red Sea, perniitted to 
remain on board the Hugh Lind.say, and that in the hurry of dispatching that 
vessel to the Persian Gulf their removal was forgotten ; they will, however* 
immediately on the return of the steamer, be made over to the senior magis- 
trate of police as directed by your Right honourable Board. 

1 have, &c. 

Superintendent’s Office, Bombay, (s^ned) C. Malcolm, 

9 May 1837. 
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Froffl^ Ji i*i WUhftghbj^f /Esq. Secretary to Government of Momha^t to the 
. Sii|>erintendeiit of the Indian Navy, dated 2^ May 1837. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 9th instant, and to inform you 
that', with their own free will, the three boys therein alluded to may be 
entered as vtAuntecrs on board the Hugh Lindsay, on the usual pay and 
allowances. 

" ; , I have, &c. 

(signed) J, P. Willoughby^ 

Bombay Castle, 22 May 1837. Secretary to Government. 


From E. JE. Elliot, Esq. Acting Senior Magistrate of Police, to the Seci'ctary 

to Government, dated 27 May 1837* 

Sir, 

I iiAVK the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 768, dated 
29th of last month, and to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency 
in Council, that on my constable going to the Marine Office to receive charge 
of the African children taken out of the ships Francis Warden and Futteh 
Kurreem, he was informed that tliey had been detained on board the Hugh 
Lindsay, to form a part of her crew, and that the Superintendent of the 
Indian Navy had written to Government, requesting to be permitted to retain 
them. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Police Office. (signed) E. E. ElUot, 

27 May I 837 . Acting Senior Magistrate of Police. 


From JV. H. JVathen, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government, to the Superin- 
tendent Indian Navy, dated 12 June I 8 S 7 . 

Sir, • 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to trans- 
mit to you copy of a letter from the acting senior magistrate of policd^ dated 
27 th ult. and to request that you will state whether the African boys therein 
alluded to, have of their own free will entered the service of Government. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. II. Wathen, 

Bombay Castle, 12 June I 8 S 7 . Chief Secretaiy to Government. 


From Captain Sir Charles Malcolm, Rear Admiral, Superintendent Indian Navy, 
to the Right honourable Sir Robert Grant, g.c.h. President and Governor 
in Council, dated I 6 June 1837. 

Right honourable Sir, 

In acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary Wathew’s letter. No. 
11418 , of the 12th instant, with enclosure, I have the honour to state that on 
the return of the Hugh Lindsay, finding the three slave boys were not willing 
to remain longer on board, although the ofler of pay was made, to them, they 
were transferred to the cliarge of the senior magistrate of police, agreeably to 
the original instructions of your Right honourable Board, communicated in 
Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s letter, Not 707. of the 29th April last. 

I have,'&c. 

(signed) C. Malcolm, 

Rear Admiral, Sjuperintendent Indian Navy. 
Superintendents Offic^ Bombay, 

16 June 1837* 

238. A A 3 


J^p. 7 . 
30 MB AY. 

No. 6. 


No. 6. 


No. 7. 


No. 8. 



1^2 


CORRESiONBteNCE OK TKE StAVE •TRAJi>E» 


Ko. i, 

fOM BAY. IVlEWOliANDtrw by the Chief Secretary^ dated 1S37» approved by 

the Board. ^ 

Ko. 1. As the three slave boys alluded to in the letter from the Superintendent 

t»f the Indian Navy, dated the l6th instant, were not willing to remain on 
board ship. Sir C. Malcolm did right td make them over to the police magis- 
trate, as originally ordered by Government. * 

2. Mr. Elliot should now be called upon to send in a register of these boys, 
as retjuired in Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s letter of’ the 29th April last, and" to 
report how they can be disposed of. 

3. When the above information is obtained, the advocate-general should (as 
before suggested by the Right honourable the Governor) be requested “.to 
advise how Government should act” in this case. 

17 June 1837- (signed) W. H. Waiheriy 

Chief Secretary to Government. 


Ko. lo. From IF. H. Wathen, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government .Bombast to the 

Superintendent, of the Indian Navy, dated 17 July 1837. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the Kith uit., 
reporting that the three slave boys taken out of the ships Francis Warden and 
Futteh Kurreem, have refused to remain any longer on board ship, and that 
you have in consequence made them over to the senior magistrate of police, 
and to inform you that the Right honourable the Governor in Council approves 
of your proceedings on the occasion. 

1 have,&c. 

(signt^d) W. If. WathcHy 

Bombay Castle, 17 July 1837. Chief Secretary to Government. 


From W. //. Waiheriy Esq. Chief Secretary to Government Bomba^y to the 
Acting Senior Magistrate of Police, dated 17 July 1837. 

Sifc 

With reference to your letter, dated 27th May last, relative to the three 
African boys taken out of the ships Francis Warden and Futteh Kurreem, 
1 am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to request 
that you will forward a register of these boys, as required in Mr. Secretary 
Willoughby’s letter of the 9th April last, and to report how they can be dis- 
posed of. 

1 baye, &c. 

(signed) TV. H. Wathen, 

Bombay Castle, 17 July 1837. Chief Secretary to Government, 


No. la. From jE. E. Ellioty Esq. Acting Senior Magistrate of Police, to the Chief 

Secretary to Government, dated 21 July 18.17. 

Sir, 

I HAVi' the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1332, of 
the 17th instant, and to enclose the register roll of the African boys therein 
called for, , 

They objected strongly to go into Christian families, and I therefore made 
over charge of them to two respectable Mussulmans, Furzhydar Bace Meeya 
and Hyder All Oassimjee, who each entered into an agreement to protect, feed, 
and clothe them, and to assign them suitable wages for their labour. 

I have, &c, 

Bombay Police Office, (signed) E. E. Elliot, 

21 July 1837. Acting Senior Magistrate of Police. 
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(Register of African Children taken from the ships jTrancis Wardm an4 

^ xvc«>f / cc/rs« 


No. 

Names. 

Age. 

Sex. i 

1 

Country. 

To whom delivered. 

1 

1 

Sengaor « j 

10 

Male - 

Zanzibar - 

Furzhydar Baee Aleeya. 

2 

1 

Saiiru 

13 

ditto - 

• 

ditto 

Hyder Alii Cassimjec. 

a j 

• 1 

1 

* 

Kamiss - 

i 

12 

ditto - 

dittfj 

i i 

ditto ditto, 


Bombay Police Office, (signetl) 7 j?. E. EUhl, 

21 May 1837- Acting Senior Magistrate of Police. 


From W. H. Watheii, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government of Bomfmj/, to the 
Acting Senior Magistrate of Police, dated’D August I887. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 21st u!t., 
forwarding a register roll of the three African boys taken out from the ships 
Francis Warden and Futteh Kurreem, and stating that in consequence of their 
refusing to go into Christian families, you liavc given them over to two respect- 
able Mussulmans, who have entered into an agreement to protect, feed, and 
clothe them, as also to assign sjiitablo wages for their labour, and to inform you 
that, under the peculiar circumstances stated, the Right honourable the 
Governor in Council approves of the arrangement. 

I have, &;c. 

(signed) W. H, Walhen, 

Bombay Castle, 9 August 1837. Chief Secretary to Government. 


From JV. II. Wathvn, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay to 
the Advocate-general, dated 9 August 1837. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you the accompanying copy of a letter from the Superintendent of the Indian 
Navy, dated the 3d April last, and of its enclosures, regarding three African, 
children taken out of two vessels at Juddah, under English colours, named 
Francis Warden and Futteh Kurreem, by Acting-commander Rogers, of the 
Honourable Company’s brig of war Euphrate.s, and to request that you will be 
pleased to inform CTOveruraent what course, iii your opinion, should be pursued 
in this case. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) IE. H, fVathen, 

Bombay Castle, 9 August 1837. Chief Seci’etary to Government. 


Prom Captain Sir C. Malcolm, Rear Admiral and Superintendent of the Indian 
Navy, to the Right honourable Sir R. Grant, g. c. h. President and 
Governor in Council, dated 30 ^ptember 1837* 

Right honourable Sir, * 

I BEG to forward a letter from Acting-commander Rogers, and as I do not 
exactly understand the import of the letter of the advocate-general, which 
accompanied Mr. Chief Secretary Wathen’,s letter, under date the 08tK of 
338. A A 4 AugiAt 
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No* 14 * 
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♦ 
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So. i6« 


So. 17. 


' » »4 V4t '. MW U««S , fiMWSfc'y ^ 

Augu$t^ Ia«i^« Iwo^l4 to.be jiaforfloi^ }iowf.the<H>moiiHi4er ^ ve^aei ofwer; 
. should >ct on /ifUijng ip^ TOth sh^ Jiwd^r Bng^ish OQkHVS^ whidli. way /have- 
slaves on board. < ’ 

I have, &c. 

Bombay, 40 September 1837. (signed) C. Malcolm, 

Rear Admiral, Superintendent Indian Navy. 


From F. Rogers, Esq. Acting-commander Honourable Company’s Ship of War 
Amhei'st, to Rear Admiral Sir C. Malcolfn, Knt. Superintendent Indian 
Navy, dated S9 Sept. I 8 S 7 . 

Sir, . 

As the Honourable Company’s sloop of war “ Amherst,*’ under my command, 
is fitting out for the Persian Gulf, where she is likely to fall in with English 
vessels, having persons 011 board similarly situated to those I thought it my 
duty to take out of the ships Francis Warden and' Futteh Kurreem, and 
send to the presidency whilst those vessels were lying in Juddah Harbour on the 
28th of February last, as stated in my letter to your address, dated Juddah, 
March 10th, 1837 ; I respectfully solicit you will be pleased to inform me in 
what way I am to act, ^buld I again meet with vessels similarly situated to 
those named above. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) F. Rogers, 

Bombay Harbour, 29 Sept. 1837- Acting-commander. 


From IV. H. Wathen, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government of limvhay, 
to the Advocate-general, dated 8 November 1 837. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you copy of a letter from the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 
the SOth September last, forwarding one from Acting-commander Rogers, and 
to request that you will favour Government with your opinion as to how the 
commander of a vessel of war should act on failing in with ships under English 
colours which may have slaves on board. 

1 have, &c. 

^ (signed) IK H. Wathen, 

Bombay Castle, 8 Nov. 1837* Chief Secretary to Government. 


From A. S. Le Messwier, Esq. Advocate-general, to the Secretary to 
Government, dated 21 November 1837. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th inst. 
with its enclosures, requesting my opinion as to how the commander of a 
ve.ssel of war (of the Company*s navy, I presume) should act on falling in 
with ships under English colours, which may have slaves on board. 

Referring to the opinion I formerly gave (letter dated iGth August la.st), 
on the subject of seizing slave vessels, I would observe, that if the Supreme 
Government pass the Act proposed, for empowering the vessels of the Com- 
pany’s navy to tnakc seiziu’e of ships for a breach of the slave laws, no very 
long period can elapse before the power will be possessed ; but that, should it 
refuse to do so, it will, 1 conceive, be a virtual declaration OU; the (.part of the 
Government of India that the Company’S vessels should not interfere in the 
matter; and I therefore would recommend, in the meantime, the commander 
of any of the Company’s vessels not to act at all in the business.^ British 
Legislature, by omitting to give the power of seizure to authorities in India 
under the Company, seems to have ^proceeded on some grounds of poUirir 
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in so doing; especially as by the kte Charier Act’ it hat exprtSSly recogniaed 
sanctioned the existence and continuance of slavery within the British 
territoi^es in India. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) j4. S. Le Messurier, 

Bombay, 81 Nov. I887. Advocate-general. 


M;nute by the Right honourable the Governor, subscribed to by the 

Honourable Mr. Fatish. 

SxB Charles Malcolm should be instructed agreeably to the advocate- 
general’s opinion. 

I must however, observe, though not for communication, that I do not concur 
in Mr. Le Messurier’s concluding argument. 

“ Slavery” and a “ trade in slaves,” are two very distinct things, and the 
toleration which (for a season) the Charter Act extends to the former, implies 
no sanction whatever of the latter. 

1 believe we have already pressed on the Government of India the passing 
of an Act to authorize the seizure of slave-trading ves^Is on the high seas. 

2 December. (signed) JR. Grant. 


Mlmoiiandum by the Political Secretary, dated 7 December. 

I respectfully suggest, that copy of the further proceedings on this subject 
be forwarded to the Government of India for consideration. 

(signed) J. P. Wilhughby, 

Secretary to Government. 


From J. P. Willoughby^ Esq. Secretary to the Government of Bombay^ to the 
Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated 8 December 1837. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the SOlh of September last with its enclosure, 
soliciting information as to how the commander of a Company’s vessel 
of war should act on falling on with ships under English colours, which 
may have slaves on board, I am directed by the Right honourable the 
Governor in Council to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a com- 
munication from the advociite-gcnerai, dated the 21st ultimo, submitting his 
sentiments on the subject, and to request that you will be pleased to forth- 
with issue instructions in conformity with the opinion expressed by that 
officer. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. WUloughby» 

Bombay Castle, 8 Dec. 1837. Secretary to Government. 


(True extract). 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 


To J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, ^ 

The Honourable the President in Council having observed in the duplicate 
copy of a communication made to the Governor-general, under date the 86th 
ultimo, No. 8488, that three slave boys taken from ships sailing under Briti^ 
338, B B colours. 
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* No. 7. colour?, were made over to Mahomedan famiUes, under an engagement that 
BO Nil A Y. should be provided with clothing, 1 am directed to re(][uest information a» 

_ to the nature of these engagements. The draft of Act forwarded from BtJmbay^ 

connected with this subject, being now under consideration in the Legislative 
C]!ouncil, it appears to be of importance that the Government should be 
informed of the means of providing for person?, redeemed from slavery that 
may be at^ailable, and the inanrjcr of using them. 

2. The President in Council particularly desires to know whether there is 
any fixed limit to the period of the apprenticeship in which these boys have been 
bound, and what means have been taken to secure their freedom after its 
expiration, or when the boys may come of age. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) H. T. Prinsep, * 
Fort William, 24 Jan. 1838. Secretary to Government of India. 


(No. 383.) 


Political Depart- 
ment. 


To the Secretary to the Government of Indian Fori William. 

* H: 

Sir, 

I jtM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the S4th ult., requesting information as to 
the nature of the engagement under which the three slave boys taken out of the 
ships Francis Warden and Futteh Kurreem, sailing under British colours, were 
made over to Mahomedati families, and to transmit to you, for the purpose of 
being laid before the Honourable the President in Council, copies of the 
agreements entered into by the parties to whose charge the boys in question 
were made over. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, S8 Feb- 1838. Secretary to Government. 


I, Fuzhyduo Bhaee Mceya, do hereby agree to protect, feed, and clothe 
Sengaor, and employ him as a domestic servant, and also agree to assign him 
suitable wages for his trouble and labour. Bombay, 4th day of July 1837. 

* Pit. 

(signed) Fusheder Bhaee Meeya. 

I, Hyder .Ally Cassimjee, do hereby agree to protect, feed, and clothe Salim 
and Kamiss, and cm}>loy them as domestic servants, and also agree to assign 
them suitable wages for their trouble and labour. Bombay, 8th July 1837. 

P,. 

(signed) Hyder Ally Cassinyee. 

(True copies). 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 


ORDEREn,'’That copies of the foregoing correspondence with the Secretary to 
the Government of Bombay be transmitted to the Legislative Department, in 
continuation of the extract from this department, dated 22d of November last. 

(A true extract). 

(signed) H. V, Bayley, 

Ofiiciatihg Deputy Secretary to GUivernment of India. 
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From 5J. D. Mangles^ £sq., OfBciatiog Secretary to the Government of Indiot 
to J. C. C. Sutherland, l^q. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, dated 
the 2.9d April 1838. 

Sir. 

Int continuation of my letter of the 11th December last, No. 471, to ihe 
address of Mr. Grant, and as it appears from entry No. 2, in paragraph 6 of 
Mr. Officiating Secretary Grant’s letter of the 30th ultimo, that a report upon 
the subject is under preparation by the Indian Law Commissioners, I am 
directeti by the Honourable the President in Council to forward to you, for 
.the consideration of the Commissioners, the accompanying copy of an extract 
Political Department, dated the 28th ultimo,, containing correspondence with 
the Government of Bombay, relative to three slave boys taken out of two 
vessels at Judda under EnglLsh colours. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) U. D. Mangles, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of In dia. 
Council Chamber, 23 April 1838. 


ExxnACTfrom the PaocEEmNosof the Honourable the President of the Council 
of India in Council, in the Legislative Department, under date the 3d Sep- 
tember 1838. 

Minute by the Honourable A. Artios, Esq., dated 

The principal points to be considered are, whe’ther the 43d section of the 
Act comprehends all the pereons whom it is de.sirable to entrust with the 
seizure of slave ships at Bombay ? and w'hether there is any inconvenience in 
extending the list as in the proposed Act t and whether there is any ambiguity 
in the desigiuation of the persons to whom the power of seizure is extended by 
the proposed Act ? 

(signed) A. Amos. 


Fort William, Legislative l)cpartment,*the 4th June 1838. 

Duaft of Act, 

Resolution. 

Read the English .statute 5 Geo. 4, c. 113. Resolved, that for the better 
execution ol’the penal provisions of the said English statute for the abolition of 
the slave trade, it is requisite to make some new provisions respecting the 
persons authorized to carry the said statute into execution, by making seizures 
and otherwise within the limits of the Honourable East India Company’s charter. 
Resolved, that for such purpose the following Act be published, as nearly as 
possible in the terms of the said statute. 

1. It is hereby enacted. That all ships, vessels, boats, slaves,, or persons 
treated, dealt with, carried, kept, or detained as slaves, and all goods and effects 
that may become forfeited under the English statute of 5 Geo. 4, c, 113, 
intituled, “ An Act to amend and consolidate the Laws relating to the abolition 
of the Slave Trade,” shall and may, within the limits of the East India Company’s 
charter, be seized by any officer of customs in ihe service of the said Company, 
or by the commanders or officers of' any of the ships or vessels belonging to 
the said Company’s Indian navy ; and, moreover, it shall' and may be lawful 
for all governors of any of the territories, settlements, forts or factories in the 
East Indies belonging to or under the government of the said Company, and 
for dl persons deputed and authorized fay any such governor, to seize and 
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* Mo. 7. prosecute all ships, vessels, hosts, slaves or. persons treated^ desk carried, 
:bom: 3 a >y. Kept, or detained as slaves, and all goods and e6foct8 whi^ever that shall or. 
may become forfeited for any offence under the ksid statute. . " 

, 2. And it .is hereby enacted. That all persons authoriaed to make aeizures 
under this Act shall, in making and prosecuting such seizures, have the like 
beneht and protection as are given by the said statute of d Geo. 4, to all per- 
sons authorized to make seizures under that statute. 

(signed) R. Z), jn^angles, 
Ql^ciating Seer to Government of India. 


No. 11. 


;,JLeg»]8tivc De- 
•partment. 


^.JEEat tracts Political Department : 
; dated the csd Nov. 1 837. 

Extracts Pol. Department : 
I'dated s8tb March 1838. 

Minute bj' the Hon. A. Amos, 
< £sq. not dated. 


(No. S98.), ■ 

From J2. 2>. MangleSf Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India,' 
to fV. H. Macnaghtai, Esq, Secretary to the Government of India with the 
Governor-general; dated the 4th June 1838. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the President in Council to forward to you, 
to be laid before the Right honourable the Governor-general of India, the 
accompanying papers in original, as noted on the margin, together 
with the draft of a proposed Act for the suppression of the trade 
in slaves in the territories within the limits of the East India Com- 
pany. 

2. His Honour in Council solicits the sanction of the Governor- 
general to the Draft Act being published for general information, 
and requests that if his Lordship should approve of the provisions of the 
proposed Act, his assent to its being passed without any essential alteration 
may at the same time be communicated. 

3. You will be pleased to return the original papers with the Draft of Act 
sent herewith, with your reply. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. D. Mangles, 
Officiating Sec^ to the Government of India. 

Fort William, 4 June 1838. 


From W. H. Macnaghten, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Ind^a with the 
Governor-general, to T. H. Maddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the 
Government of India; dated the 9th August 1838. 

’ Sir, 

.egwlative. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Mangles* letter, No. 393, 
dated the 4tb .June last, submitting, for the Governor-general’s sanction for 
publication, draft of a propo.sed Act ibr the suppression of the trade in slaves 
in the territories within the limits of the East India Compan}', together with 
correspondence on the subject. 

2. In reply, 1 am desired to state that the Governor-general would hesitate 
before he proceeds to legislate on this very difficult and delicate subject, and 
Would w'ish to obtain further information as to the necessity and expediency 
of the proposed provisions. 

3. The particuLar cases given by the Bombay Government to show the 
necessity of any such Act, are exceedingly weak ; and before legislating with 
a view to th& suppres.sion of the traffic in slaves, the Governor-general would 
desire to know whether such traffic is actually carried on at the ports within the 
Company’s territories. The Bombay Government should, therefore, be re- 

3 nested to furdish further particulars on this point, and to state all the instances 
lat may have occurred of the discovery of such traffic. 

4. liis Lordship afmrehends, that the Supreme Government cannot legislate 
either for the ports of independent princes, or for the high seas ; and that it is 
only competent to the Governor-genera!' in Council to legislate for places 
within the Company’s territories ; but on this point his Lordship would wish a 
reference to be made to , the advocate-general for his opinion. 

5. His Lordship thinks, that the Bombay .Government should be] requested 
' to 
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to «ta£e whether the remedy w<MiId, in their opimon^ be efficacious, if the power No. 7.* 
.proposed to be conferred werfe limited to eeifcures on shore before the slaves are iHo m bay. 
shi^& to the interior, and still more if it were extended to harbours. 

6. There is one point to which, as being very important, hisXordiihip would 
wish to attract the particular attention of his Honor in Council. The Act is 
designed to guard against traffic in slaves, but his Lordship apprehends that, 
as now worded, the Act might be construed to mean that an Aiib captain 
bringing to a ^British port a domestic slave in ordinary attendance upon him, 
is liM>le to the penalty prescribed in th% proposed Act. Such a construction 
should be guarded against i^ possible, though his Lordship is aware that dis- 
crimination may be difficult. 

7. His Honor in Council is requested, should he see no objection, to make 
the references suggested in this letter, and to favour his Lordship with his senti- 

* ments on the proposed Act, after the replies to such references shall have been 
received and considered, 

8. The original documents which accompanied the letter now acknowledged 
are, in the meantime, herewith returned. 

I have, &c» 

(signed) W. II. Maxnaghietiy 
Secretary to the Government of India 

Simla, 9 August 1838. with the Governor-general. 


(No. 46.) 

..Extract from the Proceei>ings of the Honourable the President in Council, No. 13. 
in the Political Department, under date the 15th August 1838. 


(No. 1348 .) 


(Duplicate.) 


To the Secretary to the Right honourable the Governor-general of 

India ; Camp. 


Sir, Bombay Castle, 1 1 July 1838. 

I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you, for submission to the Right 
.iionourable the Governor-general of 
Jndia, copy of the correspondence 
noted in the margin, regarding the 
slave trade carried on at the ports in 
the Persian Gulf. 

I have, &c. * 


Pol. Dept. 


(signed) L. R. Reid, 
Acting Chief Secy to Government. 


1. From the Officiating Resident, Persian. Gulf, dated a4th 

1837, with Enclosure. 

а. Reply to, dated 9th Dec. 1837. 

3. From the Officiating Resident, Persian Gulf, dated lotb J 
>838. 

4. Reply to, dated Gth March 1838. * 

5. From the Acting Assistant in Charge, Resident, Persian G 
dated 38th February, with Enclosure. - 

б. To the Officiating Resident, Persian Gulf, dated iGth A 

1838. 

7. From the Officiating Resident, Persian Gulf, dated 28th A 
1838, with Enclosure. 

8. Reply to, dated iitli July 1838. 


From the Officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf, to the Political Secretary to No. 1. 

Government, Bombay; dated 24 September 1837. * 

Sir, 

Enclosed I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council, the copy of a statement majde to me by an 
individual named Abdullah Bin Iwuz (who professes to be a person of some 
rank, from the African coast), regarding the alleged outrageous proceedings of the 
crews of some Joasmee boats, in having carried off from' Burburrah 233 girls 
under the pretence of marriage, and subsequently disposiirg of them as slaves, 
upon the return of their vessels to the Gulf. > 

2d. Upon receiving that declaration, I sent for IVIahomcd Biu Iwwuz, the 
agent of Sheik Sultan Bin Suggur, and having brought to his notice the ninth', 
article of our treaty with the pacificated Arabs, inquired whether he could afford' 
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'Wo. 7 . wjy explanation on the suhj^cft of iSbeik Abiintlidt’s co^diaint." '^Irt reply, be 

B>OM BA Y. denounced the whole statement, both wi^ i^eHhice to the abduction of the 

girls and the robbery of the complainant bn his voyage to tlasel Khymah, as 
an unqualified falsehood. He said he did not deny the fact of slaves having 
been brought up from the coast bf Bafburah, but he declared that they have 
been regiiiarly purc^sed from two tribes in the neighbourhood at war with 
each other, who were in the habit of selling all the prisoners tha^ fell into their 
hands. He concUided by saying that Abdullah Bin Iwuz was an impostor, with- 
out any letters or credentials ; and th 8 i| had Sheik Sultan been willing to make 
him a ‘small present, he would liavc taken his dj^parture back to Muscat and 
said nothing further upon the subject. He (the agent) was, however, quite 
sure, that if the complainant’s statement could be proved to be founded on fact, 
that his superior, the Joasmee chief, would do anything that was just. • 

d(l. Altliough I do not think that the subjects and dependents of the Sheik ‘ 
of Hasel Khymali arc likely to be very scrupulous as to the means by which 
they obtain their slaves, still the statement of Abdullah Bin Iwuk appears to me 
in some respects exceedingly improbable. I am inclined to suspect that the 
unfortunate individuals mentioned in the first paragrapli were made prisoners 
by one of the belligerent tribes before adverted to, and actually sold by the 
victors to the Joasmees ; and that Abdoollah Bin Iwuz, being in some way con- 
nected with the defeated party, had been instructed by the friends of the captives 
to obtain if possible their liberation from bondage. This, however, is mere con- 
jecture ; but upon receipt of replies to the communications I have addressed to 
the agents at Sharjah and Mu.scat, I trust that the real facts of this case may 
eventually be elicited. In the meanwhile, I haiVe informed Abdoollah Bin Iwuz 
that Ins statement would be laid before the Government, and that in the event 
the robbery alleged to have been committed by the crew of the boat which 
conveyed him from Muscat being satisfactorily traced to any of the subjects of 
Sheik Sultan Bin Suggur, steps would be taken to obtain either the restitution of 
his property, or the payment of its value. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) S'. Hennell, 

Officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Statement of Sheikh Abdoollah Bin IwuZy calling himself a Native of the Coast 
of Burburah, made to the Officiating Resident in the Persian Chilfy SSd 
September 1837. 


dilonk, sword, 
idaggor, one pistol, 
land a basiiet'of 
Clothes. M 


rm 



That about four months ago, while he was on a visit to Muscat for the 
arrangement of some commercial affiairs between bis people and the Imam’s 
.subjects, he received letters from Burburrah, complaining that the J uasmees had 
carried off from that place 233 unmarried girls, and having brought them up the 
Gulfj had there disposed of them as slaves. These communications furtherdirected 
him to proceed to Rasel Khymah, and in the event of Sheikh Sultan Bin Suggur 
not liberating the captives, he was to go on to Bushire and lay the whole of the 
circumstances before the resident. That, in pursuance^ of these instructions, 
he had embarked on a Taah boat, with a crew of seven men, commanded by a 
man named Khumecs, said to be bound fonRasal Khymah. In the course of 
the voyage questions were put to him as to his objects in visiting tbe^Toasmees 
Sheikh, which he was imprudent enough to detail at length. The consequence 
w'as, that tlie crow at first proposed to put him to death ; but, at the recom- 
mendation of the nakoda, they contented themselves with stripping him of his 
property and letter.s, and then putting him on shore in the neighbourhood of 
Has Jibbul. The articles taken from him consisted of those mentioned in the 
margin. Tbc deponent continued Ins Statement by saying, that having pro- 
cured a passage to Lingah, he proceede4 over from that port to Hasel Khymah, 
and made bis complaint to Sheikh vSultan Bin Suggur, who told him to have 
patience and he would afford him redress. In the meanwhile, two indi- 
viduals, belonging to Basel Khymah and 3 hargah, shipped off the greater part 
of the girls who had been kidnapped on board a bugla and bateel, and sent tnem 
to Kowcet, Busliire, and Bussofah, ^ sale. On this being reported to their 
’ chief, 
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chief, he i^media^lv ,ordef!ej| A |j^t t(»he made out of the individuals itt whoso 
possession these unfonuaa%o< pe^ona.h^ heen, and under the pretence of a^rd- 
ing (i^peiuation for the irregular conduct of his people, he made thein pay 
him a fine of 10 dollars upon each slave, whicli he said was to be given to the 
complainant. This money, • however, had no sooner heen collected than the 
Sheikh ofiered the complainant 200 crowns to say nothing further on the sub- 
ject, which offer was refused. The deponent further states, that not the slightest 
attention was baid to his complaint, regarding the treaitment he had experienced 
from the people of the boat, by the Joasi^c chief. At last, finding he could get 
no redress from Slieikh Sultan, he proceeded on to Shurga, and laid his case 
before Moolah Hossein, the agent there, who promised to write to the resident 
upon the subject. 

Upon a cross-examination, the deponent at once acknowledged that tire 
• Jousmecs had not carried ofl‘ the girls from Burburrah by force, but that 
having persuaded them to come on board under a promise of making them 
their wives, they had on their arrival on the Gulf disposed of them as slaves. 
The deponent further stated, that the Joasmees had bribed a native of Bur- 
heah, named Muttee, to write a letter to Sheikh Sultan Bin Suggur, to f]ie 
effect that the girls carried away w'ere all regularly purchased ; but that when 
the inhabitants of the place found out how they had been deceived, and their 
relations made slaves, this jierson was immediately put to death by them for 
his treachery. The deponent concluded his statement by requesting tliat the 
resident would take measures for obtaining the liberation of the individuals 
who had been carried away from their native country in this treacherous and 
shameful manner. 


(True copy of Statement.) 

(signed) S. Hmnell, 
Officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

Residency in the Persian Gulf, 

Busliirc, iii< Sept. 1837' 


(No. 2303 of 1837.) 

To Captain S. Hcnnell, Acting Resident, Uushire. 


Sir, 

With reference to your letter dated the 24tth September last (No. 84<), with 
enclosure, regarding the abduction of a number of girls from the coast of 
Burburrah, by the Joasmees, and of their having been .sold as slaves, I am 
directed to uc(]uaint you that the*Right honourabic the Governor in Council 
will await your further report on the subject. In the meantime, however, the 
Governor in Council requests that you will favour Government with your 
opinion as to the practicability or otherwise of inducing his Highness the Imam 
of Muscat, and the Arab chiefs in the Gulfj to prohibit the traffic in slaves 
altogether. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. IVilloughby, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 9 December 1837. 


To J. P, JViUougkby, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Political 

Department. 

Sir, * ip January 183S. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your better (No. 2303), in 
this department, under date the 9tb ultimo, upon the subject of the alleged 
abduction of a number of girls from the coasts of Burburrah, by the Joasmees 
(as reported by qie in a former cominunication), apd at tlie same time conveying 
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tlie desire of ihe litgfat honourable ih' I* Sfa^ 

A sulmit aay opinion as to tlMi praedodNlity W w his High^ 

'^>..>■.. ■ 11 — ,■ ness the imam of Moscat* and the Arab chiefs in the’Ghlf} to ptbhilillt thn 
* traffic in slaves altc^ether. 

In reply, I have the honour to report, for the information of the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council, that not having yet received any answers 
to the inquiries I directed to be instituted by the agents at Shurgah and 
Muscid, into the truth or falsehood of the allegations made by Mhhommed Bin- 
lowwoz (the professed Burburrah agent) regarding the proceedings of the Joasi-^ 
roees on the African coast, it is not in my power at present to afford the 
Government satisfactory information upon the point. 1 trust, however, that 
upon iny arrival at Muscat, when returning to Bushire, I shall be enaUed to- 
make a full report upon the subject. 

,3. With reference to the latter part of your communication, it is with mneh- 
diffidence 1 state, for the information of the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council, that after much deliberate consideration of the question, 1 am reluc- 
tantly led to the conclusion that, in the first place, it would be impracticable to 
in^juce his Highness the Imaum of Muscat, and the Arab chiefs in the Gulf, to- 
put an end to the traffic in slaves, without such a large pecuniary sacrifice being 
made on the part of the British Government, as would most likely be consi- 
dered altogether inexpedient; and in the second place, that were such a sacri- 
fice made, the humane and philanthropic objects of the Right honourable the 
Governor in Council would still be defeated by further impediments and diffi- 
culties, for which I fear no remedy could be found. 

4. Of the chiefs in the Persian Gulf, with whom (unless as a matter of expe- 
diency alone) we could assume to ourselves any right to interfere directly in 
the question of the slave trade, the only ones are those who are members of 
the general treaty, negotiated in 1820, by Major-General Sir W. G. Keir, 
namely, the Joasinee, Benijas, and IJttoobee Sheiks. The ninth article in this 
document declares “ the carrying off (lit. plundering) of slaves, men, women, 
and children, from the coasts of Africa, or elsewhere, and the transporting 
(lit. embarking) them in vessels, is plunder and piracy, and the friendly Arabs 
shall do nothing of this nature (lit. shall not agree to this thing).” This decla- 
rsition, however strongly the English translation may appear expressed, was 
considered so ambiguous, that it was not acted upon by the British officer who 
was appointed to the superintendence of our political relations in the Gulf^ 
shortly after the treaty had been signed by the respective chiefs before re- 
ferred to. Since that date, a period of 17 years has passed over without the 
question having been agitated, and thus the several parties concerned have 
acquired a sort of presumptive right to consider that the ninth article was 
inserted solely with the view of guarding against the forcible carrying away 
of individuals for the purpose of selling them as slaves, and not meant to pro- 
hibit altogether a traffic which is not only in accordance with the letter and. 
spirit of their religion, but which long continuance and custom have rendered/ 
almost indispensable to their domestic comfort. 

5. Assuming, however, that the ninth article before referred to, bears the inter- 
pretation best suited to our views and policy, and that our right to act upon 
it, although allowed to be so long in abeyance, is nevertheless liable to be called 
into operation whenever we may consider it expedient to do so, still, it must 
be borne in recollection, that even on the Arabian side of the Persian Gulf alone, 
neither his Highness the Imam, nor the chief of Sobar Katief, or Koweet, are 
parties to this treaty, and therefore their consent to a total prohibition of the 
traffic in our fellow-creatures could only be obtained by means of negotiation, 
and the offer of such advantages as would in their estimation compensate for 
the loss they sustained in the surrender of a practice, uniting both profit and 
commerce. I , believe myself that a great proportion of the income of his 
Highness the Imaum is drav;n from this source ; and 1 understand he has de* 
dared, that in consequence of his having allowed hiiiiself to enter into the 
agreement with Captain Moresby, of the Royal Navy, engaging to prohibit 
tfie slave trade with European powers, within certain limits^ he has sustain^^ a 
diminution in his revenues, to the extent of 100,000 crowns, and that he is 
resolute in his determination not to afibrd any further concessions upon this 

y point. But, even admitting that either through our influence, or the payment 

\qf an annual pecuniary compensation, the paries alluded to consented to enters 
■* into. 



be;^i^a9;4iB|^t w before. KyJ'^iwon for ent^taeiningthie otiinion W ^iit ^ 
effect of the prohibition^ if it could be enforced in the pprte<<Hf the’Ambiflii side 
of.daieif^ulft ,.^ould.< be to throw Ihe. whole of thia ne&rioos trafSc ii^ the 
hande of ti^ inhehitants <d’. Uneaorah, and Mubfnurra (aubj^otaof the Ottomett 
Porte), and ithosto of Bushire, Congoon, . Aseilq, and Sirgafi, the principal «eo<* 
our. 'porta ,of l^rsia. It is unnecessary to observe, iu the present state of 
relations witlr both tliese governments, no interdiction of the tr^c in. ques- 
tion* could be carried into effect unless under the express sanctkm of their 
respective authorities. Takidg, however, into consideration, that the. sale and 
purchase oi' slaves is not only permitted by the tenets of their fmtb, but that 
the. discontinuance would greatly abridge what habit and custom have led' 
their subjects to value ns domestic convenience, 1 venture to think that, for 
some time at least, it is hopeless to look foe such a sanction being aftorded. In 
addition to these impediments, 1 may also advert to the probability that were 
the inhabitants in the Gulf to relinquish the traffic at present carried on in 
slaves, the place of their vessels would be immediately occupied by those from 
the Red Sea, the coasts of Mekran, Scinde, &c. It may at the same time i)e 



reasonably anticipated that even those powers whose consent to our views 

may be exacted or purchased, will exhibit little more than a nominal adherence 

to their engagements, unless compelled to do so by our own maritime force. / 

This, however, would involve the necessity of greatly augmenting the number 

of vessels of war employed in those seas, and in all probability be attended 

with the constant risk of entangling us in disputes witli the local governments 

dependent upon Persia, Turkey, and Egypt. 

6, I cannot conclude my observations without adverting to the opinions held 
upon the subject by the late Captain M*I.eod when resident in the Persian 
Gulf ; and as these are in a great measure corroborative of my own views, I now 
respectfully submit an extract from a despatch addressed by that officer to the 
Government, dated the 27th Eebruary 1823. After alluding to the wording of 
the ninth article of our treaty with the pacificated Arabs, Captain M'Leod 
continues as follows : “ But in whatever sense the words of the treaty may be 
understood by either party, I am convinced that our utmost endeavours to 
abolish the slave trade amongst the parties of the treaty will be ineffectual, as 
long as the other powers of the Gulf persist in it. We may, perhaps, put a 
stop to the carrying off of slaves, but their purchase and transport we can never 
prevent. 'I'he slaves will be disguised and concealed in a thousand ways, so 
that it will be impossible for us" to detect them ; and I doubt whether more 
harm than good might not be done to the cause of humanity by stopping boats 
and searching them for slaves, because it would in all cases occasion such dis- 
gust and offence, as would involve a great risk of a renewal of hostilities. 

“ I do not believe that any of the parties to the treaty do carry off' slaves. The slaves are f« 
all those they possess being purchased at Muscat and other places; but, at all 
events, it would be difficult, even in the former 6ase, to detect them; in the African c^t. 
latter, next to impossible ; and, with all our efforts, we shall find it imprac- 
ticable to put a stop to a traffic which is sanctioned by their religion and by 
immemorial custom, unless it were relinquished by the common consent of the 


whole of the chiefs of the Gulf. 


“ Convinced as I am of the inefficacy of this article of the tieaty, which has 
not yet been acted upon, and of the dangers of attempting to carry it into' 
effect, I am compelled with much reluctance to recommend that it should not 
be enfbrced except, in very glaring cases, or at least its sense should be con- 
sidered as confined to the carrying off of slaves, and not including' their pur- 
chase or transport. 

“ It is gratuying to humanity to know that slaves are not only qxtremely well My own peraonaJ 
treated and protected by their Arab masters, but that they <even eiqoy a very observotion fully 
considerable degree of power and infi.uence. I remarked; that they were eveiy meat!!"'* 
where the stoutest and best fed noen, and that th^ seoned happy and com- 
fortable. ;1 must not, however^ omit to roention an exception which occurred , 

at Balirein, wliere two slaves . sought refuge on board tne Teqnate, from the 
cruelty, aa they s»id» of the master. They were pot, however, received; and we 
had no means of ascertaining the merits of the ease- hluch as it is to be do. 
sired that tibis Iiorrid traffic 8bottI(| :b‘e tl|b«md:oned.| throughout the world, we;, 

c c must. 



: No. 4- To the Resident, Persw» CrM(/l * 

Sir, ' ■■ ;■ 

i&jiCKl Depart* 1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the IQth ult., 
wt‘ ' on the sulgect of the alleged abductidn of a number of girls from the coast of 

Barbara by the Joasmees, and stating your sentiments as to the practicability * 
jfinducing his Highness the Imaum of Muscat, and the Arab chiefs In tlie Gtiu, 
to prohibit the traflRc in slaves altogether, and to communicate to you the foA- 
lowing observations and instructions thereon. 

2. Although the Government entertains little hope of putting an end to this 
execrable traffic in the Gulf, yet I am desired to request that you will, as far 
js may be in your power, oppose any case of enormity that falls within your 
notice, and that you will on all occasions express to the Arab chiefs the detes- 
tation with which the British Government behold, in the slave trade, the un- 
offending inhabitants of any country forcibly taken from their homes, and 
separated for ever from their parents, connexions, and people, and carried off to 
be sold as slaves to strangers in a distant land. 

The Government will await your further report on the subject, as stated in 
thy letter of the 9th December last. 

I Havn AtP 

(signed) J. P. WiUougMy, 

Bombay Castle, 6 March 1838. Secretary to Government. 


To J". P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government. 


Residency in the Persian Gulf, Bushire, 
jittcal Depart- Sir, 28th February 1838. 

, In advertence to Captain Ilennell’s letter, dated 2<tth Septem- 

nmmg to form» letter, sub- bcr (No. 84 of 1837). in this department, relative to a complaint by 

m of a numbC"ofVoung femalw a person named Abdulla Bin Awaz, of a number of young women 

an the Barbarah coast, and for- having been carried away from the coast of Barbarah by traders 

»ding translated extracts of let* to that quarter of the Joasmee tribe, and of his having been 

*s relative to the same subject. robbed and maltreated himself while proceeding to recover, if 

possible, tho^ Unfortunate individuals, I have the honour to 
forward, for the information iif the Right honourable the Governor in Council, 
)(«)and( 3 ). the accompanying translated extracts of letters from the Government agents 
at Muscat and Shargah. 

Klulinh Bin Awas’s accosa- accusation of Abdullah Bin Awaz is principally, if not entirely, 

^ against the Joasmees er- directed against the Joasmees, both as regards the abduction of the 
neous, or mea^ have been young woman and the maltreatment of himself; but, as far as has 
and ot concealing die truth, been ascertained, that tribe either happens to be innocent of the 
offences with which it is charged, or means have been found of concealing the 
triuh from the Government agent. 

fidence afforded of a traffic the documents iiow forwarded however, it would appear 

young females from the evident that a disgraceful traflic in young females, probably both by 
utbarah coast to the ports in steaRb and purchase, is carried on from the Barbarah coast, not only 
ePeniian Gulf. territorie.s of the Joasmees but every port of consequence in the 

it Persian Gulf. 


^ subjeefii of the Koweet 
ilty ofoBAct which the ninth 
treaty with the 


atedj|||#p decJaies to 
- ■ %acy,, 


e Koweet **' Enclosure 3, evidence is adduced of an act which; if its tnith 
1 the ninth could be satisfactorily established, the ninth article of the treaty with 
r with the the pacificated Arabs would, I conceive, warrant its being viewed and 
iccJaies to treated as an act of piracy ; but the ebief^of Koweet, against whose 
subjects the information is Rti’nished, is not a member of that treaty. 

.5. lam not well aware of the ktata of those unfortunate careattotes'j^ 

: ' '’V to 




■■ , , , , 

fr^ ‘pedf^ct^'and' ciotapt :1^itoc^<''^!|tkv^ 
vfbljsiettba ; conseqoeMty, those conveyed to the Persian Giilf, ilinst he 
dlh’^ 'ilkidniappisd'^c^ JJurdnased'^i^fMle p!risonei*sof'war, a practice to which, even 
in the eyes of the generality of IViaboinedam, a degree of moral turpitude 
attaches, 'which, if insisted on, would tend considerably to diminish the evil’} 
and 1 conceive that no means which can with propriety be used ouglit to be 
omitted of circumscribing, and, if possible, abolishing a traffic in itself most 
Oflfebsive, and probably rendered doubly grievous from its proving an incentive 
to vyar and all its concomitant miseries. 

6. No communication has yet been addressed to any of the parties >suppoaed 
to be implicated, as the subject appears to offier a favourable opportunity fear 
*' introducing the question of abolishing all traffic in slaves on the part of the 
Arab chiefs or those under their authority, as directed by Mr. Chief Secretary 
Wathen's letter of the 30th October last. 
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ject to 
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A favoarable C{ 
portunity tboUi 
to offer for iivtr 
ilucing tile subj 

ft l\rsTi f tjl'tn 


I have, &c. 

(signed) %\ Mackenzie, 
Acting Assistant in charge of the Residency 
in the Persian Gulf. 


- (!•) 

Translated Extract of a liETTxn from the Agent at Muscat to the Actipg 
Assistant in the charge of the Residency in the Persian Gu^, dated 
Shaban, or 30th November 1837. 

Relative to the acts ofJoasmecs, in the direction of Sowahib, on the coast of 
Baibarah, I have made much inquiry, and I have heard that the Joasmees the 
past season brought some young girls, Abyssinian and Sootnalee, but it i^‘ 
reported that they purchased them with money. I made inquiries from some 
men from Lingah, and they said that they did bring four or five young girls 
from Soomal. On the 26tli, Rajib a llagarah, from Shargah, arrived, on board 
of which were some friends, of whom I made inquiry ; they replied 
that they did bring some of tliose young girls to Sliai-gah, Rasiikhymah, and 
Ajman, but that they purchased them. Also the sons of AH Bin Atek went as 
passengers in the bugla of Salim al Aweed, and there are with them four or 
five young girl.s from Soomal, but they did not sell them on the Oman coast ; 
they proceeded to Busrah, there to dispose of them. The batil of Ben Famj 
was also in their fleet. So far as I have been able to learn, this affair is not un- 
founded, but is not true to the extent stated of 233 young girls, apparently only 
20 or SO. 

rfrue extract) ^ 

(signed) T. Mackenzie, 

Acting Assistant in charge, &c. 


( 2 .) 

Translated Extract of a Letter from the Agent at Sargah to the Acting 
Assistant in charge of the Residency in the Persian Gulf , dated 13th Rama- 
zan, or 12th December 1837. 

States, that during the last three months he has been endeavouring to procure 
information relative to the circumstances complained of by tlie person from 
Barbarah (Abdulla Bin Awaz,) but that as yet he has not bceu able to 
learn anything of the matter; that he is not aware of any one of the name, 
of Khamis, a subject of Sultan Bin Suggur, who trades, in the direction of 
Muscat y that there is a person named Ssdmeen Bin Khatuis; but that he is not 
a man who would be guilty of such an act (plundering Abdulla Bin Awaz, as 
stated by himself) ; expresses his surprise that such a statement should have. 
«heen ipade by Abdulla Hh AWaz, sit Busbire, asiie (agent) at£^|h«illli.hy-jl 
■ , AgS. oca'-’ ....... • 





cbM««te» fe m 


jected to by Kbiwi^ bijly stating tl 


t W'fUA 'blMli sub* 
^i^^y^ra^theat^'ects 


of Soltan, Bin Suggpor, and others beside from Batarah^ &c. have been'tiS j&e 
habiJ of ill the direction of 'Borbttrclb^' an^'ijteaUng iivoibeoi (be 

pretbttob df marriage, and fcoii veying them to their oivn country for sale $ that 
it is true they are brought from that quarter for sale at Bussorab, coast of - tbO' 
province of Pars, &c., but that those who do bring th^^asseif that they are 
^ iAbyssinians ; that it is difficult to distinguish betWeen the two, as the 
colour Of the Abyssinian and Soomal is the same : that women are purcbOted 
af Barbarah, which cotmtry is not like other countries, having forts, doors, &c« ;* 
the chiefs drf that quarter also do hot have custom-houses, See., nor know what 
may be imported or exported. About half a fur sakh intervenes between their 
places (towns), and most of ihem are thieves and mischief-makers. When ' 
traders yisit that quarter they arrive at night, and land their goods at night, 
so that no one knows what is brought by them; when they leave, in like 
manner they take their departure at night, and no one knows what they 
carry along with them. It is stated that two women from Barbarah are now 
in Shargali, and the remainder have been sent to Koit and Bussorah. 

(True extract.) 

(sighed) T. Mackenzie, 

Acting Assistant in charge, &c. 


(3.) 

Translated Extract of a Letter from the Agent at Muscat to the Acting 
Assistant in charge of the Residency in the Persian Gulf, dated 28th Showal, 
or 25th January !838. 

Relative to Abdoollah Bin Awaz, Soomalee, be arrived on board of a Bharhun 
bugla on the 20th instant. He waited on me, and reported the incidents that 
had befallen him. He came a second time, and stated that some of the young 
women he is in search of were in Muscat, and requested permission to go and 
find them, which I granted him. In the course of a couple of days he 
returned, and said that he had discovered one of the young women. I desired 
him to bring her, that I might make inquiry relative to the affair ; which being 
done, she stated that she was a Soonialic, and that she was from Bai'barah j 
that orie of the people of Soor, called Alley Bin Seyed Bin Isa, stole her ; that 
he was the navigator on board a vessel belonging to Koweet, commanded by an 
Abysshiian called Mahaboob, who gave them permission to seize whomsoever 
they could ; that she with seven others were carried away and conveyed, first 
to Boor and afterwards to Muscat ; that she was taken to the sons of Bin Isa 
and Amber Thabh, who discovered that she was a Soomalie, and did not want 
her ; afterwards, that she was kept for some time at Sidab (place near Muscat); 
that another is in possession djf Ahmed Bin Seuf Bin Hansel, of Muttra, and is 
married to one of his servants ; and a third in the hands of the sister of Jawil, 
in Muttra, who has been seen by Abul Nibble Beloochie ; where the remainder 
are she does not know. Abdullah Bin Awaz having made inquiry regarding 
the one who was with the sister of Jawie, w’as informed that she had been sold ; 
the one in the hands of Ahmed Bin Seif still remains with him. I recommended 
Abdualla Bin Awaz to remain in JMuscat until the arrival of the resident ; but 
lie said that the season would be over, airid that between him and Captain 
Hennell there w'as an agreement. I myself made inquiry of people from Koit, 
and they stated that that boat was the property ofYacoob Bin Ghanum, Koitee, 
and that she was commanded by his slave. Of those eight young women, four 
were sold beuvecn Soor and Soohar, and the remaining Four weni: to Koit, 
where they (the crew of the bUgla) were questioned about the affair, and they 
replied that they had pur<shased them with money. 

(TrUe'e^ract.) ' ' ' \ . 

, (sighejl) T.Mdclienzie, 

Acting Assisutit in charge, y, 

^ (Time eppies.),, . , , \ 

. > (signed) MacMfifiie, ■ < r 

Vt Act!^ Assist^ in chatge. of tlie Reside in the Persian Gdl& 



- vX'A|cdyirect«idtto ftcktiowledge the receipt cf Mr, 

98th F^ruary last, on the subject of the slave, trade carried on at the poj^ta iUi 
Persian Gulf, and to inform you tliat the Right honourable the Governor, iiaf 
Council veicy; ihuch fears that little can be done to effect the suppression of ihja. 
nefarious traffic, but that as long as a hope remains, Government are, una^illii^ 
to abandon it ; you are therefore requested to submit your opinion iu detail on 
^he points adverted to in the dbmmunication now acknowledged, and at the same 
time suggest any measures which may occur to you as likely to mitigate the evil. 

• I have, &c. 


(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, 16 April 1838. Secretary to Governmenti 


To J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government of Bombay. Ko. 7. 


Sir, 

With reference to my letters to your address, under date the 24th September Political Dfpnrt- 
1837, and 10th January 1838, both in this department, I have the honour to ®cnt. 
report for the information of the Right honourable the Governor in Council, that , 
the information which my inquiries have elicited during my recent visits to 
Muscat and the Arabian coast, touching the complaint of a person named Ab- 
doollah Bin Iwaz, of the abduction of a number of girls from the coast of Bar- 
bara, all tends to confirm the opinion expressed by Mr. Mackenzie in the 2d, 3d, 

4th, and 5th paragraphs of his despatch (No. 6, Political Department,) dated the 
28th February 1838. 

2. Although unable to bring any positive or direct proof against the subjects 
of Shaik Sultan Bin Sug^ur, still I am inclined to concur in the general opinion 
entertained in the Gulf, that instances of free persons being kidnapped aud 
brought away for sale from the coast of Barbara, do sometimes occur among the 
Joasmees; I therefore considered it my duty to introduce the subject on the occa- 
sion of the interview held with their chief on the 17th instant. After touching 
generally upon the complaint preferred against his subjects by Abdoollah Bin 
Iwaz last year, I expressed, in the strongest possible terms, the indignation felt 
by the Government on learning that such an infamous and nefarious practice 
had been carried on ; although so expressly forbidden by the ninth article of the 
treaty subscribed by the independent Arabian chieftains of the Gulf. The 
shaik, after a general denial of the accusation, and affirming that the subjects of 
his Highness the Imaum, and those of Koweet, were the individuals principally 
concerned in this traffic, endeavoured to convince me that he was fully impressed 
with the wickedness and enormity of such proceedings ; and went on to say, 
that to prevent the possibility of any of his people participating in them, he had 
■dispatched his confidential meerza to Zanzibar for the purpose of entering into 
arrangements with his Highness the Imaum of Muscat, to the effect that in future 
no vessels from the Joasmee ports should be permitted to visit the African coast 
without carrying a special written authority from himself; that upon the arrival 
of such vessels in any of the possessions of the Imaum, his Highness, or his 
tenem, slionld assign a fixed place for the residence of their crews during their 
Stay ; add further, that upon their return to the Gulf, the n;ikoda of each 
boat would be required to 'produce a written document, under, the seal of his 
Highness, certifying that his crews had conducted themselves Vith peace and 
quietness, and that none of his people had been guilty of stealing or surrep- 
titiously carrying away slaves, cither hy force or fraud. The shaik added, that 
to enforce these propositions, he had offered the Imaum full, authority to {ninish 
to the utmost extent every one of his subjects who might be guilty of their 
infractioti. I replied, that this proof of the sincerity of his sentiments was 
satisfactory; and as it was now evident that we had both the same object in , 
view, he could have no to afford lui'ODiisent to any further arrange- > 

sfjS*. c c 3' " meotv^ 
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menti) which might tend to put m 6h<i to the attp^iouf praoti^cp (SoiiiipUtnfed of ; 
I theteforc recrnnmended that be should otmcede to our cih^is^rs the right of 
searching and detaining bis vessels upon the high seas, in all cases whefe their 
crews were open to the suspicion of being engaged in the kidnapping of slaves ; 
and at the same time to admit the further right of seizing and confiscating them 
, in case these suspicions proved to be well founded. Upon the ^hfuk unfa^i- 
tatingiy expressing his acquiescence, 1 produced the agreement (l^of which the 
accompanying is a copy) ; after making his moonshee read it afoud, ho alGKxed 
his sem to tw'o copies, one of which he retained himself^ and the other is now 
depositeti in the records of tlie residency. • 

3. It will be observed by the Right honourable tlie Governor in Council, that 
the document above referred to does not in the slightest degree bind the 
Government or pledge it to any specific line of policy with rei’erence to the ^ 
slave trade, while it is something gained towards a check, and may at a future* 
period form the basis of more general and comprehensive negotiations for the 
suppression of this detestable traffic. 

4f. In doin^ myself the honour to intimate that a similar agreement to the 
one above referred to has been signed by Shaik Rashecd Bin Hummed, Shaik 
Mookhtoom Bin Butye, and Shaik Khulla Fa Bin Shackbool, the chiefs of Ejraan, 
Dabye, and .Abootliabie, and expressing a hope that the steps I have taken may 
be honoured by the approval of the Right honourable the Governor in Council, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) S. JIenne% 

Residency in the Persian Gulf, Officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

Bushire, *^8 April 1838. 


Akticle of Agreement entered into by Shaik SooUan Bin SugguVt dated 
Shargah, the UlSd Muhurreera, a.h. 12.54, or 17 ih April, a.i>. *1838. 

In the event of vessels connected with my ports, or belonging to my subjects, 
coming under the suspicion of being employed in the carrying off (literally, 
stealing) and embarkation of slaves, men, women or children, 1, Sultan Bin 
Snggur, shaik of the Joasmee tribe, do hereby agree to their being detained and 
searched whenever and wherever they may be fallen in with on the seas by the 
cruisers of the British Government ; and further that, upon its being ascertained 
that the crews have carried off (literally, stolen) and embarked slaves, their 
vessels shall be liable to seizure and confiscation by the aforesaid cruisei's. 

Sealed (l.s.) 
by Sooltan Bin Suggur. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) S. Hennelly 
Officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


To the Officiating Resident in the Persian Guy". 


No. 8. 


Sir, 


>litic8l Depart- 
eot. 


I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 28th 
April last (No. 15), w'ith its enclosures, on the subject of kidnapping slaves from 
the coast of’Barbarra by the Joasmees, and to inform you that the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council highly approves of your having entered 
into an agreement with the chief of thp tribe for permitting our cruisers to 
settreh and detain his vessels upon the high seas in all cases when their crews 
al^ open to the suspicion of being engaged in the kidnapping of slaves, and to 
v:(i!|||^cate such vessels in case such suspicions proved to be well founded. 

/ fif Thc Governor in Council instructs me to request that you will stjll act 
, according to the instructions of dovernaaent conveyed to you in Mr. Se<iretary 
^ Willoughby’s 



4 AH*. IS i? UK 11 & 1^9 

WUlouighby*B letter, ^»ted the l6th of April last, on the subject of the slave 
Ixadecarried oh. ^t the pq^ in tba, I*erswn Gulf. 

* I have, &c. 

(signed) L. R. Reid, 

Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 

)Sombay Castle, 11 July 1838. 


(True copies.) 


(signed) J,. R. Reid, 

Acting Chief Secretary. 


Obd£ked, That a copy of the foregoing despatch from the acting chief secre- 
tary to the Government of Bombay be transmitted to tlie Judicial Department 
of the Government of India, in order that it may be communicated to the Law 
Commission, to whom the consideration of the question of slavery in India and 
the adjacent countries has been referred. 

(IVue extract.) 

(signed) It. V. Bayley, 

. Assistant Secy to Govcrunient of India. 


(No. 48.) 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Honourable the President in Council, in 
the Political Department, under date the 22d August 1838. 


To H. T. Prinsep, Esq. Officiating Secretary to Government, Political Depart- 
ment, Fort William. 


Sir, 

1 AM desired by the Right honourable the Governor-general of India to forward 
to you the accompanying copy of a letter and of its enclosures from the acting 
chief secretary to Government at Bombay, dated the 30th ultimo, and to request 
that they may be laid before the Law Commission for consideration, when the 
subject of slavery generally shall occupy their attention. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to Government of India 
Simla, 19 July 1838. with the Governor-general. 


(No. 1250.) 

To the Secretary with the Right honourable the Govern or- general of India ; 

Camp. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you, for the purpose of being laid before the liight honourable the Governor- 
general of India, copy of ® despatch from the political agent in Katt(!<^war, 
dated the Ist of December last, regarding a girl of about seven years of age, sold 
to a chief of Kattcewar, by her father, together with copy of a minute recorded 
by the Bight honourable the Governor, dated the 2d instant, on the occasion, 
concurred in by the civil members of Government. 

I hav^i &c. 

(si^ed) .Jb. R. Reid, 

Acting Chief ^cretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, SO June 1838. 

: . .338. C C 4 ’ fc 
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(No. 437 of 1838 .) ,, ■■• 

To if I P, ,jl^llQUffhby, E»q.' Secretary to Gove^iwneint^ Bosmhajf^ , 

Sir, ' ■ - / 

I nXv^ tbq honour to report, for the information of tixe Right honourable the 
Govermor in Council, that on the 1 6th Jnly last , a man named Spom Bheema, 
serving a^s a puggee with Captain Bury, superintendent of his Highn^ the 
Guicowar’s contingent of horse, in this province, applied to me for the restoration 
of a girl of about seven ycjars of age, stated h}’^ him tt) be then in the possession of 
Jareja BoongJijcc, the chief pf Klierusera, "to whom it appeared she hajl been 
sold by his ncplrew, a discharged horse-keeper of the 1st Regiment Light Cavalry 
of this presidency. 

2. The statement of the applicant is briefly as follows, and a copy of his 
deposition is herewith annexed : — Some time in 1834, his nephew, a widow'cr, with 
a female child of about four years of age to support, was discharged from his 
situation as a horse-keeper of the cavalry then at this station. He knows 
nothing of the fate of the father, but the daughter he has just discovered in the 
person of a slave girl ol' tin* Khcerusra chief. 

3. .Tareja Dooiigurjee admits, according to the deposition given on his part 
by Jareja Jateejee, one of his bhyad, copy of which is also annexed, tJiat a girl 
of about four years of age, having been ottered in Rajeote by her father, about 
two years prior to the date; of his statement, to any person w'ho would promise to 
take care of her, he, unwilling to accept tlie child without some remuneration to 
the. parent, paid the sum of 70 korees for her, iutendin.g ito make a present of her 
to his daughter on her marriage-day, agreeably to the customs of all Rajpoots 
who can afford to purchase female slaves for such occasions. 

4. Taking into consideration, at this stage of my proceedings, that I had no 
direct authority to interfere witli the system of domestic slavery universally fos- 
tered by our tributaries in this [)rovince, though Government had publicly declared 
by proclamation against the importation of African slaves for tlic purpose of 
tramc, I at first felt a good deal, of hesitation in admitting the complaint of Soora 
Blieemaj| as one on my part properly recognizable ; but considering that this case 
was one fit to be brought to the notice of the Right honourable the Governor 
in Council, for the purpose of soliciting the Honourable Board’s instructions as 
to the expediency of discountenancing the bam;ful system of slavery, as far as we 
could, 1 dir(^cted Jareja Doongurjee to produce the girl, and after having satis- 
fied myself that she was the identical child claimed by Soora Bheema, as. his 
nephew’s daughter, 1 gave her back to the Khcerusra chief, with the strictest 
iiijuTictious to treat her kindly, till 1 had obtained the orders of (jiovei'umcnt as to 
her future disposal. 

6. To place Govenimeut in possession of information rctiuisite to enable the 
Right honourable the Governor in Council to decide upon the cxj>cdiency of 
interfering in this subject, considered aljstractcdly from the right or the pro- 
priety, I huv<! endeavouriid to oJ)tain a tolerably correct list of the aggregate 
miini)er of slaves, male and female, imported as well as local, in the province. 
A table, showing the n'sult as accurately as lias been practicable, is appended, 
showing the immense number of 5,338 in ah average jiopulation of a million 
and a half of inhaliitants. 

Although I huv(^ discouraged tlic practice of buying and selling children as 
far as 1 could, without direct interference, I am not "inclined to recommend that 
the British Government should, in the present infant state of civilization of the 
community, consider itself bound to restore or set at liberty the child, without 
tin; purcliase-money being refunded ; a proclamation setting forth the feeling of 
the tJovemment on the subject, might be attended with good effects, strongly- 
recommending*the chiefs and others to discontinue the practice, as it would, even 
if not obeyed for the present, serve to demonstrate the feelings of tlie British. 
GovernraCTit on such a subject, and pave the way for more cftectnal steps for its 
prevention at a future period, when they can be taken In hand With better pros- 
pects of success. 

7. A well devised plan for the arbitration of individuals, for the purpose of 
allowing slaves to purchase their manumission, 'might be adopted without breaking 

f in on the system at once ; and should Government coincide with me as to the pro- 
V# prietyr 
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priety of the British Gk)venHnent taking some notice of, the subject, tliis will Uo. 7 . * 

probably be the best plan to pursue. BOM M AY; 

8 . In h community like that existing in tliis province, the evils attendant on 
the degrading practice of slavery are felt in a very mitigated degree. The slaves 
are for the most part well treated, in fact in all probability better than servants, 
the masters and mistresses having an obvious interest in their welfare,^ and the 
conttnst between the condition of a slave and a freeman in this uncivilized com- 
munity is of a very diiferent degree from that in other parts of the world, where 
the inestimable benefits of liberty are so deeply and justly prized. 

• I have. See. 

• (signed) James Erskine, Political Agent. 

• Kattewar, Political Agent’s Office, 

Camp Simree, 1 Dec. 1837. 


No. 1 . 

Rqjcote, 15 July 1837. 

Deposition of Puggee Sccra Sheema, of Hindoo Kolee caste, aged about 46 
years, inhabitant of the village of Kallapua of the Cheewall Pursunna, now living 
in the camp of Rajeote, servant of Mr. Bury, taken in the presence of James 
Erskine, esq. political agent in Katteewar : — About three years ago my ne,phew, 
named Ravro, came with the Ist Regiment Light Cavalry to this country ; he had 
brought along with him his wife and two daughters, one about 1 8 months old, 
and the other about four years of age ; his wile died during the journey, and a 
short time after the youngest girl also died ; on his arrival at Rajeote, my 
nephew then being employed as a saees* in the regiment, was bit by a liorse inliis * Horsc-kecper. 
thigh, which being broke, he was sent to a hospital. His elder daughter, named 
Wuktoo, remaining destitute, 1 do not know' what hapjw'ned, whether she was 
sold or what ; several days after my nephew was discharged, and I knew not where 
he went away. I yesterday went with my master to Kheerusra, wliere I hap- 
pened to see ray nephew’s daughter in the durbar of the said village. I hope the 
surkar will have compassion, and cause the poor girl to be restored to me. 


No. 2 . 

Jareja .lETTEiiJiiE, onc of the bhayads of Kheerussra, being sent by Jareja 
Doongurjee of Kheerussra, on his part dejrascs as follow-s, before J. Erskine, esrj. 
political agent, Katteewar: — About tw'o years ago, a kobe, nam(>d Ramlo, was 
going about with a daughter of his, about four years of age, in the town of 
Rajeote, and said that the gill’s mother wa.s dead, and if anybody would take 
her to cherish, he would give her to him, as he could not maintain her. 

The aforesaid Jareja Doongurjee and I, then living in Rajeote, the kobe came to 
our quarters, Jareja Kotheejee of Rajeote and .Jareja Samat Siuggee of Mengnee 
then wt!re sitting with us. They told Doonggurjee to take the girl, as he would 
require some one in the marriage of his daughters, and if the girl lives she will 
answer the purposi;. Doongurjee said he would not keep her in this way, but if 
the father would take a few korees in exchange for her,* he w'ould take her witli 
pleasure, upon which he paid 70 korees to the father and took her ; ho also took 
security from the father, tliat if any disturbance took place in this case, the 
security would be responsible.' Kobe Kalee and Kole Chundo, of the village of 
Ratica of the Kcrussra Talocha, stood security to that efteet; these two are’now' 
imprisoned in the gaol. We have also got a writing upon the subject. 

Four or five days ago, Puggee Soora coming with the saheb, he said that the 
girl was his nephew’s daughter ; we were* ordered to bring thewgirl, and slic is at 
present here ; she is now called Veerooree. 

(True translations.) 

(signed) James Ersiine, Political Agent. 
238. D D 
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No. 3. 

List of Slaves m Kattewar, 25th August. 


c 

ft 

s 

sa 


Africans. 

Natives 

of 

India. 

Domestics 
commonly called 
KUenassa. 

To 

it 

tal in tlic 

Districts. 

grand total. 

1 Ai..OOKAS. 

m 

Males. 

*c3 

B 

(U 

Total. 

a> 

Females, 

*3 

.o 

#> 

(n 

a> 

n 

0 
'es 

1 

Total. 

Of Black. 

Of Natives. 

Of Kfarasra. 


Thaelawoh : 














1 

Drangradra - 

3 

6 

9 


- 

- 

3 00 

100 

200 





‘2 

IJinrci*. - - 

5 

6 

11 


- 

- 

100 

100 

200 





3 

Wild wan 

5 

7 

12 

u 

- 

- 

300 

200 

500 





4 

Choora - - 

2 

3 

5 


- 

* 

25 

20 

45 





5 

Soyle - - 


1 

1 

P 

- 

- 

25 

25 

50 





6 

\V ankancer - 

30 

12 

22 

1-^ 

- 

- 

75 

50 

125 





7 

ThanLncter- 

2 

3 

5 

- 


- 

60 

50 

100 

06 


1^220 



IIallar : 










. 




1 

Ncwaiinggur 

60 

60 

110 

'I ® 

• 

- 

200 

200 

400 





2 

lliijcotr • - 

o 

1 

3 

U 

• 

• 

40 

25 

66 





3 

Ciroonvlal 

15 

15 

30 

f'e 

- 

- 

260 

260 

500 





4 

Dhundf) 

5 

6 

10 

ifc. 

- 

- 

25 

26 

50 

153 


1,015 



MuTCnoo PtJNTA : 














1 

Marvoc - - 

10 

12 

22 




75 

.50 

125 





2 

Malba * - 

3 

3 

(> 

J5 

- 

- 

20 

16 

35 

28 


160 


1 

Piirchunder - 

15 

15 

30 

Do. 


- 

100 

100 

200 

30 

“ 

200 



Gouellwar ; 














1 

Bhownnggur 

50 

60 

no 

o 

• 

- 

500 

500 

1000 





o 

Pak'dana 

8 

7 

15 


- 

- 

50 

50 

100 





3 

lAittee - - - 

4 

8 

12 

s 

* 

- 

25 

15 

40 

276 

“ 

2,59d 


i 

Walla . 

- 

- 

- 


- 

" 

50 

60 

100 

130 


1,240 



Saubutt: 














1 

1 nuiagliur - 

GO 

50 

100 

200 

200 

400 








o 

TJatwa - - - 

10 

H 

18 

50 

32 

82 








3 

1 

Minigral] 

7 

8 

15 

13 

12 

25 

m 

•• 


133 

507 



1 

MlSCEELANKOl'S : 






j 









Katteer Chief, &c. 

226 

225 

450 



1 




450 












Total - 


006 

507 

1 3,835 

6,338 


(signed) James JErskine^ 

Political Agent* 


Uni)iiiiED,That a c<)}»y of the foregoing des])atcli from the Deputy Secretary to 
Ciovcnniu ut of India with the (*overnor-gcneral, he transmitted to the .Tudicitfl 
Department df the Governnuuit of India, in continuation of the extract from this 
depaii tnent, dated the 15th instant (No. 4f>). 

(A true'cxtract.) 

(signed) II. V, Bayley, 

Assistant Secretary to Govoniment of India. 
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. 661.) 

From T. H. Maddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to tlie Government of India, 
to J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to tlie Government of Bombay, dated 
3 Septcrnboi' 1838." 

Sir, 

>• 

The letter from the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, dated Legislative Depart* 
30tli^October 1837, regarding traffic in slaves, the subject of which is continued n»«nt. 
in your letter to the Secretary ^o the Governor-general of India, dated the *26th 
December 1837, and the (mclosures of both letters, hav(^ been under the consi- 
deration *of the Honourable the President in Council, to whom th(j sentiments of 
^he Right honourable, the Governor on the subj<*ct of these refercmces have also 
been communicated, and I am directed to state for the information of the 
Honourable the Governor in Council of Bombay, that till the necessity and 
expediency of the provisions recommended by the Government of Bombay are 
made evident, the Honourable the President in Council must hesitate ere he 
proewds to legislate on this very difficult and delicate subject.' 

a. The particular cases adduced by the Government of Bombay to show the 
necessity of any such Acts as that proposed, arc exciiedingly weak; and before 
legislating with a view to the su|)pression of the traffic in slaves, the President 
in Council would desire to know whether such traffic is actually carried on at the 
ports within the Company’s territories. The Bondtay Govc'rinncut is tln‘refore 
requested to furnish furtln*r particulars on this point, and to state ail the 
instances that may have <»ccurr<Ml of tht* discovery of stich traffic. 

3. I arn also tlesired to request that the Governor in Coinieil of Bombay will 
be so gooil as to state whether in liis opinion it would be sufficient and effica- 
cious as a reniedy, if the power proposed to be conferred by tlie Act were limited 
to seizures on shore before the imported slaves are removed to the interior, and 
still more, wh('ther the object in view would be completely attained if the powttr 
were extended to harbours. 

, I have, &c. 

(signed) T, H. Maddock, 

Fort William, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 

3 September 1838. 



No. 7 . 

BOMB Ay. 

■> - 

No. 15. * 


(No. 337.) 

From T. H. Maddock, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the. Governm»mt of hidia, to * 

J. Pearson, Esej. Advocate-general, dated 3 September 1 «38. 

Sir, 

An ap])li cation having been ma<le to the Supreme Government by the Gov<!rn- i^epi^lative Depart- 
ment of Bombay for the passing an Act, a draft of wliich is c;nelosed with copy menu 
of the despatch from Bombay for your information, for tin- suj)pre 8 sion of th<‘ 
traffic of slaves, wduch is supposed to be carried on to some exteiU. on the coasts 
of Arabia, and the ports within the territories of the Honourable East India 
Company, the Honourable the President in Coiiueil, appreliendiug that tin; 

Supreme Government of India cannot legislate either for tlie ports of indepen- 
dent powers or for the high seas, and that, it is oidy competent to the Governor- 
general in Council to legi.slate for jilaces within the Company’s territories, has 
Te.solv<;d, before; proceeding to legislate em this question, to avail himself of your 
opinion as to the competency of the Government of India to legislate in the 
manner projmsed by tlie advOcate-geiieral at Bombay; and as to the extent of 
the Company’s territories upon the sea.s beyond the limits of tlie ^a- 8 hor(;s, as 
well in the case of harbours, or between headlands, as otherwise; and I arn 
directed to re(|ue 8 t that you will submit your opinion on the subject as soon as 
may be convenient to you. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) T. II. Maddock, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 



Council Chamber, 
3 Sept. 1888. 
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• No. 7* _ 

jBO H B A Ejctiiact from the PROCEsmiros of the Honourable the President of the Council 
of India in Council, in the Legislative Department, dated the llth February 
‘ No. 6. J839. 

(No. 11.) 

Extract from the Proceedinjjs of the Honourable the President in Council, in 
the Political Department, under date the 80th January 1839. 

(No. 2379.) 

To the Secretary to the Governor-general of India. 

Sir, Bombay Castle, December 1838. 

Political Depart- With reference to my letter dated the llth July last, forwarding copies qf 
inent. ^ * correspondence regarding the slave trade carried on at the ports in the Persian 
Gulf, and of your reply thereto, daUtd the 6th August following, I am directed 
to transmit to j^ou, for submission to the Right' honourable the Cjovemor-gencral 
of India, tlie accompanying copy of a further communication from the President 
at Bushire, dated the 3a September last, submitting his opinion on the subject, 
and suggesting moasnrf;s deemed by him likely to mitigate the evil of the 
traffic in question in those quarters, tc^cther with copy of my reply thereto, of 
this date. 

I have, &c. 

(sigJicd) J. Pi Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 


(No. 72 of 1838.) 


To J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government of Bombay. 


Political Depart- 
ment. 




Sir, 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter (No. 1846), in this department, 
under date the llth July 1838, approving of the agreement entered into by 
Sultan Bin Sugger, prohibiting the kidnapping of slaves from the coast of 
Barbarra, and fiirthcr directing me to act according to the instructions of the 
Government, conveyed in your letter of the 18th April last. 

2. The instreutions thus referred to, I conclude, are those directing me 
to submit my opinion in detail on the points adverted to in Mr. Mackenzie’s 
communication, dated the 28th February 1838, and at the same time to suggest 
any measures which might occur to me as likely to mitigate tlie evil of the 
slave tnide carried on in those quarters. 

3. For the convenience of reference I shall proceed to notice the several 
subfects alluded to by Mr. Mackenzie, by <lrawing them up in one column, and 
making such remarks as they appear to call for on the opposite side. 


1st. Mr. Mackenzie states, that with On this point I have already re- 
reference to the accusation of Abdoolla ported to the Government, that in the 
Bin Iwas, against the Joasmees, re- absencxi of direct proof against the sub- 
garding their abduction of a number jucts of Sheik Sultan Bin Sugger, I was 
of his countrymen, and their maltreat- of opinion that instances of free persons 
ment of himself, it would appear, cither being stolen and brought away for sale 
the tribe were innocent of the charge, had sometimes occurred among the 


.Toasmees, and it was this chiefly which 
led me to enter into the agreement 
with the members of the general treaty, 
prohibiting the stealing lor purposes of 
traffic, not merely of free persons, but 
those coming under the denomination 
of slaves, whether men, women, or chil- 
dren. Mr. Mackenzie is right in stating, 
that this traffic in young women does 
exist iu all the principal ports, but the greatest part of tliese fe- 
males consists of negroes, wfth a few Abyssinians, procured by pur- 
chase, and who are considered by the Mahomedan faith as legi- 
timate 


or had found means of concealing the 
truth from the Government agent at 
Shargah. 

2d. That it w’ould appear that a dis- 
graceful traffic in young females, pro- 
bably both by stealili aud purchase, is 
carried on not only in the territories 
of the Joasmees, but every port of con- 
sequence in the Persian Gulf. 
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timate bondswomen. Instances have, as stated before, taken place 
of "Somalees” being brought for sale, but they are rare; and in 
• some of the ports on the Persian coast, were the circumstance to 

come to the knowledge of the chief, tlicy would be immediately 
set at liberty. 

3d. That had the Sheik of Koweet Unquestionably the proceedings of 
been a member of the general treaty the subjects of the Sheik of Koweet, in 
entered into By Sir W. G. Keir with the stealing the seven Soomalee girls from 
pacificated Arabs, the conduct of some the coast of Barbarrah, as reported by 
of his subjects in kidnapping Sooma- the native agent at Muscat, would come 
lees would, by the Uth article of that under the 9 th article of the general 
agreement, have come under the deno- treaty, and as such be considered as 
mination of piracy. piracy ; but the ruler of Koweet is not 

a member of the treaty in question, and moreover calls himself 
a dependent of the Turkish Government. I propose, however, 
writing to him on the subject, and requesting him to exert his 
influence to put an end to such atrocities. 

4th. That the Soomalees, from whom In making this observation Mr. Mac- 
a great part of the supply seems to be kenzie, I conclude, means that a great 
drawn, are a free people, and as they part of the supply of those who were 
cannot become slaves without violence, originally “ hour,” or free, is taken 
consequently those conveyed to the from the Soomalees, in contradistinc- 
Persian Ciulf must be either kidnapped tion to the supply of negroes and Abys- 
or purchased while prisoners of war, siiiians, who come under the denomi- 
and that to this practice a dt'grcic of nation of “ abced,” or bondsmen. The 
moral turpitude attaches, which, if in- proportion of the “ Soomalet's” to the 
sisted upon, would tend considerably to two latter is perhaps as one in one 
diminish the evil. • hundred, and the.se are, as Mr. Mac- 

kenzie observes, probably either kidnapped or purchased as pri- 
soners of war. It is certainly true, that by the Mahomedan law 
the sale of free persons as slaves is expressly forbidden, but I 
doubt whether, in fact, any great degree of moral guilt is consi- 
dered to be incurred by Mussulmans who engage in this traffic. 
Those who profess to act up to the texts of the Koran will not 
purchase or sell an individual of this description, but the practice 
of disposing of prisoners of war as bondsmen is not confined to 
Africa. I am myself aware of two instances in this country, in 
which Persian and Arab women and children, taken on the occa- 
sion of the capture of Dundee Dellum by the troops of the Prince 
of Shiraz, and that of Mohumrah by the present Pasha of 
Bagdad, were carried away and sold as slaves. 

5 th. That the subject appears to offer 1 hav<! already, in my letter to Go- 
a favourable opportunity for intro- vernment of the 10th January last, fully 
ducing the question of abolishing all recorded my opinion regarding the im- 
trafiic in slaves on the part of the Ara- practicability of abolishing tlic traffic 
bian chiefs, or those under their au- in slaves on the part of the Arabian 
thority. chiefs, without the pajunent of a large 

sum of money, as ati indemnification for the sacrifice made by 
them in surrendering a practice in no way opposed to their own 
faith, in compliance with the I’cligious views and opinions of 
others. At the same time I expressed my belief, tliat, even were 
this indemnification afforded, causes beyond our control would 
prevent any benefit being derived from its payment. 

4 . The only measures I can suggest as likely to mitigate the evil of this nefa- 
rious traffic, independently of tJic agreement entered into this year by the 
Arabian chiefs, who arc members of the general treaty, viz. thatf of prohibiting 
the kidnapping of slaves, under penalty of the seizure and confiscation of the ves- 
sels of tliose concerned, are, firstly, to endeavour to induce his Highness the 
Imaum to extend the treaty concluded by Captain More8][)y, of His Majesty’s 
ship Menai, in 1822 , so as to include in its provisiems the provinces of Cutch 
and of Kuttywar, an object which would be efiected by extending the line with- 
out which his, Highnesses vessels engaged in the slave trade are liable to seizure, 
from Dill Head, its present limit, to Karachee ; or, in the event of this not being . 

^38. n n 3 attainable^ 
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^o. 7. attainable, to the mouths of the Indus; Secondly, to obtain the consent of the 

Bp M BAY, Arabian chiefs, who are not subjects of Persia or. Turkey, to the adoption of the 

same restrictive line. Thirdly, to have the right of search of all vessels found 

* without the proscribed limits, and open to the suspicion of being engaged in 

tlie slave trade, conceded to us by treaty, on the parts of his Highness the 
Imaum, and the maritime Arabian chiefs. Fourthly, to endeavour to negotiate 
an arrangement, by which the purchase or sale of Soomaletis, or such other inha- 
bitants of the African coast as may come under the Mahomedau ‘denomination 
of boor,” or free, shall be considered as equivalent to an act of piracy, and 
punished accordingly. * 

I have, &c. 

(signed) iS. Hennell, 

Residency iu the Persian Gulf, Resident in the Persian Gulf. • 

Uushire, U September 1 838. 


Minute by the Honourable the Governor, subscribed to by the Board, dated 

2 November 1838. 

With respect to that part of the third paragraph of Captain Hennell’s letter, 
in which he notices Mr, Mackenzie’s remark, that a disgraceful traffic in young 
women is carried on in everj- port of cousequence in the Persian Gulf, it ap}>ears 
to rno highly improbable that the protection secured to the negroes of the Burbara 
coast by the treat}’ with Sir William Grant Keir excludes tlie Abyssinians, many 
of whom are Christians, and have the strongest claim to our protection. The 
resident may report further on this point. Captain Heiiuell’s intention of writing 
to the ruler of Koweet may be approved ; he should not however overlook the 
Abyssinians. 

In regard to the remedial measures formerly suggested by Captain Hennoll, I 
should certainly not be in favour of paying any indemnification. We have already 
pointed out to the Honourable Court the traffic iu Christian slaves carried on iu 
the Red Sea, the suppression of which it i»'*'to be hoped the authorities at home 
will be able to accomplish; and the effectual suppression there will do much to 
remedy the evil. 

With regard to those states which Jiave come under compact to abandon the 
slave trade, the resident can only resort to persuasion, and not to compulsion ; 
and in any new engagements it does not appear why the ports on the coast of 
Mi;kran should not be included. 

The resident should never cease to use his utmost efforts to advance this iin - 
])ortant object of restricting ami suppressing the hateful traffic, on every opening 
that may offer. If nothing furthe.r can be done at pi’esent in mitigation t)f tlie 
evil than is suggesteil inthefourtli paragraph, these measures may be attempt(>.d 
as soon as possible, and it is to be hoped the resident will succeed in carrying 
tbem into effect ; but the Christians of Africa niu.st lie held by us to lie “ free,” 
and should be included, unless any oltstuclc exists not within my knowledge ; 
should there s<.*ein to be any such obstacle, every endeavour should ho used to 
remove it. 

I'lies*- [iroceediiigs should be reported to the Honourable Court and to the 
Cioverument of India. 

(signed) X FarisJi. 

' G, JV. Anderson. 

2 November 1838. X. A. Dmdop. 


(No. 2378 of 1838.) 

‘ To the Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Uonourable the Govi'rnor in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter, dated th<> 3d September last, submitting your opinion upon 
certaih points adverted to b}’ Dr. Mackenzie, in his communication of the 28th 
February 1838, ri'garding the aTiduction of young females from the coast of 
Barbara, and suggesting measures likely to mitigate the evil of the slave trade 
dn Uiose quarters. 

\ 2. With 
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2 . With reference to that part of the third paragraph of your communication 
noticing Mr. Mackenzie’s remark, that a disgraceful traffic in young women is 
carried on in every port of consequence in the Persian Gulf, I am di^aired to 
observe that it appears to Government highly improbable that the protection 
secured to the negroes of the coast of Barbara, under the fawiaty with Sir W. 
Grant Keir, excludes the Abyssinians, iriany of whom are Christians, and have 
the strongest claim to the protection of the British Government ; but upon this 
point, howcvci*, you are requested to favour Government witli your opinion. 

3. Adverting to the remedial measures suggested by you in your letter, dated 
tilt loth January last, I am directed to inform you that the Governor in 
Council is not at all iuclinecl in favour of making pecuniary compensation to 
the Arab chiefs in the Gulf, to induce them to renounce all participation in this 
revolting trade. 

4. With reference, to the last paragraph of your report, I am desired to inform 
you that, in regard to thesis states who have not c;ome nuden- compact to abandon 
the slave trade, measures only of a persuasive nature, and not those of a com- 
pulsory kind, should be resorted to ; and the Governor in Council sees no reason 
why, in au}^ nciw engagonienls which may be made, tlui •j)orts on the coast of 
M uckram should not be included. 

6. I am, on this occasion, desired to request that you will never cease to use 
your utmost exc'rtioiis to advance the important object of restrictiug and sup* 
pressing this hateful traffic, on every opening that may ofler ; au<l if you are still 
of t>pinion that nothing /urthcr cun l)c done at present in mitigation of the evil, 
than is suggested in the fourth paragrapli of your letter, tlu^ Ciovernor in CJouncil 
directs that the measures proposed in this communication be atU'mpted as soon 
as possible, ami which it is hoped you will succeed in carrying into effect. 

e. The African children, however, must be licdd to be free, and should be in- 
cluded in tlur engagement, tinless any obstacle may exist, not now within the 
knowledgi! of Government ; and should any such obslach' appear to exist, you 
are requested to exert every emleavour on your part to remov(>, the same. 

7. Ill conclusion, I am desired to intimate to you, that the Honourable the 
Governor in (Council approves of your intention to write to the ruler of Koweet, 
regarding the proceeding of his subjects in stealing Soomalee gilds from the 
coast of Barbara, and requesting him to exert his influence to put an end to such 
atrocities in future, but 3 'ou are requested not to lose sight of the A byssiiiiaiis. 

1 have, &c. 

Bombaj'^ Castlii, (signed) J. P. Ifillonghhy, 

12 December 1838 . Secretary to Goverament. 

(True copi<?s.) 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 


Orukbed, That a copy of the foregoing dispatches from the Secretary to the 
Government of Bomliay lie sent to the Judicial Department of the Goveruraent 
of India, for communication to the Law Commission. 

(True oxtnict.) 

(signed) //. K Uayley, 

Assistant Secretary to Goviiruiueut of India. 


(No. 40.) 

From li. T, Primep, Esq. Secretary to tlie Government of India, to J. C. C. 
Sutherland, Esq. Seeruiary to the Iniliun Law Commission, dated 11 
February 1830. , 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the President in Council, forward to you, 
for the consideration of the imunlicrs of the Indian LaAV Commission, the accom- 
panying copy of an Extract, Political Department, dated the 30lh ultimo. 

I have, &c. 

Council Chamber, (signed) H. T, P^'hise.p, 

11 February 1838. Secretary to the Government of India. 

i> D 4 V 
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i Mft at n 1 V Extract from the Procbroinos of the Honourable the Pr^ident of the Council 
’ of IfujUa in, Council, in the Legislative Department, dated 4 March 1880* 

(No. 76.) 

Extract from the pROCEEDivoa of the Honourable the President in Council in 
the Political Department, under date 13 February 1839. 

(No. 136 of 1830.) 

To the Sccretarj’^ to the Government ?of Itidia. 

« 

Sir, Bombay Castle, 17 Jan. 1830. • 
Letter from Mons. Fontanier to Captain Guillain, dated I AM directed by the Honourable the Go- 
R ly Oct. 1838. vemor in Council to transmit to you, for the 

f ■ ^“orTcipt of being submitted to the 'Honourable 

|» Minute by the Hon. the Governor, dated lo Nov. 1838. President 111 Council, copies of the docu- 

Summary by the Political Secretaiy, dated 31 Dec. 1838. ments noted in the margin, relative to the traf* 
Letter to the Court of Directors, dated i Jan. 1839. fic in slaves, said to be carried on by vessels 
from the Arabian coast and the Persian Gulf, trading with the Port of 
Bombay. 

I have* &c. 

(signed) J. P. WiUoughby, 

Secretary to the Government. 


PoUUcal Depart* 
aent. 


Sir, 


( 1 .) 


Bombay, 19 October 1838. 


I HAVE received your letter of to-day regarding the slave trade, and I feel so 
much the more desirous to afford you every information on the subject, as the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs thought it advisable to transmit to the Marine De- 
partment sohio observations that I had conveyed to him from Bussora. 1 have 
in effect written three principal complaints : — 

1 . That the slave trade is carried on at Bombay in a manner which, although 
made acquainted with tlie form, 1 cannot estimate the extent, and that it is cer- 
tainly practised with the knowledge of the authorities, who tolerate it. 

2. That this trade is in full activity in the Persian Gulf, where it would have 
been very easy for the Indian authorities to have prevented it, if they had wished 
to do so. 

3. That the navigation regulations followed in India, and which many per- 
sons have assured me are not in harmony with British law, allow this traffic to 
take place under the British flag. 

1st. No great researches are necessary to prove that the slave trade is carried on 
at Bombay : every body knows that the Africans from the coast of Mozambique 
do not come here to serve as domestic servants, and there are few members of the 
community called Moguls who have not several iu their employ. At the end of 
the street in which I live, I will show you 011 one side one or two Caflies, 
and at the other an Abyssinian, belonging to two of my Mogul neighbours; two 
of tliese blacks are about the age of ten, and have probably been purchased 
ahov(‘ the age of five. My neighbours have besides been very long in Bombay, 
and certainly did not get them for nothing. When I embarked from hence in 
1835 for Bussora, a rich Mogul merchant came on board 'to take leave of one of 
hi.s relations, who was a passenger in the same vessel ; I myself saw that he was 
accompanied by about ten Abyssinians, and I was afterwards assured that he had 
two eunuchs to* guard his seraglio in Bomhu}^ Tliesc slaves are for the most 
part brought here in Arab ve.ssels. They are disembarked in woman’s apparel, 
and conveyed away in palanquins. The cjistom-house guards show themselves 
very complaisant, and the slaves once lodged in the native* town, the Malio- 
incdans traffic amongst themselves without any other occasion for inquietude. 
Should an}' di.spute arise between the contractors, the parties appear before the 
police ; in this case, I believe the slaves arc represented as servants ; but if I may 

f ;, ^ occurred within these few days, the police take little 

V ' nains 
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pains to verify their position. A cUld took refu^ with an E^lishniai^ Aoiii her No; i\ 

Arab Qinster ; soipe' Moguls pershaded the child to ebmc’fb'thtein;‘'-aje<^|^|fjiiirt- Jfib-lStlS-A'' 

was madb by the Arab aigainst tlic Moghla. and after various decisions enild ' 

was given back to the Arab. A person knowing a little of the CafFre language 

saw six Caffres disembarking at once at Bombay, and spOke to them ; in short, 

there are fow Arab buglas frequenting the port of Boml^y that have not slaves^ 

as part., of their crew, and 1 have myself been on>board of one of these bugloes. 

The Bombay Government has taken no step, has established no regulation, that 
can inspire the slave-owner witli apprehension. . , ; . ^ 

2. 1 have seen buglas navigating the whole coast of the Red Sea with slaves 
on board; they disembarked them generally at Juddab,%locha, and Adiida, and 
frqm these places they are purcliascd for Bombay ; at Juddah the English agent, 

’ Malem Josof, sold slaves, and the agent of Moclia, Sheik Taib, possessed slaves. 

There was usually one of the Company’s cruizers at the latter place, aqd their 
vessels constantly visited the formen It is very possible that the agents did not 
make them acquainted with the existence of this trade, but it is easy to under- 
stand that they could have discovered it by making the slightest inquiry on the 
subject. In the Persian Gulf there are 400 slaves go to Bussora, and nearlj'' as 
many to Bushire annually ; they arrive there towards the mouth of September, 
that is to say, at the unhealthy season, and about a third of the number perish : 
buglos with the English flag bring them from the Red Sea as well as others. 1 
cannot ascertain that the residents at Bushire or Bagdad, or the cruizers iu the 
Gulf have ever taken any measures, to prevent this. This fact, considered with 
the treaty entered into in 1822 betwec'n the Imaum of Muscat and an officer of 
the British navy, against Europeans carrying on the slave trade, leads to the 
Idea that very little thought is taken as to what the Mahumeduns do. 

3. The English law requires that ships and their comniandei*s should be Eng- 
lish to entitle them to carry the British flag; notwithstanding this, I came from 
Cosscir to Bombay in an English vessel belonging to the Nizam, commanded by 
a iiagoda of Bushire. In going from Bombay to Bushire in the same vessel, we 
had two young Al^ssinian slaves, of a merchant, who like me was a passenger ; 

I saw in 183.5, at Cosseir, a buglo under English colours, which, amongst other 
artichis of merchandize, curried slaves to Juddah. 

About two years ago a merchant of Bombay went to Mecca in a vessel named 
the Fayzool Kerim, with the lilnglish flag, and it is affirmed that this merchant 
brought back with him in the saTno vessel a large number of slaves. It is certaiu 
that this facility of using the British flag greatty contributes to the slave trade, in 
aflbrding it greater security. Shipowners who re.side beyond the limits of the 
British territory easily borrow the names of some of their fellow-countrymen in 
Bombay, who call themselves the proprietors ; all are ready to assert that any 
nagoda it may be convenient to have is a British subject, and there is no doubt 
but that they take the most solemn oaths that the slaves they have purchased are 
only servants. A government that took any interest in the subject would soon 
discover the truth. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Fontanier^ the Vice-consul of Bussora, 

on a Mission to Bombay. 

P. S. I am informed that the trade of wliich I speak, as carried on at Bombay, 
is equally practised at Calcutta, and on a smaller scale at Madras; it is from these 
places that the priilces of India supply tliemselvcs with slaves. 


( 2 .) 


My dear Sir, ’ Tankerville,^0 October 1838. 

Til E Governor desires me to return the enclosed letter, and to ^ank you yery 
much |bf Imving allowed hiin to peruse it. , , 

iThe 'subject is oiie in which he reels peculiar interest^ and every efibrt is .qiaking 
by the Government to check a traffic opposed to all feclings of humanity. 

, B E Except 
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Except to a UmittM! extent with tjie Ima^ ol* Miksc^t, ahd with tonie of the 
Arab mbes in the Ecwian Gul^ there exists ho treaty between the BirUi$|i Go- 
vernment and the Mahomedan states, that authorises the fotoible suphhession of 
the trade ; but I am glad to say, that some other Arab chiefs in the Gulf have 
recently evinced a disposition to come into the proposals made to them ; and the 
proclamations lately issued by Government, as well as the liberation of about 70 
slaves at Porebunder, show that anything rather tlian a lukewarm interest is felt 
by the authorities here on a matter of such unquestionable importance. 

I greatly regret tliat circumstances over which I had no control, have pre- 
vented die from paying my respects to you for so mjiny days. 


1 am, &c. 

(signed) Orlando Felix.’ 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Orlando Felix. 

Monsieur Le Commandant Gnillain. 


(3.) 


Minute by the Honourable Governor. 

I BEG to lay before the Board the translation from Monsieur Fontanier, calling 
himself (French) Vice-consul at Bussora, on a mission to Bombay, to Captaiu 
GuUain, eoirnnainliiig the French corvette Le Pr^voyante. 

2. Captaiu Gnllain called on me two or three days before he sailed, and in- 
formed me that it bt'ing a part of the duties on which he was employed by his Go- 
vernment, to give effect to those measures for the suppression of the slave trade 
which formed the subject of treaties between France and England, so Ihr as fell 
within the emplopnent of a French vessel of war, he left with me the original of 
this letter, expressing a wish to know how far he could rely on the information 
therein given him by Mons. Fontanier. 

3. My private secretary having prepared the translation of tliis letter, I re- 
quested him to call on Captain CLullain on board his vessel, and, in returning it, 
to inform him that the information it contained was quite erroneous, and not to be 
relied on. Major Felix was at the same time requested by me to leave the letter 
for Captain Gullain, with a note, of which a copy accompanies, in case he should 
not meet the captain. 

4. The latter was the course followed. Captain Gullain cot being on board 
when the private secretary went off to the corvette. 

5. Tlie letter of Mons. Fontanier need not to liave been noticed at all, except 
tliat I am led from some circumstances to infer that, if not officially accredited, 
he is at least actually in communication with the French Foreign-office, but I 
rather think he has the office of French vice-consul at Bussora. 

6. I do not consider it at all necessary to coniniunicate with Mons. Fontanier 
on the subject. On a former occasion, his opposition to the measures of the British 
Government has been brought to the notice of the Honourable Court, and this 
communication, the incorrectness of which he had full means of knowing, is 
another proof. 

7. As, however, it is possible that Mons. Fontanier’s letter may be ustwl as a 
public document, and handed up to the French Government as such, it seems 
desirable that the mis-statement in it should not exist with my knowledge, with- 
out a full ri'futatiou, and that the same should be furnished to the authorities at 
home. I have therefore to propose, that a full summary of the proceedings of 
this Government for the suppression of slavery, particularly those bearing on the 
points touched on in the letter, should be prepared, and that on any points to which 
our proceedings may not furnish a direct answer, references ^^ould be made to 
the proper departments for report or inquiry. 

8. This minute and the accompaniments should be sent to the Government of 
India and to the Honourable Court by the next steamer, and the further pro- 
ceedings communicated to them as they may be concluded. 

V 10 November 1838. (si^d) J. Farkh. 



Mp^trrii'bjrtb'e ■;,> >;>r ■■ " 

1 cbisrcuR in tlie couise of proceeding suggested by the Honoiipiblb fthp 
VerdoT in' his mitinte. "■■■'■ ' \ 

(signed) Cr. W, And^son, 


MiirtJTE by the Hononrable Mr. Dunlop, 
S ALSO entirely concur. 



J. A. Dunlop. 


( 4 .) 

SUMMAUY. 

In ol>edicnce to the orders contained iii the seventh paragraph of the Ho- 
nourable tlic Governor’s minute, dated the 10 th xdtimo, J proceed to submit a 
brief summary of the recent proceetlings of this Governmtuit for suppressing the 
slave trade within the limits of the Bombay presidency. 

2 . With the view of effectually suppressing this inhuman traffic carried on 
between the coasts of Arabia, the Persian Gulf, and the ports of Katteewar and 
Cutch, it became necessary to obtain the co-operation of the authorities possessing 
sea-ports in those provinces, in giving’ effect to the measures best calculated to 
accomplish so humane and important an object. 

3. Most of the chiefs of Katteewar readily assented to our wishes ; and it will, 
I think, only require ordinary vigilance on the part of the political agent sta- 
tioned in that province, to secure that the nefjirious traffic shall be completely 
suppressed within his jurisdiction. 

4 . On a communication being made to the Guicowar on the subject, his High- 
ness issued instructions to his officers to liberate: all slaves imported at the ports 
subject to their authority, and to punish the persons who brought them. 

5. On a similar communication being made to the Rao of Cutch, his High- 
ness immediately issued a proclamation peremptorily forbidding the carrying on 
tlu' slave trade within his dominions, and threatening those who may hereafter 
engage in the traffic with severe punishraent. 

6 . Since the promulgation of this proclamation in Cutch, the following cases 
have been reported to Government. 

7 . In August 1836, ten slaves w«*rc rescued, ami by order of Government sent 
to Bombay by the political agent at Rmcotc ; these slaves were brought to Mal- 
liee in Katteewar, by a Turk from Cutch, the agent of a merchant named 
Motbee .Taper, residing at Mfindavee, and trading between that port jmd Muscat. 

8 . The Turk in (juestion was sent to Cutch, and his Highness the Rao was 
requested to cause a strict inquiry to be instituted into his conduct, as well as 
into that of his principal, the merchant 'Motbee Japer, and if found guilty, to 
punish them for having violated the proclamation sigjiinst dealing in slaves. 

9 . In March 1837, three female children were rescued from slavery by the 
Rao of Cutch ; they were brought to Mandavee by some merchants of Sinde, 
who effected their escape immediately after the slaves had been rescued. These 
children having expressed their willingness to remain with the female attendants 
in the family of his Highness the Rao, and his Highness having benevolently 
offered to protect and subsist them, they were to do so, with an <expliclt under- 
standing that they possessed their freedom. 

10 . In July 1838, a further seizure qf 26 slaves took place at Mandavee : they 
were brought from* Zanzibar and Mombassa; the importers on being examined 
endeavoured to excuse their conduct by representing tiiaf , the slaves were not 
brought for sale. The slaves were informed that they were se^ at liberty, and 
might go wherever they chose. On this occasion his Highness the Rao rb-issned 
the proclamation which had been published in 1836, and caused, l^e, owner of 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAVE TRADER 

.* .f'Nft. 7 . eacl^'' v^»ii»^l'c!e«[;Hi:^g ottt hiM ports ^o^t' !M^;A!64 <ni W«|iiti^|j^ mhamA'- 

■^'b‘'if’»A y' ,l3Wn^'''bat^k'''i6laYe^> i<m-iiny pretetioeNrtitfte ■■' ’Wut 

'. 11. Tile nio$i eifiectual measure, however, tidrated fpr the supprettnon m uie 

.slave ti^de pp^this side of liidia,>oecuried m ;Novembef 1896, wnen:thijee AnUi 
t^sels -from the coast of Mttculla were seixed at Pordbtmderi e«i^;sSAviiigon 
board f a number of slaves, of b<^ sexes; these slaves, uaraberiogt altogether! 
sevtmiy'l^r, were rescued by the p<di<ical ag^t ia Katteewar,^^pid vrere«KiBt to 
Bombay, wheie they were distributed among respecmble famines, on such terms 
spjf^ured to them th^r liberty, and kind treatment., , ^,v ^ 

la. The vessels in which these slaves were imported to Porebundi^, having’ 
soon after arrived at Bombay, the advocate-general was called, on to repo/t whe«- 
ther they could under existing laws be detained, and whether the nakhodais,. 
commanders omild be proceeded a^inst for having vidiated; the . laws in ioree* 
against the slave trade. . . . 

18. In reply, the advocate-general stated it to be his opinion that this ^ 
Government nad no right eidter to detain the vessels, or to proceed against their 
commanders for an infraction of laws to which they were not in any . way amena- 
ble, more especially in the instance out of which the reference enriginated, as 
Pomlmnder, where the vessels had put in, was a foreign port, and not subject to 
our laws. In consequence of this opinion Ho proceedings were .adopted, either 
against the vessels or their commanders. 

14. The above seizure and rescue from slavery of 74 human beings was effected 
und^ my authority, when I was political agent in Katteewar; the measure was 
entirely approved by the Bombay Government, but was disapproved of as too pre- 
cipitate both by the Governmmit of India and by the Honourable Court of Direc- . 
tors. The following extract of a Report of an impartial observer (Lieut. .Curless 
of the Indian navy), dated 1st February 1838, explains the effect which it has pro- 
duced: “Formerly not more than 160 African slaves were brought annually to Kura-, 
chee, but last year 1 ,600 arrived from Muscat and the African coast ; the increase 
in this disgraceful traffic is said to be owing to the seizure of the slaves brought 
by an Arab buggaloe to Porebunder, two or three years ago, which appeare to 
have had a good effect on the Arab traders, and will no doubt prevent them from 
bringing them to any of our ports for the future.” From tliis extract we may 
form some idea of tlie extent of the slaEvc trade which must have prevailed in 
Catch and Katteewar, previous to the seizure at Porebunder; by closing the 
ports of these provinces, the traders liave been driven to a foreign country, in wliich 
we have no control. This is in itself a, gain, as rendering the disposal of the', 
■daves more difficult ; but fortunately the events now passing in Siude will, it i^ 
to be hoped, establish our influence in that country, and enable us eventually to 
extriid our measures against the slave trade to Kurachee and the other parts of 
Sinde. 

16,. Towards the close of 1833, a boat freighted by a merchant of Mandaveei; 
arrived at Bate, in Katteewar, from the Arabian cotist, having on board a number 
of Abyssinian slaves of both sexes, eight of whom were rescued and brought to 
Bombay, and disposed of among respectable families. 

16. In Juqe 1838 an African slave who had escaped from his master claimed 
the protection of the political agent at Rajeote, and was set at liberty. 

17. Mr. Erskine, the. present political agent, in Kuttywar, whilst on a repent 

visit to the Portuguese settlement of Dieu, for the purpose of obtaining infoimation 
regarding the traffic in slaves alleged to be carried on at tjiat port, had ^ inter- 
view with the Governor, and found his Excellency willing to co-operate with the 
British Government in suppressing the slave trade, and in proof ,of his sincerity 
liberated two slave boys who had been brought up in his Excellency’s house, for 
whom a suitable provision has been made by Government. . ' ■ 

18. Within the Aliniednuggur coUectorate in the Deceagi two female slayes 
. were in October 1838 rescued from slavery by tbe .mngistt^, andv 'plcced by 

Government under the care of the American missionaries yesidihg At Ahmea- 
nuggur. . , , . 

19. The above facts satisfactorily evince the strong desire of this 

* , inent 
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ibe «afi9ii$<»i3a <qr»ffic. iii skives, aa^ f ra^eth^.th^ia^arai^ No, ^ , 

have been adopted to attain thlo: bl^eot haye j^e^: « Vk.Q M,^ A Vw 

anfcef?.*,., ■ ' . , ■■-,''■■ ■ , . ',. • ’’.' 

tfieatj conelttded by Cdptaih More^d>y of Hia ]V|«{|esty fhip 
itditliihia liig^aess t^ Intauib of Museat on tl^ ^th August 1922»; only rendmf 
lladbilo^to bsieuKT vessels found angled in the slave trade “ tp , die enatvrard of -a 
lino drawn frbt 9 Gape Delgado, pa^ng east of Socotra, and on to Diea lioad, 
tlise vresfent point or the Gulf of jCambay.” ■ ^ 

, 20 a. The resident in the Persian Gulf has therefore been rra^tly instructed' 

to eitdeavmik> to prevail on his*Highn^ to consent to an ei:tensioa of these liznits, 
by including tho provings of Kuttywar and Cutoh in the provisions of exist* 
ittg.trtaiy; The resident has fortlier been directed to endeavour to <fotain ironic 
the Imanm the i%ht of searching any vessels fitting out from his porta suspected , 
of being engaged in the slave trade, and likewise to obtain a similar privilege.' 
from the, other chiefe.of Arabia with whom we have intercourse. 

' f • 

‘21.* In eonsequence of the Imaum’s absence from Muscat, the resident hais. 
not ’as yet been able to act on the above instructions, but proposes to do so when-" 
ever he has an opportunity of personally explaining to his Highness the views 
and objects of Government' on the subject. Tliis officer has recentW reported 
that he anticipates little, if any, dijfficulty in obtaining the consent ot the inde- ' 
pendent Arabian States in the Gulf to enter into a similar treaty as that entered 
into with the Imanm. 

22. On the 28th April 1838, Captain Hennell reported that he had obtained 
a written agreement from the chiefs of Shago, Eginan Debage, and Aboothabee,. 
conceding to our oruizers the right of searching and detaining vessels upon the 
high seas suspected of having slaves on board, and also admitting the further 
right of seizing and confiscating such vessels in all cases where tlie suspicion is 
proved to be well founded. 

23. Subsequent to the orders adveried to in tlie 20 a paragraph of this 
stunmary, the resident was further instructed to cndeavoiir to induce the Imauni. 
of Muscat to extend the provisions of the treaty of 1 822 to the cOasts of Mukran 
and Sinde, or in the event of this not being attainable, as far as the mouths of the 
Indus, so as to embrace the whole of the .ports of Katty war and Cutch. 

24. It having also been ascertained that the subjects of tlie Koweef chief are 
in the habit of kidnapping Sobmallee girls from the coast of Barbarra, Captain 
Hennell’s attention has been drawn to me existence of this practice, and he has 
been directed to endeavour to suppress it. 

25. On its being brouj^it to the notice of Government by the native agent 
stationed at Mocha, that certain Arab merchants trading between Bombay and 
Mocha were in the habit of dealing in slaves, the senior magistrate of police at 
Bombay was directed to cause all Arab vessels coming to the poit to be carefully 
searched, and in the event of any slaves being iliscovcred on board, to adopt mea- 
sures for their liberation, and for bringing to punishment those who imported them. 

26. The collector of sea customs was at the same time instructed to co-operate 
with the magistrate of police in detecting parties engaged in the traffic. 

27. In May 1837 Lieutenant Rogers, of the Indian navy, then in command 

of the Honourable Cuuipariy’s brig of war Euphrates, found three slave boys on 
board two vessels lying ra the .Judda Harbour, under English colours, w'hora he 
re^ued and sent to Bombay ; the boys were made over to two respectable persons 
on their entering into ah Agreement to protect them, and to assign them suitable 
•wages for their labour. ' , 

28. The advocate-general- was. .requested to- report die, course whiidi ought to 

be pursued towards vessels having slavey on board under the circumstances repre- 
aented lieutenant Re^rs. In r^ly, he stated it to be-his opinion, that unless 
the Gqyamment of India would pasa an Act emjpowering the ^ssels of the Com- 
panya to make Seiatires of ships for a breach af th^ slave kwsV the com- 
mmiderof such vessels ought not to interfere at all,— (Ftcfe bis Report, dated 411 at 
November ) 837.) • ^ t..' , 
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,20^ In Ihe jouitral of the Reverend Joseph ^olfb, dated the 9th June iL836» 
R wiag .«tated that ^the Nayel} ef Arcolee lent Me MdsaMnnch servants tb dif- 
fbrent parts of Ahystinia for the purpose of stealing thecfaildrt^ of the Christians 
titnd disposing tliem at Mosawah. This statement having appeared in a news^ 
P^er, 'tfae iShlperintendent of the' Indian navy was requested to inStruClithe stehior 
ofneer in the Red Sea to inqnire and r^mri on the subject. 

80. On the 20di May 1888, the Superintendent forwarded a report to Oovein- 

ment, drawn up by Commander Nott, ftom which st appeared, that a great traffic 
in slaves is carri^ on at Mosawah, and that 1,800 ChrtiidanS were recently 
captured by one of tJie general officers of the Pacj.ia of Egypt, in the province of 
Gondar, and sent to ^mar, froto whence 600 were selected and sent to Cairo, 
evidently destined for slavery. > * 

81. It is intended by Government to bring these circumstances to the know^' 
ledge of the home authorities, and earnestly to recommend that measures may be 
adorned for the prevention of the abominable traffic, thus shown to be carried on 
in Christian slaves from Abyssinia, and that the Paclia may be persuaded to 
prevent the exportation of Christian slaves from their own to Mahomedan 
countries. 

32. It also occurred to Government to issue the following proclamation in the 
English, Persian, Arabic, Guzerattee and Mahratta languages, <for general in- 
formation and distribution : — 

4 

“ The Governor in Council of Bombay having reason to believe that the traffic 
in slaves is carried on, to a considerable extent, by persons in Arabs boats and 
vessels from tjie ports in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, and other ports, importing 
slaves of both sexes and of various ages into the port of Bombay, and other ports 
and places subordinate to the presidency of Bombay, and having determined to 
use every exertion to suppress the nefarious traffic so disgraceful to humanity, 
hereby notifies and proclaims that all persons found guilty of such practices, or m 
any other manner offending against the laws for the abolition of the slave trade, 
shall be appreliended and pro.sociited with the utmost rigour, and severely punished 
as the law directs; and the boats or vessels employed in the trade, together with 
the slaves, and all the goods and propei’ty that may be found on board, shall be 
seizetl, and immediate steps taken for Uicir condemnation and forfeiture, and the 
liberation of the slaves tluunstjlves ; and to encourage the discovery of offenders, a 
reward is hold out, by Act of Parliament, of a moiety of the pejtalty of lOO/. 
sterling for each slave, to any person who shall inform, and sue, and prosecute 
for the same; but a.s a further encouragement to discovery, the Governor in Council 
fd' Bombay hereby notifies and proclaims, that a rewartl rupe<;s shall be paid 

by Government to all persons who sluill give information and conviction of any 
offender, pr to the seizure an<l condemnatiou of any vessel engaged in the trade.” 

33. The advocate-general, however, on being consulted, was of opinion that 
no such proclamation should be issued, or any port regulations framed as far as 
regards the seizure of pcrs<ms an<J vesstds, until this Government was advised of 
the nature of the Act wliicli the Government of India might be pleased to pass 
into a law applicable to the traffic in slaves as carried on in India. 

34. A reference was therefore made on the above subject to tlie Government of 
India, on the 30th October 1837, aiul on the 26th November following this Go- 
vernment was informed, in reply, that tlie attention of the members of tlie Law 
f'ommission hud been called to the question of the slave trade in Arab vessels 
from ])orts in the RahI Sea and Persian Gulf, in the hope that they might be able 
to give practical effect to the humane suggestions of this Government for the pre- 
vention of this traffic in slaves. 

36. In a furtht»r commxmication from the Government of India, dated the 
3d September last, it is stated that till the necessity and expediency of the pro- 
visit»us recomm»'n<ied by the Government for the suppression of the slave trade 
are made evident, that autliority must hesitate in proceeding to legislate on this 
very difficult and delicate subject. 

36. In this communication it is further observed, that the particular cases 
adduced by this Government to show the necessity of any such acts as that pro- 

- . 'posed 
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ejcbi^edtii^h^^ aod that befoiie l^gialating wj^h a View tofthe;«^|ki^ 

pr^ssioAdf tW trajn^ In sUiyes, the Ck>vemment of India vtia}k« th he informed ; 
whether such traffic is actnalljr carried on at the ports within the Oompau^t’s ter- 
ritories, and to haihraished with, all the instances diat may have occurred of the 
discovery of such traffic. In ocnclusion, the opinion of this Government is re- 
quested, whether it would be euffiicient and efficacious a rmuedy, if the pow^ 
proposed to be <^ferred by the Act were limited to seizures on shore, before the 
imported slav^ are removed to the interior, and still more whether the object in 
view would be comj^tely attained, if the power were extended to haibours. A con- 
stant press of business of grea^ political importance, during the last two months, 
has prevented the Honourable Board from resuming consideration of the subject. 

37. I* beg to '-apologize for this imperfect summaryi^of our proceedings, as 1 
have been much hurried in its preparation, in the hope of being able to complefte 
it in time to dispatch it with Mons. Fimtanier’s statement- by the steamer. 

(signed) J. P. IViUou^hbrfy 

31 December 1838. Secretaiy to Government. 

(True copies.) 

> (signed) J. P. Wilhughhy^ 

Secretary to Government. 


Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing despatch from the Secretary to the Go- 
vernment at Bombay, be sent to the Judicial Department of the Government of 
India, for communication to the Law Commission, in continuation of the extract 
from this department. No. 11 , dated 30th October. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) H, V* Bayley, 

Officiating Deputy Seer to Government, India. 


(No. 68.) 

From F. Millett, Esq. Officiating Secretary to Government of Indian to J, C. C. 
Sutherland, Esq. Secretary to the Indian Law Commission, dated the 4th 
March 1839. 

Sir, 

In continuation df Mr. Secretary Prinsep’s letter, No. 49, dated the 11th ult. 
I am directed by the Honourable the President in Council to forward to you, for 
the consideration of the Indian Law Commissioners, the accompanying copy of 
an extract from the proceedings of the Government of India in the Political 
Department, dated the ISth ultimo. 

I have, &c. 

Council Chamber, 4 March 1839. (signed) F. Millett, 

Officiating Secy to GovemiUent of India. 
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' No. 4610 , RerideiW'ia • 

Ewi* Secretaiy to Govertiment, ®<m«5om» dated 19 July isd0. ^ 

I RATB the faantwr to aeknovledge your letter, No. 2378, m Ihis demir^ent, 
under date the 12th December last, upon the subject of the ielave tnule curried' 
on in the Gulf ol* Persia. ^ * * 

2. Adverting to the second par%raph of your*communication, 1 be^ respect- 
fully to observe, that in noticing Mr. Mackenzie’s remark regad^ing n dis^prece-^ 
ful traffic in young women being carried on in every port of cohseqd^nce; in the 
Persian Gulf, 1 dm not for a moment mean to impfy theU: the protection secured 
to the neeroes of the coast of Barbara, under the treaty with Sir William Grant 


to the negroes of the coast of Barbara, under the treaty with 
Keir, excluded the Abyssinians. The carrying away a native of Abyssinia by 
fbme is, by that treaW, equally an act of piracy as kidnapping a negro from 
Barbara, and would, if proved, be treated as such. 

3. The Honourable the Governor in Council may rely wi 


3. The Honourable the Governor in Council may rdy with confidence upon 
my gladly availing myself of every opening which may offer, to use my utmost 
exertions in the restriction and suppression of a traffic so opposed to all the best 
feelings of humanity. A ^cat advance would be made in this iihportant pldect 
if the Imaum were persuaded to extend^thc line beyond which the vessels 01 his 
Highness engaged in the slave trade are liable to seizure, fiom Diu Hoad to 
Cape Guadcl, on the coast of Mekran. I have long been looking for the return 
of his Highness to Muscat, in order to have au opportunity of personally Com- 
municating with him upon the subject, but, Judging from the manner in which 
his return has been procrastinated, it would almost appear as if Syed Said were 
determined not to revisit his Arabian territories, although it is again currently 
reported he intends shortly to do so. I found, during my late visit to Muscat, 
that it was perfectly useless discussing any questions of this nature with the 
Regency of that place, as they always gave out that they could not act in any 
affair excepting under the special authority and sanction of his Highness the 
Imaum. 

4 . With regard to the maritime Arabian chiefs, I have much satisfaction in 
enclosing the accompanying Arabic cemies o^d a translation of engagements 
which have been entered into by Shaik Khulcefa of Aboothabu, Shaik Mukhoo- 
tum of Debay, Stiaik Abdoollah .of Amulgaveeii, and Shaik Sultan of Kasel 
Khyma. The first article of these engiq^cments gives our vessels the right of 
search beyond a line drawn from Cape Delgado to Cape Guadel ; the second 
renders any vessel belonging to the above chiefs, found with slaves on board, be- 
yond tliC'JUmits. specified, liable to seizure and confiscation i the third makes the 
sale of Soomalees an act of piracy. 

5. The restrictive line and other remedial measures suggested by me in my 
letter of the 3d September 1838, have thus been agreed to by the principal Ara- 
bian chiefs of the Gulf, and with these concessions I was obliged to remain sa- 
tisfied for the present, as, with ypference to the intrigues now carrying on among 
them by the emissaries of Kliarshid Pasha, it appeared to me impolitic to press 
them further upon a subject they at all times approach with suspicion and 
reluctance. 

1 have, &e. 

(signed) S. Hennellf 

Residency in the Persian Gulf, Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

Kliarrack, 19 July 1839. 


MiNOTiE^by the Honourable the Governor, subscribed to by . the Board, dnted 

2l8t Qptober. 

; This Resident’s proceedings may be entirely approved. . 

He should embrace the first favourable opportunity, of , ih^ucing.the rmauipi of 
Mus<;at to extend the line of prohibition of the slave trade by his subjects. 

The engtigements entered into by the maritihie Arab chiefs arc i^ery .^tispe* 
lory, and the requisite information should be communicated to the Supej?idw50“ 
* , dent 








.l^«tt':;N<i:^, lia 'oMer: Ifest -he ma^f!'" .., ,, . 

..'yeaabla-.af ~T»ar. h y/ ..-J, ”'-,;“'}.-v,if'fM'‘(,;i^ ‘ s' ■I" 

Ibi^’l^ifcer shoald he ^at to Ihe Goy^^r-gesi^^ mth: a>ti^fjfeitioiiv 
i^oreBajiA should he {aiblhthod ^UL ihe C^iriSia^sh^^^^ 

]b|^id6XkCy* ' ' ; IN ' I ' • '■ 'n'. ‘ v.' 'V ^ '■ 

'/Copy also ehoaid be sent lo iae Honourabio Coi^t of £Hrectots by an early 
epportanitv* 

f tJ'i IN ' ■ '• ■' '■ ■' V '■'■ , '•: ''■' ■■ ■ -■' '■(signed) . '■ Oc^'futot ■ 

t ■ ',i':,;!- ; '■ '■ .■■■■■' '• •' ■'?■ -■■ !•■■■ \ •■'■'■'■ 


TnANsnArioN 0^ an Aorbsmewt entered into by Skaik Sultan, Svg0,ri CiiA^f 
f of i%sssl AT/t^oA dated <# RaseHCbymah, 3d July 183^. ' ; . '< 

; 1^ ^uiTAN Bin ^uoooRj.sbaik of tlfc Jo^mee tribe, do hereby deelare, i^al I 

bind and jpledge’ myself to the British Government in the following engage- 
‘ ments , ' • : ' 

, 1 . That the Government cruizers, whenever they may meet any vf^l be- 
longing to myself or my subjects, beyond a direct hnc dmwn from^ Cape Del- 
gado, passing two degrees seaward of the island of Bocotra, and ending at Cape 
Guadel, and shall suspect that such vessel is engaged in the slave trade, the j^d 
cmizer^ are permitted to detain or search it. . , 

. . 2. Should it on examination be proved that, any vessel beloiming to^ myself 
or my subjects is carrying slaves, whether mcm, women, or children, for sale, 
beyond tlje. afore^d line, then the Government cruizers sliall seize .and confis- 
cate such vessel and her cargo ; but if the aforesaid vessel shall pass beyehd 
aforesaid line owing to stress of, weather, or other, case of necessity , not under 
control, tiien, she sliall not be seized. 


'j- 'i' ' 



- , , . . ugg 

hereby agree that the s^e of males and females, whether young or old, jOf .the 
Soonamallee tribe, shall be considered as piracy, and that after four month^ , of 
this date, all those of my people convicted of being concerned in such an act 
shall be punished tlie same as pirates. , . . 

’ Seal of (l. s.) Sultan Bin 

(True tr&nslationi.) 

(signed) Henndt, 

Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

Note.'— A similar agreement to the above was entered into by Shaik Khiileefa 
Bin Shakbool, on the 1st July 1839, and by Shaik MukhtoOn, of Debaye, dnd 
Shaik Abdoolah Bin Bashed, of Amulgavecn, on the 2d of the same month. 

, , ; (True copy.) 

(signed) Hennell, 

' ■ ■ ■ . 5 . ' liesident in the Perdan Gulf,, ' 


From TF. S..Bdyidi fisq!. Secretary to Government, to the Resident in the 
' , ^ ' Perdan Gulf, dated 21 October 1839. 

■ ■ "sii;' ■' '' 


1. I AM directed by tlie Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter, with enclosures^ dated the I9th July la:^. No. 60, and 
to request that you will be pleased to embrace the first favoumble opportunity .of 
'iuduciag his Highness the Imauth of Muscat to extend ihe' line of prohibition' of 
the slave trade by his subjects frdni i>Ditt ' Head to Cape Guadel, on the coast 

of Mekran. ■, . -■■•I 

The (^gagen^ts eijiteiMl^ into ' by the principal ' ^fabiaA ^efs 

r^rding klhye ' ti^e, are Cj^sidefed by the Goyernor in tkiuned Hig^y 
satisfa«C!itO;pr4 and h^ to approve the whote/qf your, procee^^ti^ now 







3. Thu 









'*’ ’<}^-t^-'Xi:i^a»''lliv‘'^ 

ofiicem 'C<)aMiaa]iding’'1;ib^/-H<li^^ 

of 'OH tlie subject t^c andoles of engi^iHdHts t dtioVe 
adverted tcb' ••'< ■•;■,■," 

■ ■ :* .f ■■- . •: , ■ Ibave, &j6. 

■/'■.y'-u. * * (st^aed) W. S. Boyd, '. 

Bombay Castle, Seeretai^ to ^Overameot* 

21 October 1889. 


« 

From W. S. Boyd, Esq. Secretary to Govemm^t, Bombay, to the Secretary 
with the Bight honourable the Governor-general of Imia, dated 21 Octo- 
ber’ 1889. ' >* 

Sir, ■ 4 

With reference to Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s letter, dated the J2tfi Decem- 
ber last. No. 2379, regarding the slave trade carried on in the Gulf of Persia^ I 
am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for 
the purpose of being submitted to the R^ht honourable the Governor-general 
of Indi^^copy of a communication from Captain Heimell, resident in the Per- 
sian Gulf, on the same subject, and of my repW thereto, of this date,; 

In forwarding these documents I am defirea to request, that the Governor in 
Council may be fevoured with the opinion of his Lordship as to the expediency 
of publishing in the Bombay Government Gazette the engagements reg^ding 
the Slave trade, entered into by the maritime Arabian chiefs, alluded to in the 
fourth paragraph of Captain llennell’s communication. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. S. Boyd, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

21 OctoW 1839. 


From IV. S. Boyd, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the Superin- 
tendent of the Indian Navy, dated 21 October 1839. 

Sir,:- 

In transmitting to you the enclosed extract, paragraph 4, of a letter from 
the resident in the Persian Gulf, dated the 19th July last, and of the engage- 
ments therein alluded to, entered into by the maritime Arabian chiefs, regarding 
the slave trade, I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to 
request that you will be pleased to issue the necessary orders to the officers 
commanding the Honourable Company’s vessels of war, on the subject of the 
articles of the engagements in question. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) W. S. Boyd, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

21 October 1839. 

(True extract.) 

, (signed) W. B, Morris, 

Secretary to Government. 


Extract Boiabay Political Consultations, 4 December 1839. 

From T. M. Maddoek, Esq. Officiating Secretary to Government of India with 
the Govemor-gener^, to fV. S. Boyd, lSai\. Secretary to Glovemment, Bombay, 
dated 7 Nbvembor 1830. * ' % 

■ Sir,, . ‘ ■ ' ■ ' ; • 

I AM desired by the Bight honourable the Govemor^enemd of India to ao- 
knowl^ge the receipt of your letter of the 21st‘ ult., fcfrwairding oppy of a^oorres- 
pondehce with the resident in the Persian Gulf, and to acquaint you in reply, 
. r, that 



,li|j0^•ti«B5^■S.URES^■TAKEN ;EOE? TO ,i^,€M:,:^3Sr. '*m' 


jImk 8ikVe tmde eitte^ mto 1^ th^ m8iri#t$ie A^bioXi 

chi$6:- ^ 

I hftve, &3C. ' ' . . 




(ftigiled) T. H. Maddockf 

’ Officiating Secrefeiiy to CJoyettiment of India 

Oab^ at K^te Kutchwa, ‘ with the Qovenidir>general. 

7 November 1839. 


' , (Political Departm.ent.) 

. 'The following enge^ement, for the snppression of the slave trade in the Pe^an 
Gulf, entered into with the British Government by each of the four following 
maritime Arabian chiefs, in tlie month of July last, is {published for general infor- 
mation, namely, Shaik Kuleefa, of Aboothabee ; Shaik Mukhtoon, of Debayc ; 
Shaik Abdoollah, of Amulgaveen ; and Shaik Sultan Bin Suggur, of Basel 
Khymah. 

** I' do hereby declare, that I bind and pledge myself to tlie British Govern- 
ment in the following engagements 

1 . That the Government cruizers, whenever they may meet any vessel beldnging 
to myself or my subjects beyond a direct line drawn from Cape Delgado, passing 
two degrees seaward of the island of Socotra, and ending at Cape Guadel, and 
shall suspect that such vessel is engaged in the slave trade, the said cruizers arc 
permitted to detain and search it. 

2. Should it on examination be proved that any vessel, belonging to myself or 
my subjects is carrying slaves, whether men, women, or children, for sale, be- 
yond the aforesaid line, then the Government cruizers shall seize and confiscate 
such vessel and her cargo ; but if the aforesaid vessel shall pass beyond the afore- 
said line owing to stress of weather, or other case of necessity not under control, 
then she shall not be seized. 

3. As the selling of males and females, whether groWn up or young, who are 
“ hoor,” or free, is contrary to the Mahomedan religion, and whereas the Soo- 
malee tribe is included in the ahrar, or free, I do hereby agree that the sale of 
males and females, whether young or old, of the Soomalee tribe, shall be consi- 
dered as piracy, and tliat after four months from this date, all those of my people 
convicted in being concerned in such an act shall be punished the same as 
pirates. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) Z. JR. Iteid, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 3 December 1830. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) J. M. JSIorris, 

Secretary to Government. 


Extbact Bombay Politicai. Consoltations, 20 May 1840 . No. 0075. 

(No. 12s.) 

From Captain S. Hennell, Resident in Persian Gulf, to Z. JR. Rdd, Esq. Acting 
Chief Secretary to Government, Bondiay, dated 17 December 1889. 

Sir, s 

With reference to Mtj Secretary WaRien’s letter, No. ,2046, 'in this depart- 
mmt, under date the 30th October 1837, transmitting , a copy of the treaty 
concluded by Captain Moresby with the Invaum of Mmwat, prohibiting l^e 
traffic in slaves within certain limits, and at the same time conveying the in- 
structions of the Honourable the Governor in Coumcil tbiL % should endeavour 
fopcevaibuponJl^ill^^jmess fo conaent . to. an exteufiota of ' these limits, and to 
coimede to us% #)aaty the .r^^ d^tninmg and semreh^ op ^ ,high ; aeas 
any vwHels fitted out nom his p<^te, and open to Ihe suspicion above mm^oned i ' 

, ,,238. FE2 I have 
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}\ave;.^lilc^ myperaoQal oommonki^oda witb 

tp 'bring; subject AdviB!)nbed'.ia m‘ibfli|^ 
giwjpb itif Hi^aew. AfterAttom^ ^aenwioii^ I ada!}u4>py ta 

state that’! liave aacoi^ed in prevailing t^on bis Higliaa» to. 'great the addi- ^ 
tioaal privileges adked by the Govearanrentt b^ autboriamg ^ right of search, 
and exteadiag the boundary line laid down in Capita Moresby a trex^ frcnn 
Din Head to Pussein, the eastern extremity of thfe territories of hfs Highness^bn 
the noast of Mekreni thus including the coasts oS Kattiawar, Cutch, Karetehee, 
and upwards of four degrees westwards, in the limits within which the subjdbts 
of Muscat are forbidden to carry on the slave trade.* 

2. In the course of the discussion his Highness complained much of the con> 
duet of the crews of the vessels visiting his African possessions, belonging to the 
Arabian in the Persian Gulf lying between Basel Khymah and Aboo' 

thaba. T^iese vessels, he said, carried off by force or fraud three or four slaves 
for every one purchased there. I expressed my regret on hearing this, and re- 
ferred to the * arrangements which Shaik Sultan Bm Suggur had informed me 
he had made with his Highness to put a stop to such practices. The Imaum 
laughed, and said that he had actually taken 20 stolen slaves out of the vessel of 
the very individual who had been sent by the Joasmee Shaik on this mission. On 
my asking why his Highness did not increase the strictness of his port regula- 
tions, he answered that he had tried every expedient without success, and that 
only one remedy remained, viz. a total prohibition to the Joasmee boats visiting 
Zanzibar ; and that provided the Government saw no objection, he would for- 
bid their entrance into his ports on the African^ coast. I replied, that I con- 
sidered his Highness had every right to adopt such measures as he thought ne- 
cessary to put an end to this infamous proceeding, and that I did not imagine 
the Government would object to his excluding the Joasmees altogetiier from 
Zanzibar if he thought proper ; but that if his Highness desired, 1 would make 
a reference upon the subject. The Imaum answered that he wished me to 
do so. 

?. After the warning which Shaik Sultan Bin Suggur has received, regarding 
the conduct of his subjects in the Imaum’s possessions on the African coast, and 
which appears to have had little effect, I do not consider that he has any right to 
expect that the Government should come forward to save Iiim from the conse- 
quences ; and I would therefore respectfully submit to the Honourable the Go- 
vernor in Council that his Highness the Imaum should be recommended to 
adopt such measures as may appear best adapted to put an end to the nefariotis 
practices complained of by him. 

4 . In doing myself the lionour to enclose an authenticated copy and transla- 
tion of the Additional Articles now agreed to by the Imaum, which, at tlie request 
of his Highness, were appended to a transcript of the treaty entered into with 
him by Captain Moresby in September 1822 , 


I have, &c. 

(signed) S. Hennellf 

H. C. Sloop-of-war Clive, Muscat Cove, Resident Persian Gulf. 

17 December 1839 . 


Traksi.ation of Auditional Aeticles regarding the Suppression of the foreign 
Slave Trade entered into by His Highness Seed Said Jiin Sultan, the lma.um 
of Muscat. ) I < , 

I AGREE that the following articles be added to the above treaty, concluded 
by Q^taiu Moresby (m the aforesaid date. 

1. That theGoveramcaitcruizemi whenever they mw meet any vessel belonging 
to my subjects beyond a direct line drawju from Cape Del^do, passing rtwo 

tttheMekran degrees, seaward of the island of Socotra and ending at Pussein*, and. shall 
suspect tliat such vesrel is engaged in the klave trede^ uie said, cridzers are .per- 
mitted to detain and search it. ‘ 

2. Should it on examination be found that any . vessel hehmgilig to my subjects 

is carrying slaves, whether men, women, or children, for sale,' beyond me afore** 
said .line, tlien the Government cruizer8.,{^aU Seise and confiscate such vess^ and 
her cargo; but if the said vessel shall pass btyond the aforesaid line owing to 
. , stress 



' . 8i ::A^'th^!8ellipg of iiw]^'«iid -{eaiialesj whetihtea’jgrowit : •■ 
** bocflf” *» fre®, ft ciirnttwy io the Mahemedau reUgi6ft } »na wmSp^ t£ii$ SStd^p-;,;’ 
lee^ are inelud^.ia the hoor or free ; I do here by a|ftee lhirt«lhe’ ealb ; 

and. females, '\irhetlie9r yooiiig or old of the Soomal^ tribe^,’'8]fedi be cos^eidoMd' w ‘f 
piracy^ aad that^ foar t&umths from this date; all those of my people eodvieted of r 
beiiig concerned' hi such aa act' shall be punished as pirates. ,j > / ‘ .< ' 

0ated 10 Showal 1265 a. a. corresponding to the 17th Deeemfe«^ A.p. 1839. * ^ 

* Seal of (l. s.). Seid Min ^^9^» 

,, . (Truo translation.) , f 

m ' ^ , , p 

(signed) S. HenneUt 

• Resident IPcrsiah Gulf. 


(No. 15 of 1840.) 

From Captain S. Hennell, Resident in the Fersian Gulf, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq. 

Secretary to Government, Botnbay, dated 16 February 1840. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Acting Secretary Boyd’s 
letter, No. 1706, in this department, dated 2lst October last, directing me to 
embrace the first favourable opportunity of inducing his Highness the Imaum of 
Muscat to extend the line of prohibition of tlie slave trade by his subjects from 
Diu Head to Cape Guadel on the coast of Mekran. 

2. My letter from Muscat, No. 123, in this department, under date the 17th 
December last, will have made the Ifononrable the Governor in Council ac- 
quainted with the successful result of my negociations with his Highness on this 
point ; the only difference being that the boundary line was made to teminate 
at Pussein instead of Guadel, the Imaum having objected to the latter place as 
being situated within his possessions on the Mekran coast. 

3. As the distance between Cape Guadel and Pussein is not more than 70 miles, 
the difference is of small consequence, as I venture to hope that the objects 
contemplated by the Government have been sufficiently attained by the; conces- 
sions which his Highness has been prevailed upon to make upon points he is in 
general exceedingly uuwilliiig to bring under any discussion. 

I have, &c. , 

(signed) S. Henndl, 

Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Memoranpvm by the Secretary to Government, dated 10 April 1840. 

1 . In consequence of a seizure of slaves effected at Porebunder towards the 
end of 1836, the attention of the Bombay Government was directed to the fact 
that an extensive slave trade was carried on between the ports in the Red Sea 
and Persian Gulf, and those of Kattywar and Cutch: a discusaioii ensued 
respecting the best mode of effectually suppressing this nefarious traffic. 

2. On the 80th October 1837, the resident in the Persian Gulf was instructed 

to endeavour to prevail on his Highness the Imaum of Muscat to extend the 
provisions of the treaty concluded by Captain Moresby, so as to include the 
provinces of Kateywar-and Gntchj tfnd to obtain permission from his Highness 
to sefench vessels fitted out from his poits suspected of bdng engaged in the 
slave-teade. f ■ 

3. Captain Moresby’s dated the 33th Angnst 1833, merely prohibited 

the slave trade by snojects of ffie Imaum, if found to the- eastward of a- line 
drawn' firom Cane D^gado, passing east of Socotra on' to DhiHcad,; flm'W^tem 
poitttof the Gulf of Oambay. . ; . r; . 

4. On the same oceasiem the resident was instructed to endeavohi^to Ccfncllide ' 

similar engagements tnth the ofher Arabian chiefs of the Persian Gulf. ' ^ ^ 

338- 5 . On* 
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nDc Khuleefa 
of Aboothabce. 

. Sliaik Muktoom 
of DebfiO'- 
. Shaik Abdfoollah 
of Amulgavccn 


. >5.. 0ni tbe 19th July lasa^ Captain Hehnell rej^ted that the ^Axab rahiefs 

noted iii the margin, had entered into an engagement of thrbe pro- 

hibitory of the sdaye trade. By the first, the right ^ seardi is conferred on our 
vemels bey<^d a line dra'vm firom Cape l><^gad6 to Cape Ckn^el^ in Mekran. 
By the second, vie^is found beyond those limits with stares on hosurd are de- 
clared lialfie to seizure and ccmfiecation. By the diird, the side of Soomalees is 
dechbed an act of piracy. , "» ' 

w. ®* 1'hese engagements have been published in the Govemment Gazette, and 

. Sh8&“'soi^ of orders issued to the Superintendent ca the Indian navy, for their enfovcmnent by 
RaaelKhymab. the oflScers of the Indian navy. 

7. On the 2l8t October 1830., the resident was again requested to embrace 
the first opportunity of inducing the Imaum of Muscat to extend the*iine of 
prohibition of the slave trade by his subjects from Din Head to Cape Gruadel 
on the coast of Mukran. 

8. In the meantime Captain Cogah was sent by Her Majesty’s Government 
to conclude a treaty with the Imaum of Muscat, according to a printed draft 
furnished for his guidance. In his letter forwardii^ copy of a treaty entered 
into by the Imaum, Captain Cogan observes, “ The abolition of slavery in his 
Highness’ dominions, which is a subject of much solicitude with Her Majiisty’s 

_ Government, has only been advanced by the more formal confirmation of the 

ftite article XV. of j822, and with permission for the ships and vessels of the East India 

le treaty. Company to give force and effect to its stipulations, which had previously been 

interdicted.” In the same letter, this officer states it to be his opinion, “ that 
there are serious difficulties in obtaining further amicable concessions from the 
government of Muscat, unless we tender some pecuniary equivalent, supported 
by naval protection against the neighbouring Mahomedau powers interested in 
the countenance of the slave trade.” 

. 0. Under these circumstances, it is highly satisfactory to observe from Captain 

Heunell’s report, of the 17th December last, that he has succeeded in obtaining 
much more extensive concessions from the Imaum than those obtained by Cap- 
tain Cogan. His Highness has in fact acceded to the wishes of tliis Govern- 
ment, by authorizing the right of search, and extending the boundary line laid 
down in Captain Moresby’s treaty, from Din Head to Pussein, the eastern exJtre- 
mity of the territories of his Highness on the coast of Miikran, thus including 
the coasts of Kattywar, Cutcb, Kurachee, and upwards of four degrees westward, 
in the limits within which the subjects of Muscat are forbidden to carry on the 
slave trade.” 

10. I cannot more strongly point out tlie great advance which, with prefer 
care and vigilance, may now be made in suppressing tlie slave trade, than by 
noticing the fact mentioned in one of Captain Ontram’s recent despatches, that 
no less than lietween 700 and 800 slaves are annually imported at Kurachee in 
Sinde. 

11. The Honourable Board’s consideration is requested to the second and fol- 
lowing paragra])hs of the resident's letter of the 10th December last; the only 
way in which the evils therein noticed can be checked, appears to I>e to leave his 
Highness tlie Imaum free to adopt such measures as he may deem expedient. 

12. In a subsequent letter, dated the 16th February 1840, Captain Hennell 
explains, that the new boundary line is made to terminate at Cape Pusfaiiin, in- 
stead of Guadcl, “ the Imaum having objected to the latter place, as being 
situated witliin his possessions on tlie Mekran coast the distance between the 
two cajies, Jiowever, is stated to be only 70 miles. 

1.3. The new treaty should perhaps at once be published in the Government 
Gazette, and the Superintendent of the Indian navy be directed to adopt effectual 
measures for its enforcement. The political agents in Kattywar, Cntcli, and 
Lower Sinde, should also be iiiformed of the extension of the boundary line, so as 
to include the ports and coasts withte their jurisdiction. Ctoteia Hennell’s pro- 
ceedings will doubtless receive the warm’ commendations of Government, and it 
may perhaps be de#jmcd advisable to address his Highness the Iniaam bf Masekt 
in suitaide terras, when t^ie opportdni^ mi^t be taken of sending j^resents of 
equal value to those recently received from Mdacati ' ' Finally, these proceedings 
may be reported to the Government of India and the home authorities. 


10 April 1840. 


(sifted) J. P, WiU&ugMtyt 

Secretary to Government. 



ANP M^ASUBEa taken FOR ITS ABOLITION. 


..a33 


, by the Honourable the Governor, subscribed to by tlie Boards dated 

, . ' ■ ,13 4prUvl840.,-. ; . ■; 

■The infbrmatiOH 'endwidied in ’the memorandum is hijghly satisiactdiy. has 
long l>eeh dn obiect of gpreat solicitude with this Government idiat the Imautn 
should be prevaired upon to' ‘extend the limits' "within wMch tlie riiavfe trade wis 
prosecuted by sj^jects of his kingdom, which extended to the cohstet of countri^ 
subject to thO’ tributaries of this Government, or to states in alliance v/ith it. A 
very considerable traflSc has long been known to have been carried on, more 

g irticularly from Africa, with, the Portuguese setthmicht 'of' Diu, on the coast of 
atty war, with the wrt of Mandavee, in Cutch, and with those in Scinde- By 
the atr&ngements effected with his Highness the Imaum, through the agency of 
.Ca^^tain Hfjhnell, that officer has the merit of having effectually jiut it ‘In our 
power to exclude the slave trade on the long line of coast extending fronHBombay 
to Gape Pushein in Mukran. For this valuable service Captain Hennell should 
receive the thanks of this Government, and at the same time a letter should be 
addressed to the Imaum, expressive of the higjj satisfaction of the British Govern- 
ment at receiving the gratifying intelligence of his co-operation in the accom- 
plishment of an object in which the British nation take the deepest interest, and 
that, in the opinion of this Government, his Higliness could not have given a 
better proof of his friendship. I approve of the .su^estion in the Secretary’s 
memorandum, that the opportunity of addressing this letter should l)e taken for 
the return of the presents we have recently received from his Highness. The 
treaty concluded with the Imaum to he published in the Government Gazette, 
and the other recommendations in the memorandum to he adopted. 

(signed) J. R. Carwic. 

J. Parish. 

13th April 1840. G. W. Anderson. 



(Political Department.) 

NOTIFICATIOH. 

Hi 9 Highness Seid Said Bin Sultan, the Imaum of Muskat, having, on the 
17th of December 1830, consented to the three following articles being added to 
the treaty concluded with his Highness by Captain Moresby, under date the 
20tJb of August 1822, prohibiting any traffic in slaves being carried on by sea 
within certain limits in his Highnesses territories, the same are now published for 
general information. 

“ I agree that the following articles he added to the above trejity concluded by 
Captain Moresby, on the aforesaid date.” 

1. ^ That the Government cruizers, whenever they may meet any vessels belong- 
ing to my subjects, beyond a direct line drawn from Cape Delgado, passing two 

degrees seaward of the island of Socotra, and ending at Pnsstnn *, and shall sus- • On the Mckra: 
pect that such vessel is engaged in the slave ti*ade, the said cruizers arc per- coast, 
mitted to detain and search it.” 

2. “ Should it ou examination be found that any vessel belonging to my sub- 
jects is carrying slaves, whether men, women, or children, for sale, beyond the 
aforesaid line, men the Government cruizers shall seize and confiscate such ves- 
sel and her cargo ; but if the said vessel shall pass beyond the aforesaid line 
owing to stress of weather, or other case of necessity not under control, then she 
shall not be seized.” 

3. “ As the selling of males and females, whether grown up, or young, who 
are ‘hoor’ or free, is contrary to tihe Mahomedan religion ;; and wliereas the S<»o- 
malees are included In the hodr or free ; 1 do hereby agree that the sale of mal^ 
and females, whether young oar edd, of the Soomalee tribe, shall be considered as 
piracy, and that four months froo^ tiiis date all those of my people convicted of 
Dcing concerned in such an aet sbaH be punished as pirates. Dated ibth 
Showal 3255 A. H. cott^pondlog to the 17th December a. n|l830.” 

Seal of ^L'Si) Sei3 Sini’Suttati. ' 

: (True tnmsj^tion.) 

(signed) S. Hennell^ Resident Persiaa OulL *' 

23fi. p p 4 
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. C|;^SREp»^ailr0. ^ppy of tbo abp^ ijKoi^lif^ation b^/trabi^ril^ itO'tba 
Department, that the same may be p'ubliaheq in the next. (^v«|mment|^G;^ette, 
in the Arabic, Persian, Gtirerattee and Mahintta languages. ; 

Ordered al^ Tliat an extract paragrah 1, of the communication from the 
Tesideutintthe Persian Qulf, dated the I7th December last, he tr^fil^pred to* the 
Persian Department, with a request that a letter *mav there be ^inpared to the 
address of the Imanm of Muscat, expressive of the high satisfaction which the 
British Government has derived in receiving the present gratifying intelligence 
of his ^ighness’s co-operation in the accompUshmeht of an object in which the’ 
British nation takes tiie deepest interest, and informing his Ilighness that he 
could not have afforded Government a.bettcr proof of his friendship and i^g^rd. 

Ordered further. That when the above letter ’is transmitted to the Imaum of 
Muscat, it be accompanied by presents from this Government to his Highness, 
e(}ual in value to those lately received from Jiis Ilighness,, on hjs return to Mus- 
cat; the ‘Peraiah secretary selecting such articles as, in his .c^inion, will be 
most, acceptable to his Higlmess. ' , .<■ . ' 

(signed) P, WUloughhyi 

Secretary to Gk»veTnineat. 


No, 9 o 8 o. .(^ 0 , 990 .of 1840.) , . - 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, To Captain 
S. Hennell, Resident in tlie Persian Gulf, dated 18 May 1840. 

v’ Sir, ' 

1. I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the 17th 
December, No. 123 of 1839, and the 16th February, No. 16 of 1840, reporting 
the successful result of your negociations with the Imaum of Muscat, in inducing 
his Highness to extend the line of prohibition of the slave trade by his subjects 
from . Dill Head to C^e Pussein on the. coast of Mekran. 

2. Jn reply, I am oesired to obse^e, that it has long been an object of great 
solicitude with the British Government that the Imaum should be prevailed 
upon to extend the limits within which the slave trade has been prosecuted by 
subjects of bis Highness’s kingdom, which extendedtothe coasts of countries sub- 
ject to tlie tributaries of this Government, or to states in aUiance With it, and to 
communicate to you the warmest commendation of the Honourable the Gover- 
lior in Council for your valuable exertions in obtaining such an extensive con- 
cession from the Imaum as that now reported. 

3. A vaery considerable traffic in slaves has long been known to have been carried 
on, more particularly from Africei with the Portuguese settlement of Diu, on the 
coast of Katty war, with the polt^of Mandavie*in Outch, and with those in Scinde. 
By the arrangements which have now been effected tlirough your instrumeu- 
.tality with his Highness the Imaum, Government will have the power effectu- 
ally of excluding this nefarious trade, on the long line of coast extending from 
Bombay to Cape Pussein, in Mekran, a service which is duly estimated 'by^. the 
GoA’-emor in Gouncil. • 

4. Enclosed is tranalution of a letter which has been addressed by the Honour- 
able the. Govi^nor to his Higliness the. Imaum, expressive of the high satis- 
faction of Goyermuent in receiviug;^e.. gratifying inteUigrasce of his Highness’s 
oo-operation vin the accomplishment^ an objeiE^fn which thje..'^ritish nation has 
ever taken the deepest interest, and mtimatipg rthat hit High^^ could not have 
afforded a better prpof of Ids friendsliip imd iwgaird, , ^ 

6. ^A^ith '^^fcreiice to the second anu following p«^gr«^il of your letter, dated 
the 17th, Delpember last, I am desired to inform, yo^,!|p»t; |he,:G in Coun- 

cil is of opinion that the only way in which, the ieiHls th^Cih mentioned pau be 
checked, will’ be by leaving the Imauim free ^’addj^ sudbi 'i^^ hit High- 
ness may deem expedient. * . \ i ' t 

The 



id hy Ins Hi^hnei»,. will immedisfegly yy 

In ^ . iG^evii(m^ Gszelite at tms .Presidency, and the Snperiati^il^nt of ^ $ 

Indiail ISiavy wip l>e directed to adopt efiectnal xa^anres for its enfo;rctt^^t, 

[• ;7. A': cblnaltrtdoatidii will also be a^drelssed to’ ^ pdlitiiml agents lii 'Katty- 
war. Catch, and Lower Sinde, informing those officers pf the extension of the 
ndw bodndai^ llnej’ so as to inol|ide the ports and coasts within their jurisdiction. 

I have, &c. 

(signed)? J. P. WiBoughby, 

Bombay , Castle, 18 May 1840. Secretary to Government. 


(No. 9D1 of 1840 — Political Department.) 

Prom y. P. Willoughby, Eso. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the Superin- No. «o8» 
tendent of the Indian Navy, dated 18 May 1840. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit for 
your information, an extract paragraph l,from a letter from Captain HenneU, 
the Resident in the Persian Gulf, dated the 1 7th December last, together with 
tran.slations of three articles which his Highness the linanm of Muscat has 
consented to being added to the treaty concluded with his Highness by Captain 
Moresby, under date the 29th August 1822, prohibiting any traffic in slaves 
being carried on within certain limits in his Highness's territories ; and to re- 
quest that you will he pleased to adopt effectual measures for the enforcement 
•within the "extended boundary of the further prohibition now agreed to by His 
Highness. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, 18 May 1840. Secretary to Government. 


(No. 992 of 1840 — Political Department.) 

From J. P. WiUoughhy, Esq. Secretary ito Gfovemment, Bombay, to the Poli- i(o. sods 
tical Agent in Kattywar, dated 18 May 1840 . 

Sir, • 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit, for your 
infoimatiou, an extract paragraph 1, from a letter from Captain HenneU, tlie 
resident in the Persian (xulf, dated the 17th December last, tc^ther with trans> 
lations of three articles which his Highness the Imaum of Muscat has consented 
to being added to the treaty concluded with his Highness -by Captain Moresby, 
under date 29th August 1822, prohibiting any traffic in slaves being carried on 
within certain limits in his Highness’s territories. 

2. In these additional articles the Imaum cf Muscat authorizes tlie i%ht of 
search, and extends tlie boundary line laid down in Captain Moresby's treaty, 
from Diti He*^ to Pussein, the eastern extremity of the territories of nis High- 
ness on the coast of Mekran, thus including the coasts of Katteewar, Cutdi, 

Khuracdiee, and upwards of four degrees westward, in the limits witliin which 
the subjects of Muscat are now forbidden to carry on the slave trade. 

3. ' In forwarding this communication, 1 am desired to request that you will bo 
pleased to adopt such measures as may appear to you to be' necessary, from time 
to time, for prev^ting the'* importation ‘m .slaves by any subjects of Muscat, on 
the line of c<w^ within the r£tnge of your jurisdiction, reporting your proceedings 
for the informshion of Gov^mnmnt. 

-« ■ "1 have, foe. 

(signed) ' J^p.WiUoughbyr 

Bombay Castle, 18 May 1840. ' ' Secretary to^.Gfovemment. 

The same ais above, to the political ag^nt in Lower Sinde (No 993), and the 
polirical agent in Catch (No. 994). 

338. 
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' Alt • 'i'u'^ , , ^ ^ ^ '^ 4 * ' j, j ^ < . i' ' ' , ^ 'j> ' ' ' '■ 

Esq. Se^ ^ isaT.M.MtK^ek^ 

iNo. 0083. ,,,,': Bgq.'.SiecT^isi^y to Goverunimt of is^Moy 1 B 40 . 

■V' ■' ' ^ ' * ' ' Sir, ,' ; ■ ■...,. \ '. .,"_ ; ' ■ 

he Secretary with the Governor-ge- 1 . WxTH reference totlic correspondence noted iis.the imrgiu, 

.*««■* relative to the traffic in slaves carried on in the Persian Gulf, I 
ditto^ ditto, dated IS i)e^ 183 !. ' ***** directed by tlie Hononrable the Governor in Council h> 
nd!tto,ditto,’dated 5 January 1839 . transmit to you, for the purjjosc di' submission to the Right 
ditto, ditto, ''^dated SI Oct. 1839 . honourable the Governor-general of India in Council, extracts 
!lStSSda“?dJ 3 S;h^^^^^^ from the further proceedings of this Government on the saipp 
ditto, ditto, dated 4 May 1840 . subject. 

3. From Captain HenneH’s letter, dated the 17th December last, the Go- 
vernment of India will he gratified to perceive that the linaum of Muscat has 
consented to three artichis being a<lded to the treaty concluded with his High- 
ness by Captain Moresby, under date the 29th August 1822, in which his 
Highness autliorizes the right of search, and extends the boundary line laid 
doTfva in Captain Moresby’s treaty from Din Head to Pussein,; the eastern 
extremity of the territories of his Highness on the coast of Mekran, thus hi- 
cludihg the coasts of Katteewar, Cutch, Khurachee, and upwards of four degrees 
, westward, in the limits witliin which the subjects of Muscat are now forbidden 
to carry on the slave trade. 

3. Enclosed is copy of a summary drawxi up by Mr. Secretary Willoughby, 
in which a , review is taken of the proceedings which, during the last three years, 
have been adoptt^d by this Government for the purpose of suppressing the traffic 
in slaves in the Persism Gulf. 

4 . Copies of the orders which have been issued by this Government, conse- 
quent on the receipt of Captain HenneH’s letter, dated 17th December last, are 
herewith forwarded for the information of his Lordship in Council. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) P. Willoughby^ 

Bombay Castle, 3 8 May 1840. Secretary to Government. 

(True e.\tract.) 

(signed) X. R. Reid, 

Chief Secretary. 

(No. 26 of 1840 — Political Department.) 

iWi liamerton. Captain in Political Duty, Muscat, to X. R. Rdd, Esq., 
Chief Secretary to Government of JBowx^ay, dated 1 .Tuly 1840. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying letter from his Highness the 
Imaum to the address of the Honourable the Governor. 

I have, &.p. 

(signed) , A. liamerton , , 

Muscat, 1 July 1840. Captain in Political Duty, Muscat. 


(Persian , Department.) 

SuEBTANCE of a Leiteu fiom His Highness the Imaum of Muscat to the Hononr- 
able the Govjernor, dated 29 Rubee Cfoiakhir (30 June), and received 7 July 
1840. . 

A;-C. ' ,, ^ 

The letter which your Honour sent by^ the steamer came fo iny hands at ^ 
auspicious time, and afforded me great pleasure. '’■i 

I have understood its contents, especially that part vhich has reference to what 
Captain HennOU, resident in the Persian Gulf, nae utritten to your Hono***‘» *^®“ 
gardthg the l^xihg of the limits within Which .the slave trade Is prohifeited. v 
he has communicated to your Honour is true. He explained to me the wish,^^ of 
« Goventtfient, 



. 6pyenu[neiQity..^d/I, aetejited to theTO»,sayii|g;,.th#t,wj^^y€rP’(atey«^^ . ■■!■(:':. ^p^rgy 

and was in iny ..power, I was ready to do. ' / ■; . ..'1 •. 

Tke ai!ticles whiidi yonr Honour pleased to foirwaid to.toe iiiliolfw^ of-tfie ^ 

.,ewptain. Qf leave been received agreealdy to ^ 

needed not undergo 4^11 this trouble, for Z have alwaya beex^ undar great .(d>ligar 
tions to Qovemment from times bygone, and it is not in •my^ower' to inaJko .a 
retuun, except by my prayers to .God on your behalf. 

(signed) Jt Morrist 

Secretary to Government. 


(True copies.) 

(signed) L. It, Meidf 

Chief Secretary. 


Extract Political Letter from J 3 omhay , dated 30 September 1838. 

Para. 33. We l)eg to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court, that, not- Cutch Slave Ti 
withstanding a })roclamation was issued, and other active measures taken by his 
Highness the Rao in Cutch, to prohibit and prevent tJie tratBc in slaves in his 
Sea-ports, 20 slaves wore recently imported into Maiulavic'. 

34. The resident in Cutch reported in his letter, dated the 20th July last, Political Consi 
that those slaves were brought from Zanzibar and Mombassa, and landed clan- tion, igSept. ii 
destinoly by the importers, who were more easily enabled to effect that object in N®' 453 S * 045 ; 
conscqueuc<i of the duty formerly levied on the importation of slaves, having 

been discontinued. Th<i fact of those slavt^s having been landed at Maudavie 
was not discovered for many weeks after tlic arrival of the vessels in which they 
were imported. 

35. As soon as it became known, bowevor, to the durbar officers on the spot, 
they immediately reported it to the liao, and bis Highness ordered the whole of 
the slaves, and the people who imported them, to be sent to Bliooj, when the 
owners urged in tlieir defence tliat they thought that the prohibition only ex- 
tended to slaves meant for sale ; and, as they did not intend to part with those 
in their possession, they had landed them. 

36. One of the merchants also declared that he had brought eight male and 
female slaves with him, during a temporary visit to (bitch, and informed the resi- 
dent that lie would have Icift them at Zanzibar until Ids return, could be have 
found any one there to take proper care of them. During liis absence, one of 
the tiudals asserted that lie had purchased a boy for the purpose of adopting him ; 
another lad had come as the carpenter of the vessel ; a third was forwarded as 
an act of alleged charity, he being picked up destitute and uriowrieil ; and two 
girls were stated to have been sent expressly to be maiTied to two slave boys 
belonging to tin* household of Tuckhur Mowjee Gopaul, of JVlaudavie, the .agent 
of the Imaum of Muscat at that port, and his brothers, the farmers of the customs 
both at Mombassa and Zanzibar. 

37. Colonel Pottinger, however, observed that full credit should not be given 
to all these explanations, although many (perhaps most) of them might be true, 
and that the intimate intercourse carried on between Zanzibar and MomW»sa, 
where the slave trade is. legal, and Maudavie, where it is prohibited, must render 
it almost impossible entirely to stop the transit of slaves irom and to these ports. 

38. As a precautionary measure against the sale of the slaves, his- Highness 
Ihe Hop too^ bonds from their owners to produce them when: culled on, and also 
to i^bide by any instructipus which the (government might be pleased to issue. 

Colonel Pqttinger further stated that his Highness was ready either to order the 
slaves to be sOt at liberty, or to cause the whole of them to he conveyed back to 
the ports from whence they were brought, but he Kao) doubted whether any 
of them would feel disposed to return, except in co.mp^y of tlieir masters. 

38. Colonel Pottinger ' availed lumseirof this. oppcHrjtoi^y ijfcO po|nt opt to his 
Highness die Rab, the necessity of repeating , his, proclamptibh ; and, in pr^er the 
mom effectually to clieck this. iiefarious trade, to comp^it the Oiwner. 

^afc cleared out th^retdtorf the coast of . Africa^ to entes: ibto a; ^ to 

G u 2 briag 



briilgl^bftK^ '•’1^ fttSpaeialt^^ 

, ..'©tttirely approved <»f by tw. .?»*« '■■ff mh/: h '*#^4 ';>:?>■;» %+ 

49.'^ ^tplg$T& W ^ba "diipbsal< ibeib sla^/ of«''dptiidS&iai'i^afi^ 

tho^ hoUsA Jidc' th^ hokiMth^A aetiraiilB/bl '^ebr aiiw 

with'lbdiii fotrfad^iie fttrdkflV 

taally^tapYavant^tbair «ile‘;'aad^»nth T^ect***© thdaa'^^hai'wera »fefeaartir 
chas^, we douAidared that the^i‘ f^edom-shauld ba ©ffered^td tkea»v:;wlfM j|^^ 
to proceed wherever they chose; but that in the event of theirt^dbeiinti^ 
offeV, 'theasuroB ehould^be taken to prev^t their sale. ' instrueticais to the^abt^e 
edect'have been tGhued to die ifesident in Oxtoh, and at ’the tsame timr theft, 
ofiieer <4ras ap^sed that we saw no objection to the Iwo ^ria above alludedi to 
xnanying the two slave b<^s in the Service of Tuckkur Mowjee CHtopaulyv pro-' 
vided that the marriage was contracted with their free consent, and with a plcar 
understanding that they possessed their freedom. ' 

41. It is a source of much satisfaction to us to observe the interest which his 
Highness- the^ Bao of Catch takes in suppressing the slave trade 'tntMn.' his^ 
dominions. 


SxTnAOT PouTicAL DEsbATcii to Motnbay, dated 23 October (No. 11') l-SSP. 

Para. 10. Thk conduct of the Rao in the case of slave trade, reported in 
Licutenant*colouer jENittinger's letter of 23th July 1338, seems to mvc been 
highly proper. 


ExrnACT Bombay Political Consultation, 19 September 1838 . 

From Henry Pottinger^ Esq. Resident ,in CtUch, to .T. JP. TVtlloughhyy Esq. 

Secretary to Government, Bombay, dated 26 July 1838 . 

Sir, , i ' 

I KEGRET to have to report, for the information of the Honourable the Governor 
in Council, that notwithstanding tlie proclamation issued, and other measures 
taken by his Highness the Rao of Cutch to prohibit and prevent anything of 
the kind, 26 slaves were brought this season by boats from ^nzibar and Mom> 
bassa to Mandavie. 

2. The duty formerly levied on the importation of slaves having been for- 
mally cancelled, the persons to whom these belonged took advantage of that 
circumstance to land them clandestinely, and the fact ©f their being in Man- 
davie was not discovered for many weeks subsequent to the arrival of the vessels 
in whi<ih they came. 

3. As soon as it became known to the durbar officers on the spot, it was 

reported to the Rao, and his Highness ordered the whole of the slaves, and the 
people who imported them, to be sent to Bhooj, where a statement was, at . my 
request, taken from the latter, of which I have the honour to ^iclose the trans* 
lated tobs.taBce. ' , 

4. These individuals declare they thought that the prohibition only extended 
to slaves meant for sale ; and it will be observed, from tlie explanations tlrey 
have given, that none of them admit they had such an intention. One man has 
brought eight male and female slaves 'witli him during a temporary visit to 
Cuten, and he told me himself he would have left them at Zanzibar until his 
return, could he have found any one to take proper care of them during his 
absence. One of the tindals asserts, that he bought a bey for the' ''purpose of 
adopting him ; {mother lad came as 'the carpenter of the vessel ; a third' Wiw ,|br‘- 
warded as an act of alleged charity, hefbeing picked up deiftittote and unowned^' 
and rivo girts are stated to have been sent expressly to be to4¥ried to twb is^d 
boys belonging to the household of Tukur Mowjee Gopall, of MandaVie; wlto'is 
the agent of the .Imaiim of Muscat at that port, and his hrothfers, the farmers of 
the customs bdtli 'Ot Mombassa and ZanzibOT. . ■ - 

6. Full credit should not perhaps be given to all the explanations, but mMy 
(perhaps raoi^) 'of thein niw be -true, and the intitoato, idt(|i^urito'‘terrr«id 
bet*ween Zanzibar and Momoassai, where tbe’sla^ire -trade is legal, stud Miapidnyl^* 

' where 





'^m. 


5o^if7„;^5 

:tran6it'of alftv^ia^back and forward. ' ' ■• hv/nf-n^ ■ ■'''” ''W'O’iliB^I&i 

B;tK^Dfo/lbik.!fati|i' tiltaii the,-^vmem4)£^4le ' '"^^' ' *" 

wh^« riUad': to^;'aiMi}«l89 -jt^j^abide^lw any iAs«r«Qt{i<n>A.wlMidb theVQnwi^ipianl^.wi^^ 
may ba pleaaadtemsae;<hi».«^ vtmf eitb«» to'^ardeii^idie s|ave&.toiba;aejl; 

IHicafty^t^ 1»> sea tW>ivlioW< of them eonve$fed lmah:tdtthe |miat»<foom;W 
tVjr rffffM - r-iy them will he -i^lmed 

whQ"diollfca<iewpaQy^tbeir,ma«ters. , ; «•.., ,. ,f . ,-i.' ■■*'■'*■.• ;-o>i ■ ' 

7, . Whatever may Jbetthe dec»iw of the Hom^hle the Go^mmhrin GnweU.^i 
‘in the 4 >Teaeut instance;! 1 hate, pointed out to. his. Highness the Ihlo fthe 'necessity- i? 
for repeating his prochnnatimfj and making the, iQwner of eachihoat)t|bat<elearB; ‘ 
out .hereafter ;fo^ the coaitt of A£ri(in>i enter into a hondnot to bring h^k alav^ 

-on any-'pretence. . „•. <■• '.■■ •••■ \‘'\ ■■ .,v. , 

* ,< '.■■'■■ , X.have«&c.' ,, i i.-4, 

i . ■ (signed). JSenry Poiting&^, s ,*< 

Bhooj Besidency, 26 July J838< Resident in <Cuteh. i .Ki 


MEMonAWnuBt of 26 Slaves, broi^ht to the Bander of Mandavie from the Coast 

of Africa and Arabia. 

No; 1.-— In the boat Ram 'Pussa, tindad and owner, Nakwo Jaffer Budhalo: ' ■ ' 

1 . Man named Nusseeba, about 40 years old, purchased for 20 dollars at' 
Muscat by Beereeata Hussain, for the alleged purpose of being used in Ids boat 
and in his house. 


No. 2. — In the Sujal Pussa, tindal, Malim Nursee; owner, Tukur Wal^ei 

Hunsav<«: 

1. Boy named Bhoorakoo, about 12 years old, purchased at Zanzibar, by Sekh 
Gool Mahomed, at the price of 20 J dollars, for his household service, 

1i Boy named Kamces^ about 12 years old, purchased at Zanzibar for lo 
dollars, by Tukur Megjee Monauvee, to be employed in his garden. 

3. Man named Moeerjeh Mehjee, about 22 years old, bought at Zanzibar for 
25 dollars, by Tukur Heeja Oomursecj to be employed on his land in the village 
of Bhamnajec. 


No. 3.; — In the Kadurccya, tindal and owner, Nakwo Dado ; the boat is mort- 
gaged to Sah Veekutnbee TejpdU. 

1. Boy, named Mohbho, about 11 years old, bought by the tindal at Mom- 
basur, for 20 dollars, to be employed in the boat. 

2. Boy, named Nusseeba, about 15 years old, bought for 20 dollars, and. 
brought over by Abrahim, in place of another , slave whom he left to take care - 
of his -property at Mombasur. 

3. Man, named Kamees, about 25 years of age. This slave is scut by Ludkoo^ . 

of Mombasur, in cliarge. of Tukur Kutoo Dhunjee, for delivery to Treeko at 
Mandavie^ who has absconded some time ago. . > 

. .( . , , . . ' - • 


No. 4.— In thfe Gunjoo Sulamntec, itiifdal, Nakwo 'Abdtdla Syanei^f oWher, 

' - ' Tukur Peetha Mohunjoe: ' ■ ' ■ 

. i-' :-i, • ' . • . ”* ,4’ ^ ; ,s’ !■!>,.■ ■, ’ 

1,., Boy, pam^ J[ummQ,.aboutJ|.4 years old, bought at.Zepuih.pr |^r, 10! dollars, 
by .^6 t^ah.tp be employoddnlho boat. , ... ; 'ii ‘i. » 

2.; . ^y, uatpp4 yiifoydbec, abQut lO years pld, copaioissioqed l^y'Dukpr 1 * 1 ^ . 
and ‘pnrebased at Zapzfoar for 20 doOars, to be, emplpy^d as a playfellow w.itn . 
the.tuJkwc’s childFdBf ■ i ;•> ... .. -i.;.' ■ -j . 

No. 5. — In the Koteeah Vusseesul, tindal, '^veer; rOWXier,< £3iopaU Jatb8nee« 





^ if 


^ ^ 

doll^a^mr tibe tindall, fw the ppi^<p^ oi 
self okillvtfiss. 


aijopt id years oj^,' ppraK^e^ at Zanzibar 

Dp^po8(pi of bemg adopt^ as his heir, he ,b^nf mm,- 
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o' t . ; < « ‘-if . -'f I, ' 

, "’^■- V'V. i 'H' V ' ' <<-A'<'^'^'' ■ ., •’f t r ■!?* /.'t "'iV'? ^'‘'''' 

>.;lv JVfai^^.n^ed ;S aboiit, ‘^2 

/op anot^tei; slave lArhiO had 1 ]^ea to iiiL.his^^hiaxL<is^ ; 1 ' f V :^r . , 

2 .. Boy^ na^iod ^us^eba* about lo ^ye^s old, ^eommi^oned by Wueevet 
Bhayoeo Salanec, for his own use, iu tbe. service of his boat and his vl^ply, as^. 
pumiased at Zanzibar for 13 dollars. . > ^ . 


No., 7. — In the Tutchkheir,, tindal, Kheto Malim; owner, Tukur Mora^rj^r 
Bhanjee, chartered by Tukur Gopall Mowjee, 

I . Man, named Bhuracks, about 20 years old, bought for 20 dollars SK Mom- 
basur by the tindal, to be employed in his boat. 3 . ‘ . 


In the Runchor Pussa, tindal, Adhoo Malim ; owner, Gopall Mowjee. 


1 . 

Man - 

- named Bhuraks 

- 

about 25 years old 

2 . 

Woman 


Tumasa 

- 


13 — 

3. 

Man 


Saleem 

• 

99 

18 — 

4; 

Woman 


Byahtee 

- 

99 

15 — 

3. 

Man 


Vilbhidhee 

- 

99 

18 — 

6 . 

1 

a 

'k 

" 99 

Kunieesab 

- 

99 

18 — 

7. 

Mali 


Hussein 

- 

99 

16 — 

8 . 

Woman 


Byahtee 

- 

99 

13 — 


The four women arc married to the four men, and the whole batch belongs to 
Tukur Jetba Maljci, who has been for some time a resident at Zanzibar, and has 
madi! use of these slaves in carrying on his business there; the tukur has brought 
them with him to Mandavie, because there is no one at Zanzil>ar in whose charge 
he could leave them ; he has shut up his shop there during his visit to Cutch, 
but intends to carry the slaves back with him, when ho returns to resume his 
business next season..; 

{}. Woman, nanied Meydoree, aged about 16 . 

10 . Woman, named Mygiddo, aged aboiit 12 . 

These two girls belong to the establishment of Tukur Gopall Mowjee, at Zan- 
zibar, and are sent over to be married to two of the slaves in the tukur’s house 
at Mandavie. 


No. 8 . — In the Buggalow Sullamutee, tindal, Nakwo Hussein ; owner, 

Gopall Mowjee*. 

1 . Man, named Mukhboo, about 20 years old, sent by Tukur Soorjei, of Mom- 
basur, to Treeko Mobundavee, to be taken care of, the man having been picked 
up destitute and unowned. 

No, 9 , — In the Buttalah l.uckonce Tussa, tindal, Ramjeo ; owner, Mahadco 

Thofun. 

1 . Boy, named Asmanee, about 1 5 years old. 

2 . Girl, named Husseomah, about 12 years old. 

Thesw; form j)ai't of the household of .Tairam Seujee, at Zanzibar, and were sent 
by him, the boy as carpenter to the vessel, the girl for the service of his family, 
who reside at Moondra. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) JP. M. MehnU, 

First Assistant Resident. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) Henry PotUnger, Resident in Cutch. 


Minutje by. tlie Honourable the Governor, concurred, in by ihe ;IIonoiErid>le 

Mr. Dunlop, dated 17 August 1838. . . k’ 

< lOVEttNMEKT are much gratified to observe tlie interest which his Highness the 
Rao has shown in meeting the wishes of Govemm^t for the suppression of this 
* ahomipablc 







eati*«|y^'iitj*^ ' ’. ^ ^ i ■■ 

: ' flopiiii^m fb of them Who the r^ideii^ 

fti?e setviahts of theirmaasters; iiTidhjiivife''*i!ved 

'with ttiem aa stated for sotae time, shonldaOt he intetfop^d with, fartSw^^^ 
eifebthally to prevent their sale; they should renaain with their masters' ahd de- 
*^aart with' thcsta ; those recently purchased sltould have the option of taking thefe 
treedom, and if declined, effectual measures should be taken for preventing their 
sal^j There can be no objection to the two girls’ marriage as intended, provided 
it be entlialy with their own fjeo consent, and under a clear understanding* that 
they have their freedom. 

17 Allgusli 1838. (signed) James FaHsh. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Anderson^ concurreil in by the Honourable 

Mr. Ihinlop. (Without date.) 

I THINK the owners should be made to understanil that the slaves are free, and 
the slaves that they are no longer slaves, but may do and go \^her<‘ they please. 

This being well understood would effectually check the importation of slaves 
for sale. 

(signcfl) O. TF. Aridermn. 


Minute by the Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the Honourable 

Mr. Anderson. (Without date.) 

I CONCUH in the above, so far as is not at variance with my Minute of 17th. 

(signed) James Parish. 


From A. P. Willoughbp, Esq., Secy to Government, Bombay, to the Assistant 
in charge of the Residency, Cutek, dated 18 September 1 838. 

Sir. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Lieutcnant-colottel Pottinger’s 
letter, dated the 26th ult., with its cuclosures, reporting that notwithstanding the 
active measures of his Highness the Rao of Cutcb to suppress slavery through- 
out his dominions, 26 slaves have recently been taken to Mandavie, from Zanzibar 
and Mombaesa. 

2. With regard to the disposal of these slaves, the Honourable the Governor in 
Council is of opinion, that those whom there is no reason to disbelieve are bond 
Jide the household servants of their masters, and to have lived with thisiii (as is 
alleged) for some time past, should not be interfered with, further than effectually 
to prevent their sale, but be suffered to i*emain with their masters, and to depart 
with them ; those, however, recently purchased should have the ojition of talcing 
their freedom, and proceeding wherever they may think proper ; sltould this olfer 
be declined by them, effeetual measures should ho taken to prevent their sale, and 
their masters distinctly informed that they possess no right of pro])erty over tlic 
slaves in question, 

3. The Governor in Council sees no objection to the two girls alluded to in 
the fourth jmragraph of Colonel Pottinger’s report marrying under tlie circum- 
stances therein stated, provided the same be entirely with their own consent, and 
under a clear understanding that they have their freedom. 

4. I am further desired to inform you, that the Governor in Council is much 
gratified to observe the interest shown by his Highness the Rao for tlie suppres- 
sion of slavery, and entirely upprdves of the recommendation made by Colonel 
Pottibger to Uie Rao to repeat tlie proclamation published by his Highness on the 
6th Fimrunry 1836, and to make the ow'iier of eiich boat that hereafter clears out 
for the coast of Africa, enter into abend not to bringii)>ack slaves on any pretence. 

1 have, fee.* 

Bombay- Castle^ (signed) J., P. Jf^ltcmyJfiby, 

18 September 1838. Secretary to Government. 

(Tnie extract.) - J, P, WilUughJy, , . 

Secretary to Governme'rit. 
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832* CORBESPONDENCE ONtHE^tAVB filA»>l5i 

* . I 

Ewj^ct PouTtcAL Lctteh from dated 1 2 May (Nd. ^dSS, 

Para. 10. Ik the 10th paragraph of hia report, Mr. £i4kine^ in 
to the subject of slavery in Kattywar, observes, “ The precautkms takd^:^ fhe 
.British Oove^ment against the importation of foreira siaves at the^dSfferent^ 
have been maintained, and in all probability have been dompletely snccessml as 
far as ports under our jurisdiction are conceited. A consider^le importation^ 
takes place at Dieu, both directly from the Arabian shores, and from Goa and 
Demaun, from whence they are brought into the province. For this, I may con- 
fidently say, I see no remedy whatever, as it rpsts entirely with the Brhish 
Government to say how far they consider it politic to interfCTe -rtfith their allies 
the Portuguese on this important question.” 

11 . We are not aware that at present any further measures can be adopted for. 
the extinction of slavery in Katty war ; but it appears to us highly desirable that 
the importation of slaves into the Portuguese ports of Goa, Demaun, and Oieu,^ 
should, if practicable, be prevented ; and we have accordingly made a reference 
to the advocate-general to report how far existing treaties between England and 
Portugal would authorise our resorting to active measures to accoiuplisli the 
object in view. 


Political Letteu from Bombay, dated 14th July (No. 64) 1838. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable East 

India Company, London. 

Honourable Sirs, • 

In the 10th and llth paragraphs of our despatch, dated 12th May (No. 46) of 
1838, we brouglit to your Honourable Court’s notice the importation of slaves 
into the Portuguese v ports of Goa, Demaun, and Dieu, which it was believed 
had been carried on to a considerable extent; and we further stated that we had 
caused a reference to be made to the advocate-general for the purpose of ascer- 
tmning how fe^ existing treaties between England and Portugal would autho- 
rise our resorting to active measures to prevent this importation. 

2. We have now the honour to transmit tn your Honourable Court the accom«> 
ponying copy of a communication from the advocate-general, containing his 
opinion on the question at issue. “^0 have &c. 

(signed) J. Parish. 

Bombay Castle, 14 July 1838. G, W. Anderson. 


Extract Political Lkttrr from Bombay, dated 20 May (No. 16) 1840. 

88. With reference to the 10th and llth paragraphs of our despatch, dated 
the 12th May (No. 46), and to our despatch dated the 14th July (No. 64) of 
1838, on the subject of certain circumstances which had been brourfit to the 
notice of this Government relative to an alleged traffic in slaves carried on at the 
Portuguese settlement of Dieu, we do ourselves the honour of submitting to 
your Honourable Court, copy of a letter from the political agent in Katteewar, 
dated the 28th September last, in which that officer furnishes such information 
as he was able to gain on the subject during a recent visit he paid to that island. 

84. In his report, the political agent states that he has learnt from private 
sourc(^s, that the trade in slaves has for the Iasi few years been greatly discon- 
tinued, partly in consequence of strict injunctions for its suppression sent out by 
the Portugu^e government in Europe, and partly from the exertions of the 
governor of that island, Don Francisco de Mello, and, that for the last three 
years, the few slaves that have been imported into the island, had been taken 
there in . Arab and Mozambique vessels. . 

85. The political agent further states that, prior to his departure firom Dieu, 
the governor sent liim a polite letter, in whh^ his Excellency stated that he 
entertained the same humane views as the British Government relative to the - 
abolition of trade in slaves; and, at th^ same time, as an earnest of his intentions, 
made over to the charge of tho political agent two African slave boys, who had 

been^ 
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been bnmgl^t ,up Els;ceUency*s hoiuse, with a request that] they might be 

%bWof hy-liHe ontish Goverhtai^ttt, andi qualified to dam 'their Own liveli- 

retiirpv'iuformed, the CJuvernor.of Diau that we haye ex- 
' ^erii^^d highest' ^mtificatibn at die praiseworthy cundnet, ui’4^ JBiXoeUeacy 

m pcmn^on with this suHect, and expressed a nope that his ExeeUet^Oy 
yvill continue to ^ord the British Govemihent such co'-o|;>m'ation as may be, in 
his power in .phtting down this nefarious, trafiic.; aud have ius^ajs^ted the political 
agent , to make over the two liberated slave hoys above alluded to^ to any persons 
. oPrespeQtability who may feel d^irous of entertaining them; as servants on 
mondily wages, care being diken hy the political agent to, ensure tliieir proper 
treatment. 


moM»Av. 


Extract PoLrrtCAL Despatch to Bombay^ dated 12 March (No. 5) 1840. .» 

Para. 60. Wn have no doubt of your exerting yourselves to prevent the 
importation of slaves into the Portuguese ports of Goa, Demaun, and Dieii, by 
all means consistent with existing treaties and enactments. ■ 


Extract Politicai. Despatch to Bombay ^ dated 23d December (No. 10) 1840. 


Para. 20. We learn with much satisfaction that, accord- 
ing to the information obtained by -Mr. Erskinc, on a visit to 
the island of Dion, the trade in slaves formerly carried on there, 
has, for the last few years, been almost entirely discontinued, 
in consiiquence of the orders of the Portuguese government in 
Europe, aud the exertions of the present governor. 


Letter from, dated S2u Muy (No. iC 
1840, 

(83 to 86). Respecting tbo slave trat 
formerly carried on in the island 
Diea. 


Extract Bombay Poutical Consultations, o May 1838. 

Extract Poutical Letter from James Btsldne, Esq. Political Agent in 
Kat4eewar, to X- P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretaiy to Government, dated 
December 1837. 'iW' 

Para. 10. I have addressed Crovemment so lately upon the subject of No. 1961. 
slavery* that I have little to remark hert;. The precautions taken by the British 
Goverament against the importation of foreign slaves at the different ports have 
been maintained, and in-all probability have been completely successful as far as 
ports under our jurisdiction arc concerned ; a considerable importation takes place- 
at Dicn, both directly from the Ambiau shores,* and from Goa and Demaun, from 
whence they are brought into the province. Fot- this I may confidently say I 
see no remedy whateverj as it rests entirely with the British Government to say 
how far they consider it police to interfere with their allies the Poiluguttse on 
■this irapoitant question. , Domestic slavery exists under such a mitigated ferm 
in Ka,tteewar,,that, however incumbent it is on an enlightened and l)enevolent 
goyernm'eht to discohrage the- practice, so as eventually to lead to its extinction, 
th'ere is fes? regret at its practice than were it carried on under circupistances of 
cruelty and inhumanity. , . 


Extract Minute by the Right flonourable the Qoyerrior, subscribed to by tlie No. ly'ie. 

Board^ dated 2o April 1838. 

' Para* . 8, .t am not aware that we can at present adopt any fu^^er' measures 
for the extinction of slavery in Kattywar. It would be;. very desirable to pre- 
vent the iu^pottation of slaves into the. Portuguese ports' of Goa, 'Demaun, ami 
Dieu, but I do not recollect enough of. the treatiesalMstwoeil England and Por- 
tugal, to be able to-say liowi far w© are at liberty tot resort tq active measures for 
diat pui^ose.. .The {treaties i should, however, suppose arc: to -be feuhd at die 
Ebxarvv iand perhaps the shosetest’/way would he to send the question at once to 
the advocafe^gener^, , 1 presume tha< Company's solicitor can supply him V'ltli 
. the ,t]^eaties, ? ..••..j,. .i' . - * . 

■ . 83fi- 
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olitical Depart* 
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. . .V . • ' t L ? ' 

f 1^ th# to |£iie Secreteiy . to 


^ -Siv ■ :' ■ ■■■■''•’. ■•■■,.'■ _ ,' '."■i ;^■.w’■^ 

I HAVE the hhnoxir of ecknowleiiging the vecei'pt of yOttf letter of tjhe 3d ultimo, 
(No. 819), intimating that Government are desirous to prevent the importation of 
slaves into the Portuguese ports of Goa, Demaun, and Dieu, which, it is stat€|dw» 
is at present carried on to a conuderable extent, and requesting* me to report, 
how far, bj' existing treaties between England and Portugal, the British Qp-' 
vemment would be justified in resorting to active measures for the i^rtheradee 
of the above object., * 

In reply, I am not aware of any later treaties than those dated in, 1815 and 
1817, which are set out in the 5 Geo. 4, c. 113, the Act by which the tmfiic 
was made piracy by our own subjects. In 1826, with the Brazils, after its sepa- * 
ration from Portugal, a convention was entered into , with Great Britain, , by 
which the Emperor of the Brazils agreed that the trade should cease entirely in 
1830 ; but witri Portugal, I believe, no later treaties have been made tlian those I 
have alluded to. By them Portugal agreed, in consideration of a very large 
sum of money that was paid to her by Great Britain, to give up tlie trade on 
the coast of Africa, . north of the Equator, without interrdption or mtcrferencc, 
however, with its continuance south of it, and reserved to itself, at a future 
indefinite period, to fix the time when it would abolish altogether the traffic. 
Mixed commission courts were provided for the condemnation of vessels engaged 
in the trade, in contravention of the treaties, and captures were authorised by 
only certain vesto-ls, specially instructed for the purpose, Tliis being the case. 
Government would not, I think, be justified in resorting to any active measures 
for the aljove object. Borrible as the practice is, yet, with respect to the inter- 
ference of Great Biitain with the trade, as carried on by foreign powcm, I would 
refer to the sentiments which lately have been expressed in Parliament on this 
subject, as I find them reported in the Times newspaper of tlie 30th January 
last. According tO speh report, in the House of Lords, on a petition being pre- 
sented by Lord Brougham for the abolition of the apprcnticcsship system iu the 
West Indies, the circumstance gai'e rise to a conversation relative' to the slave 
trade, in which both Tory and Whig arc stated to have concurred in affirming 
the appalling extent to which tliis horrid system was carried on. Lord Ash- 
burton said, that the trade was carried on to e» great an extent, and with tenfold 
more cruelty than ever ; and he had no hesitation in saying, that if this country 
had left Spain and Portugal to carry aliout these poor creatures as they pleased, 
hnuiaiiity would have been less outraged, and fewer atrocities committed. Lord 
Glenelg* admitted tiiat the frightful picture drawn by Lord Brougham was 
“ unexaggerated,” and that “ the horrors of the trade would not have been 
aggravated to tlieir present height if we had never meddled with it, as carried 
onTby other nations.^’ Lord Ellenborough expressed a similar conviction. 

The Spanish slave trade was to have finally ceased, according to treaty, in 
1820, since wlien its abolition has been repeatedly declared by that country j 
and by the treaty of 1833, in tlie first article, the slave trade is hereby again de- 
clared on the part of Spain to be henceforward totally and finally abolished in 
all paits of the world ; but three years after, we see, in the opinion of the British 
House of Peers, how far treaties alone have been etfectual in the abolition of the 
trade : making the trade piracy, has been thought to be the only mode likely to 
suppress it entirely. 

1 have, &c. 


Bombay, 8 June 1838. 


(signed) C. Le Mcmtrier, 

Advocate-general. 

(True copy.") 

Z. R. Acting Chief Secretaiy'. 
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EVom J. Er»^4 '£sq. Politic^ Agent, to J. P. Willoughby^ Esq. Secretaty to 
. Government, JSbmbay^ dated 2^ September 183B... 


'Sir, " 

*!""* I HAVfi tbe honour to acquaint you, for the infomiation of the Honourable the 
Governor flu Council, that before returning from Babria^ar, I- took the oppor- 
tunity of being in that part of the country to visit the island of Died, chiefly 
with a view of gaining any information regarding the traffic in Abyssinian slaves 
said to be carried on to some extent at that place, which might prove acceptable 
to Go^fernment, and, at the same time, in such a manner as by no means to ofiend 
.the? Portuguese authorities, 

2. I have also drawn up a short description of the island arid its iithabitants, 
as well as other information which iriay be useful to Government, which shall 
be forwarded at an early opyjoi-tunity. 

3. From private sources of information, I learn that the trade has been greatly 
discontinued for these last few years, and chiefly since the appointment of the 
present governor, Don Francisco de Mello ; and that, indeed, it was confined to 
Arab and Mozambique ships, who occsisiontdly brought a few young boys and 
girls with them, there being no Portuguese slave-trading ship belonging now to 
tile port of Dieu. I was also informed that this favourable change had been the 
result partly of strict injunctions from the Portuguese government in Europe, and 
partly owing to the good intentions and exertions of the present governor. 
Relying on the accuracy of my informant, I made inquiries myself from his 
Excellency, and he at once confirmed the truth of the above. He said no slaves 
had been imported for three years, save one or two 'every now and then in 
Mozambique ships ; and that tlie captains of those vessels bad been in the habit 
of making presents to the governors of one or two occasionally, and that the 
others generally went away as they came. Next morning, before my depar- 
ture, his Excellency sent me to Gogla a very cordial and prihte letter, saying he 
had the same liumaue views as the British Government, as to the abolition O'f 
the trade in slaves, and begged, in honour of my visit to him, to liberate two boys 
wlio had been brought up in his liouse, whom he requested 1 might take charge 
of, and have them educated in such way as I thought proper, towards qualifying 
them to cam their own livelihood. The*se boys are rosi>cctively 1 0 and o years of 
age, and I beg the favour of instructions regarding their disposal. They are 
intelligent and strong, and might with advantage be put to the school at Rajeote, 
or made over to some respectable person who would take care of them, and pay 
them small monthly wages as servants. They decidedly refuse to return to their 
native countiy with their own will. 

4. His Excellency the Governor also <lid me the honour to request my accept- 
ance of a horse in the name of his government, which I did not consider myself 
at liberty to refuse after the kind reception 1 had met ; and his Excellency being 
the representative of a foreign power, I beg to be favoured by the Honourable 
Board with instructions regarding the disposal of the animal. 


I have, &c., 

Katteewar Political Agent’s Oflice, (signed) /. Erskine, 

Camp Verawul, 28 ^ept. 1838. Political Agent. 


Minute by the Honourable the Governor, subscribed to by the Board, dated 

^20 October 1838. 

The information contained in tliis letter is very satisfactory, and the political 
agent’s proceedings may be approved. It sbotdd be brought to the notice of the 
Honourable Court •vi^ith our formed proceedings on this subject. 

The two liberated slaves may bo made over to any rcsppctablc pei-sons who 
may desire to entertain them as servants on monthly wages ; the political agent 
keeping a careful watch to insure that ' tliey are properly ' treated. 

The terms of service should be entered in a written contract, under proper 
security. 

338. H H 3 'I'he^ 
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2sr» CORttBftPONDfiNCE ON THE StAVE .TB^ABB, 

The governor of Dieu's conduct seems entitled to great prai^, and a .letter 
should ^ written to him in my name, thanking him and exjiresring reliance that 
he will continue to co-operate with us in putting ah end to the slave tradh 

TTie horse should be sold on account of Government, or, if suitable, might be 
made over to the regiment of cavalry stationed in the province, and a present in 
return of equal value made to the governor. 

(signed) J. Ffirish, 

G. IV. Anderson, 

29 October, 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to J. Erstcine • 
Esq. PoliticafAgent in Kattcewar, Rajeote, dated 20 November 1838. 

Sir, i 

1am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 28th Sep- 
tember last, reporting the result of your visit to the island of Dieu, and to apprise 
you that the information therein contained, relative to the traffic in slaves said 
to be carried on to some extent at that place, is deemed by Government very 
satisfactory. 

2. The Honourable the Governor in Council is pleased to direct, that the two 
liberated slave boys, alluded to in the third paragraph of your letter, be made 
over to any respectable persons who may feel desirous of entertaining them as 
servants, on monthly wages, care being taken on your part to ensure their pro- 
per treatment ; you are at the same lime requested to have the terms of their 
servitude entered in. a Written contract under sufficient security. 

3. The conduct of his Excellency the Governor of Dieu, as described by you, 
is considered by Government highly praiseworthy ; and I am desired to inform 
you, that his Excellency has been reque.sted to co-operate with the British Go- 
vi>rnnient as far as is in* his power in effecting the abolition of the slave trade 
with the port of Dieu. 

4. The Governor in Council is further pleased to authorise that the horse 
presented to you by the Governor of Dieu be either disposed of by public sale, 
or, if suitable, be made over to the cavalry regiment stationed in Katt(»jwar, and 
that a present equal in value be returned to his Excellency, reporting the same 
for the information of Government. 

5. In conclusion, I am instructed to acquaint you, that the whole of your pro- 
cc'edings, as reported in your present communication, have been approved by 
the Honourable the Governor in Council. 


Bombay Castle, 20 November 1 838. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 


From J. P. WUloughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the IMost 
Illustrious Senhor Vrancisco De Meilo De E(a, Governor of the Province and 
Town of Dieu, dated 20 November 18.38. 

Most Excellent Sir, 

in a communication from Mr.Erskine, political agent in Katteewar, dated tlic 
28th September last, that officer has brought to my notice the humane views 
your Excellency entertains, with respect to the abolition of the trade in slave.s, 
and of your benevolent request to him to liberate two African slave boys, who 
had been brought up in your ExcelIency’'B house, which leads me to hope that 
yonr Excellency will continue to afford the British Government such co-operation 
as may be in your power, in putting down this neforious trade. 

2. 1 beg to asstirc your F.xcellency that the two boys, whom Mr. Erskine has 
tixken under bis charge, will be properly treated and suitably provided for in the 
fuiuily of some person of respectability. 

8. In 



AN© M3^ASIMS TAKEN FOB ITS ABQjUTlON; 




i, . In conclu&idn, 1 further beg to express to your Excellency the best thamhs 
of niy Government, for the friendly reception given, and ready, infohnation 
aiforadd, to Mr. Erskine, by your Excellency, on points connected with the 
slave traffic, as carried on with tlie port of Dieu. , 


(signed) 

Bombay Castle, 20 November 1838. 

1 

• (True extract.) 


I have, &c. 

J. P. mihughby. 
Secretary to Government. 

i ■ 


(signed) L. R. Reid, Chief Secretary. 


Extract Bombav Poutical Consultations, 23 January 1830. 

From His Excellency the Most Illustrious Francis De Mello De JEpa, Governor 
of the Fort of Dieu, to His Excellency the Most Illustrious Governor-general 
of the Presidency ck Bombay, dated 25 December 1838. 

Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, 

I HAVE been favoured witli your Excellency’s letter (No. 2270) of the 20th 
November of the present year. I ob^rve that the political agent of the Bombay 
Government in Katteewar has brought to your Excellency’s notice my having 
emancipated two African slaves, brought up in my house. 1 assure your Excel- 
lency that I do not do in tliis government anytliing more than to obey the onlers 
of Her Most Faithfol Majesty. 

As regards the hospitality shown by mo to Mr. Erskine, I beg to say that it was 
not equal to my wishes, owing to the circumstance of tlus country ; he deserves 
much more by his high quallBcations, respectable character, and good manners. 

I am here ready in everything to please your Excellency. 

God preserve your Excellency’s most illustrious and excellent person. I am, 
with the greatest honour and distinction, 

Yom Excellency’s, &c. 

(signed) Francis De Mdlo De JSfa. 

Dieu Fort, 25 December 1838. . 

(True extract.) 

(signed) B. R. Rad, Chief Secretary. 
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No. 8 . 
BOMBAY. 


— No. 8. — 

PROCEEDINGS in the case of certain Runathtay SiAVBS.-rEibgration of two^ 
Slave Girls imported into Ahmednuggur ; Defect in the existing Law for the 
Punishment of Parties charged with ekporting Slaves and Free Persons, aftd 
selling them in a Foreign Territory. * 


Extract JonictAt Lstter from India, dated 3 December (No. 15) 1838. 

hlegarding slaves belong- Para. 24 . In accordance with a sc^estion from the Political Depart- 
to tlw GaiTOwar, who have ment, and in consequence of a diflference of opinion in the Council 
en re ogo a assic . of the Bombay Governmiait, as to the course proper to be taken 

with reference to an application preferred by his Highness the Guicowar 
for the surrender of two female slaves who had left the service of his daughter, 
and taken refuge at Nassick, on the plea of ill-treatment, we made a reference, 
through the Government of Bengal, to the Sudder Court at Calcutta, desiring to 
know the practice of the courts under its control, in regard to cases of a similar 
description. 


Extract Legislative Letter from India, dated 22 April (No. 11) 1839. 

Para. 12 . On the subject of slavery, adverted to in paragraphs 7 and 8 of tlie 
report, we have addressed your Honourable Court in a separate despatch, under 
date the 11 th February (No. 4) of 1839. 

legarding two slaves belong- 154. Para. 24 of our Judicial Despatch (No. 16) 3d December of 1838, 
ag to the Guiewar, who bad jjjformed your Honourable Court that we had made a reference to the 
*^*Coh8^Lu) 1^*^1838, Sudder Court at Calcutta, requesting them to state the practice of the 
■ . £> *171 1.^ ’ criminal courts under their control, in regard to cases of a similar nature 

to that in which his Highness the Guicowar had demanded, through the resi- 
dent at Baroda, that the magistrate of Nassick sliould deliver up two female 
slaves belonging to his daughter, who had left her on her arrival at that place 
from Poonah. 

166. The Court stated, in reply, that in ordinary cases the jurisdiction, in 
matters regarding the property in slaves, rests with the civil courts, and that a 
magistrate would not be justified in interfering to compel slaves to return to 
persons claiming them, in the case in question, the Court observ^, that the 
magistrate of Nassick had acted very properljr in refusing to deliver up the 
slaves, smd in referring the subject for the decision of Government. 

166. We forwarded these papers to the Law Commissioners, with reference to 
the general report upon slavery in India, in the preparation of which the Com- 
missioners are at present employed. . 


Extract Legislative Despatch to India, dated 13 May (No. 6) 1840, 


.etter from, ilated 23 April (No. jii) ,i 830-(164 to I56);,and pprs. 84 , 26 . We sl^all rIso expect ^0 bc UI- 

f India Judicial Letter, dated 3d December (No. I5) >838: f* 

Inference to the Ijxvr Comniitaloner*' of iertttin proceedings of the UIC reply to tUjS ,retereace. 

laftUtrate Nassick relative to slavery. 



i«39 


AHM ^EASVRES,?’AKEN FOR ITSTAj^OWION. 


. 'No. 8? 

Extract from tlie Procserinos of tho Honourable the President of the Coiincti bo M B A V 
of Jjulia in Council, in the Legislative Department, under date the 24th i -- , ■■ ■■ 

December 1838. 

(No* 10). 

JExtbact from the PRocEEniNos of the Honourable the President of the Council No. 9. 
of JndUt ?n Council, in the Judicial Department, under did:e the 24th 
December 1838. 

Read Judicial Consultation of the Government of India, dated 24th ^ Sept. 

1838XNos. 10 and 11) containing an Extmct Political Department, relative to 
two female slaves of the Guicowar . Rajah, and a reference made to the Bengal 
Government for a report alluded to in the extract. 

Read Judicial Consultation of this date, containing reply from the Government 
of Bengal. 

Ordered, that the foregoing papers be transferred to the Legislative Department Order, 
for the purpose of their being forwarded to the Law Commis^n, with reference 
to the. General Report upon slavery in India which the Commissioners are now 
preparing. 

y (A true extract.) 

(signed) J. P. Grant, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 


(No. 32.) 

Extract from the IIProCebdin'Os of the Honourable the- President in Council in 
the Political Department, under date the 12th September 1838. 

• Duplicate (No. 1841 A.) 


No. to* 
linclosum^ 


To the Secretary to the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India; 

Camp. 

Sir, 

1 AM direeW by the Right honourable the G<jvernbr-general in Council to Poiidciil Depart 
transmit to you, for the purpose of being submitted to the Bight honourable the ment. 
Governor-general of India, copies of the acoonipanying two communications from 
the joint magistrate of Nassick and the political commissioner for Guzerat, dated 
the 8th March and 2d May last, regarding an application preferred by his 
Highness the Guicowar for the surrender of two female slaves, who had left the 
service of his daughter, and taken refuge at Nassick, on the plea of ill- 
treatment. 


1 . 

2. 

3* 

4 - * 

5- 
0 . 


2 . To plat the Right honourable the Governor- 
general in possession of the sentiments of the several 
members of this Government on die above subject, 

I am directed to transmit also copies of the minutes 
enumerated in the margin, from which his Lordship 
will perceive that die l^ght hcmourable the Gover- 
nor and the Honoural)le Mr. Parish were of opinion 
that the slaves in question should be redeemed by the British Government, instead 
•of their being surrendered to his Highness the Guicowar or his daughter ; and 
that the Honourable Mr. Anderson much doubted the expediency of either 
course. 


Minute by the Governor, dated 8th April 1838. 
Minute by Mr. Farish, dated April ib3R. 
Minute by Mr. Anderaon, dated nth April 183?! 
Minute by the Governor, dated i6th April 1838. 
Minute by Mr. Anderson, dated 17th April 1838 
Minute by the Governor^ dated ist May 1838. 
Minute by Mr. Farish, dated 2d May 1838. 
Minute by Mr. Anderson, dated 3d May 1838. 


S. The Governor in Council is therefore desirous of being informed how such 
a case would dealt with by the magistrates under the Bengal Presidency on a 
similar demand by any foreign prince, with whom the British Government is in 
alliance, and to be ffivoured with the sentiments of tije Rigl^yt |iODourable the Go- 
vernor-general of India as to the course wliich this government should ibUow in 
the present instance. 

4. With reference to the case adverted to in Mr. Parish’s Minute, No. 2 of 
the 10th April, and that alluded to in the 3d paragraph of Mr. Andei^n’a 
238. H H 4 Minut^ 





‘‘ 8. Minute, No. 8 pf ;the 3<1 M^y, I am further instructed te transmit* fc»r tlte; .iu‘ 

BOMBAY, formation of his iiOrdship, the enclosed extrxay^ peam dio..pxoee6(^i^s of this 

■■f'v' H government, showing the grounds on which mey acted in th<^ tifo caees.» The • 

one xetetes tp a slave who took refuge at Poona, and the odmr ,te a vnnawayslave 
in ,Kutteewar.. J''-- .. v ■, ' 

■ I have, &o. ?' ■■ ? ■ ■.( i,"', ;. 

(signed)* ' 

‘"i'' ■■■!; .' Actii^g-’€hi^f 'Steiretaty.'v 

(No. 392 of 1838:— Judicial Bepartn^i^.): ^ 

^ To J. P. E8 <j. ^jscretary te (3teteormment 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a letter from the j<^t magistrate of 
Nassick, dated the 2d instant, requesting the interactions of Govnmment under 
section 5, Begulation XI. of 1827, respecting two teteald slaves, the delivery of 
whom has l^en demanded by his Highness the Ghieowar, and request you will 
favour me with the instructions of Govcrnment.fbr ithe f guidance of the joint 
magistrate. 

I have,'&c.’ ■ ’f' 

(signed) JS. A, Harrison, Mc^strate. 

' , ■ , . > , '"i 

Circuit Cutcherry, Nuggur District, Camp 
at Doongurgaon, 8 March 1838.-. . 


(No. 70 of 1838 — Judicial Department.) 

To JBT. A. Hcerrison, Esq. Magistrate of Ahmednuggur. 

Sir, 

The resident of Baroda having transmitted a yad from his Highness the 
Guicowar, requesting that two female slaves who had accompanied his daughter 
.Eshadar Baee Ghorepooree from Poona to Nassick, and had there left her, may be 
made over to a person sent by him to receive them, I beg you will do me tht* 
favour to reprtistsnt to the Right honourable the Governor in Council that both 
women object to proceed to Baroda along with tlie person sent for them, and 
that I have to request his instructions regarding the disposal of them under sec- 
tion 5 , Riigulation XII. of 1827 . 

2. One of the women, by name Dhoudee, stat^ she accompanied Eshodabaee 
from Baroda on her journey to Poona, about a year ego, and remained with her 
there, but subsequently left her at Nassick, on her return to Guzeret, in conse- 
quence of ill-treatment. 

3 . The other, by name Pusavattee, declares she is an inhabitant of Poona, and 
has never been in Giizerat. She took service with Eshodabaee at Poona, and 
left her at Nassick for the same reason. . 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) R. K. Arh^hnot, 

Circuit Cutcherry, Panfiree, Magistrate. 

2 March 1838 . 


(No. 344 of 1 838 — Political Department.) 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 

1 REQUEST you Will do me the favour to represent to the Bight honourable the 
Governor in Council that his Highness the (Riicowar is much dissatisfied at two 
female slaves of his daughter’s having run away from her service, and that 
although placed under tJie surveillance -of the joint magistrate of Nate^» 
able to recover them. 

2. I received 



"AMUrJPlf XJiO .aj3»^,X4JtJir|tV>i.i:« 


■' 3ir4i:" 


2. I iteceived & (rommuni^tioa from his Hiehn^ oa the 2d Febraary last^ JOfoys. 
and seat a copy of it to the joint magistrate of Nassick, on the dth, through Ms ^ oil BAIT. 
Higlmese's people. 

8. On the laih of March a second note was received, stating that die au^O' 
rity at Nassick allowed objections to be raised of the slaves teing unwilling to 
return, and had pot surrendered them, and again desired my interference ; con« 

.^seqpently on the 19di of that month I forwarded a copy of the note to the joint 
. magistrate ; but* to lieithar of these representiUidns have I been fiivoured with 
any reply ; I have been unable, therefore, to give any satis&ctory explanations to 
his Highness of the reasons that have prevented ready compliance with his 
wishes. ^ . 

4. As, his Highness now complains of the detention of his people at Nassick, I 
have no* resource ^ft than to address the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council, requesting that speedy measures be taken to remove the molestation, 
and the slave girls be‘ given pp. 

* 5. Natives of this country are tenacious of all matters connected with domestic 

arrangement, and as the mgh per»i>nage in question is dissatisfied, I am led to 
hope that a satisfactory disposal of the subject may soon take place. 

6. I myself can offer no opinion on the reasons for delay,' not having been 
informed of any legal impediment to the delivery of the females ; but adopting 
the facts as stated m his Highness’s notes to me, 1 should think, that as domestic 
slavery is pemiitted by universal custom among natives of India, and the laws 
of the Hindoos, which have never been abrogated by any legislative enactments 
in England or India, there can be no valid objections to mete out justice to his 
Highness on this occasion, for I cannot persuade myself the Right honourable 
the Governor in Council would countenance the operation of private notions of 
right and wrong in supercession of written law, by which alone a magistrate 
should be guided in the discharge of his official duties. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) J. Sutherland, 

Political Commissioner and Resident. 

Baroda Residency, 2 May 1838. 


Transcatioit of a Yad from his Highness the Guicowar to the Political Com-- 
missioncr, dated 6th Zillkad 1238, a. d. 2d February 1838. 

My daughter Eshadahaee Ghorpooree, on her return from Poona to Baroda, 
remained for a shoii; time at Nassick ; there two female slaves of hers named 
Uhondee and Fecmettee, ran away from her service ; these two were in the pre- 
sence of Mahadur Rao Sheralevode given over to the Company’s officer at Nas- 
sick. This sirkar is about to send Guhhajee, sepoy, to Nassick to bring them 
hack ; let a letter, ordering them to he given to Guhhajee, be immediately written 
to the gentleman at Nassick, and sent to me for transmission. 


Translation of a Yad from his Highness, dated 17 Zchelly, a. d. 14th March 

1838. 

Aftsr recapitubi^ng the former yad — The letter sent by you was forwarded by 
the hand of Gubb^ee, sepoy, to the gentleman at Nassick ; hut he raising objec- 
tions about their j consent or non-consent, has not up to this time given up the 
slave girls to GublNj®® » *be slaves of this sirkar have run away, and notwith- 
standing that tliey are actually in the possession of the gentleman at Nassick, he 
raises objections to giving them back. Let another letter therefore be written to 
that gentleman, directing him^'to give them up immediately without any furtlicr 
objectionB to Guhhajee, sepoy. 


Translation of a Yad from his Highness, dated 4th Suffer; v. n. 29th April 

1«3R 


Aftsr recapitulating the foregoing — Notwithstanding my application for ano- 
ther letter to Nassick, the slave girls have not been as yet given up ; let another 
338. J I letter 


17th X hiley. 

lAtfi March 1838. 
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letter, therefor^, be given to me on that ^entlemsm, according to the yad of 
the for fhie eirkar's people have been detained three months at Naasick ; let a 
letter be writt^, directing that immediately on its receipt tlm slave^girls be 
given up. 

(True translation.) 

Si. , (signed) W,C(mrtmy^ 

' 2d Assistant For. Commissioner.* ' 

.^Pnie copies.) 

(signed]^ X. R. Reidf 
Acting Chie| Secretaiy tp Government. 

(No. l.) 

Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 8 April 1838. 

There is a good deal of difficulty in dealing with cases like this on prin- 
ciple. 

Slavery, however, is not unlawful here, nor do I find that the regulations 
forbid the export of slaves for the purpose of sale or prostitution. Therefore I 
am not aware that the Guicowar calls on us to do anything illegal, or to 
anything so palpably contra bonos mores as to be for that reason out of the 
question. 

The slaves, however, plead ill-treatment as tlie cause of their having deserted 
their mistress. In an orainary case, I think, this would impose on us the duty, 
and confer 011 us the right, of inquiry into the truth of such plea, and to resist 
the demand if the plea were established. But the high rank of the mistress 
seems to me to preclude our taking that course, and under all the circumstances 
I am inclined to say that we should redeem these slaves. 

If these views are concurred in, w'c must call on the collector to state as well 
as he can tJie price of each. Possibly the sum given by the Guicowar lady for 
the Poona girl may be ascertained, and it is even possible that the slave may 
have relations willing to redeem her. I’his should be inquire<l into, and to save 
time the collector might be authorized to communicate directly with the Poona 
authorities. 

The collector should transmit to us such information as he can get, and also 
a translation of the Guicowar’s yad, 8th AprU. 

(signed) R. Grant. 


(No. 2.) 

Minute by the Honourable Mr. Farish, dated 10 April 1838. 

In a recent case in Katteewar, the redemption of a runaway slave, on the 
ground of ill-treatment, was sanctioned, and there are perhaps stronger grounds 
in the present case for the same course. To avoid the embarrassment of not 
surrendering them, it seems the best course, and 1 concur in this as a special 
case. 

(signed) J. Farish. 

10 April. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Anderson^ dated 11 April. 

I THINK there are great objections to, cither course. 

(sigimd) G. W, Anderson. 


No. 3. 
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Mimms by the Right honourable the Governor, sabsetiJbedl'by the< Honourable 

Mr. Farishi dated 10 April 1838. 


I HAVE nothing better to propose than the 
8th instant. 


course stated in my iV^ute of the 
(signed) JR. Crronf. 


•No. 8. * 
BOM B A y- 

A . , , ■ ■ 
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Minote by the Honourable Mr. Anderson, dated 17 April. 

- Is thfire an obligation td,^^e up the slaves ? if such • obligation exist, it must No. s. 
be Complied with. I dO' liot see how it is met or got over by redeeming the 
slaves. 

If there is not the obligation, then I conceive We must leave them alone to do 
as they please. 

(signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MiKtrrs by the Bight honourable the Governor, dated 1 May 1838. 

I TRUST I shall not be thought to act disrespectfully towards the Board if I do 
not prolong discussion in cases when the measures I take the liberty of proposing 
are objected to ; but without any one specific proposition being made in the 
other side, I am aware that the case is a difficult one, and think it probable that 
a better adviser might devise some better mode of dealing with it than I have 
done, but none such has occurred to me. 

1 May 1838. (signed) li. GrarU. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Farisk, dated 2 May. 

I REFER to niy first Minute of the loth April. 

(signed) Parish. 


Minitte by the Honourable Mr. Anderson, dated 3 May 1838. 

Para. 1 . I quite regret to have given so much trouble to the Right honourable 
the Governor ; my object was, not to prolong discussion, but that the duterraina-. 
tion the Board might come to should be correct. The proposed courses appear- 
ing to me doubtful, I so stated it, with an impression in ray own mind at the 
same time that the subject would then form a matter to bo brought up at the 
Council Board, when, after being considered, it could be disjiosed of. 

2. 1 may be wrong in imagining tliis the usual mode in which the Board 
would act in such a case, but I claim some indulgence in not yet being quite 
aware of the usual mode in which business is transacted. 

3. Upon the question itself, I would beg to refer to a Minute 1 wrote a few 

days ago on a case of slaves being claimed. The present case differs in the 
demand being made by his Highness the Guicowar ; but in other respects, us ikr 
as relates to tlie practice of our magistrates on claims for delivering up slaves, it 
is die same. ' ^ 

The question 1 put in my last Minute on the present reference is this. What 
is the obligation we are under to give up the slaves? if it is by any article of 
the treaty, let it he shown, and then, if the treaty imposes the obligation, it must 
be complied with. 

In regard to the course of redeeming the slaves, I do not thikk it an expedient 
course it is not one that would be liked or be assented to by his Highness, I 
should imagine ; and if the treaty does not oblige us to cause the return ,of the 
slaves, it is not necessary. 

238. 
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C6Rlii$POND£NCE ON fHE 

g; it <^|ui4 done, I imagine the expenditure xn^t be confirmed 

':^bM*BAY. .^y the OoYeiiifinerit' of. 'India. ’ 

'• ■■- As it id a p^itical q^uesiion, and one of sdikie generid importance, "it might 
' possibly be wise to Tef<^ it to the Government Of India, to know how sueh a case 

would be dealt with by the magistrates there, on a similar demand by any foreign 
prince witib whom we are in aluance. 1 hope 1 shall not be here thought as de> 
smng to prolong discussion, but simply to do what is right, tlj^t the best con- 
chision may lie come to. 

3 May 1838. ; (signed) ; . O. W- Ai^eraon, 

, (True copies.) . • 

' (signed) £. JR. JRad, • 

Acting Chief Secretary to Goveramem;. 

(No. 3.) 

Extract Bombay PpuTtcan Consultation, May 1838. 

From the Honourable Jantes-Suiherlandt Political Commissioner and Resident, 

Baroda, to J. P. Willoughby^ Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, dated 

2 April 1888. 

.Sir, 

Para. 1. I haVr the honour to request ^u will submit the subject of this 
address for the consideration of the Right honourable the Governor in Council, 
that instruction may be issued placing the matter to whicli it relates on a proper 
footing. 

2. A person at Baroda went to Poonah, accompanied by a male slave belong- 
ing to his father ; this slave left him without permission, and would not return 
after every proper endeavour had been used on the spot. The father applied to 
me to afford him assistance ; in consequence, I addressed a letter to the super- 
intendent of bazaars at Poona, requesting his aid to obtain restoration, but 
without any proper efiect, as will be seen from his reply, which I submit with 
this letter. In his reply he asserts that no powtsr is vested in him by which he 
can in any way interfere or enforce his return. 

3. By this denial of justice the master of the slave is injufed in his property, 
and I should think the superintendent is not justified in acting ^ he has done, 
for he possesses the same powers within military limits that a zillah magistrate 
does within his jurisdiction, under general rejguiations. 

4. On the introduction of our rule, we found slavery to exist, sanctioned by 
the laws of the country ; and in India there has been no legislative enactment 
doing away with slavery or making any distinction in the relative positions in 
Which master and slave stand to each other ; in fact, the property of the owner 
in a slave is as much respected by the constitution at this present time as it 
everwas- 

6. The only enactment touching slavery is entirely distinct from this case, 
and pertains to the purchase and sa3c of slaves. 

6- Magistrates restore runaway slaves ; indeed, they ate bound to yield their 
aid in so doing, in the same way as in cases of master and servant, or in matters 
connected with the forcible detention of property ; while there is no law, rule, 
or recognised custom to the contrary that I am aware of. 

7. Mr, Salmon is not singular in the opinion he has given, for many have 

erroneously acted on the same pinhciplc, emanating, I believe, from emancipation 
of slavery elgewhere by the British Parliament, but which does not extend to 
domestic slavery in India ; and as judicial and magisterial offioem are’ boiuid to 
administer the laws, they should regard those only that are prescribed for their 
guidance. • 

I have, &ci 

(signed) , J. iSuth^land, 

Political Commissioner and Resident. 

Political Commissiouei'’s Ofiice, Baroda, 

2 April 1838. 
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From liT. B. Salmon^ Bsq. Lieutenant, Acting. Supeorinteniit^t of Bams and bqmj^A’ 

Police, Paovak, to the Honourable James Suii^kmdf Esq^., Political OohrmiS''' 

siemer ami Resident, dated 21 March ;183S. 

Bir, . 

Para 1. Is answer to your communication. No, 101, <fated 14th February 
1838, recei’J^d through Shaik Ahmeerooddeen, I beg to ^inform you tliat the 
slave alluded tp is not detained here by me, but is at present residing in the 
Budur Bazar, and objects to return to his master. 

2. I beg furtlier to state,* for your information, that there is no power vested 
in the superintendent of police by which he can in any way interfere or enforce 
' his return. , • • 

(signed) W. B. Salmony Lieutenant, 

Acting Supe^riiitendent of Bazra and Police, Poona. 

Cantonment Adawlut, Camp near Poona, 

21 March 1838. 

(True copy.) ' 

(signed) W. Courtney, 

Second Assistant Political Commissioner. 

Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 21 April 1838. 

Para. 1, TuEnn seem to me to be considerable difficulties in this case, though 
I quite agree with Mr. Sutherland that we are not to apply to it European 
standards of law or feeling. The state of domestic slavery is in this country a 
legitimate one, and while it subsists there are obligations arising out of it which 
none can be justifi^ in violating, and which the magistrate is on no, occasion 
bound to enforce. 

2. In tlie present instance a foreigner travelled into the Bombay territories 
accompanied by a slave, who refused to attend him back on his departure. On 
that refusal taking place, the master might undoubtedly have applied to the 
magistrate, who would, I presume, liave summonwi the slave, and cmled on the 
master to prove his title. 1 see nothing in the regulations as to the nature of 
the proof required, and know not the practice;, but I dp suppose that the alleged 
slave would have been allowed a sufficient locus standi in, the magistrate’s court 
to dispute the claimant’s, title, either on the ground that he was not his slave, or 
that, having been such, the relation had by subsequent, consent or some other 
course been dissolved, or at all events that the master had by cruel treatment for- 
feited his right to enforce it. 

3. All tills would have been matter of regular inquiry and adjudication, the 
parties being confronted,., and . the witnesses being examined on oath in open 
court ; and the decision would, 1 presume, have been examinable by a hi^ier 
judicature. 

4. It seems to me a very different case when a person residing at Baroda 
claims to be the master of a person residing in the neart of the Bombay terri- 
tories, and through the Britisli Resident calls on the local Bombay magistrate 
to seize the person ra claimed, and to deliver him . up to the foreign master. 

The title here is made out,, if made out at all, before an officer who has, pro- 
perly speaking, no judicial powers, and by an e:r proceeding, iii the absence 
of tlie party who is, to l»e so deeply affected by it ; and it is to be enforced, if at 
all, by the local magisirato, oh a mere intimation of it by letter, without going 
through any part of that judicial process which is necessary itf all other cases of 
property claimed by a suit at law, and to which the master must have submitted 
nad he preferred liis claim personaljy, and without affording to the alleged slave 
any opportunity of appealing against the decision, if unjust. 

5. There can he no doubt that a foreigner may sue in <|i r courts of civil jus- 
tice for the resdtutioir of property umustly withheld from him ; but there he 
inust, X appirehehd,' proceed in one of two ways. He must appear before the 
court either personally, or by an attorney lawfully constituted, and in cither 
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case he must establi^i his claim by sworn proofs, subjected to strict e'xaminatfon' 
in the presence amd on^ie part of the resisting party, and involving the penai^ 
ties of jKjrjury if found to be false. * 

6. I see not why the same principle does not hold in such an instance as the 
present. It would undoubtedly hold, 1 presume, if the property claimed were of 
any other kind. Let us suppose this Baroda inhabitant to inform the British 
Eesideat t^t there was a horse or a bale of goods in the possessiaa of a person at . 
Poona, which such person refused to give up, and tlien let us 8U|^>3e the Resi^ 
dent to write to the magistrate of Poona, assuring him that he (the Resident) had 
satisfied himself of the justice of the claim, and therefore requested the magie« 
trate to seize such horse or bale of goods, and fortlArith to send it by a oai<efuI 

K m to Baroda ; would any magistrate listen to such an application, or oould 
3 censured for not listening to it yet it ; cannot be conceived that less care oa 
ceremony is necessary when the property claimed is the person of a human 
being. 

7. There is another class of cases which may be referred to on the present oc- 
casion. A foreign subjfMjt, accused of crimes or suspected of machinations against 
tile state to which he belongs, flies into our territory, and being reclaimed through 
the British Resident at that state, is given up by order of this Government. This, 
Ijowever, is confined to the cases of persons suspected of being criminals or 
traitors, and even in such cases a compliance with the demand is l)y no means a 
matter of course. It must be an act of the Government, done either on solemn 
consideration of the particular circumstances, or in fulfilment of some stipulation 
in a tr(!aty, which presuj)pose8 such consideration to have been given to the sub- 
ject generally. No magistrate would give efiect to such demaud, except under 
orders, gent*ral or particular, from his government, nor would any government 
exercise on light grounds a power which implies, I would not say vigour beyond 
the law, but certainly a supcrcession of the ordinary forms of judicial procedure, 

8. How far the case of fugitive slaves would fall within the. class just described, 

I will not attempt to determine. It certainly would fall within that class, if the 
fugitive were suspected of having robbed his master, or of some other crime ; and 
possibly, the very fact of his flight might be thought to aflTord prhnei facie ground 
for such suspicion. But to apply the rule where no crime is alleged, or pre- 
tended to have been committed, would, as it appears to me, be a very hard proceed- 
ing. I know that in our slavt* colonies the simple refusal of a slave to follow his 
master would have subjected him to be handled very roughly ; aaid this is, 

I conceive, still the <^se in several of the United States of America; but I am 
not prepared to act on those transatlantic precedents in this countTjr. 

o. The Board will judge whether or not the above remarks sustain the position 
with which I set out, namelyj, that the question before us is ones of difficulty. 

1 am, liowever, in the present instance, peculiarly ave^ to proceed in a sum- 
mary way, because the master, or at least the person whom the proper master 
allowed and directed the slave to attend as such, had the full opportunity of pre- 
ferring his claim in the regular manner before the magistrate of Poona, or before 
th(‘. superintendent of bazars, and, as far as appears, voluntarily pretermitted 
such opportunity. He was at Poona when the slave refused .to follow him; 
wl»y did he not at once summon him before the magistrate or the superintendent 
of bazars ? For anything that appears, he felt that he could not prove, or 
could not press his title. Perhaps he had discharged the slave ; perhaps lie 
had treated him cruelly, and all this would have appeared had he gone before 
the magistrate. He therefore abstains from so inconvenient a course, assured 
that, on his return to Baroda, a short application to the Resident will set all to- 
rights, and restore him the slave in spite of all resistance. 

10. On a recent occarion, when the daughter of the Guicowar preferred a 
claim nearly similar to the present, I was willing to evade the difficulty by 
redeeming the two slaves demanded. Her rank seemed to mb to render that 
course convenient, as it was both advisable and practicable; But it is plainly 
a course to be foUowed only under special circumstances.; in this '.insfonco we 
must face the difficult)' ; and, os at present* advised, I should be Spt to say that 
the claimant, if desirous of recovering his slave, must proceed either as ait inhabi- 
tant of Poona would have to proceed in a lihe case, or, if he choostis to remain 
.at Baroda, as any other person residing oiit of the British Jurisdiction must 
proceed for the recovery of any other property. How far it is open to him to 
appear before the magistrate by attorney, or vrhat arc the precise steps he should 
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take, 1 am quite tiuablo to say, bat 1 do not think jthat, in the. form in whioh 
the demand. - comes to \is, it can be complied -with. , I quite a^ee “with. Mr.' 
Sutharland that justice should be done; but what is asked ppuiu no^, 1 , thipk, 
be granted without injustice to another party. 

1 1 . After all, however, 1 mean here to state doubts rather than opinions, and I, 
beg the advice of my colleagues. Mr. Anderson’s knowledge and experience 
pecnliarly qualify lum to speak on the subject, and I shall, feel greatly obliged 
*by his giviu]|»it attention. I am told that several instances have occutred' of a 
compliance with requisitions, like the present, but 1 should not be apt to follow 
^ch examples unless they can be supported by better reasons than I have been 
able to imagine. Precedent cannot sanctify injustice, and without making any 

S arajle of anti-servile principles or wishing to apply them to cases to which they 
o not belong, I certainly think that we ought to be cautious of acting on light 
grounds or loose authority, in any matter aftecting the personal liberty of 
mankind. 

21 April 1838. (signed) Robert Grant. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. JFarisht dated 21 April 1838. 

The course pointed out by the Right hon. . the Governor appears to me that 
which w'ouhl be proper ; Mr. Anderson’s experience! will, however, be more 
valuable than niy opinion. 

21 April 1838. ' (signed) Jaimes Farish. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Anderson^ dated 23 April 1838. 

However Hght Mr. Sutherland’s o])inion may be upon the general question 
of slavery in this coimtry, he was clearly wrong in conceiving that he had 
authority, as Resident at Baroda, to rc<|uire‘ a magistrate at Poona to uj[>preheud 
or give up a slave claimed by an individual at Baroda. His experience will,. I 
think, have furnislied him with no precedent fox tliis. 

But the question is even, more doubtful than this ; it is doubtful if the mngis.. 
tratc, on thws application of the owner himself, could compel the slave to return. 

1 say it is doubtful, because upon no question have the authorities in India 
given more opposite opinions than on this, the.duties required of magistrates in 
respect to slaves. I .state from the documents 1 saw when in the Law Com- 
mi.ssion. 

The subject was ampty discussed, and we had before us the written opinions 
of every authority in India, except, by the way, the Sudder Adawlut of Bombay . 
The note of the Law Commission, in the chapter of exceptions, page 22, fully 
shows the result. 

If the Right fion. the Governor and Mr. Farish will for a moment turn to 
that note, they will at once see in how great a state of uncertainty the law at 
present stands tliroughout India. That , is, what the power of master over his 
slave — what the authority and practice of the magisti'ates in cases respecting 
slaves coming before them. 

In respect to the immediate question before the Government, 1 beg to point 
out that the Bombay code, in its criminal branch, nowhere excepts the slave 
fi^om protection. It nowhere says, that if tlie slave be assaulted, that the person 
assaulting, be he jus master or any otlter, shall be exempt from punishment ; it 
nowhere says, tliat if tb^' slave is restrained, that he shall not be released; it 
nowhere says, that if the slave refuses to return to the master, that tlm magistrate 
shall cause him to return. . * 

The law our authorities administer thus leaves the subject undefined, un- 
touched ; hsnee the ntagistrates act ppon their discretion, hence the diversity of 
opinion that is found to prevail. 

There 'is no difiiculty in showing Mr. Sutherland the gr$ut uncertainty of tlie 
law ; there is no difficulty in, showing him that he had not the power to require 
the magistrate to apprehend the slave ; but there is difficulty in telling the 
master, that if he wi^es the magisikEate to iat^eze, that: he must proceed to 
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Poona, and yet that it is imcertain if the manstrate will interfere when lie .^eta- 
, there ; it may he dhfficult^' but 1 declare tliat I know no other course. , 

as April 1 838. (sigtied) &. W. Ander^,^ 


Mnroiru by the Right honourable the Governor, subscribed to by^the Board. , 

1 AM glad to find that Mr. Andembn, in Ins mindte of the 23d instant, confirms 
me as to the only course of proceeding open to the claimant, and differs froni 
me only in thinking it very doubtful whether eveif that course will succeed. 

I subscribe to his observations on that point, and indeed on all others. .Mr. 
Sutherland should be informed of our views, and should be left to communicata 
so much of them as he may think proper to the party concerned, informing 
him, at tins same time, that he has no method of recovering his alleged slave 
but by regularly proving his claim before the local magistrate. 

30 April 1838. (signed) M. Grant. 


From J. P. fViUoughl^, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the Political 
Commissioner for Goozerat, dated 18 May 1838. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 2d ultimo. 
No. 24.'), representing the non-compliance with your requisition by the super- 
intendent of bazars at Poonah, to deliver up a slave (the property of a Guico- 
war subject), who had taken refuge at that place, and, in reply, to communi- 
cate to you the following observations and instructions. 

2. It appears to the Right hon. the Governor in Council that there arc con- 
siderable difficulties in this case, but Government quite, concur in your opinion 
that we are not to apply to it European standards of law or feeling. The status 
of domestic slavery is, in this country, a legitimate one, and while it subsists 
there are obligations arising out of it which none can be justified in violating, 
and which the magistrate is on no occasion bound to enforce. 

3. In the present instance a foreigner travelled into the Bombay territories, 

accompanied by a slave, who refused to attend him back on his departure. On 
tliat refusal taking place the master might undoubtedly have, applied to tlie 
magistrate, who would, it is presumed, have summoned the slave and called 
on the master to prove his title. Tiie regulations are silent as to the nature uf 
the proof required, but it is to be inferi’ed that tiie alleged slave would have 
been allowed a sufficient locus standi in the magistrate’s court to dispute the claim- 
ant’s title, either on the ground Uiat he was not his slave, or that, having been 
such, tlie relation had by subsequent consent or some other course been dissolved, 
or at all events that the master had by cruel treatxnent forfeited his right to 
enforce it. . , 

4. All these would have been matters of regular inquiry and adjudication, 
the parties being confronted, and tlie witnesses being examined on oath in open 
court, the decision b«ng examinable by a higher judicature. 

5. It appears to the Governor in Council a very different case when a person 

residing at Baroda claims to bo the master of a,;person residing in the heart of 
the Buniliay territories, and through the British Resident calls on the Bombay 
local magistrate to seize tfip person' so claimed, and to deliver him up to the 
foreign master. The title here is , made out, if made out at all, before an 
officer who has, properly speaking, no judicial powers, and by an &r parte pro- 
ceeding in the absence of the party who is to be so deeply anected by it ; and 
it is to be enforced, if at all, by the local magistrate, on a mere intimation of it- 
by letter, without going through any part of that judicial , whidi, is 

necessary in all other cases of proj>erty claimed by a suit at law, , and to whidi 
tlie master must have submitted had he preferred liis daim personally, and 
without, affording to the alleged slave any opportunity of .appealing, agtunst the 

.decision, if unjust. - . * 

6. There can be up doubt tlmt a foreigner may sue in opr courts of civil 
justice for the. restitution of properly unjuslly withheld from him, but then he 
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sonally, or by efa’ attorney latrittU^'^boattituted^ and in eltber boise nmel eata*” < B A Y. 
blish ws elteinn fcy^avom prqo&^: Bubjected to strict examination in. tbe pn^^^ 
and (ihi the part of the "resisting party, and involving the penalties of perjury if 
found to be false. 

7. Government do not see why the same principle does not hold in such an 
imtance as the present; it arould undoubtedly Hold* if the^.pf^p^rty clainjed^. 

Were of any othbr kind. For the sake of example, let it be supposed this Bai'oda 
inhabitant informing the British Besident tliat there waa a hdr^, or any article 
of iherchandize, in the possession of a person at Poona> which such person rehised 
to give up,, and then. let it be i$upposed' the Beddent writing to the maspstrate of 
Poona,. assuring him diat lie (the Resident) has satisfied himself of the justice 
of (he claim, and therefore requesting the mamstratc to seize such horse or mer«; 
chandize, and forthwith to send it hy a careful person to Baroda; it. is clear that 
no magistrate could comply with such an application, yet it cannot be conceived 
that less care or ceremony is necessary when the property claimed is the persem 
of a human being. 

8 . There is another class of cases which may be instanced as applicable to the 
present subject. A foreign subject accused of crimes, or suspected of machina- 
tions against the state to which he belongs, flies into our territory, and being 
reclaimed through the British R,e 8 ident at that state, is given up by order of this 
Governinent ; this, however, is confined to the cases of jiersons suspected of being 
criminals or traitors ; and even in such cases a compliance with the demand is 
by no means a matter of coume. It must be an act of the Government, done 
cither on solemn consideration of the 'particular circumstances, or in fulfilment 
of some stipulation in a treaty which presupposes such consideration to have been 
given to the subject generally. No magistrate would give effect to such a 
demand except under orders, general or particular, from nis government; nor 
would any govemment cxcrcijie on light grounds a power which implies a super- 
cession or the ordinary forms of judicial procedure. 

9. How far the case of a fugitive slave would fall within the class just described 
it is difficult to determine ; it certainly would fall within that class if the fugitive 
were suspected of having robbed his master, or of some other crime, and possibly 
the very fact of the flight might be thought to afford primd fade ground for 
such suspicion: hut to apply the rule wherein crime is alleged or pretended to 
have been committed, would be a very harsh proceeding. 

10 . Under the above exposition, 1 am desired to remark, that however right 

your opinion on tins subject may be upon the general question of slavery in this 
country, you labour unde^ an eiror in conceiving that you possessed authority; as 
Resident at Baroda, to require a magistrate at Pooqa to apprehend or give up a 
slave claimed by an indivioual at Baroda. * 

11 . But the question appears to Government even more doubtful than this; it 
is doubtful if the magistrate, on the application of the owner himself, could have 
compelled the slave to return to his master. 

12 . It is here worthy of remark, that the Bombay Code, in its criminal 
branch, nowhere excepts a slave from protection ; it nowhere says that, if the 
slave be assaulted, the individual assaulting, be he his master or any other per- 
son, shall be exempt from punishment; it nowhere says that, if the slave is 
restrained, he shall not be released; nor is it anywhere laid down. that, if the 
same refuse to rtetum to his master, the magistrate shall cause him to return. 

13. Upon no point is the:taw more undefined, and consequently more uncer- 
tain, than on the subject of slavery in India ; and upon no question have the law 
authorities in India given more diversified opinions thanof the duties required of 
magistrates in respect of slaves. 

14. In consequence of the peculiar difficulties attending this question, Govern- 
ment feel aybme to proceed irf a summary way. It appears that me master, or 
at least thp^^j^^^n whom the proper master allovred and directed the slave to 
attend as stiTO. ‘Wad the full opRortunity of preferring his claim in the r^olar 
manner beib^ the magiatiate of Pobnaii or liefore the Superintendent of bazaars, 
and, as far as appears, voluntarily pretermitted such >^pormxiify* Be 'was at 
Poona when the slave refiwSd to follow him ; and it cannot but be regarded as 
singular that He did not at once summon him before the magistrate or the super- 
intendent of bamam : it is, therefore, inferible tibit he felt that he cohld not 
prove, or could hot' press; his title. PerhapB''life’iiad di'Bchar|ged the Slave ; psir- 
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bap be had itmted him emclty ; and all diia would have appear^ had he gnne 
bemre the magistrate: he? therefbre^ abstained from so ineonvenient a course, 
assttted in his own mind that on his return to Baroda a short application^ to the 
British anthoril^ there would set all to rights, and restore him the slave- in spite 
of all resistance. . v 

15< In conolnsion, 1 am directed to inform you that Government leave it to 
^onr discretion to communicate so much of the \dcws of Government on the sub« 
ject to the party concerned as yon may deem expedient, intimatfug to him at 
the same time tliat he possesses no method of r<^overing his alleged slave but by 
regularly proving his claim before the local magistrate. 

1 have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) J. P. Willoughby^ 

18 May 1838. Secretary to Govomraent.* 

(True extract.) 

(signed) X. iZ. Held, Secretary to Government. 


(No. 4.) 

Extract from the Proceedinos of Government in the Political Department. 

From James £!rskmey Esq. Political Agent in Katteewar, toJ.P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 

1. 1 HAVE the honour to solicit the instructions of the Right honourable the 
Governor in Council in the case of an African slave who escaped from his 
master, a Scindiun of Wagur, and has sought my p 5 jptcction, but is now claimed 
l)y his owner. 

2. Annexed is the deposition of the poor unfortunate, as also an account of the 
condition in which he presented himself at Rajeote when he first came in. His 
owner demands his restoration, or, if that is not permitted, the price which he 
paid for him. Considering that the lad was not imported by him, but purchased 
irom aiiotlicr Scindian, who was not the importer also, I believe Government will 
decide on obtaining his freedom by the payment of the purcha.se-money. For 
this reason I have retained the slave under my protection, and informed his 
owner that the orders of Government have been applied for in the matter. 

I have, &c. 

Katteewar, Political Agent’s Ofiice, (signed) J. Mrskine, 

Rajeote, 31 Dec. 1837. Political Agent. 


(No. 1.) 

Rajeote, 16 September 1887. 

Dei^osition of Seedee jyTooharth (does not know his father’s name), of the 
Muk^’ana caste, originally inhabitant of Africa, lately that of a ness of Scindians, 
about four miles from Shekarpoor, in the Kutch jurisdiction, aged about 17 
years, taken before James Erskine, esq. political agent in Katteewar. 

“ I was first brought from my country to Muskat j I can’t recollect when, 
hut remained there for many years. After this I was brought to Mandavie from 
Aniljia, by an Arab named Daibman, about five years ago, who sold me to 
a Scindian named Maunnace (I do not know for how much), who kept me for 
about three days, smd then sold me to another Scindian named Kessar, of the 
ness above mentioned ; I have no knowledge for how much.” 

Cross-guestioned , — “ I w^as brought to Mnndavie with, nine other Aincan slaves, 
six males and three females. IVl^' comrades were sold to different people in 
Mandavie. I served my late master witl* fidelity, but was ill-treated, starved, 
and severely beaten, and therefore being unable to suffer such bad treatment, I 
efiV'cted my escape, and came to Rajeote. I am quite ccunfurteble where l atn* 
and would not like to go anywhere until I* etm tamed off.” 
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(No. a.) 

Ah AMcan lad» Of about 16 or IT yoars of age, tiraebraugbt to laeaboiii tlii^ 
Or four days before I started to BuU^hree; he was in rags, and bruised all over 
hi^ body, as he bad been sererely beaten by his owner, a Scindian of Knkarpoor, 
who had bought him at Mandate about four years ago. Seeing the poor hoy in 
such a state, I was moved with compassion, and gave him clothes, food, and cured 
him W applying ointment, See. ; at the same time 1 assured him that he was 
entirely at liberty, and in a state of freedom, and that he shottld consider himself 
emancipated since he fell under the protection of the political agent at Kajeote. 

Political Agent’s Office. (signed) LootfaUee Kium, Mdonshce. 

(A true translation and copy.) 

(signed) James Kr shine. Political Agent. 


Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 26 Jan. 1 838 . 

I THINK the owner of this unfortunate youth should, as a special case, be paid 
by Government tlie price for which he was purchased. 

}3ut before sanctioning tbis, Mr. Rrskiuc, without informing the owner of our 
intentions, should ascertain from him what was the amount of the purchase. 

26 June. ■ (signed) R. Grant. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Ravish ; dated 27 January 1838. 

It would not, I submit, be lawful to surrender him, nor to permit him to be 
seized us a slave within our jurisdiction. Wouhl it not, therefore, be sufficient for 
the politicial agent fully to cxiilain to the owner what are our laws against 
slavery in this respect, and to express regret that it would be a breach of those 
laws to comply with his application ? And this course might have some effects 
in preventing the ill-treatment of their slaves by Scindians, which might be aggra- 
vated fiy a well-known cast; of full price obtained for an nnruly slave, by his 
fle.eing from his master's cruelty. 

27 January 1838. (signed) ,/. Ravish. 


Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated 2 Feb. 1838. 

SuAVEHY within the dominions of British India is not unlawful, though the 
sale of slaves is so. 

Still less can we say that our laws will not allow of our recognizing the exist- 
ence of slavt;ry in Katteewar. 

We have very lately been compelled to admit the right of the Rao of Cutch 
to import slaves into his own dominions. 

1 dare say Mr. Erskine will take the opportunity to express to the Scindian 
slave master his opinion of the great evil of treating his slave with cruelty. 

On the whole, therefore, I would submit that we should act on my former 
minute. 

2 February 1838. (signed) R. Grant. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Ravish, dated 3 February 1838. 

In reporting the amount stated to be the purchase-money of this slave, perhaps 
the political a^eut should also state whether that amount seems what would be 
reckoned a fair price for such a $lavQ. ^ 
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> ; I gkduld be- nuiob obliged to the^soeretar^ to poitit ont tlio rcg^tioii (If dtdre 
be ai^) tuador wiitcliy tibe jariadietion of oar Courts* a mag^trate may 

Interi^ to mtnith a ninaway alavo, or to compeli him to return to Ms master ; 

if there m not such i«gulatio|i» and a master, ia usin^ force to compel the 
retom of such slave, should do him a. bodily injury, the regulation (if mere 4e 
any such) under which such master would be relieved firom‘ the penmties of an 
unjustifiable assault. ' . ^ 

I beg to apologise for ^ving thb trouble ; but 1 have not bc^n able to trace 
any provisions on tlie subject. 

3 Fdbruary 1888. , (signed) J, Fariah. 


(No. 268 of 1838.) 

From the Secretary to Government,, Bombay, to the First Assistant Political 

Agent in Charge, itatteewar. * 

Sir, 

I am: directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Erskine’s letter, dated the 
3lBt December last, with enclosure, soliciting instructions in the case of an 
African slave who escaped from his master, a'Seindian of Wagur, aud sought the 
protection of the British Government, but now claimed by his owner. 

2. In reply I am instructed to acquaint you that the Governor in Council is of 
opinion that the owner of this unfortunate youth should, aS a special case, be paid 
by Government the price for which he was purchased ; but, before sanetiouing 
any sura, you will be pleased, without informing the owner of this intention, to 
ascertain from him what was the amount of the purchase, and to ^tatc whether 
that amount seems what would be reckoned a fair price for such a slave. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) J. jP. WUloughhy, 

10 February 1838. Secretary to Government. 


(No. 103, of 18.38.) 


From J.Erskine, Esq. Political Agent, Kattcewar, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq. 

Secretary to Govemient, Bombay. 

Sir, 


Ist. With reference to the 2d para, of your letter to my first assistant. No. 268, 
of the loth ultimo, I have, the honour lierewith'to transmit, for the information 
of the Right bon. the Governor in Council, copy of a correspondence between 
that officer and the Resident in Cutch, from which it appears that the Seedee 
slave in question was obtained by liis owner in exchange for a buffalo and milch 
cow, valuing 260 Kutek coories, or Company’s Rs. 85. 16. 6. This sum. Colonel 
Pottinger states, is not considered a high price for a slave, in which opinion I 
perfectly agree, since 1 find that the average price of a grown-up Seedee in this 
province has seldom or never fallen below 100 sicca rupees. 


Katteewar, Political Agent’s Office, 
R.ajcotc, 24 March 1838. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) J. Ersidne, 

Political Agent. 


(No. 84 of 1838.) 


From the First. Assistant Political Agent in charge, DAorayec, to Colonel Pottinger, 

Resident in Cutch Bkooj. 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to annex copy of a fetter from Mr. Secretary Willoughby, 
of the loth instant, and as the Seedee slave thereiifi alluded to formerly belonged 
to Sciiide Keshur, who is said to reside in a ness near Shikarpoor, in Wagur, I 
shall feed obliged by your either procuring for me the information required in 
the second para, of the Government letter, or sending that individual to me here. 

• The 



Mm FOR ITS 2$3 

Tbe Beedee«We fnitli^r etat^ that Sicmdeo Keshur pturtthaactd: him from aa old 
:man in. Maadavia of the mine of Munaoe, to whom he:Mras«Qld by t|io Amb 
dealer# He is not aware of the price paid by either of these parties, and It w<add 
/therefom appear advisable to ascertain, if possible, from Scindee Munajc% like- 
wise the price for which he sold him. Moobaruck is the name of the .&ed«e, 
tand he states that he was sold about five years g^o at Mandavie^ by Arab Didli- 
man, and transferred a few days afterwards to his late owner. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W, Xanff, 

Dhofajee, 26 Feb. 1888. First Assistant Political Agent in charge. 


(No. 68 of 1838.) 


From the Resident in Cutch JBhoy to Captain Xang, Assistant Political Agent in 

charge, llajeote. 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge tin; receipt of your letter of the 26th ult,, 
with its accompanying copy of one from Mr. Secretary Willoughby, and to 
acquaint you that the Scinde (Keshur) states that he gave a bufialo and a milch 
cow (which had been previously appraised by competent judges at 260 cories), 
for the Seedee hoy Moobaruck, to Munuaee Toork, of Dribbh, near Mandavie. 
1 also find that 260 cories, or Conipany’s lis. 65. 16. 5. is not considered a 
high price for a slave. 

1 have, &.C. 


Bhooj Residency, 19 March 1838. (signed) H. Pottinger. 


(No. 1081 of 1838.) 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the 

l^olitical Agent, Katteewar. 


Sir, 


I AM directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter, dated tlie 24th March 
last, witli its enclosure, regarding an African slave who escaped from his master 
and sought the protection of the British Government, and to acquaint you that 
the Right honourable the Govenior in (IJouncil is pleased, as a special case, to 
authorise your paying to the owner of the slave in (juestioii, Hs. 65, 16. 6. as 
compensation, and to set the slave at liberty. 


I have, &e. 

(signed) J, P. JVilloughhy, 

Bombay Castle, 0 June 1 838. Secnitary to Governmeut. 


(No, 1082 of 1838.) 

From tlie Secretary to Governmeut to the Accountant-general. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit 
for your information copy of my letter of tliis date to the political agent at Kat- 
teewar, authorising him to disburse the sum of Rs. 65. 15. 6,, on accouut of a 
slave who has been set at libhrty by order of Government. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. JVilloughby, 

Bombay Castle, 9 Juno 1888. Secretary to Government. 
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(No. 1088 of 1888.) 

The Same to the Civil Auditor. 

(True copies!) 

(signed) X. J?. Rdd, 

Acting Chief Secretary to ^vemment. * 


Orderbd, That copies of the foregoing cornmuijication from the acting chief 
secretary to Government of Bombay, be sent to the Judicial Department, in 
order that the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut of this division of the Bengal ‘Presi- 
dency may be called upon to state what is the practice of the courts under their, 
control, in regard to cases of a similar description. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) J. JF. Bayley^ 

Assistant Secretary Government of India. 


(No. 118.) 

To F. J. Holliday, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Pi-esident in Council to forward to you 
the accompanying copy of an extract from the. Proceedings of the Supreme 
Government, in tlio Political Department, dated the 12th instant, and to request 
thiit you will, with the permission of the llonourablcj the Deputy-governor of 
Bengal, call upon the Sadder Dewanny Adawlut at the Presidency, for a report 
of the nature therein alluded to. 

I have, &c. 

Council Chamber, (signed) T. II. Maddock, 

24 Soi)t. 1838. OfUciating SeeJ to the Government of India. 


(No. 2240.) 

To J. P. Grant, Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 

Jtidicial Department. 

Sir, 

cial Depart- I AM directed by the Honourable tin- Deputy-governor of Bengal to forward 
the accompanying copy of a letter from the registrar to tin.* Court of Sudd<jr 
Nizamut Adawlut (No. 3194), under date the 9th ultimo, submitting the 
opinion of the Court upon the subject referred to in Mr. Maddock’s letter of the 
24th September last, regarding the practice obtained in the. courts on occasion 
t)f femah* slaves running away from their owners on plea of ill-treatment. 

* I have, &c. 

Fort William, (signed) J. H. Young, 

4 Dec. 1838. Officiating Depy Secy to the Government of Bengal. 


^ (No. 3194.) 


To F. J. Holliday, Esq. Secretaiy to the Government of Bengal, in the Judicial 

Department. 

Sir, 


Kizamiit Adawlut : 
sent, Brad- 

, and W. Money, esqrs*, 
J. F. M. Reid, esq., 
judge. • 


I am directed by the Court to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter (No. 1010), dated the 2d ultimo, with enclosures, requesting that 
tlic Court will state the practice of the criminal courts under their 
control, in regard to cases of a similar nature to that in which Ids 

Highness 



H%lmee» the Goieewar demanded, tluroagh the imdeat of Baroda, that die • No. St 

magistrate of Nassick should deliver up two female slaves belonging to his B OlSBAy^ 

daughter, who had left her on her arrival at that place from Poonah. ' 

2. In reply, 1 am desired to state, fur the information of his Honor the Deputy- » 

governor, that, in ordinary cases, the jurisdiction in matters regardiug tlio pro- 
perty in slaves rests with tlie oivil courts, and that a magistrate would not be 
justified in interfering, in order to compel their return to persons claiming them. 

In the case under consideration, the Court are of opinion that a magistiute should 
have acted precisely as the magistrate of Nassick has done, that is, refuse to 
deliyei' up tlie slaves, and refer the cpiestion for the decision of Government. 

3. The Court direct me to bbserve, that on a former occasion the Government 
autlioisiscd the payment of the value of certain slaves claimed under somewhat 

sirpilar circumstances. At the same time, however, it was remarked that, wliat- Secretaij 

‘ ever reasons may exist for maintaining the existing laws respecting domestic g® 

slavery among the two great classes of the native subjects of this country, the 6tli June x 810.* 
Muliomedans xmd Hindoos, the Governor in Council is not aware of any prin- 
ciple of justice or policy, which reejuires us to render our courts of judicature 
the instruments for compelling persons who may seek an asylum in tins Bx’itish 
territories, to return in bondage to the countries from wliich they may have 
originated. The principle involved in this extract from the secretary’s letter, 
the Court apprehend, is applicable to the case of a slavxi seeking the protection 
of tlxe Company’s Courts, though brought within their jurisdiction by the foreign 
proprietor himself. 

4. The enclosures of vour letter are herewith returned. 

I am, &;c. 

Fort. William, (sign(;d) .7. UawJdns, B.egistrar. 

9 November 1838. 

.Tudicial Department, 4 December 1838. 

(A ti'ue copy.) • 

(signed) J. fl. Youikj, 

Olficiating Deputy Secretary to tlie (iovernmeut of Bengal. 


(No. 518.) 

From J. T. Grant , Esq. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to No. ix. 

J. C. C. Sutherland, Esej. Secretary to the lixditm Law Commission, dated 
24 December 1838. 

Legislative De*^ . 

Sir, partnicnt. 

I AM directed by the Honourable the President Extract Political Departmont, dated laih Sept. 1838. 
in Council to forward to you, for the information of ^ Bengal, dati 

the Indian Law Commission,^ copies ol the papers F|.q,„ officiating Deputy Secretary to the Governnxei 
noted in the margin, with reference to the General of Bengal, dated 4th Dec. 1838. 

Report upon Slavei*y in India, wliich the Commis- 
sion are now preparing. 

. ‘ I have, &c. 

Council Cliamhcr, (signed) J. P. Grant, 

24 December 1838. Ofiiciating Secretary to Govorumeiit of India. 


Extract Bombay PoLtriCAi. Consultations, 31 May 1|839. 

From P. JV . Lc Geyt, Esq. Registrar, Jo the Secretary to Govemineut, Political no. 3703. 
Department, Bombay, dated 4 April 1839. 

Sir, ^ 

I A M directed by the judges of the Sudder Adawlut to acknowledge tlie receipt 
of your letter of the 12th ultimo, and to forward, for tlxe information of liie 
Honourable the Governor in Council, the copy of cirdular instructions whidi 
238. K K 4 have 
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^0 hb&a. issued for the information and guidance of ike maghrtrates on the 


Bombayv' Sudder Adawlut, 
4 April 1839. 


(signed) P. W. Le Oeyt, 

Ae^strar. 


To the M AOISTRATES. ’ * 

'Sir. ^ ' ■ . 

Under instructions from the Honourable the Govertior in Council, I am, 
directed by the judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut to forward, for your 
infonnation and guidance, the accompanying copy of a letter from the Suddfcr 
Adawlut at Bengal to the address of the Secretary to Government of India, of 
the 9th November last, regarding the practice in force under that presidency, for 
disposing of cases of female slaves running away from their owners under the 
plea of ill-treatment. 

I am dirc'Cted to observe, that the Bombay Code places the investigation of 
slave questions (i. e. between a legal master and slave) in the hands of the 
magistrate, to whom the cognizance of such has also in practice appertained, and 
it is not intended to disturb tJie ]present practice, wheare it is found agreeable to 
the existing law. All importation of slaves above 10 years of age into the 
British territories has been declared illegal, by an interpretation of 30th August 
18.33, on section 30 of Regulation XIV. of 1827 ; and the Court consider that it 
is competent for Government to prevent the restoration of slaves seeking refuge 
in the British from a foreign territory, and in all such cases you will be pleased 
to make a reference to the Honourable the Governor in Council. 

" I have, &c. 

(signed) P. TV, Lc Gcyt, 

Bombay, Sudder*Foujdarec Adawlut, Registrar. 

4 April 1830. 


Extract Poutical Letter from Bomtay, dated 20 May (No. 16) 1840, 


Cons. 1838, 
July, Nos. 
13379 * 3280. 

*'o). Cans. 1839, 
Alth March, Nos. 
1443 to 1447. 


Para. 2* On the 6th November 1837, the acting magistrate of Ahmedabad 
solicited instructions as to whether certain slaves, who had resided for a period 
of tliree years in one of the villages under his superintendence, but who were 
now claimed by the thakoor of Roopal, should be compelled to return to that 
individual; and the thakoor was at the same time informed that the question 
had been referred for our decision. 

3. Before, however, we had come to a decision on this point, we received a 
letter from the political commissioner for Guzerat, rejporting that a party of 
sowars, headed by the son of the thakoor of Roopal, had violently seized the 
persons of the slaves above-mentioned, in consequence of tlieir not having been 
given up to the thakoor. On this occasion Mr. Sutherland remarked, that in his 
opinion the British Government is bound to respect slavery in this country, and 
that we have no right to interfere in any way contrary to established custom in 
such matters. 

4. In reply, we informed Mr. Sutherland, that whatever may be the system in 
Guzerat, iu respect to enforcing the return of slaves to their owners, we could 
not under any circumstances tolerate the adoption of such a course as that pur- 
sued by the son of the thakoor of Roopal, which could be regarded in no other 
light than that of an aggression and inroad into the British territories, for the 

E urpose of violently righting hims^f ; that by such Rn act both thakoor and 
is son had forfeited all claim which they might possess on the British Govern- 
ment for assistance in compelling the retarn of the slaves in question, who, we 
observed, if willing to 'return, might be permitted to do so, but that we could not 
in any way interfere in the case. 

.6. We at the same time informed Mr. Sutherland, that, as a general rule, the 
only method open to individuals for recsovering runaway slaves is by proving' 
their claim before the local ms^fttratesL 
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(No. 96 of 1837.) 

Extract Bombay Political Consultations, li July 1838 . 


• No. 8. • 
BO lit bay. 


No. 3379. 


From J. H. Jackson, Esq. Acting Magistrate, Ahmedabad, to JB. JET. Totonsmd, 

Esq. Acting Secretary to the Government, Bombay, dated 6 Nov. 1837. 

' Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to hand up correspondence, as per margin, Mr. Jackson’s leitcrto Suddur, dated 
and request you will favour me with the instructions of Govern- „ 3 oth September 1837- , , ^ ^ 

ment for my guidance, whether the slaves claimed by the Rocmal * ^ ' 

thakoor, through the political agent, are to be forced against their will to return 
, to' the Roopal thakoor. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) /. //. Jackson, 

Ahmedabad, Magistrate’s Office, Acting Magistrate. 

6 November 1837. 


From J. II. Jackson, Esq. Acting Magistrate, Ahmedabad, to R. T. Webb, Esq. 

Acting Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Ailawlut, Bombay, dated 30 Sept. 

1. 837 • 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to request that the judges will obtain, and favour me 
with, the instructions of Government on the following points ; 

2 . In tht; event of persons (subjects of the neighbouring states) taking refuge 
in, and settling in any of our villages, and who have not been charged with any 
crime, either before or after seeking refuge, are such persons to be forced, against 
their own wishes, to return, on the requisition of the chief from whose territories 
they may have come? 

3. In the case where persons seeking refuge in our districts may be slaves, 
are they to be given up, against their will, to persons professing to bo tlieir owners^ 
and residing in foreign jurisdiction ? 

4. A case has now arisen wherein the Roopal thakoor, through the political 
agent of Myhee Canta, has claimed four persons, viz. the father, the mother, and 
two children, who have resided for three years in one of our villages in the 
Peraunty purgunnah, during the period he was on Barwuttia, as being his slaves, 
and has requested they may be given up to him. I can find nothing in the 
Regulation authorising my delivering up any jiersons contrary to their will, 
whether they be slaves or not, who have settled in our jurisdiction, and against 
whom there may be no criminal charge, and I accordingly request instructions 
for my guidance. 

.5. It appears to me it would be most in accordance with the feelings of the 
times with regard to slaves, that the Roopal thakoor should be directed to insti- 
tute a civil suit against the persons in question for any claim he may have on 
them, whether on account of the loss of their services or otherwise. 

I have, &e. 

(signed) J. Jl. Jackson, 

Ahmedabad, Magistrate’s Office, Acting Magistrate. 

30 September 1837. 


From J. W. Woodcock, Esq. Assistant Registrar, to J. H. Jackson, Esq. 

Acting Magistrate, Ahmedabad, dated 20 October 1837. 

Sir, 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter (No. 86 ), of 1837, dated the 30th 
ultimo, 1 am dijccted by the judges of the Sudder FoujdarcS; Adawlut to refer 
you to chapter 2 , Regulation XI. of 1827, as containing the provisions under 
which emigrants may be restored on the requisition of their sovereign ; and to 
inform you, that in the event oi your still finding yourself unable to solve your 
338 * L L doubts, 
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doubts, you should state the points wherein they exist, in relation to the appli- ^ ^ 

cability of the law. 

I have, &c. • 

(signed) J. W. Woodcock, 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdarce Adawlut, Assistant Registrar. 

20 October 1837, 

(True copy.) 

(signed) , ; J. H. Jackson, * 

• Acting Magistrate. 


From L. R. Rdd, Esq. Acting Chief Secretary to Government, to the Acting 
Magistrate, Ahinedahad, dated 10 July 1838. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter, dated 6th November last, with its enclosed 
correspondence with the acting registrar to the Sudder Foujdarree Adawlut, 
relative to certain slaves claimed by the thakoor of Roopal, I am directed by the 
Right honourable the Governor in Council to acquaint you that instructions 
will be sent to you, on receipt of an answer to a merence made to the Govern- 
ment of India, on the subject of surrendering slaves. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) X. R. Rdd, 

Bombay Castle, 10 July 1838. Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) i. R. Rdd, 

Chief Secretary. 


Extr.4CT Bombay Pouticai. CoNSUtTATioN, 27 March 18.39. 

(No 179 of 1839.) 

From James Sutherland, Esq. Political Commissioner ami Resident, to J. P. Wil- 
loughby, Esq. Secretjury to Government, Bombay, dated 14 February 1838. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information and instructions of Govern- 
ment, the annexed copy of a letter from the acting political agent in Mahee 
Cauntu, under date the filh instant, regarding which, from the full statement of 
Captain Lang, there is no necessity for observation from me. 

My opinion is geuemlly in such cases that we are bound to respect slavery in 
this country ; we have no right to interfere in any way contrary to established 
customs in such matters. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Sutherland, 

Baroda Residency, 14 Feb. 1839. Political Commissioner and Resident. 


(No. 75 of 1839.) ' 

From Captain W. Bang, Acting Political Agent, to the Honourable James 
Sulhertand, Esq. Political Commissioner and Resident at Baroda, dated 5th 
Feb. 1839. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE tlie honour to report tlie following circumstances regarding the vio- 
lent seizure in the Peraunty pcrgunnsdi by a party of several sowars, lieaded by 

♦ the 
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son of thacoor Roopal, of a coolee, and his wife and three children, claimed 
by the tlmcoor as his domestic slaves, and shall feel obliged by your obtaining 
for me .the instructions of the Honourable the Governor in Council on the 
subject. 

2. In the month of July 1837 , the thacoor petitioned the political agent that 
eight slaves of his, four male and three female, and one child, who had fled from 
his village and been discovered in the Peraunty pergunnah, might be restored to 
him. A comnmnication was in consequence made to the; comavishdar on the 
subject, which was referred by him to the assistant collector in charge of the 
pergunnah. The thacoor jrepeated his request once or twice every month, till, 
after some correspondence wi^h the Peraunty authorities, a yad was received, 
signed by Mr. Morg^, and dated 18 Novemlier 1837 , stating that he had 
refer-red the subject for the instructions of Government. Tlie tJiaooor was 
-»r.fermed accordingly on the 21st of tlic same niontl*., and seems to have allowed 
the subject to drop in consequence. 

3. I cannot ascertain that any further correspondence took place regarding these 
slaves till the 26 th October last, 'when Mr. Prendergast sent copy of a yad from 
the Peraunty kamavishdar, complaining that Irlimmut Sing, the thacoor’s eldest 
sou, with a party of 1 5 sowars, had come to the village of Laulpuor, of that per- 
gunnah, surrounded the house in -which five of tlie slaves resided, and after 
beating and ill-treating tliem, carried them off. Upon this the thacoor was 
required to ]>roduce the whole of the persons thus seized, and to send his son to 
answer the complaint. A mohsul was aftei’wards imposed, to enforce these orders, 
and the thacoor then sent one of the party who had gone for the slaves to repre- 
sent that riimmut Sing did not accompany them, and that a message had been 
conveyed to the thacoor by the father of the family, stating their willingness to 
return to Roopal if sent for, which was the rea.son of the thacoor's having taken 
such a stop. 

4. I persisted, however, in requiring the attendance of Himmut Sing, which 
brought the thacoor himself to Sadra with the slave above alluded to. This 
individual admitted that he was willing to return to Roopal, and had sent a 
message to that effect on behalf of himself, his wife, and three children, who 
were the persons carried off. The thacoor still denied the jirescnce of his son, 
and resisted .all my persuasion to send for him, stating that he was so much 
alarmed at the accusation brought against him, that nothing would induce him 
to attend. Finding that Himmut Sing has, ever since the recall of the family 
from IJarwnttye, avoided appearing before the agent or his assistant, and the 
thacoor being the responsible person for all those rtjsiding in his talooka, I tlid 
not think it either necessary or advisable longer to insist on the attendance of 
his son ; and on the thacoor agreeing to produce the rest of the slaves who were 
still in his power, and to point out the others wlio had again fled from Roopal 
to a Peraunty village, I withdrew the mobsul. 

а. There was some delay in procuring the attendance of the slaves from 

Peraunty ; and only one of those who had been seized l)y the Roopal sowars was 
forthcoming, the eldest daughter of the man above-mentioned as having made 
his p<!ace with the thacoor. She declared that they ha<l all b<jen forcibly seized, 
and ill-treated ; that herself and her mother had chains put on their legs, of 
which she showed the marks, and that the father was put in the stocks till he 
consented to remain ; that not only Himmut Sing, but also another of the tha- 
coor’s sons were with the party who seized them, and that I might put her to 
death, but she would not return to Roopal. The thacoor, in reply to this, Avas 
obhged to admit tliat, severity had been used towards the deponent and her 
mother, as they threatened to run off, but said his object was merely to exact 
security that they would remain. He had also failed to produce, the three 
remaining slaves, but reported that one of them had died ; and to require the 
thacoor to abandon all claim, to the whole of the slaves he had petitioned for, 
and grant to each a written release. * 

б. This has been acquiesced in with regard to the man and his daughter, both 
of whom were sent back to Ptiraunty, wjth a request, that if the former continued 
willing to return to Roopal he might be allowed to do so ; none of the others, 
however, have yet been produced, and tlie thakoor tells mb: t improbable and 
inconsistent stoiies regarding them, to endeavour to evade the x'esponsibility he 
has incurred. He has now, however, asked for a sowar to accompany his people 
in search of them, having, he states, obtained some information regarding the 
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« No. 8, mother ; and if she and remaining son are produced, and the other child proved \ 
B p ai B a'y. died a natural death at Roopal (as there is reason to believe), it will perhaps 

* be considered a sufficient punishment to the thacoor to insist on his freeyig these 

two also, and the three others originally claimed from Perannty, from slavery.^ 

But should he fail to do this within a reasonable period, I would suggest that a 
fine of 100 rupees should be imposed in addition, and the mohsul remain till all 
the parties are satisfactorily accounted for. 

7. 1 Iiave not yet been able to ascertain whether it is a feeling of alarm lest 
he should be calfed to account for his former misdeeds, or of disafiection and 
distrust, which prevent Himmut Sing, the thacoor’s eldest son, from coming 
near anj*^ of the agents of Government ; 1 shall be.able to find this out, however, 
after the present business is settled, and sliall keep it in view, as the thacoor is 
now rather an old man ; and were Himmut Sing to succeed to the estate with 
his present feelings, a renewal of the misdeeds for which this family is ncfted. 
would not be improbable. 

8. I take this opportunity of soliciting the instructions of Government regard- 
ing complaints similar to the one in which this originated, both with reference 
to our own districts and the different native chieftainships ; and small talookdars* 
claims for the restoration of fugitive slaves are by no means imfrequent; and in 
such a rude state of society as exists in this province, non-eompliance with them will 
not only be regarded as great injustice, but be apt to lead to acts of violence and 
retaliation. It is well known that domestic slaves are an essential part of the 
establishment of every petty chief ; and they are generally, I believe, treated with 
hindness. I w'ould therefore suggest, that except when decided ill-treatment ap- 
pears to have taken place, I should be authorised to interfere to cause the resto- 
ration of runaway slaves, or compensation and satisfaction to their owners from 
the parties obtaining them. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Lang, 

Political Agent’s Office, Camp at Acting Political Agent. 

Maulpoor, 14 Feb. 1839. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) /. R. Keily, 

Officiating Ass* PoF Commissioner and Resident. 


^liNUTE by the Honourable J, Farish, dated 22 February 1839. 

We lately received a letter from Governor of India, as to their practice; such 
is against the surrender of slaves. I request Mr. Anderson’s opinion on this 
reference. 

22 February 1839. (signed) J. Farish. 


Minute by the Honourable G. Anderson. 

Whatever may be the course, in respect to causing the return of slaves to their 
owners, there can be no question that we would never allow such a course as that 
adopted by the son of the thacoor of Roopal, which was in fact an aggi’ession 
and inroad into our territories, for the purpose of violently righting himself; by 
such act, I should say, the thakoor and his son had forfeited all claims to any 
assistance on our part to oblige the return of the slaves. If the slaves are willing 
of their own apeord, let it be so ; but in this case, certainly, I should say that 
we ought not to do anything more. 

For general instructions, the political commissioner should be referred to the 
letter addressed to him under date * , and to letter under 

date 

(signed) G. Andei'sm, 
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Minute by the Honourable J. A. Dunlop, 
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BOMBAY. 


I QUITE agree, but the great delay in obtaining notice of his complaint should 
also be node^ to the authorities. 


(signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


• From J. P. Willoughby^ Esq. Secretary to Government, of the Political 
Corami8sioner»for Ouzerat, dated 23 March 1839. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter, dated the 14lli ultimo, forwarding a copy of one from the 
political agent in the Malice Caunta, reporting the violent seizure in the Peraunty 
pergunnah, by a party of sowars, headed by the son of the thacoor of Roopal, 
of a coolee, his wife and their children, claimed by the tliacoor as his slaves- 

2. In reply I am directed to observe, that whatever may be the system in 
respect to causing the return of slaves to their owners, there can be no question 
that Government can never allow the adoption of sucJi a course as that pursued 
by the son of the thacoor of Roopal, which in fact was an aggression and uiroad 
into the British teri'itorics, for the purpose of violently righting himself. 


3 . By the above act both the thacoor and his son liave forfeited all claim to 
any assistance from Government to compel the return of the slaves in ipiestion. 

The Governor in Council is, bow’cver, of opinion, that if the slaves are • 
willing to return they should be allowed to do so, but that the acting political 
agent should not in any way further interfere in the case. 

For general instructions for your guidance, I am directed to refer you to my tSth May 183 ®. 
letters, dated as per margin, on the question of giving up runaw^ay slaves to No. y.ji. 
their owners. ' 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, 23 March 1839. Secretary to Government. 


No. 283. 


(True extract.) 

(signed) JL. It. licid. Chief Secretary. 


Extract Politicai. Letter from Bombay, dated 27 November (No. 43) 1839. 


Para. 2 . In a letter, dated the nth October (No. 1241), of 1838, the collector of Pol. Cons. 1830. 
Ahmednuggur reported that it had come to his notice that two female chihlren, S'st October, 
aged seven and eight years respectively, had been a short time before im])orted ^ ®®*5‘78&5i79' 
into the Ahmednuggur zillah in a state of slavery, having been purchase<i in the 
vicinity of Travancore by an individual named Soobanjee Rajeh Moonjekur, 


3. As a security against these children being re-exported to their own country, 
where they would probably be again sold, we have, at the rt‘coianit;udation of 
the collector of Ahmednuggur, authorised their being placed under the charge 
of the gentlemen of the American Mission at that station. 


Extract Political Despatch to Bonthay, dated 13 May (No.*10) 1840. 

Para. 3. The illegality of the im- Lcttepfmiii, dated 27th No vernber (No. 43)1839 — (a, 3.) Two femali 

portation of slaves into our territories*®!)*’, *'**“*?•*'** *‘“‘' 
, I II 1 • (»f Slavery (having been Durchased near Tr a vancorc), were placed unde 

should ^ bo made generally known in charge of* the Atnencaa Mission at Ahmednuggur, as a sccufit^ 
the native states connected with us. against their being re-exported to tlujir own country, where they woulc 

probabiy be again sold. 
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%No. 8.. 

1} O M B A V. ExTUACT BoMBAy PoUTICAL CONSULT ATION» 18 OctobOT 1838> 

(No. 1241 of 1838, Judicial Department.) 

No. 5178 . From jfiT. A. Harrison, Esq. Magistrate, Ahmednug^r, to J, P. Willoughby, 

Esq. Secretary to Govemmeut, Hombay. 

Sir, • 

J iiAVK tlie honour to request you will bring to the notice of the Honourable 
the Governor in Council, that two female children, aged seven and eight years 
respectively, have lately been imported into this zAi^i in a state of 8 la\^ry. 

The children referred to were purchased by an individual named Soybanjee 
Rajah Moongeckur, it is stated, near Travancore, and at the time they 
Seized were on tlieir way, under charter of a servant of the purchaser s, to 
village of Moorigc of the Sewgaon tallooka, where the family of Soobanjee 
Rajah reside. 

3 . The importation of the children being illeg^al, tliey become emancipated ; 
but supposing they were to be re-exported to their own country, they woum pro- 
bably be again sold. I would beg leave therefore to recommend that^they be 
placed under the charge of the gentlemen of the American Mission at this place, 
who would, I have no doubt, undertake the charge of them. ^ ^ 

The person by whom the children were purchased is now, it is understood, in 
the service of the Rajah of Travancore, and was not probably aware that he was 
Committing an illegal act. 

I have, &c. 

Ahmednuggur, .Magistrate’s Office, (signed) H. A. Hatton, 

9 October 1838. Magistrate. 


(No. 2026 of 1838.) 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq. Secretary to Government, to the Magistrate at 
Ahmednuggur, datea 25 October 1838. 

Sir, 

* I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 9th instant, 
regarding two slave children recently imported into the Ahmednuggur zillah ; 
an*!! in reply to inform you, that the Honourable tlie Governor in Council is 
pleased to authorise their being placed under the charge of the American 
missionoi'ies at Ahmednuggur, as recommended by you. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, 26 October 1838. Secretary to Government. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

S^retary to Government. 


Extbact Judicial Letter from Bondtay, dated 1 February (No. 1) 1841 . 

JudicialCons.5lhrebruaryi840, Nog. 357 10 359 5 37d« May 1840, 48. The proceedings referred to 

Nos. 2531 to !i534 ; 3 St J Illy 1840, Nos, 3617 to 3620 ; 29th July 1^0, margin, relate to a detect in 

N(|.<. +o 8 » and 4083 ; 33d September 1840, Nos. 5158 to 5^1 ; existing law for the punishment of 
14th October 1840, Nos. 5434 and *5435. Judicial Cons. 31 si Dec. 1 r i *4.1, 

1830, Nos,. 5203 to 5305. Judicial Cons. sCth February 1840, Nos. offenders charged With exporting s . 
626'i*r)3y; 8th April i8.;o, Nos. 14.50 to 145s; i7tb June 1840, and free persons from the zillahs under 
Nos. 3198 to .3303; 25th March 1840, Nog. 1308 to isit ; sd April .j-jujg prej^idency, and selling them into 
1840, No. 1386, slavery in a foreign territory. 

49. Our attention was first drawn to this question by an interpretation given, 
on the 23 d October 1839 , by the judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut of 
section 31 , Regulation XIV* of 1827 , in which they have declared 
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selling of a slave into a foreign territory is not an offence punishable by the 
law. 

50. Clause 2, section 30 of this Regulation, provides, that any person who shall 
export a slave into a foreign territory from any of the Bombay zillahs, without 
having first obtained a written permission from the magistrate (whose duty it is to 
grant the same only when satisfied that the object is not sale), shall be punishable 
wjth fine and imprisonment ; and section 31 declares the sale of slaves within the 
Bombay zillahs* to be illegal, and provides for the punishment of all persons ctm- 
ceraed therein, either as buyers or sellers. 

*61. The Sudder Foujdarec Adawlut, however, arc of opinion that the 
exportation of a slave, with* permission, under claus<i 2, section 30 of this 
Regulation, and the sub8e(|uent sale, contrary to the terms of the permission 
obtained from the magistrate, would be punishable in the case of persons of the 
Hindoo and Mahomedan religions onlj'’, but not in respect to jiersons of other 
persusisions. 

62. The cause of this distinction is not apparent to us, since the Regulation 
seems to embrace all persons by the comprehensive term, “ any person.” The 
decision of the Sudder judges, however, rests wholly on the o]tinions of the 
native law officers; according to which, it is not the sale of the slave, but tlie act 
of disobedience that is punishabh.', — a rule which might be applied to any other 
case, and could not have been intended when the law bearing on the point was 
framed. 

03. Concurrent with the proceedings in the foregoing case, was that of the 
ex])ortation of a free cluld from the Thannuh collcctorate, an<l its sale into 
shivery in the territory of the Khan of Jungecra. lu this case the accused, who 
was a native subject of this government, was, in the first instance, brought to 
trial under section 4, Regulation XI. of 1827, but was acquitted by tiie session 
judge under the interpretation adverted to. 

54. The child having been free, and not a slave, at the period of exportation, 
the Sudder judges, to wdiom the point was referred, were of opinion that the 
course followed by the session judge was in accordance with their interpretfition, 
and that the case did not come under clause 2, section 30, Regulation XI V. of 
1827, wbioli refers to the exportation and sale of slaves with permission, and not 
to that of u free child. It has therijfore been neces.sary to commit the prisoner 
for trial on a charge of child-stealing under clause 2, section 33, of the abov<jj 
Regulation. 

55. As the Indian Law Commission will no doubt wish to have before them 
tliesc proceedings connected w'ith the question of slaves, whie.h has probably 
alreadj’ formed tlie subject of deliberation, we have transmitted copies of them 
for the consideration of the Covernmont of India, in view to their being referred 
to the Law Commission, if his Lordship in Council should sec fit to do so. 


Extract from the Phoceeuinus of GovER^'ME^'T in the JunicuAL Department. 

From the Acting Regi.strar of the Sudder FonjdiU’ee Ailawliit, 
dated 12 November 1831). 

Sir, 

In conformity with the instructions conveyed in the 3d paragraph of Mr. Wil- 
loughby’s letter of the 28th August 1838 (No. 1835), I am directed by the 
judges "of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, to submit the aceompauying inter- 
pretation of Regulation XIV. of 1827, declared by them under date the 23d 
October 1839. 

' I have, &c. 

(signed) G. Grant, Acting Registrar. 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut;* 

12 November 1839. 
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-No. 8.' 
BOMBAY. 


1840 : Jud. Cons. 
5tlj Feb., No. 35^ 



‘ No. 8. ^ 
BOMHAY. 


No. 358. 


No. 359. 


A840 : Jiid. Cons, 
h May, 

No. 353 ' ; Mar- 
riott, Bel!, and 
Giberne. 

Messrs. Gibernc 
and Grcenhill re- 
cord their dissent. 
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iNTERpRETATiotr of Regulation XIV. of 1827, Section 31. 

A QUESTION having been liefore the court, whether the selling of a slave inia 
foreign territory is an offence or not, it was decided that it is not punisliable by 
law. — ^(Sudder F. Adawlut in re Fazul Ulleeshaw.) 

By order of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, • • 

(signed) G. Grant, Acting Registrar. 

Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, 

7 October 1839. ‘ 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Farish. 


• ^ 


Is not the exportation of a slave with permission, under section 30, clause 2, 
and subsequent sale, contrary to the terms of permission, punishable ? 

• (signed) J. Farish. 


(No. 222.) 

To the Acting Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut. 

Sir, 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 12th November last 
(No. 1880), I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to request, 
with reference to the interpretation of Regulation XIV. of 1827 (section 31), 
therewith submitted, that the judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut will favour 
Government with their opinion on the following point, namely, Whether the 
exportation of a slave with permission, under clause 2, section 30 of the above 
Regulation, and subsequent sale contrary to the terms of permission, is punish- 
able by law. 

I have, &c. 

* (signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle, 30 January 1840. Secretary to Government. 


Fromthc Acting Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 3 April 

1840. 

Sir, 

In acknowledging Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s letter of the 30th January last» 
requesting, in reference to the interjiretation of Regulation XIV. of 1827, section 
31, that th(! judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut would favour Government 
with their opinion on the following point, viz. “ Whether the exportation of a 
slave with permission under clause. 2, section 30, of 1827, and subsequent sale, 
contrary to the terms of permission, fs punishable by law ?” I am directed to 
state' that, in the opinion of the majority of the judges, “ Messrs. Marriot and 
Bell,” the supijosed case would be punishable in regard to persons of the Hindoo 
and Mahomedau religion only. 

2. 1 am therefore requested to submit, for the consideration of the Honourable 
the Governor in Council, if his Excellency is of opinion that the principle of the 
law in respect to persons of those religions on this subject is sound, whether it 
might not be proper by a legislative enactment to make it applicable to all 
classes. 

I have, &c. 

• 

(.signed) G. Grant, Ri^strar. 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, 

3 April 1840. 
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MiJjTTJTE by the Honourable Mr. Farish. 

Tills opinion seems hardly consistent with the interpretation submitted to 
■Gcivexminent on 1 2 th November last, and it may be questioned whetlier the 
interpretation should be published ; but I wait Mr. Anderson’s opinion. 

30 April 1840. (signed) J* Farish. 


* Minute by the Honourable Mr. Jinderson, subscribed by the Honourable 

, Mr. Farish. 

l*Do not exactly see the ground of* this interpretation. The regulation (see- 
,tion 30, clause 2 , Regulation XIV. 1827) seems to comprehend all pei*sons by 
means of the comprehensive term, “ any person.” 

I think w'e should call for the minutes of the judges and their proceedings, 
that we may learn the precise ground of tlic opinion ol' thi* majority of tlie 
Court. 

(signetl) O. JV. Anderson. 


(No. I24r>.) 

To the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdarec Adawlut, dated 21 May 1840. 

Sir, 

I .iM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 8 d ultimo, 
(No. 538), stating, in regard to the point referred for the o})inion of the judges 
of the Sudder Foujdarec Adawlut, viz. whether the exportation of a slave with 
permission, under clause 2 , section 30, Reguhition XIV. of 1827, and subsequent 
sale, contrary to the terms of permission, is punishable by law, that the majority 
of the Court conceive tliat the supposed case w'ould be ]>uuishal>le with respect to 
persons of the Hindoo and Mahoraedau religion only. 

In reply, 1 am instructed to request that the court will be pleased to favour 
Government with copies of their minutes and proceedings on the subject, iu order 
that the Honourable the Governor in Council may be enabled to decide on the 
suggestion submitted in the 2 d paragraph. 

1 have, &.C. 

(signed) W. It. Morris^ 

Bombay Castle, 21 Maj' 1840. Scenstary to Government. 


From the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdarec Adawlut, dated 10 June 1840. 

Sir, 

In compliance with the instructions conveyed in your letter of the 21st ultimo 
(No. 1245), I am desired by the judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut to 
submit copies of the minutes recorded by the judges on the question of inflicting 
jmnisliment for the exportation of a slave with permission, under clause 2, sec- 
tion 30, Regulation XlV. of 1827, and subsequent sale, contrary to the terms of 
permission. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) G. Grant, Registrar. 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, 

10 June 1840. 


Minute by Mr. Marriott. 

The responsibility of guarding aj^iinst the sale of a slave, after exportation, 
appears to have lieen thrown by the* Legislature on the magistmte in tlie luodts of 
preventive procedure provided by Regulation XIV. 1827,' and XXX. clause 2 . 
Thiirc b(!ing no penal specific provision, it appears to me that the su]>posititious 
case referred to by Government is not punishable by law. 

3/2. (signed) S. Marriott. 


NoJS. 

BOMBAY. 


No. 3532. 


No. 0333. 


No. 2534. 


1840: JudiCc 
1st July, 

No. 3617 A. ; 
Mr. Marriott, 3 
Boll, Mr. Gib^i 


No, 3618.^ 


M M 
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BOMBAY. 


Miwte by Mr. Belt 

1 AM inclined to think, in the case referred, that, as the obtaining the certifi- 
cate or perinisaion was under a fraudulent misrepresentation, the person so 
offending rendered himself liable to the punishment of fraud. 

6/2. “ ^ (sig**®d) Bell. 


Minute by Mr. Marriott. ’ 

I DO not see any penalty provided against such a case as is here propounded, 
but the Court's lavr officers might be requested to state wdicther the case would 
be punishable by the Hindoo or Mahomedan Code, and in wliat wav. If it be so,, 
it would become penal according to our code, under Regulation XlV. 1827, sec- 
tion 1, clause 1, article 7. 

13/2. (signed) S. Marriott. 


Minute by Mr. Bell. 

Whetiiek or not the case is punishable by Mahomedan or Hindoo law, I 
still adhere to my former opinion. 

14/2. (signed) A. Bell. 


Minute by Mr. Grecnhill. 

I AM not sati.sfied that it is penal iu any way. The Legislature having in* 
eluded the question of slavery, would seem to have taken it out of the jurisdic- 
tion of the native codes ; and if it has omitted a case, the proper w'ay would 
appear to be to amend the law. In this case 1 should be (lisposed to inform 
Government that it is not distinctly provided for by the code ; and under the 
doubt that may exist, it would .seem advisable to pass* an enactment, and, in the 
event of this course lieing pursued, it would be a good opportunity of explaining 
the meaning of the regulation XI., making penal acts from subjects in foreign 
jurisdictions. 

I would suggest, in reference to Mr. Bell’s remark, that there may have been 
no fraud when the permission was obtained. 

15th. (signed) D. Greenhill. 


Minute by Mr. Marriott. 

I DO not concur iu Mr. GreenhiU’s argument, that, because the case in point 
is not specifically included in the Penal Code, the Legislature intended to take 
it out of the native codes ; for it seems to me that every other instance are 
brought within the former, must, on the same principle, be excluded the 
latter; whereas it is expressly stated, in the Regulation XIV., section 1, 
clause 1, article 7, that ofi'ences declared penal by the religious law of the. 
person cliarged, [irovided they be not included among those for which punish- 
ment is enacted in the regulations, &,c. &c. I tvould submit the question to the 
law officer in tlie first instance, and thereafter renew the discussion. 

18/2. (signed) 6'. Marriott. 

Concurred in bv Mr. Bell. 


Minute by Mr. Marriott. 

Both th<i Hindoo and Mahomedan law officers having declared tlie case to be 
punisliabie by their respective codes, I think Government may be informed that 
it is so in regal’d t»,> persons of the Hindoo and Mahomedan religions ; buf that 
in rcspcict to otlu'rs it is not so. On the point of jurisdiction adverted to by Mr. 
Greenhill, perhaps it would be a more convenient mode if he would propose a 
resolution apart from the present discussion. 

9/3. (signed) S. Marriott. 

Concurred iu by Mr. Bell. 
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Minttfe by Mr. Giberne. * 

I vBiNK we should be very careful in giving an opinion which is opposed to 
a, former interpretation of the law ; Mr. Marriott’s sentiments would do this. I 
■cannot concur in that gentleinan's view of the question.' Article 7, clause 
section 1, Regixlation XlV. of 1827, regards offences declared penal Py the reli- 
gious lavir of the person charged, provided they be not Included among those for 
‘which punishment is enacted in our code of regulations. Now the offence, the 
subject of this discussion, viz. the sale of slaves, is included and specified in our 
•code, and certain provisions laid down ; hence I should say that the article 7th 
above quoted, cannot be intended tc> apply to any portion of the offence in ques- 
tion and any omissions should be supplied by the Legislature only. 

The regulation has provided for the export of slaves without leave ; it has 
’given into the hands of the magistrate the power to withhold or grant a permis- 
sion for such export, and the magistrate is full 3 f at liberty to nuu;.c that written 
permission conditional. He can say that permission is given to export such a 
slave, but in the event of the exporter selling, or attempting to sell such slave, 
the permission is cancelled, and he will be subject to the punishment provided 
for in the regulations. With such provisions in our own code, I cannot think 
that it was ever intended that article 7th, above quoted, should have any effect ; 
and to wlmt extent do the law officers apply their law ? merely to show that per- 
sons in the case in point become guilty of having disobeyed the laws of the 
ruler. This is so sweeping a remark, that I should be sorry to offer it as law 
upon any general question. If, as before shown, the magistrate gives his per- 
mission conditionalK’^, our own code provides punishment ; if he merely' givt;s a 
simple permission, without condition, and the exporter, -without any intention, at 
tljc time of export, of selling his slave, ev'cntually does so, he docs not disobey 
the laws, and the exposition afforded by the law officers would not nppl\\ More- 
over, does the Hindoo and Mahomedan law provide for that in a point of law, 
regarding the difference of jurisdiction ? I shotdd say certainly not ; the rider 
alluded to must refer to the sovereign of the territory in which the act is com- 
mitted, and by these laws the sale of slaves is not penal ; the Act is not in disobe- 
dience of the laws of the foreign ruler under whom the parties may bo residing. 

1 should therefore answer the Government question to this effect, that if the 
magistrate grants a permission on the condition that the slave is not to be sold 
at any time, and further declares that, on breach of this, his permission has no 
effect, that the exporter would subject himself to the punishment providetl in 
clause 2, of section 30, of Regulation XJV, of 1827. 

10 / 3 . (signed) G. Giberne. 


Noi.*A, 


BOMBA 


Minute b}' Mr. Greenhill. 

Neither do 1 think the answer of the law officers applicable to the facts, even 
if they had force, supposing them to have been applicable. I, however, have 
only to refer to my previously recorded opinion. 

10. (signed) D. Greenhill. 


Minute by Mr. Marriott. 

From what is stated by my colleague, Mr. Giberne, I incline to think that 
some misapprehension has arisen in respect to the premises on which hLs main 
argument appears to me to be founde<i. I allude to that part of the minute 
where it is propounded “ if he, the magistrate, gives a simple permission without 
condition.” This embracctt a negative form of the question, which places it in 
exactly an opposite position to that propounded to us by Govelnment, ami con- 
sequently changes its character altogether. The question submitted rests on tho 
supposition that the sale takes placq “ contrary to the laws of permission.” I beg 
to add that, having given every attention to the minutes pf my colleagues, I do 
not see any ground for changing my opinion. 

(signed) 8. Marriott. 

I have nothing more to say. 

(signed) G. Giberne 

238. 
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Minute by Mr. GreenhUl. 

I po not observ e wbetber Mr. Bell still concurs in the reply proposed. If that 
reply is sent, I would suggest that it should be mentioned that neither Mr. 
Gibeme nor I concur, or two of the judges ; it may be advisable to legislate so 
as to Temoih all doubt ; the amount of punishment is not stated. 

(signed) D. (rreenhill. 

■Concurred in by Mr. Giberne. 

Miwute by Mr. Bell. 

I MOST fully concur that a party so oifeuding is punishable by law. ^ 

(signed) A. Bell. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Anderson, subscribed by the Honourable 

Mr. Furuh. 

To complete this inquiry, I think it would be desirable to have the opinion of 
t}»e law officers refer/ed to by the Sudder Adawlut, and also the Court’s opinion 
on the proceedings of the session judge, noted to them in the letter of the 13th 
instant. 

(signed) G. fV. Anderson. 

(No. 1751.) 

No. afiao. To the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdarry Adawlut. 

♦ Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter, dated the 10th instant (No. 1003), submitting copies of 
the minutes of the ju<Ige8 of the Sudder Foujdarec Adawlut, on the questions 
of inflicting punishment for the exportation of a slave, with permission, under 
ehmse 2, section 30, Regulation XIV- of 1827, and subsequent sale, contrary to 
tljt; terms of pennission ; and, in reply, to rec^uest that the Court will be pleased 
to forward to Government the ojiinions of the Hindoo and Mahomedan law officers 
on the above })oint, referred to in the minutes of the Court. 

1 am further desired to request that the judges will, at the same time, favour 
Go\<Tnmeut with their opinion on the proceedings of the session judge of the 
(’ouean, alluded to iu my letter of the 13th instant (No. 1533), in tin* case 
of Saick Dawood Widlnd Saick Rahimori, on a charge of selling a chihl into 
slavery within the tuj'ritory of the Khan of Junjeera. 

1 have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) IF. It. Morris, 

2fl June 1840. Secretary to Government. 


From the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdarry Adawlut, dated 8 July 1840. 


lo ; .liul. Cons- 
p July, 

► 4081 ; Mr. 
rriott, Mr. 


Mr. Grcfn- 


1n acknowledging thf? receipt of your letter, dated 26th ultimo, I am directed 
by the judges to forward to you, to he laid before the Honourable the Governor 
iii Council, the accompanying copies of the opinions of the Hindoo and Maho- 
medau law officers, on the question of tlie sale of an exported slave, contrary to 
the terms of pernfissioii. 

2. In re]>ly to the second paragraph of your letter, I am directed to state that 
the jtroctiediiigs of the session judge of thp Concan, alluded to iit your letter 
under reply, have been called for, and, on their rticeipt, the opinion of the 
judge's ou the same will l)e communicated to Government. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdarree Adawlut, (signed) G. Grant, 

8 July 1840. Registrar. 



(Translation.) 

Question to the Shastree of the Sudder Adawlut, dated 24 Febrtiary 1840. 

Whetijeh an exportation of a slave, agreeably to the jjermission contained in 
clause 2, section 30, Regulation XIV. of 1827, and subsequent sale, contrary to 
the terms of the permission, is punishable according to tho Hindoo law ? • 

, (signed) W. H. Harrison^ 

^ Deputy Registrar. 


• Answer. 

' Tiieiie arc 1 5 kinds of slaves enumerated in the Shastra ; of those there are 
five; viz. 1st, one bom of a female slave; 2d, one purchased at a price; 3d, 
* one obtained as a present ; 4th, one obtained sis a portion of inheritance ; 5th, 
one who became a slave himself, on receiving a certain sum of money for his 
own use. Such slaves can only claim their liberation on the grounds of having 
rendered most meritorious service to their master, such as preserving bis life, or 
the slave may obtain it if his master grant it of his own free will ; so that there 
are only two ways by which a slave can obtain his liberty. ^This restriction, 
however, does not extend to the other kinds of slaves. This opinion is given 
on the, authority from Meetakshura. It appears, therefore, that a master has a 
j)roj)riotary riglit over a slave of the above description, and therefore his sale is 
not forbidden by the Shastra, consequently an exportation of a slave, and his 
subsii({iient sale, is not punishable by the law. 

lint the (juestioii states, that “ if a person exports a slav<', agreeably to the 
Jjermission as contained in the regulation, and sells him,' contrary to the terms 
of the Jjermission,” in such case the sale is effected by setting the laws at defiance ; 
the jjerson, therefore, becomes guilty of having disobeyed the laws of the. ruler, 
and should be punishc<l for the act of disobedience in sucli manner as the ruler 
may tlujik proper. The Shastra stat(!S, that the order of the ruler, when it is 
not at variance with the jjrinciplt'-s of religion, should be obeyed ; tborofore, dis- 
obedience of the order could not lie excused, according to tJie laws of Kateayen 
as treated of in Meetakshur and Veermetrodnya. 

(signed) Sooryaravi Vulluhrani, Shastree. 

Dated 29 February 1840 . 


(Translation.) 

Question to the Cazee of th(>. Suddt;r Adawdut, dated 24 Fc'bruary 1840. 

Whether any exportation of a slave, agreeably to the permission contained 
ill clause 2, section 30, Regulation XIV. of 1827, and subsequent sale contmry 
to the terms of the permission, is punishable according to the Mahomedan law ? 

(signed) JV. II. llan’ison, Dejjuty Registrar. 


Answer. 

Ip a person has purcha.sed a slave, he can sell him or her, and such act is not 
jjunishable according to the Mahomedan laws ; hut in a case of his having acted 
contrary to the terms of the permission, be bix'^omes liable to such punishment 
as the ruler may award against him for disobedience; for it is proper that a 
subject should obey the laws of the ruler wdicn such law's do not interfere wdth 
his religion, tmd obedience to them dOes not render him guilty of any ofl'eiice 
according to his religion. ’ 

(signed) Hazee Itookmwdeeu, 

Dated 27 February 1840. Cazee of the Sudder Adawlut. 
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27® CQJ^^TOND^INCE ON THE SLAVE TEAO^^ 

* 

From tlie Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 24 July 1840. 

Sir, ■ - 

Adverting to the 2d para, of your letter of the 2etb. ultimo, No. 1751, re- 
questing the judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut to favour Government 
with tlieir opinion on the proceedings of the session judge of the Concan, in the 
case of Sheikh Davood Wullnd Sheikh JRahimon, on a charge of selling a cHild 
into slavery within the territory of the Khan of Junj^ra, I am directed to in- 
form you that, in the opinion of the court, Mr. Pyne decided correctly hnd 
according to the interpretation of the law passed *on the 7th, and published in 
tlio Government (Sazette of the Sist October 1830, and his recommendation 
tliat the offender should be committed on a charge of child-stealing, uucbr 
clause 2, section 33, of Regulation XIV. of 1827 was judicious. * • 

2. In reference to tlie wish of Government to know whether Mr. Pyne’s de- 
cision does not militate against the court’s interpretation of Regulation XIV. of * 
1827, communicated to Government in my letter of the 3d April last, No. 538, 

I am instructed to state, tliat the interpretation quoted refers to the exportation 
and sale of slaves with permission, and not to that of a free child. 

I liave, &c. 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree (signed) G, Grant, Registi-Ur. 

Adawlut, 24 July 1840. 



Memorandum by the Secretory. 

The commencement of the present correspondence connected with the sale of 
slaves was the question put by the Honourable Mr. Farish on the interpretation 
of section 31 of Regulation XlV. of 1827, declared by the Sudder Adawlut under 
date the 23d October 1 838, and intimated in their acting registrar’s letter of the 
12th of the following month. 

The interpretation was, that the selling of a slave in a foreign territory is not 
punishable by law, and the question on it, whether the exportation of a slave 
with permission, under section 30, clause 2, of tlie same Regulation, aud subse- 
quent sale, eontinry to the terras of permission, is not punishable. 

The question being put to the Sudder Adawlut, it was intimated by their re- 
gister, under date the 3d April last, that, in the opinion of the majority of the 
judges, such au act would be punishable in regard to persons of the Mahomedan 
and Hindoo religions, hut in regard to them only. 

The cause of this distinction not being apparent, the minutes recorded by the 
judges on the occasion were called for by Government ; and, it being ascer- 
tained from them that the decision andved at rested wholly on the (»piuions 
given by the native law officers, the judges were requested to hand them up 
also, and from which the conclusion to be drawn was, that it was not the sale of 
the slave, hut the act of disobedience which was punishable. 

Concurrent with the foregoing proceeding was a case of sale into slavery in a 
foreign territory, tJiat of the Khan of Junjeera, and in which, in the first instance, 
it was proposed to try the prisoner under section 30 of Regulation XIV. of 1827. 
On the interpretation of this section bf;ing pointed out to the acting magistrate*, 
he intimated his intention of bringing the prisoner to trial under section 4 of 
Regulation XI. of 1827; and the prisoner being accordingly put on his trial, 
was acquitted by the judge under the interjjretation above referred to, but with 
a recomnu'ndation that the prisoner should be brought to trial on a charg-e of 
child-stealing, under clause 2, section 33, of Regulation XIV. of 1827. 

The child ip this case being free and not a slave, permission would not appear 
to have been sought, so that it did not come under clause 2 of section 30 of the 
Regulation, and 'the acquittal of the prisoner would appear to have been in 
accordance with the interpretation, his oflcnce being that of child-stealing, for 
which his trial has yet to take place. 

(signed) W. R. Morris,. 

29 August. Secretary to Government. 
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No, 8/ * 

(No. 2484 of 1840.) BOMBAY. 

To F. J. 'Hallidav, Esq. Secretary to Government of India in the Legislative ^ 

asd Sept. i84cl^ 


Sir, 


ti 

Department. 


No. 5160. 


Par. 1. I AM directed by the Honour- 
able' the Governor in Council to transmit 
to you, for the purpose of being laid be- 
fore* the Right honourable the Gover- 
nor-general of India in Council, copies 
of the .correspondence noted iu the 
m^^r^n having relation to the question 
of slaves. 


From the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated lath November 1839, 
No. 1880, with enclosure. 

Reply, dated 30th Jan. 1840, No. ass. 

Rejoinder, dated 3d April 1840, No. 538. 

Replication, dated aist May 1840, No. 1345. 

From Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 10th June 1840, No. 1693, 
with enclosure. 

Reply, dated 26th June 1840, No. 1751. 

Rejoinder, dated 8th July 1840, No. 1280, with enclosures. 


• 2 . In transmitting these proceedings, I am desired to inform you that the 

judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, having submitted the interpretation of 
section 31 of Regulation XlV. of 1827 of the Bombay code, deciding that the 
selling of a slave in a foreign territory is not punishable by. law, they were rc- 

a nested to report wliether, with reference to the interpretation declared by tlieiii, 
ley conceived that the exportation of a slave, with jierniission, under elausij 2 , 
section 30, of the above recited Regulation, and subsequent sale* contrary to the 
terms of pc'rraission, was not an offence punishable by law. 

.3. It may be necessaiy here to observe, that clause 2 , section 30, of Regula- 
tion XlV. of 1827, lays down that any person who shall export a slave from a 
zillah subordinate to Bombay into foreign temtory, without first obtaining a 
written jiormission from the magistrate, whose duty it shall be to grant the same 
(only when satisfied that the object is uot sale), yvill be punishable with fine, &,c. ; 
and section 31 of the same Regulation declares that, in addition to the preceding 
rules (specified iu clauses 1 & 2 of section 80), the sale of slaves within the zillahs 
subordinate to this jiresidency is illegal, and all persons concerned therein, either 
as buyers or sellers, will be punishable with fine, &C. 

4. Ill replju'iig, therefore, to this reference, the judges stated that the court 
were of opinion that such an act would be punishable in regard to persons of 
the Mahonicdan and Hindoo religion, but in regard to them only. 

r». The cause of this distinction, however, not being apparent, more especially 
as the regulation seems to comprehend all persons by the comprehensive term 
“ any person,” it was deemed advisable to have the minutes recorded by the 
court oil the occasion, which the judges were accordingly requested to furnish, 
111 order tliat the government might be made acquainted with the precise grounds 
on Avhich the opinion of the majority of the court, iu respect to the question 
adverted to, was founded. 

b*. It appearing, on the receipt of the minutes iu question, that the decision 
arrived at on the above point rested principally, or iu fact wholly, on the opinion 
of the native law officers, the Sudder Court were further requested to hand up 
these opinions also, and from which the conclusion to be drawn is, as his Lord- 
ship in Council will perceive, that it was not the sale of the slave, but the act of 
disobedience that was punishable. 


7. As connected with the foregoing 
proceedings, 1 am also on this occasion 
instructed to transmit copies of the 
papers noted iu the margin, relative to 
a case of sale into slavery in a foreign 
territory, that of the Kliun Junjecra, 
in which the magistrate of Taiinah, in 
reporting the circumstance (in the first 
instance), applied for authority to place 
the prisoner on his trial, under the pro- 
visions of section 31, Regulation XlV. 
of 1827. ' 


Letter from the Magistrate of Tannali, dated s8th November, with 
enclosure. 

Reply, dared igth December 1839, No. 3232. 

Rejoinder, dated 6tii January 1840, No. 2. 

Government letter to Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 21st February 
1840, No. 354. 

Reply, dated 7th March 1840, No. 375. 

Government letter to Magistrate of Taniiah, dated 3d April 1840, 
No. 754. 

Reply, dated 29th May 1840, No. 13, with enclosures. 

, Rejoinder, dated 13th June 1840, No. 1533. 

Government letter, of same date, to the 8udder Foujdaree Adawiut. 
Loiter from the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 24th July 1840, 
No. 1370. 


• ’ 8 . On the court’s interpretation thereof having, however, been pointed out to 
the magistrate, he intimated his intention of bringing the prisoner, being a 
238. M M 4 British 



* ‘No. 8* 

^BOM BAY. 


No. 5161. 


Jud. C'ons., dated 
14th Oct. 1840, 
^ j4:i4* 

Ki*.u, \JV, 1827, 
s't'c. j:j, cl 


272 CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SLAV]^ TRADE, 

British subject, to trial uu«ler section 4, Regulation XI. of 1827, which mode of. 
procedure the Sutlcler judges, to whom the question had been intennediately 
referred, were of opinion was the propter course to he adopted in this caSe. 

0 . The prisoner was therefore placed on his trial and acquitted by the session 
judge under the interpretation referred to, but with a recoininendation ' that he 
should be tried on a charge of child-stealing under cliause 2, section 33, Regu- 
lation XrV. of 1827. ' , 

10 . The Court of Sudder Fonjdaree Adawlut having, on aftjrther reference 
made to them on the subject, decided, that as -the child in question is free ^and 
not a slave, the case does not come under clause 2, section 30 of the above regu- 
lation, which refers to the exportation and s&Ie*of slaves with permission, and 
not to that of a free child, and that the acquittal of thte prisoner was ^‘accord- 
ance with the- interpretation given by them, the magistrate has therefore t^en 
directed, agreeably to the session judge’s suggestion, in which the court concur* 
to commit the ofiender' on a char^ of child-stealing, under the provision of , 
clanse 2, section '33, Regulation XlV. of 1827, provided there is sufficient evi- 
dence of his having committed the offience vvitn which he stands charged, the 
result of which the magistrate has beteii call^ on to report. 

11. As the Governor in Council is induced to believe that the Indian Law 
Commission wonld wish to have the prooeedingb connected with the above subject 
before them as connected with the question of slaves, which it is presumed has 
already formed a subject of deliberation, I have been instructed to forward these 
papers, together with a printed copy of Rd^^ation XIV. of 1827, in order that 
they may, if his Lordship in Council shaU see fit, be handed up to the Law 
Commission. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) W. R. Morris, 

22 SeptembOT 1B4Q. Secretary to Government. 


(No. 2485 of 1840.) !' 

To the Magistrate of T&nmh. 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter, dated the 13th Lune last, No. 1538, directing 
you to proceed against the prisoner therdin mentioned on a charge of child- 
stealing, under the provisions of danse 2, section 33, Regulation XIV. of 1827, 
1 am directed by the Honourable the Goveitior in Council to request that you 
will be pleased to report the result of the trial for the information of Govern- 
ment. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) W. R. Morris, 

22 September 1840. Secretary to Government. 


From the Acting Magistrate of Tawnah, dated 24 September 1840. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of 22d instant, calling on me to report for the informa- 
tion of the Honourable the Governor in Council, the result of the trial of Sheikh 
Dawood W<i Sheikh Rahimon, charged with stealing a child in the Rygbur 
Talooku, I Jiave respectfully tlie honour to state, that tlie above prisoner was 
committed by me on the 21 st instant to take his trial before the session judge of 
Tannali. * 

2. I have the honour to annex extract of my proceedings in the above ease, 
explanatory of the delay that has taken «plaoe in its disposal. 

1 have, See. 

Taimah, Magistrates’ Office, (signed) J. M. Langford, 

24 September 1840. Acting Magistrate. 
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Estiugt from Procebdinos of the Acting Magistrate of Tannah, dated 

2 l»September 1840. 

Thb cause of this case having been delayed to the prei^nt time has been ex- 
plained in the actiing magistrates^letter to the Sudder r oujdaree Adawlut of the 
31st ultimo. The prisoner was, on the SOth April 1840, forwarded by the 
'assistant m^strate, Mr. Davies, to the sessions, charged with selling the child 
at Junjeera. It was ruled by the court that Junjeera being a foreign state, the 
belliipg a slave there was an offence not punishable by our regulations. The case 
was men returned to the "Assistant ms^strate for a new charge to be made out 
against the prisoner for stealing the chim, which, and the chad’s being unable 
; to attend from illness, has beep the ca^s^of the delay in disposal of the case that 
lias taken place. • ^ 

(signed) J, W. Langford^ 

Acting Magistrate. 


No*. 8. 
BOMBAY. 


No. 5434- 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Farishf subscribed by the Honourable No. 543€. 

Mr, Atf,dert<m. 

The report of the magistrate as to the result of the trial before the session 
judge of the Concan may oe awaited. 

3 October. ‘ (signed) J. Faruk. 


From the Assistant Magistrate of Tannah, dated 35 November 1839. 

Sir, 

Agreeably to section 4 , Regulation XI, of 1827, 1 have the honour to request * 839 : Jud. Const 
the favour of your obtaining the orders of Government with respect to a prisoner, Nor 59 «| 

Sheikh Dawood Wullud S^ikh Rahimon, an inhabitant of Goregaum, in the 
Ryghur Talook, convicted of selling a child into slavery, within the territories of 
the Khan of Junjeera, on the 16th May last, the o^nce being punishable by 
section 31 of Regulation XIY. of 1827. 

I have, &c. * 

25 November 1889. (signed) J. M. J}a!oie$, 

Acting Magistrate. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Farish , 

This seems to be one of the cases in which the late interpretation of the Sudder 
Adawlut would be against the conviction under section 31, which relates to sales 
within tlie zillabs; but Mr. Anderson’s opinion will be desirable; it is to be 
hoped the offence is not without the law. 

6 December. (signed) J. Farish. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. Anderson. .>• 

I THINK we should inquire from the magistrate, if, notwithstdhding the inter- 
pretation referred to by Mr.' Parish, he proposes that the individual should be 
committed for tried, and under what Regulauen ? 

(signed) , G. W. Anderson, 


No. ssa4* 
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^3f4 • eWUS^KOENOE OW THE ISMVE T^lAiDE, 

■ , . ■' ■ ■■ ' \ 

■ To tlift. Bfiigipttarite ' \ ■'.l.-J.'-A'- 

Sir, ' ' ' ' ' , ^ ' ‘-v- ' ' ' y 

I AMU direoted t>y the Honourable the Governor in Counc^to ackunwledga the 
receipt of Mr. Davies' letter, dated the asth ultimo, and to request that you will 
report whether, notwithstanding the interpretation of the’ judges of the Suddeif 
Fbujdaree Adawlut of section 31, Reflation XIV; of 1337, you propose that the 
prispner apprehended on a chaige of selling a child into slavery within the ter-*' 
ritory of the Khan of Junjeera, shall be committed# for trial; and if so, under 
what Hegulation? , 

I have, &o. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) J, P. WiUoughhyy 

19 December 18r38. Secretary to Government. 


I 840 : Jud, Con*. From the Acting Magistrate of Tannahy dated 6 January 1840. 

8th Feb. No. 636. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1 Pth ultimo, 
calling upon nte to report whether, notwithstanding the mtei^retation of the 
judges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut of s^tkm 31^ Regulation XIV. of 1827, 
1 propose that the prisoner apprehended on a charge of selling a child into 
slavery within the territory of the Khan of Junjeera, shall be committed for trial ; 
and if so, under what Regulation? 

2 . In reply, I beg to state, as my opinion, that the prisoner being a subject of 
the Bombay government, he should be tried for the onence charged against him 
under section 4, Regulation XI. of 1827. 

1 have, &c. 

Tannah, Magistrate’s Office, (signed) M, Mtmtgo>mriey 

6 January 1840. . Acting Magistrate. 

No. 637 . Miuutb by the Hwiourable the Governor, subscribed by the Hon. Mr. Parish. 

The question here is, whether selling a child in a foreign territory is an offence 
punfshable by our Regulations ; if it is not, it ought, in my opinion, immediately 
. to be made so. 

Tlie judges of the Sudder Adawlut have recently ruled, in their interpretation 
of section 31, Regulation XIV. that it is an offence not punishable by law. 

In the present case, however, could not the prisoner be tried for kidnapping 
the child sold in the Junjeera territory? 

On this point I should wish Mr. Anderson’s opinion ; but perhaps our best 
plan will be to refer the case to the judges of the oudder Adawlut, and request 
tlieir Opinion as to how it can be disposed of under existing Regulations. 

(signed) J. R. Comae. 


No. 638. Minute by the Honourable Mr. And&rsony subscribed by the Board. 

Mn. Montooueries view is erroneous ; the offence should bean offence in the 
foreigu territory as well as ours, to make a person amicable, if the act has been 
done in a foreign territory. But it will be well in the first instance to put the 
proposed questioh to the Budder Adawlut. 

I may remark, however, that the export of a slave wi^ut permission of the 
magistrate, is punishable by clause % sectioB 30, R^nlatioii XlV» of 1827 ; and 
stealing a child is also pimishable by clause 2, section 83 of the same Regula- 
tion. 

If the prisoner has committed either of these offences, he can be fried and 
punished, independent of any act in the foreigu territory. 

(signed) G. W. Anderson. 



^ V . . ’ ■ 

t(No. »64 of 1640.) , B Ciiil E A*?? 

, To the llegisitar of tlie Sud^er Foujdaree AdiaMrJiit. 

Sir, 

Wrrn reference .to my letter* dated 30th ultimo^ No. 222, 1 am directed by the No. 609. 
Honourable the 'Gbvemor in ^uncil to transmit to yon, for submission to the 
judges of the ^dder Foujdaree Adawlut, copies of the eomspondence iiot^ in 
tlie margin, originating in an a|)plicatiun Irom the magistrate of Tantiah, for Letters from Ma- 
permission to bring a British subject to trial for selling a child into slavery, in of Tanoah 

the'‘terrjtory of the Khan of Junjeera, and to request that the court wiil favour 
Government with their opinion as to how this case can be disptwed of under duuI, 6th Jan. 
existing regulations. 1840, No. 2. 

I have, &c. 


Bombay Castle, 
21 February 1840. 


(signed) J. P. WUlmghh^^ 

Secretary to Government. 


From the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 7 March 1840. 

Sir, 

I AM diluted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (No. 334) dated 21st *®4o : Jod. Cons, 
ultimo, and its accompaniments, and tq state that the reference contained in your w"Apni,No.i45o. 
letter, dated 30th January (No. 223), to which allusiou is made in that now 
under reply, is at pi’esent under the consideration of the judges, and that 
a question thereon is pending before the law officers. 

2. In reply to the present reference, 1 am directed to observe, for the informa- 
tion of the Honourable the Governor in Ouuncil, that the course of procedure in 
bringing the acensed to trial is that pointed out in tlie second paragraph of the 
acting magistrate’s letter of the 6th January, which appears merely to require the 
authority of Government. 

I have, See. 

Bombay, Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, (signed) J. Grants 

7 March 1840. Registrar. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr. And^ion^ subscribed by the Honourable 

Mr. Farlsh. • 

Under this opinion of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, the authority of 
Government should be given for putting the prisoner alluded to in tire acting 
maifistrate’s letters of the 26th November 1839 and 6th January 1840, on his 


magistrate’s letters of the 26th November 1839 and 6th January 1840, on his 
trial ; the result of the trial to be reported to Government. 

(signed) Q. W. Anderaon. 


No, 1451. 


(No. 764 of 1840.) 

To the Magistrate of Tannah. 


No. 1453. 


'With reference to your letters to Government, dated 25th November and 
6th January last, 1 am directed to inform you tlmt the Uonoutablo the. Governor 
in Council is pleased, in conformity with section 4, Regulation XI. of 1827, to 
authorise you to bring to tr^al the prisoner named in the margin, being a British sheikh Dawood 
subject, on a charge of having sold a child into slavery within the lemtoiy of the Wuliud sheikh 
Khan of Junjeera, and to request .that, you will be {deasedi to report the result of 
the trial for the information of Govemment. 


Bombay CasUe, 
3 April 1840. 


I have, foe. 

(signed) W. R. Morr^, 


Secrotaw to Government. 
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No. 3201. 


From the First Assiata&t Magistrate in Charge at Tannaht dated 20 May 1840. 

' Si*** ■ , ' * 

With rderence to your letter (No. 754), dated 9d ultimo, I have the honour 
to fiaitd uF* ^i* information of Government; the accompanying letter from 
the sessions judge of the Concan, dated the 27th instant, forwarding an e 3 :tr!act 
from his proceedings in the case of Sheikh Dawood Wullud Sheikh Rahimon. 

I have, &c. 

Tannali, M^istrate’s Office, (signed) (?. H. JPitt, • 

29 May 1640. Hrst Assistant Magistrate in Charge. 

« « 

(No. 674 of 1840.) 

Case No. 38 of the General Calendar of 1840. 

To the First Assistant Magistrate in cha^e at Tannah. 

Sir, 

1 -HAVE the honour to forward a person named Sheikh Dawood Wullud Sheikh 
Hahimon, with an extract of the court’s proceedings of this day’s date, for your 
information and guidance. 

I havcj &c. 

Conkan, Court of Adawlut, (signed) John Pyne, 

27 May 1840. ' Sessions Judge. 


Exthact from the Proceedings held before John Pr/nc, Esq. Session Judge of 

the Conkan. 

Wednesday, 27 May 1840. 

The court having recorded the charge on which the prisoner, Sheikh Dawood 
Wullud Sheikh Rahimon, is committed, refrains from asking the prisoner to plead 
to it, as, under the interpretation of tlie Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, dated 7th Oct. 
1839, with reference to clause Ist, section 30, Regulation XIV. of 1827, it was 
“ ruled that selling of a slave in a foreign territoiy h not punishable by law.” 

The prisoner is consequently discharged from the bar. 

It appearing to tKe court that a charge might be sustained against Sheikh 
Dawood Wullud Sheikh Rahimon of child-stealing, under provisions of clause 2, 
section 33, Regulation XIV. 1827, it resolves to forward the said person to the 
assistant magistrate in chaige, to be dealt with as he deems projier. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) J. Pync^ Sessions Judge. 


Minute by the Honourable Mr, Anderson^ subscribed by the Honourable 

Mr. Parish. 

The assistant magistrate should proceed against Sheikh Dawood for child- 
stealing, under clause 2, section 33, Regulation XIV. of 1827, if the assistant 
magistrate is of opinion that there is evidence against the said Sheikh Dawood of 
his having committed that offence. « 

The letmr of the assistant magistrate, with its accompanitnents, might he sent 
to the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, to request that they would call for the proceed- 
ings of the sessions judge, if they thought it neccssaiy, to see if the sessions 
judge’s present decision does not militate •against tha interpretation reported in 
their letter to Government of the 3d April last. 

if 

(signed) IP. Anderson. 



auK jij.^ v^uvr^iuiNi’ 


‘SW 


"* -- ■;•' ,■ 'l'o''the.Mag»t^te'of'2r^nna/(. 

V'f^Sir,' 

l ,AMdireat^^<by the Horiouraible ti^« Governor in CcHtncil th eoknamledge the 
receipt of Mr. Htt*s letter, dated the S9th ultimo (No. 13}# with its encioshrcB. 
repprtiiig, BawoodI Wiillud Sheikh ^lumon 

bef6re„the sessicfti judge of the Conkan on a charge of selling a chUd into slavery 
within the territory oOunjeera, and acquitted of that ofTenoe, adid tQ. request that 
yod will proceed a^nst this pris6ner/or dnld.stealing, 'under the provisions* of 
clause ^ section 33, RegulaHqn XIV. of 1827, if you aye of opinioirt^^at there is 
evidence hf his having comnjitted that crijne. , ' > , 

I havcv &e. 

Bombay Castle, (si^ed} fV.J^Morrigi ^ ^ 

13 June 1840. ' Secretary to Government. 


'-0.8.*Vf" 
'MB AY. ,■ 


Six, 


(No. 1334 of 1840.) .. ■ 

To the Registrar ol* the S udder Fqigdaree At^wlot 


With reference to the second paragraph of your letter, datedthe7th of March 
last (No. 37^)» I directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council, in 
transmitting to you the accompanjjng copy of a letter from the first '^stant 
magistrate at Tahnah, of the 29th ultimo (No. IS), with its ^closures, and my 
rcjpdy of this dato, to request, that the judges of tlie Sadder Foujdaree Adawlut 
will be pleased to call for the proceedings held before the sessions judge of the 
Conkan, in the case of Shmkh Dawood WuUud Sheikh Raluimofi. op a c^ji^ge of 
selling a child into slavery within the territoty of the khan of Junjeera, if they 
should think it necessary to do so, in order' to ascertain whether the decision of 
Mr. Pine doesmot militate against the court’s interpretation of Regulation XIV. 
of 1827, communicated' tb Government in your letter of the 3d April last 
(No. 538). , t : . — 

“ I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) FV» Morris^. 

13 June 1840. .«■ . Secretary to Government. 


No. 2203. 


From the Acting Magistrate of Tanna^h dated, 10 February 1840. . ' 

Sir, > , 

1 HAVE tt^ hi^pur to request you. will obtain the instructions of Government I840i Jud. Com 
in regard to the subject of my letter of the 6th ultimo. No. 2, as the accused party ^ * 1 ^*^*^**’ 
has been in confineipent since the 12th September last. 

I have, &c. 

(signed),, JS. Moritgomeriet 

Tannah, Circuit Cutcherry, * Acting Magistrate. 

10 February 1840. \ 






Minute byj 4 h«)HaniMilnl^ ihe Gove]^or,stdw<»ib^ No. 1200. 

'' ■' ' ' Mr, JfhrisA. ■ 

A REENEEKcie was made^ theSbidiler J^oujdaree Adawlut on the 2i8t instant, 
to ascertain the doutt^a opinion as how this ca^ can bq^i^sposed of. ' 

Their answ.fr must be awaited. 

(signed) JCi&Gamoc. 


(218,) 
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Nq.1S)P. 


No. 1211. 


M) : Jud. Com. 

I \ptil, No.l28() 


m COnKESl*ONDENCE ON THE SL4VE TEAT>E. ' 

m 

Mimuye by the HoQoumb^h'Mr. Anderson, subscribed by the Honourable Board. 

* 

The Sudder Adewlut should* be informed that tbe^Govemment awmt its reply. 

(signed) Q, Andersofi. 


(No. C31 of 1840.) , 

To the liegistrar of die Judder Foujdaree Adavrlut. 

Sir, ' , 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor id Council to request tliat the 
.fudges of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut will be pleased, with all practicabfe 
dispatch, to furnish the information called fbr in Mr. Secretary Willoughby ’•> 
letter of the 21 st ultimo, No. SS4, 

I have, 

(signed) TV. R. Morris, 

Bombay Castle, 84 March 1840. , Secretary to Government 

% 

(No. 6C4 of 18*40.) 

. To the Registrar of the Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut. 

Sir, * • 

Aovurting to- niy lettci ditted thc84tb instant, No. (>31, 1 aip directed by the 
Honourable the Governor in Council to acquaint you, for the Information of the 
Judges oflhe Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut, that the answer tlicrein called foi 
appears to have been fui'nisbcd, being contained in yom commuincation of the 
7th instant, No. 375, a circumstance which escaped attention until after the 
reference had been despigehed. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) TV. R. Moms, 

Bombay Castle, 87 March 1840. Secictary to Government. 

(Tine extract.) 

(signed) !/. P. Tfniknighbj/, 

Secretary to Government. 
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Li:oisat.ATivE Letter from Itlie Governor Gcnerae of India, dated the 
8th • Day pf February i841, with the Retort from the Indian Law 
roMMi»sf O ners, and its Attenoix, on the Subject of Slavery xn hie 
RAsr Indies^ 

Legislative Department. 

(No. 3 of 1841.) 

To the Honourable the Court of Dii^ctor:* of the JSasf India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We liavc tlie Honour to transmit by the present Mail Two printed Copies of 
the Repot t and Appendix furnished by the Indian Law Commissioners, on the 
important Subject of Slavery in India. Other Copies shall be* sent by the 
ordinary Route as soon as practicable. 

a. We have not yet been able to take into consideration the several Recom- 
mendations submitted by tire Commissioners, but they will occupy our immediate 
Attention, and we shall lose no Time in communicating to your Honourable 
'ourt the Result of our Deliberations. 

We have the Honour to be, &c. 

(signed) Auckland, 

J. Ntcols, 

W. W. Bird. 

Wm. Casement. 

M. T. Prtnsep, 

Fort William, 8th February 1841. A. Amos. 


77ie JRepcrl mvA Appi^idac be Jbund printed tn tive Paper No* p* 4 ei eeg*2 


4 

Legist a i ivr Letter from the Governor General of India, dated the 
lOlh of May 184‘l» and Minute of the Governor General. 

Legislative Department. 

' (No. 8 of 1841.) 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the JSasf India Company. 
Honourable Sim, 

* "With our Letter in this Department, dated the 8th of February, No. 3. of 
ISll, wc transmitted Two printed Copies of the Reports ana Appendix 
fm*nished by the ' Indian Law CommRsioners on the Questioi^' of Slavery in 
India. «. 

2. As your ITotioiirahie Court will naturally be anxious to obtain early 
information of the Opinions eutertaided by the Members of your Government 
on the actual State of the Law, and on the Recommendation of tlic Law 
Commissioners regarding this important Subject, we Iiavo ^ the Honour to 
forward herewith the Copy of a Minute recorded by the Right Honourable 
* the Governor Geheral, dated the 6th instant. Your* Honourable Court will, 
(218.) p p however. 
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}u 7 weV&f, be ))lea8cil to oonftider ibe Subject at> sUU under Diaoussion by the . 
Govcmnienb *^b<f Sentiments of tho remaining Members of the Council 
tvill j)® cort«tt«m<jated with the least possible Pelay. 

"We have the Ifonour to be* * 

Honourable bira* 

Your most faitlilul bumble Servants, 
(Signed) AwikUauL 

r. iVico/fe. 

W*B.mrd. 

V ty. Casement. 

T. M. Pnnsep. 


Fort William, 10th May 18*11. 


A,. A-^^as. 


Mihute by the Riglii Honourable the GovnnNoa Oenerai., dated 

()th May 1811. 

*Tiii 8 Subject; so fully treated in the present Report of tho Law 
SiavfiTy in indift. (jonmiissionerH, is undoubtedly a nmst difficult anil ei^tensive 
one ; but the Kvidence and Information which they have collected may, I 
trust, enable us to form some clear ConcUisions, such as shall suffice to 
detertpine the immediaio practical Course otHhc Government. 

1 will not enter into much Detnil impointing out the generally mild Character 
of wliat is termed Slavery in this Country, or iu marking how the agrestic ‘ 
Malabar. *• Sprvitiule which exists in several of its Districts is connected 
Tamul Dittneu chictly with Distinctions of Caste, and will be upheld, notwilh- 
standing any Measures of the public Authorities, by tlie Force 
e ar I roTincc. tiational Habit and Gpinion have imparted tp those 

Distinctiom. The Facts relating to the various Descriptions an<l Motliiications 
of Bondage as prevailing iu dittereut Provinces are set forth by the Commis- 
sioners with Distinctness and Precision, On the Efl’cel of Caste itu maintaining 
agricultural Servitude a(veu under Circumstances in many ri'spccts hivourable 
to bVeedom, instructive Particulars will bo fbmui in tlie Kvitlenco respecting 
the Districts of Cootg and Malabar. In CJoorg many of tlie Slaves emancipated 
by Government on its own Estates have, from various Cuui'‘cs, been led to 
destroy* their Certificates of Freedom, and to place themselves again in 
Servitude under their former Masters ; in Malabar all the Influence of the 
English Proprietor of an Estate cannot obtain for anjj; of his Labourers a 
greater Degree of Ucspect or Privilege than tlie strict local Usages of Caste 
allpw to them ; they remain, wiiatevcv the Liberty of Action which he accords 
to them, as dcgraulcd as before, for they cannot raise themselves above the 
low Class to which tliey belong,* and must mix only, on the Terms to whiph 
they have been accustomed, witJi their Caste Brethren, the Churmur Slaves of 
the Province. It is enough to say that there is obviously little in uncommon 
between tiic voluntary ikibscrviencC to their Eihployers ot particular Indivi- 
duals or Races in India, and the former oppreitsivc and compulsory Slavery 
of our West Indian Settlements. * 

We must deeply pity and ^ lament whatever there maybe of Degradation, 
Poverty, and Helplessness amongst the lower Classes of our Indian .Subjects, 
and thmr undue Subjection, under any Form or Desi^lation, to those of belter 
Birth, to the powenul and the wealthy. It belioves us to watch their Con- 
dition with a vigilant Eye, and to do wimt may be in the Power of the 
Government for its Amelioration ; but we ought not, through a Misuse of 
Names, to form an erroneous Idea of Things, or seek violently to disturb 
Relations to which, in many Cases, ®11 who share in them are attached, regarding 
them, as may s6 often be observed in mpect borii to those who render and to 
those who receive Service, as a Source or mutual Advantage, or even of Honour 
and Distinctlbn. •* 

In eftect, tliat which constitutes the Essence dS Skvwry may be said to have 
been already abolished nearly eveiy wheAi throug^unit India c I mean by that 
Essence* an entire Subjection, sanetioned and upheld by the Law, of an 
Individual and his Family to the Will of a Master, and the absolute Claim of 
Property, with the Bight also and the Mhans of enfbrcing Jibat Claim, of one 
Man over anotbeir* It ViU be ibimd, however, tbiitt almost* if not at this Time 





Jl^ wn^ 4)1^ .^-A, -« .W *w' WF.flL^4b ^ ■• 


qvdite ■viniYe0^iiy,:''i^^^6vn]^ l)is^']5^p'4^dait'<:^i^ 

W'-<N;ft-',C;itmiri4r,'0^Jt^ j,l’ , Forci ^ 0 , 1 ^^ ■'■’[^j^.''i4^!- tiowa;^ .fajfs’.'sjpKCftll^/^ 
$Wiq».iA j>ui:^iBheii;Ji^i^vi^^it’^vroi^’'-tje “ijr';i^«e4 ;, tovvJ^fJH a/'frTO',Mani- «asd-;tl^i '.'■ 
|i€arly'.aa-"jR|^eiraliy ■^e''IlIagi^ratjBst’'do ;^^m*'’”^fcearjfer^ 'fe>r. the iRestoiMidii 
runaway-^&^e'toi hid ,, ‘ ■ ', ■- '” * ^ •■ :' ■;■'■ ,^, '''■'.■.''X 

Und^ A^***i«tstratibh^of tlite *hat tl^ Xpe of general gncii , 

Trnatiri^t 'i^d' a ‘;«n|>|»o$^, ‘8telf4hl»test: w}IJ preven t a frog? leaving , hoi 

Mailer, and ji\^g ilri J’reedow? JE Jiftny cite a fdvjir^r Stat^ents, some fru^ 
X>isirictr in wKi^^b the Naroe^ o^^ »ayet inbst,.pirevidefiii a# showing" hnw 

ipiportani^ss this '‘'l^ractieaA^''the 'Magistrates.'^/ '(. 

Captain Jenkina day^^qTA^m, V I npnsiiler; that^^e'Goyearnib^ aritb- 
<* holding a tt legal to have recourse to the Griminal Cniiits 

«* fc/t |!he vij^^^ehensipn "and BkOstitutimi Of Slaves^^ have Virtually abolisbed 
'■*$ Slavery, the |dean» of Esoape; ifirora their Owneirs being so easy, and^tbe 
*‘ Diflfeulty and, Expense of Ilecbvery through, the, Civil Court being so.gr^t* 
thatlnb Slaves, above Age of Cldldhobd, need bq. detained in Bondage^ 

«* except with thdit o^ra free Wilb”* 

. X ^fae jin'ineinal ^ollecfor and Magistrate of Tdnjmre to the like Effect So 
V Jong as:, a SiaVe chooses td remain with liis Master he dq^ so, and leayes hitn 
** for a' Jitter at pleasure. Nothing but a Civil Suit,, which would cost m<we . 
“ than T^en . Years of bis Labour; can recover hhn ; and being recovered, there 
** is nothing to prevent his walking about his own Business as soon aq he has 
“ left the Court which has pronotmc^ him to be the Property of another, 

“ The ’Megistrates, it, seems, decline ;.to assist the Master to recover a runaway 
** 81ave, 'and leave ' him to bis: owii Resources, which the 'Slave dTefi^. Under 
** these Circumstances mutual Inferest appears to be really tlie Bond between 
** tbein.”t 

The Magistrate of Malabar, of the Practice of his'^Court in 1 836, says, that 
**. the Relatioin of Master aind Slave has never been rccogiiized ds, justifying 
** ^Acts which would otherwise be punishable, or as eonstituting a 'Ground for 
** Mitigation of the Punishment ; and the CriminalJudgh^udds, thnt no Distinc- ' 
♦* tion is recognized in the Criminal Courts between a ftec Man arid Slave, 

“ which Statement is repeated by the Court of Circuit.**! 

And of the Usage in the Bombay Presidency it is observed in the Report : 

“ An Examination of. , the Returns in, die Appendix Will shoW hqw rare, 
indeed almost upheard of, is a Suit in the Civil Courts against a Slave Or a‘ 
“ Third Party for Recovery of Services,- Property, or Damage by Abduction 
or Desertion; yctadmosc all. the reporting Functihnarics. agree that a Slave 
“ Owner has a go<0 Catise . of Action in the Cases supposed, and possesses 
“ Rights which cannot be questioned in the Abstract, though ' so . dij^^U 
** £in/brcemeftt noi to he worth the Attempt in them T-^es.*^ % * ■ ■ 

' The Criminal L«w on the Subject is, d apprehend^ correctly Stated in a 
Futwa, giyen Februaiy lOth, 184^1, by -the Mahomedan Law CXHcer of the 
MadraSi^Foujdaree rAdawlut, in tlie Case of a Female Dhef, Slave, charged with 
having elbped firom the Prosecutor, her. Master,; and Viot -coming again to work 
at his House, It is to the Effect, Jhat “ the Prisoner above referred jto is ndt 
punishable under the Mahomedan Law far her Elopetnent, because the 
“ Legislator has not propounded any Punishment to the Slaves^of the Country 
“ in >the satpe Manner as he denounced Taaeer and Tadeeb to a true Sl^ye. 
“ She who may have been acquired* by way of Boofy iP a MuSsutmah War is 
“ c^led a true Slave, who can be sold and 'purchased ; if such' Slave shall go 
** away ftom .the House of her .Master without his Permission,, slie . is liable to 

•* PunishutoUtjh proportion to her;Guilij^5 , V 

, “ As regmihi the leaves of tohi, Cbuto^y cff Dher or- Faria 

Caste,' or. of, any other',. 'Caate^vYlbe- People rw®**^* 

“ either dunng or : at Tiu»«*i' Such the 

“ Mahbtnedapv • bfe' .i'sgM add thq^' 'i^'atoky'Jrbm Ihe 

Housef of their Masters , wtffiou^' toeir permi^it^^ they^toO; Jt hbOTty to live 
“ whereyer .^ey |deaBe•;v^|tihdi. 'thi^’'are.^not/'lhiLbli^'^:'.to'':^y'^ TVial' 'uhdef the 
.“ JLaw ■Upci(h^thhi'iPt|twW’'Jt;-is''dto^ thO; 

jPot^diu^y A^whs^' , lb." '!»; 'Letter -address^' 'thO’' Gkiyetogtodii 
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4>82 ON THE SLAVE. TRADE; 

March S2t}, 1841, that tJiisDpimon of 4he Mahomedan Law Officers “ apples 
“ to Males as k^cH as Females, and to tlie prtBdial Slaves in Malabar, Tanjore, 

pid elsewher#.” It is pointed-out in a separate Minute by Mr. Campl>ell, 
of the Jud^, that the Hindoo Civil Law: is, in respect to Slavery^ 
remarkably contrasted to the Maliomedan or Criminal I.riw, aftd can derive 

”**The?Saho^dan Criminal I^w , being that which, with specified Limitatioiis 
and Exceptions, is admiohsteresd by our Courts^ there is no Reason why apy 
Benefit which it gives, to Persons in a Condition’ of Servitude, not of the strict 
Kind that alone it recognizes and sanctions, should 1^ in any Degree denied or 
abridged. This Exemption from criminal or magisterial X^tocess, which alone 
is summary and efiectjve, leads directly and ceitainly, as it appears^ to tne, to 
the Destruction of all that is legally. coercive in the Maintenance of the Status 
of Slavery, and we need therefore the less dwell on what might be die Decrees^ 
of our Civil Couits on Questions conceming that Status b^ig brought before 

ihem. , , . 

I believe, hqw<iyef, that, for the Reasons stated in thelutwa above edetj, 
no Mahomctlan Master could prove a legal Uitlc to the Possession of a Slave 
at tins Day, the only legal Slaves under tlic Mahbmedan Law being Captives 
taken in Battle, or their Heirs. This Doctrine has been -long ago asserted by 
the bight?st Authority, aiul seems to h^ve jbeen affii*niecl by the Calcutta Sucldei 
Court, in the Case reported in Ps^es 249 to 251 of tlie Appendix to the Report 
belbre us ; and as respects the HindOb I-aw, wJiich admits of the Acqnisition 
of Slaves in a Number of Ways, the Cases reported in the following Pages of 
the Appcrtclix^will show thut, whenever £i$ yet Oases have been litiguted beibre 
the Sudder Court, Grounds have cmisted for rejecting the Claim of Servitude 
against the Parties'sued as Slaves. 

I would only at present' observe, on the Point of Civil Jurisdiction, that niy 
Attention has been drawn to the Statement of the .Tudge of S^lhet, that should 
a Person decreed bv the Civil Court of that District to be ,a Slave ** i efuse to 
“ serve or to comply ■^vith the Award, he is imprisoned so long as the Master 

desires to pay the Subsistence Money, in the same Manner as other Prisoners 
“ are confined in the civil Gaol under a Decree in a regular Suit. * And 1 
Iiave caused a Reference to be made from the Government of Bengal to the 
Suddor Court, in order that it may be ascertained whetlier such is a proper 
and justifiable Manner’ of executing a Decree, of which the Purport is only to 
declare that an Individual belongs to the servile Condition. 

It is true that the Question of Civil X-aw is not to b(§ regarded as a mere 
Question of Curiosity and legal Nicety, and as of np serious practical Impor- 
tance. It is no Doubt easy to escape out of the Reach of a Civil Process, yet 
the Possibility that such a Process may issue is not without Objection, and 
might occasionally lead to considerable Vexation and Inconvenience; bu^I 
cannot view this Condition of the Civil Law as a pressing and general Evil, 
and I apprehend that it certainly does not admit of any easy and immediate 
Remedy. Such a Remedy may form Part of a naore general Measure of 
Jurisprudence. Its Principle is, 1 am informed, involved in intricate Questions 
of Law, and Time and Caution seem to me obviously required for its due 
Investigation and Discussion. , ,, . , . , 

I would ask too for more Time for Legislation upon the Manner in which 
th<^ 8tate of Bondsmen or articled Labourers is to be regulated. It unhappily 
borders nearly upon Slavery in some Parts of the Country, and yet the Mode 
in which its Evils are to be limited and corrected would open to us a wide 
Field of Controversy. We ma^^, perhaps, be satisfied for tlie present if tJiese 
Men, though subject to the pecuniary jrenalties, of their Bonds, are protected, 
as far as the Law can protect them, from all personal Infliction or violent 
Coercion on the Part of their Masters. ^ ■ . 

Even on the .graver Branch of this great Subject, nampy* the Operation of 
our Criminal and Police Laws,’ I have been, greatly inclined to the Opinion 
iliat L‘^g*sIation for the more clear Announcement of the protective^ Character 
of those Laws is not necessary, and that jflie mere Lapse of , Time is in the best 
possible Manner, becapsc surely and quietly, working .tfie complete practical 


• Page 136 of Appendix. 
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Abolition of Slavery. But mftny are not of this Opinion, and it may, in Ti’titb, 
not be otherwise than just and useful that the Principles in this respect of the 
English Magistrate and of the Mahomedan Futwu should havo Strength and 
Publicity given to them by an express Enactment of the British Indkm 
.Legislation. 

1 am prepared, upon these Grounds, ’and on the Evidence and Opinions we 
have now before us, to pass a l..aw, declaring that any Act, whicl^ would be an 
Offence if done to a free shall be equally an Offence if done to a Slave, 
or, as 'I would tather say, to* any one in any Condition of Dependence on a 
Master j and I would add* to Such an Act that (to the Eff'ect of-^ the Proposal 
of Two of the Law Comm^sioners) “ no Rights claimed as arising out of an 
“ alleged State of Slavery shall be cnfbi’ced by a Magistrate.” Such an 
/Enactment would be ^tirely in consonance with the l^ictum of the Maho- 
'ifiedun Lawyers which I have above quoted, as applied to the actual Stale of 
those classed as Slaves in India. 

I may briefly say, on the contrary .Opinion of others of the Commissioners 
as 'respects the C'oncession of an Authority of moderate Correction, that I ain 
satisfied that, with our very imperfect Police and femotely scattered Magis- 
trates, it would not be .safe to commit any Power of Punishment to Masters, 
and that, in fact, we can have no Security against their occasional bad Character 
or excited Passions, other than that of witliholdiTig from them all Power of 
personal Coercion whatever. Compensation for such a formal WitJidrawal of 
Authority seems to me out of the Que^ftion, both because Compensation could 
not be given on a Ground so little capable of exact Estimation, and because* 
the Authority, wherever it is exercise<l, rests upon no valid Grbuml, and has 
actually ceased to exist in by far the gresater Number of our Districts, f 
woulil not (independently of any Reference to the Mahomedan Law) allow 
our Magistrates to enforce any Rights arising out of Slavery, because the. 
State of Slavery is one not to be presumed against any Person summarily, and 
would require, were it to be brought for Inquiry before a Court, the most 
grave and <Uscriminating Coirsitleration. 

'I'o the Extent here proposed, we nught, I think, at once pjiss a Law without 
reference to England, for the Honourable Court have, more than Two Years 
ago, urged it on us to take that Step. But so much more la?gislation has 
been proj>o.sed in the Reports of the Commissioners, that it may be best to 
refer ail the I*apers for further Directions from the Home Authorities. 

1 confess that it is my decided Impression, that the Adoption of all the 
minute and detailed Provisions recommended by the Law C'^ommissioners 
•would much rather impede Ilian adv'ance the Object we all have in view', 
'riiat Object is the earliest possible Extinction, first practically, and in the End 
even avowedly, of Slavery, in so far as sucl^ Results can be attained by Acts 
of. the Government. But if, as is the Intention of one of the Recommendations, 
w'c connect the public Officers with the Registry of the Sales of Persons as 
.Slaves, how shall we be able at any future 'fime to treat those Transactions 
as otherw'ise than perfectly valid, or to deal with Claims of Con.sideration and 
Compensation which may be preferred by Purchasers ? It is undoubtedly most 
ilcsirablc to put an immedijtte and entire Stop to such Practices, wherever they 
may yet partially prevail, as those of the Sale of Slaves without their own 
Consent, of their Sale, under any Circumstances, sepamtelyfrom their Families, 
or of the Sale of agrestic Slaves separately from the Land to which they are 
attached. _ _ • 

But in prohibiting eveiy .Kind of Coercion by the Master over the Person, 

. and all summary Interference of Authority for the Return of a Periion claimed 
as a Slave to bis assuming Owner, we shall in Truth do away with all such 
Practices, for no one will be found to purchase that of the continued Possession 
of whicii he can have no ./Assurance. ' ^ , 

I Would for the present be content with Lt^slation to ■Uie Effect which I 
have above stated. Compulsory Contracts or Transfers with a view to Prosti- 
tution would, I 'appreh'^d, be voi<L and punishable under the existing Law. 
We shall have a better Guarantee for goo.d Treatment, and easy Emancipation 
at tlie Wish of the Slave; in the Protection from any personal kestraint which 
tlie Law to which X have assented will confer upon him, than in express Rules 
of the Kind proposed by the Commissioners. In a Word, I would legislate as 
little as possible now, and that only so as directly to advance the great End of 
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prtitbtiba! Ffeed6ih, whiW I would look forward wHh to a Period when 

the Government may be enabled to fulfil the" Design of the Biifash Xegislature, 
by a Dechritionrof the entire Extinction of Slavery as a State in any Manner 
recognized by OUT taws. 

i would, however, be disposed by a separate Law (guarding .the national 
Custom of Adoption) wholly to prohibit the Sales of CJrildren, excepting,^ 
possibly, (after the Example of the Bombay Regulation of 18Q7*) in Seasons of 
Distress, sufch as follow upon Inundation or Faipine, and under Checks which 
might be then imposed by the Kxecutive Government. Frightful Abuses' grow 
out of speh Sales ; and if a stem Necessity should seenT for any Time to require 
their 'Sufferance, it would, 1 think, be very necessa^ to place them under the 
Supervision of the public Authorities. . 

1 consider the Recommendations of the Commissioners for the better ; 
liiifbrcemcnt the Objects of the Statute 5 Geo. IV. Cap. 113. as very propdl* 
and necessary. * . . 

It might perh^s be well, as a Part of#our Measures for the Amelioration of 
the Condition of Servitude in India, to obtain periodical Reports of the State 
of Slaves or Bondsmen, and of legal Transactions affecting them, in the 
Di.stricts in which such Classes are most numerous ; and I would particularly 
ask the Government of Madras to consider whether, by any Addition to the 
magisterial Force or to the general Strength of the Police in Malabar, a proper 
Degree of Protection, which may how possibly be in some Quarters wanting, 
would be given to the servile Labourers and the scattered agricultural Bondsmen 
of that Province. ^ 

(signed) Auckland. 

Cth May 1841. 


Legislative Despatch to India; dated 2.5th August (No. 16) 1841. 

Legislative Department. 

Our Governor General of India iu Council. 

Slavery in the We transmit for your Consideration a Copy of a Memorial 
Liistern Settle- addressed to the President of the Board of Commissioners for 

nients. ^j,g Affairs of India, t>n the part of the British and Foreign Anti- 

Slavery Society, relative to the Prevalence of Slavery in the Settlements of 
I’enang, Wellesley, Malacca, and Singapore. You will furnish us with whatever 
Information you may obtain, and will report the Measures which you may see 
fit to adopt on the Subject.' 

We are, &c. 

(signed) O. LyaU. 

’ J. L. Lushington. 

London, S5th August 1841. &c. &c. 

Memoriae. 

To the Right Honourable Sir John Cam llobhouse, Bart., President 
of the Board of Control, &c. &c. 

Sir, 

'Phe Existence of Slavery and. the Slave Trade in the British Settlements of 
Malacca, Penangt Singapore, and Wellesley having come under the Consider- 
ation of tlie Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, they 
feel it to be their Duty to call the immediate Attention of the Government 
thereto, that effectual Measures may be devised for the immediate and com- 
plete Extinction, of both. 

That Slavery in these Settlements is ndt autliorized by Law, but is the 
Creature of vicious and odious Custom, appears clear iroiff the Documents 
which have been from Time to Time laid BiSbre Parliament. « 

That it should have been allowed to reach its present Extent, and to 
assume the Form it does, under the Administration of British Laws, by British 
Functionaries, is Matter for deep Regret, if not for strong Gensure ; but the 
Committee would foin hope that, the Facts of the Case being now apparmit, 

6 its 
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• its Days are numbered, and that you, Sir, will urge on those Measures which 
arc necessary for. its Overthrow. 

From, the recorded Opinion of Mr. Garling, the Resident .Councillor at 
Malacca in 1 829, the Committee learn it was his “ firm Belief that local Slaveiy 
had no legal Existence ;** and in this Opinion he was fully borne out by Ibe 
Government, to whom he had made an Appeal in 1828 ; viz. “ The Govern- 
ment is decidedly of opinion that Slavery lias not, in any Shape, a legal 
EiCistencc in Malacca yet, notwithstanding these recorded Opinions, it was 
still pennitted to continue, and finally the Question was refeiTed home for the 
Decision of the Law Officers of the Crown. Nothing, however, was done, and 
the System was allowed to continue, notwithstanding there had grown up with 
it a Slave Trade, by which it would appear the Slave Population in One Year, 
viz. from 1826 to 1827, was increased from 1,097 to I,.'? 19. 

* Cn 1829 the Holders of Slaves, feeling the uncertain Tenure by which they 
held them in Bondage, and anxious to secure their Services to as late a Period 
as possible, passed certain Resolutions to the Effect “ that Slavery shall not 
be recognized in the Town and Territory of Malacca after the 1st December 
184<1,” but no legal Measures seem to have been passed by the Government to 
give Effect to this Determination. '> 

The late President of Penang, in a Minute written in 1880, freely admits 
the Evils which exist in connexion with Slavery in that Island, which he justifies 
only on the Ground of “ the long established Custom and Usage of these 
Countries,” although it is liighly probable that Slavery in Penang w'as intro- 
duced only when the English took jjossession of it, by virtue of its Treaty with 
the Sovereign of Quedah. Alluding to the Practice of introducing Slaves from 
Bale, Pulo Nias, &c., w’hich had grown up with it, he considers that “ we are 
bound by every Obligation, legal as well as moral, to put down a Practice, 
which, however conducted in Form, is in reality Slave Dc‘aling, forbidden by 
Law', and the Continuance of wbicli must carry with it a Continuation of all 
the Horrors induced by it in other Places, as exemplified in the Case of the 
African Slave Dealing, the Encouragement to Wars for the Purpose of making 
Captives for Sale, and in these Seas even Piracies, which it encourages, Slaves 
being often the principal Objects in view.” In reference to the wretched Beings 
who liad been illicitly introduced into Penang, he observes “ there can be no 
Doubt that all so situated are ipso facto free.” 

The Committee deeply regret to observe tliat Singapore affords, according to 
the same Authority, “ tlie best Market for Slaves,” and that the Suppression of 
the Traffic will be no easy Matter ; indeed that it is hopeless to expect it. 

In Province Wellesley, Slavery exists, and from its Contiguity to the Siamese 
I'erritorics there can be little Doubt it will greatly increase, unless its Extinction 
speedily take place. 

The Committee, in submitting these Facts to your serious Consideration, 
beg. Sir, respectfully, yet earnestly, to suggest the Necessity of Steps being 
immediately taken to relieve the Slave Population of these Settlements from 
every Species of Bondage, by whatever Name it may be known, that the national 
Character may be vindicated, the atrocious Traffic in Human Beings suppressed, 
and an Example worthy of Imitation be set to the Nations and People by whom 
these Settlements are surrounded. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

John Scoble. 


Extiiact Political Lbtter from India, dated 9th June (No. SL) 1841. 

Para. 2. The Sultaiin ,of Johanna subsequently availed himself of the 
Circumstance of the H. C’. Steamer “ Phlegethon” having touched at Mozam- 
bique to take his Passage in that Vessel to Calcutta, where, on his Arrival, he 
represented to this Government the Hardships of his present Situation, in being 
driven from his own Territories by a*Party which was opposed to him, as he 
declared, in consequence of his Determination to suppress the ^rade in Slaves 
in the Islands lately subject to his Authority, applied for the Aid and Pro- 
tection of England, and offered to cede his Possessions to Her Majesty’s 
Government. But as the Islands of Johanna are not within the Sphere of 
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Control of this Govei;nment, wo have been unable to do more in layoar ot' tliis 
unfortunate Chief than to submit his Refireaentation^' to your Honourable 
Court, with a view tb the Matter being brought to the Notice of Her Majesty''8 
Ministers. 

Para. 3, The Sultaun and his Followers were received and entertained wiUi 
doe Consideration by the. Governor Gene.ral, and Measures were taken for 
sending them to the Mauritius, at which Place we conceived tliat the real 
Position of the Sultaun would be better understood than it isdiere, and afty 
Orders which might be issued in regard to him by Her Majesty’s Government 
might be more easily conveyed. The necessary Communication on this Sub- 
ject was made to the Governor of the Mauritius. „ 


(No. 1 , 397 .) *• 

Letter from T. If. Maddock Esq., Secretary to the Government of Indian to 
the Secretary to Government, Me of France ; dated 31 st May 1841. 

Sir, 

The Sultaun of Johanna, having availed himself of the Honourable Company’s 
Steamer “ Plilegethon’’ touching at Mosambiqae to take liis I’assage in that 
Vessel to Calcutta, has submitted to the Governor General of India the Hard- 
ships of his present Situation, in being driven from his own Territories by a 
Party which is opposed to Jiim, as he declares, in consequence of iiis Deter- 
mination to suppress the Trade in Slaves in the Islands lately subject to his 
Authority, apd he applies for the Aid and Protection of England, and offers to 
cede his Possession.s to Her Majesty’s Government. But as the Islands of 
Johanna are npt within the Sphere of Control of this Government, his Lord- 
ship in Council has been unable to do m<»re in favour of this unfortunate Prince 
than to submit his Representations to England, for the Orders of Her Majesty’s 
Ministers ; and the Sultaun and his Followers having been received and 
entertained with due Consideration by the Governor General, are now about to 
embark on board the “ Salsctte,” a Vessel bound for Mauritius, from whence 
the Sultaun may have belter Opportunities than would be jiresentcd here of 
prosecuting such Measures as may be practicable for the Recovery of bis 
Possessions. 

Para. fi. His Ca.se is one which the CJovenior General in Council has more 
than once judged it right to bring to the Notice of Her Majesty’s Goveriimeut ; 
and Captain Grey, of the Endymion Frigate, now on his Voyage to the Indian 
Sea.s, was direclcd in consequence to call at Jolianna for the Purpose of enquiring 
into the Positioji of Affairs there, and to exert his Influence for their Adjust- 
ment. The Sultaun’s Absence from Johanna will most likely prevent this Visit 
having any useful Result, but tiic NiTval Commander in Chief at the Cape 
Station may have Opportunities of carrying into effect the Views of Her 
Majesty’s Ministers ; and to enable him the better to do so, his Excellency 
will be furnished with a Coj)y of this Letter. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, 31st May 1841. (signed) F. H. Maddock, 

Sec. to Gov. of India. 


(No. 1,398.) 

Letter from T. II. Maddock Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, to 
his Excellency the Naval Commander in Chief at the Cape Station j dated 
31st May 1841. 

Sir, 

In forwarding for your Excellency’.s Information Copy of a Letter this Day 
addressed to the Colonial Secretary at Mauritius, I am instructed by the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India in Council to suggest that on the 
first favourable 0])portuuity such Measures may be adopted as your E:;:ccllency 
deems expedient for the Purpose of ascertaining the real State of Aflairs at 
Johanna, for the Information of Her Majesty’s Government. 

1 have, &c. 

Fort William, 31st May 1841. (signed) T. H. Maddock, 

Sec. to Gov. of India. 
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PotiTicAL Despatch to India; dated 19tli July (No. 21,) 1841. , 

• Our Governor General of India in Council. 

Slave Tradfr,: We transmit to you a Copy of a Letter, dated the 9th June 1841, 
addressed to our Secretary by Mr. Stark, Assistant Secretary to the 
(’otnmissionei's for the Affairs of India, with an Enclosure from Lord Leveson, 
One of Her Majesty’s Under SecretariCvS of State for the Foreign Department, 
expressing the Desire of Her Majesty’s Government that certain Measures 
should be adopted fhr effecting the Suppression of the Slave Trade in the 
Arabian Seas ; and we desire,that you will take into your immediate Considera- 
tion how far it may be practicable to give Effect to the Suggestions contained 
in Lord Leveson’s Communication. 

W c arc, &c. 

(signed) O. LyalL 

London, IQth July 1841. L. hushington, 

&c. &c. 


I/ETTER from Hugh Stark Esq. to J. C. Melvill Esq. 

India Board, 9tli June 1841. 

The Commissioners for the Affairs of India having communicated to Viscount 
I’alinersioii a Copy of the De‘gp;u.v», ».om the Bombay (iovernment, after '23d of 
May 181-0, and an Extract from the l)es)>atches of tlic same Government, of 
the 1 uf A.ugusl 1840, and (Secret) 28tl» February 1841, respecting the Slave 
Trade in ihe Persian Gulf, have received from his Lordship the enclosed Letter, 
date{l the St.ii instant, to wliich they request the early Attention of the Court of 
Directors of the East India Company. 

I am, &c. 

J. C. Melvill, Esq. (signed) Hugh Stark. 

SiC. &c. &c. 


Letter from Lord Leveson to IF. Cabell Esq. 

Foreign OITire^ 8ih June 1841. 

I n wt: laid before Viscount Palmerston your Letters of the 20th and 
23d April 18-1-1, together witli their several Enclosures, respecting the Pro- 
ceedings of the Bombay (Toverninent for .suppressing the Slave Trade in the 
Persian Gulf; and Lord Palmerston directs me, in reply, to request that you 
will state to the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, that his Lordship 
would suggest that a CoinmuTjication should be made to the Iniaum of 
Muscat and to the Arabian Chiefs, to the fi)llowing Effect ; namely, that so 
.strong a Feeling against the Slave Trade, and so deep a Sense of its Crimi- 
nality, have grown up in the Minds of the English Nation, that the British 
Government cannot avoid lesing its utmost Means to prevent the Continuance 
of such Proceedings, whenever it may be able to do .so : I’liat inany^ Circum- 
stances have combined to place in the Hands of the British Nation great 
Naval Power and Authority in the Indian Seas, in the Persian Gulf, and in 
the Red Sea; and that the British Government would be unable to justify 
itself towards the British Nation if it did not employ that Naval Ascendancy 
for the Purpose of preventing the Slave Trade from being any longer carried 
on upon these Seas : That the British Government hopes, that in the Accom- 
pli.shment of this humane Purpose it will have the Assistance of the Iniaum 
and of the Arabian Chiefs ; and that the British Govemmerft is the more 
encouniged to entertain this Hope, because the Imaum and those Chiefs 
have hitherto, and upon several Occ^ions by Treaties concluded with British 
Authorities, declared themselves against the Slave Trade, and have made En- 
gagements calculated to prevent it from being carried on, except within certain 
Limits : That consequently the British Government of India invites the Imaum 
and the Arab Chiefs to sign an additional Treaty on this Subject ; and pro- 
poses that such Treaty should consist of an Engagement to forbid all Slave 
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tty.^fi^iUt^ttririfth- Ships ot War to se<uv.iit av 
f Slaves on board, wherever navigating. 

might be made, that he should receive an annoal 
l^Vment bf'''#jQiwi^,i^terHng for Three Years, as a Compensation for the Loss ol 
l^ntyliR. by the Abolition of tlie Trade, until bis Subjects should 

to other Kinds of more legitimate Commerce, the Custom 
..^tlitiesion wbich would lar more than compensate to him for the Loss of the 
^i|ty-on Slaves. 

*1^ the Arabian Chiefs it might be said, that the fair Construction ot the 
/jT^eeties already subsisting with them tends to the entire Abolition of the Slave 
il*^ade in their Ships and by their Subjects, and that consequently the new 
Treaty would only place in clearer Language what has already been agreed to ; 
but that, if they prefer it, the liritish Authorities could act upon the existing 
Treaties, without reipiiring the Signature of any new ones. But it would 'be 
desirable that the Iniaum and the Arabian Chiefs should be made to understand 
that the British Govenunent is determined at all events to put this Slave Irade 
down, and is conscious that it has the Means of doing so. 

I am, &c. 

Wm. Cabell, Esq. (signed) Leveson. 

&c. &c. &c. 


Letter from Sir John Ilobhouse to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the 
*” Eftst India Company. 

Gentlemen, India Ilonrd, 17th September 1838. 

Leg.,'«9th Aug. In reference to a Despatch lately sent by the Court of Directors* to the 
S88. Governor General of India in Council, relative to the Abolition of Slavery in 

the East Indies, 1 have now the Honour to direct your Attention to some 
Remarks made on that Subject in the “ Copy of a Penal Code prepared by the 
Indian Law Commissioners.” 

In Pages 8.3, S-t, and 85 of the Notes ajipended to that Copy, as printed by 
Order of the Hou.se of Commons, you will find certain Suggestions leading to 
the Conclusion that it would be expedient, as a Preliminary to any Measure for 
the Abolition of Slavery, to enact, at once, that “ no Act falling under the 
Definition of an OfTence should be exempted from Punishment because it is 
committed by a Master against a Slave.” 

It appears that a Dilfcrence, not only of Opinion, but of Practice, prevails in 
India with respect to this Matter ; and I entirely concur witli the Law Com- 
missioners in thinking that it is the Duty of the Government to remove all 
Doubt on the Subject by a Law to the Effect before inentioncd. 

If trie Court of Directors should agree with me in this Opinion, I should 
propose to instruct the Government of India to lose no Time in passing an 
Enactment accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

The Chairman and Deputy (signed) John Habhouse. 

Chairman, &c. &c. 


Letter from Sir John llobhouse to the Chairman and Deputy C/hairman of the 

East India Company. 

Gentlemen India Board, 23d February 1841. 

You are doubtless aware of tlie extreme Anxiety and Impatience which is 
felt in Parliament for the promised Report from India on the Subject of Slavery ; 
ami it must be admitted that it is with great Reason that Complaints arc made 
of the Delay which has taken place with regard to an important Question, to 
which the Attention of the Government of India was emphatically called so 
long ago as Dtet^mber 1834. 

It is understood tliat a considerable Portion of the Report from the Law 
Commissioners bad passed through the Press early in October ; but as the 
l^ails despatched from India at the End of NovembCT and December have 
aefi^d, withont brining the Report itself, or any official Intelligence of it, I 





thiak that we should be guilty of neglecting our puty if 
another Mail to leave England without repeating .|;l|te jcsara 

t m 1 cH rfi/l wi frfi ' ^ ^ 


Authorities in this Country to be furnished with ^ 

without further Delay. _ ' ' " S?iS /''' T t •' 

I. therefore rcsquest that you will move the Court of Diri^dtnSra 'J'^. sub*|t^® f^b . 
tlie Board a Draft of Paragraphs to the Government of Ihdfekf^^ the 
which I have indicated. 




The Chairman and Depu*" 

Chairman, &c. &c. ';,'4s 

Letteii from C. Buller Esq. to J. C. Melvill Esq. 


jjjj, India Board, 3 1st July 3 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to transi 
/ou a Copy of a Memorial from the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery S< 
n the British Settlements of Penang, Malacca, Singapore, and Wellesley 
,o suggest that the Court of Directors of the East India Company s 
forward a Transcript of the same to India for the Consideration of the Goa 
G eneral in Council. 

I am, &c. 

J- C. MelvilJ, Esq, (signed) C. Bull 

1 ^ Tlie Memorial is already pritUed at Images 284 -, 285 , ante."^ 


Letter from Hugh Stark Esq. to J, C- Melvill^ Esq. 

India Board, 18th August 

The President of this Board having recently drawn the Attention o 
Majesty’s Secretary ol' State for Foreign Aflairs to the Coi-respondence a. 
to in Paragrajjhs lO. and 11. of tlie Political Letter li’om Bombay, 
12th Alay last, respecting the Importation of Slaves into the Portuguese 
of Goa, Diimaun, and Dieu, 1 am directed by the Commissioners ft 
Affairs of India to state, that they would be glad to know, for tJie Inforr 
of Viscount Palmerston, from what Part of the World it is supposed thal 
Slaves are broiigfit to the Portuguese Settlements in India, aiul under 
Flag ? 

I am, &c. 

J. C. Melvill, Esq. (signed) Hugh Stark, 

&;c. &c. &c. Acting Assistant Secret: 


Letter from J. C. Melvill Esq. to Hugh Stark Esq. 

Sir, Ka9t India House, Gtli September ] 

I AM commanded by the Court of Directors of the East India Compy 
acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 18th ultimo, stating thr 
Commissioners for the Aflairs of India would be glad to know, for the Ii 
atioii of Viscount Palmerston, from what Part of the World the Slaves a 
to in Paragraphs lO. and 11. of the Political Letter from Bombay, 
12th May last, are brought to' the Portuguese Settlements in India, and 
what Flag; and to inform y«*u in reply, tliat the Slaves are imported und 
Flags of the Arab Tribes, and from the East Coast of Africa. . 

I am, &c. 

Hugh Stark, Esq., , (signed) J. C. Melvil 

India Board. 
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ON THE StAVE TRADE, 


Jt(’ld Esq- to Tt Jj, Peacock Esq- With Enclosure. 

India Bsard, IGtb August 1S4>1> 

for the Affairs of India request that the Secret Committee 
]>Coiirt of l>irectors of the East India Company the Letter 
Agent at Aden to the Government of Bombay, dated the 
54., together with the Note to Viscount Palmerston of the 
'• : *'1*®. 7th, of which a Copy is enclosed, on 

■ of the Slave Trade of Abyssinia. 

' -I 

'"T. L. Peacock, Esq. (Mgneii) 27/ os. N. Walerfield. 


Note from Sir John Hobhome to Viscount Palmerston, 

India Baard, 3d August 184>1. 

SiH John Ilobbouse presents his Compliments to Viscount Palmerston, and 
transmits for his Information a Copy of a Letter addressed by the East India 
Company’s Political Agent at Aden, on the 3d ultimo. No. 54)., to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, respecting the Slave Trade. 


Letter from Lord Leueson to the Secretary to the Ind'ia Board. 

Foreign Office, 7th August IS^l. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge the Note addressed to 
his Lordship by Sir John Hobhouse on the 3d instant, enclosing. Information 
received from the East India Company’s Political Agent at Aden, relative to 
the Slave Trade carried on at the South Shore of Arabia, and on the Coast of 
Abyssinia. 

I am to request that you will state to Sir John Hobhouse, that Lord Pal- 
merston thinks that a Ship of War should be 'Stationed at Burburra. during the 
Fair at that Place from October to April, in order to prevent the Exportation of 
Slaves ; and that his Lordship is further of ojiinion that any Slaves found on 
board an Arab Ship, at or off Burburra, should be seized, and carried to some 
British Settlement to be made free. 

Lord Palmerston w'ould beg to suggest to Sir J. Hobliouse, that it might 
probably be more easy for the Indian Government than for the Admiralty to 
make the necessary Arrangements for the periodical Presence of a small Ship of 
War at Burburra. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary to the India Board. (signed) Leveson. 


No. 54. of 1841. 


Secret Department. 


Letter from S. B. Haines Esq., Political Agent at Aden, to H. Willoughby 

Esq., Secretary to Government. 


Sir, Aden, 3d July 1841, 

eying the Com- 1. With reference to the Command contained in the Ctli Para, of your Letter, 
id of Govern- No. 525., Secret Department, dated 31st March 1841, accompanied by an 
It conveyed in j^^xtract, Para. 7* and 11., of a Letter from the Secretary to the Government of 
■jiby’e^^tcr,' India, elated 22d February 1841, 1 have the Honour to offer a few Observations 
^25., Secret’ on the SuWect of the Suppression or Mitigation of the Trade in Slaves, as carried 
Srtment. on in the Southern Shores of* Arabia, Red Sea, and Abyssinian Coast. 


i Ports f^om 
ioM! Slaves 
j^orted. 


2. The principal Marts for the Purdiase and Export of SIave.s in the Red Sea .e 
are held at Massowa and Suaken, and Tedjoura, 2eyla, and Burburra, on the oave 

Abyssiniar it, I 

^ i think 








